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Chapter 52

"1 - Idon't know what to say." Renee's face was etched with concern as
she gazed al Riley. Her voice trembled, " Are you cerlain aboul this?"

Because Adrian and Riley decided to get married soon, they went to see
Renee at the hospital, As expected, Riley's mother wasn't necessarily
thrilled about the news.

"Morm, I'm sure aboult this," Riley's voice rang with determination, her
eyes steady. She shared every detail about Adrian, from their college days
to his unwavering support over the years.

As Riley conveyed the story, Adrian was on the other side of the coftee
table, waiting for his turn to speak.

"'So Brian had lied to you about saving you?" Renee clarified, Her face had
turned a shade darker, suggesting she was also angered about what she

had discovered.

"Yes, Mom," Riley confirmed. ""And Brian knew that Adrian liked me
then."

"Renee, 1 understand your apprehensions, but I swear I will never cause
her harm," Adrian's voice was filled with conviction. "What can I do to
prove my sincerity to you?"

"Only time can tell, Adrian,” Renee said, shifling her gaze from Adrian o
Riley. | am worried about your decision, but { can't control you either."

Looking back at Adrian, Renee requested, ""As long as you promise to
protect Riley, I'm willing to accept this marriage between you and my
daughter."



+5 Bonus

"But if you hurt her, Adrian. If you hurt her, 1 will be the first person to
take her away from you," Renee declared, "' Do you understand that?"

"1Iwill never hurt Riley, Renee. I swear," Adrian said firmly. "I waited for
herall this time. Twould never ruin the chance to be with her. As [or your
request, I will always protect Riley."

Dead air fell upon them for seconds. Renee wept a little before finally
speaking, ""I'hen, I give vou my blessing, but I'll be watchful, Adrian. 1
will be."

Riley rested her hand on her chest. That talk with her mother went
smoother than she expected. It surprised her, but nonetheless, she was
very thankful for the ocutcome of their talk.

After agreeing to their plans, Renee asked for private time with Adrian.
Riley willingly exited the room to chat with Zia in her office.

"oh, my god!" Zia exclaimed the second Riley entered the room. "You
have that look."

"What look?" Riley asked while laughing.

"The look that you have been eaten out! Haha!" Zia laughed hysterically.
She covered her face and leaned back, still giggling, "Ican’t. You and the
boss!"

"Stop il!" Riley scolded. She flushed and looked around. Thank goodness
no one else was in Zia's office. "' Stop it, okay! I did not get eaten out!"

"What?" Zia reacted. She made a face, saying, "What the hell?"

"What do you mean?" Riley shot back.
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"what stage are you now in your relationship?" Zia curiously asked.

"We are in the Intimate stage of the relationship, but we just started last
night," Riley admitted before she snorted.

"What?" Zia reacted. "Didn't you guys go on a private island trip?"

Riley didn't know how to explain it to Zia. After all, her relationship with
Adrian started as a fake one. She answered, "We - we were still getting to
know each other then,"

"Well, T can't wail for your relationship with the boss to (ully advance;
even beller, Tcan'l wail o lell Brian! Haha!" Zia exclaimed.

"Don't," Riley said. "'You don't have to discuss me with Brian purposely,
but T know we will meet again one day, and he will know."

"I got anidea," Zia said. She leaned closer to her table and suggested, "

Let's go to the Terra Spa and get a Brazilian wax."

“What? But Adrian -" Riley Iried to object. However, Zia was already
calling the spa and making an appointment.

“It will only be for half an hour. Adrian won't notice you're gone," Zia
assured Riley. She winked at her, saying, "I guarantee you, after this,
you'll get eaten out."

"Um -" 'The thought of Adrian running his tongue down her core made
Riley clamp her legs. Did she need to wax? She was sure they would get
there soon in their relationship, but she also figured it would be a
pleasant surprise for her man. "Fine, but Adrian doesn't want me to go
out without Max. We'll have to take the driver."

"Even better!" Zia said as she excitedly grabbed her bag,
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While Riley and Zia were in the spa, back in Renee's room, Adrian and
Riley's mother had covered a eritical matter.

"Riley's never alone, and now, since we are working on the jewelry
company, we are spending more time logether," Adrian said. "Riley is
well taken care of. Rest assured,"

“I - Idon't mean to pry, but Renee, can I ask you something," Adrian
questioned. "You have been so concerned about Riley's safety. Isthere a
particular reason why?"

Renee sighed. After pondering for a second, she replied, "'The truthis, 1
am willing to let Riley marry you because [ feel she needs someone to be
there for her and protect her, more than the love that is developing
between the two of you,"

"My car accident was not necessarily a simple accident, and I was also
hoping you could help me look into it, Adrian,"" Renee unhurriedly said,

"Didn't you crash into a truck?"” Adrian inguired.

Renee nodded. She explained, "I was driving back to Halliport from
Dowel City that day, and suddenly, this luxury car tried to hit me on
Highway 55. Tlost control and hit a truck meters ahead of me. Yes, I hita
truck, but it was because of that car who tried to get me off my lane."

"l met someone in Dowel City who threatened me, and then the accident
happened. 1 can't help but think it is connected somehow," Renee
revealed.

"Can you tell me who threatened you? And what does it have to do with
Riley?" Adrian asked. "Why do you think Riley needs protection?” |
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Renee caressed her arms. She replied, "1t has... something to do with
Riley's father."

Adrian leaned back calmly. He asked, "Who is Riley's father?"

"1 - I could be wrong about the accident," Renee expressed. "'So, if you
don't mind, T'd rather not tell you. Riley's father had brought me so much
pain and misery - his family did. Can you please look into the accident
and keep Riley safe always? Don't tell her about what I told vou today."

"Renee,"" Adrian said. "It's hard to protect Riley if we don't know the
enemy."

"Just please do as 1 tell you, Adrian," Renee pleaded.
“Tt's unfair to Riley," Adrian said. " She has to know."

Renee cried. She wiped the carners of her eves and revealed, "Yes, bul
vou don't know anything. I do. [ know what I am doing. [ have protected
Riley for many vears."

uUnfortunately, Adrian could not get it out of Renee, and he wasn't the
kind to force it out of people.

After minutes of silence, Adrian said, "I will look into it. I will also double
vour security here in the hospital, and when you can already walk, you

can live with me and Riley for your own safety.”

Adrian moved his wheelchair closer to Renee. He held her hand and said,
"Il pratect you and Riley both."

Renee's eyes brimmed with tears. She answered, '"Thank you, Adrian,
Thank you so much.”
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Minutes later, Adrian exited the room. He was about to call Clint when
Riley arrived. She clung on to him with stars gleaming in her eyes. She
pecked Adrian's cheek and whispered, "T have a surprise for you."
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