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Chapter 173

| stood on the path waving them off. They were finally gone. Leaving to
sat up life together in another pack. | chewed the inside of my chesk as
| swallowed the lump in my throat.

| didn't cry and | wasn't going to. This was the best thing for Carter and
Alanna, A fresh start, time to build a life and family of their own,

Jakes hand slipped into mine and it took everything in me not to pull
away. We hadn't talked much, not the conversation we needed to have
anyway. | felt deflated, part of me wanted to give up. | was sick to
death of feeling this way.

“Are you okay?. He asked.

“I'm going to headac home”. | spoke.
“Then we'll go home".

"We need to talk Jake”®

I know and | promised we would”.

"We should say goodbye to vour mom”, Everyone had already headed
back inside to enjoy the rest of the party

“She’ll know we've went home. Ill call her later”.

He didn't let go of my hand and as much as | wanted to stay mad, |
didn’t have the energy to. | was done. | was tired of always fegling left
in the dark. | thought everything was falling into place. | thought once
we mated it would be different, but nothing changed.

| was still none the wiser about the world | had been thrust into.

Reaching our house, | wasn't ready to go inside yet. The sun was
satting, the air around us becoming cool nighttime approaching. |
loved watching the sun rise but it sure was beautiful when it was
setting for the night.

“I'm sarry”. He squeezed my hand gently. “I'll do better | promise. 1l
teach you; I'll show you. I'll help you connact with your walf”,

"Do you not think I'm strong enough?”. | asked. "Do you not think I'll be
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able to gain back control?”.

“Of course, | think you're strong enough it's just-..". He paused. “l don't
want anything to happen to you".

“Is something going to happen to me?".

“I'm just worried. | worry about you all the time. If something did
happen to you, I'd never be able to forgive myself”.

“Nothing is going to happen to me”. | grabbed a hold of his other hand.
“But | can't keep doing this. Do you know how useless | feel or how
stupid | feel being left in the dark all the time. | know nothing about this
lifestyle, and no one will tell me anything because you won't let them".

“Alanna had no issues telling you".
“Jake".
“I'm sorry. Things will get better | promise”.

“I'm going to see my dad tomorrow and | think it's best that | go by
myself”.

"No". He frowned. "We're going to the cabin tomorrow; we're going to
chill out for a few days and then we're going to see your family”.

"I think a few days a part is exactly what we need right now",
“Don't do this". His grip on my hands tightened. “Please Leah".
"I have 10", | whispered.

“You're leaving me*.

"What, no". A sigh fell from my lips. *| love you and only you, but | think
a few days apart will help us".

“No, it won't. You should be here with me. We can sort this, work on
what you want. I'll do better”.

“I need this, and | need you to let me go”.
His grip on my hands loosened as he put some space between us,
“You really want this?".

I nodded. | didn't want it to be like this, but | had had enough. We
needed the space, and | needed a few days to myself.



+10 Banus

"Two days and that’s it. I'll drive you there and I'll pick you back up
when it’s time to come home”,

“If you drive me there you won't leave”.

“Fine Leah whatever you want now come on its freezing out here”.

I must say | was expecting more. A heated argument at least but when
we got inside, he planked himself in front of the tv and didn't say
anything else to me.

| headed upstairs for a quick shower and to change into my pjs. |
couldn't wait to get this dress off, Recently the only thing | felt
comfortable in was sweals or leggings.

When | went back downstairs, he was sat in the same position only
now he had a beer in his hand and a bow! of chips innd his lap. A
football game playing on the tv.

| wasn't even sure if he was talking to me, but | wasn't changing my
mind about going. | wasn't getting made to feel quilty or let him talk me
out of it. | had to remind myself | was doing this for us. A few days
apart wasn't going to kill us.

| went into the kitchen to fix myself some tea and a snack. | was stood
in front of the fridge trying to decide what to eat when his arms snaked
around my waist his head resting against my shoulder

“I fucked up and I'm sorry. | haven't been the best boyfriend recently. In
fact, | haven't been the best at anything”.

“I don't want it to be like this anymore Jake®.

"I promise it'll be different. When you get back from your dads we'll
start over. I'll teach you everything you need to know. We'll go through
the shift together. I'll help you keep control”,

“Okay”. | wantedem to say more but I didn't want to keep going round
in circles. He worries about me, and | understand that but I'm stronger
than he thinks.

"Are we okay?". He asked.

“Always". | turned my head to the side so | could kiss his cheek.
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"Should we walch a maovie?”,

"Sure, babe you pick something I'm just geing to get washed up”. He

kizzed the top of my head. "l love you Leah and | hope you know how
mueh®.

‘I do”. | smiled. “And | love you ton”.

He disappeared upstairs and | settled on the couch with a bag of chips
and a mug of tea, | couldn’t decide what film to pick so | put on friends
until he was finished,

I was scrolling through Facebook when there was a knock on the front
door. | wasn't expecting anyone but no doubt it was someone for Jake.
Putting my tea down | went to answer it.

"Roceo?”. | frownad.

"He in sweatheart?”.

“Yeah, what'’s going on?”.

I just need to speak to him®.

"Okay”. | moved to the side so he could come inside. "Do you want
something to drink?"

“I'm good”. He smiled. "l haven't seen you much. How you doing?”

“I'm okay. How's Reign?”. | hadn't seen much of Rocco’s sister. | wasn't
sure if she still worked at the diner.

"Shes good. She's got her first night patrol soon. That's why 'm hera”,
Reign was going to be patrolling?
“lsn't she a little young?”.

A laugh fell fram his lips. "Don’t let her hear you say that. She's been
dying to get out there and Jake has finally agreed 1o let her”.

Another thing | knew nothing about.

"She's a strong wolf Leah and | think this will be good for her, You know
what my sister is like, She keeps herself to herself, but she wants to
earn her keep”,

“I'm sure she'll do great”. | sat back down on the couch to finish my tea
just as Jake joined us.
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"Rocen”. He nodded.

“Sorry to drop by so late Alpha but it's about Reign. Are you okay if |
bring her out with me tonight so she can leam the ropes?.

“Is she ready?”.
“More than ready”. Rocco spoke.

“Then | see no issues just make sure she knows what duties she
needs to do during the night and make sure someone is with her at al

times®.
"Will do Alpha thank you”,

Once Rocco had left Jake locked up for the night making sure our
home was secure. Friends was still playing on the tw. | wasn't really
bothered about watching a movie anymore.

“Are you hungry?®, He asked sitling down next to me.
| shook my head no. "So, is Reign going to be patrolling now?”.

"Shes bean to a few training sessions. | think she'll be good for the
pack. Strong little wolf*. He chuckled.

"When do | get to come to the training sessions?”, | asked. "Whean will |
get to patrol the territory?”.

“You're pregnant Leah”.

I don'ten need to shift Jake. | can come and watch”,

“We'll sort it once your back. Mow what movie do you want to watch?”.
"Mone”. | grinned. “I'm ready for bed”,

“Then head up babe | won't be long”.

I was really hoping you'd be ready for bed too”.

It didn't take long for him to take the hint. He lifted me into his arms
and carried me upstairs to our bed,

We may have some issues to sort through and somethings to sort out
but one things for sure. | loved him with everything I had.



