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When you add it all up and take a look at it, a lot of life - my life, anyway - is fairly boring. When you're a
kid, a lot of your free time is taken up by school and doing or avoiding homework. When you're an adult,
most of your time is taken up by just work. And then there's also a ton of hours when you have to sleep,
plus a helluva lot of time d
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My name is Catherine. My mother calls me Catherine, everyone calls Kate, and Bobby calls me Katie.
Tom calls me Cat because | hate it. Otherwise he calls me Catherine. I'm twenty-two, I'm smart, I'm not
lucky. Not lately.

When | graduated from college | moved back home to Chicago to get my resu
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Tom worked in the city, too, and he went to the same gym that we did. Allison and he had a few classes
in college together and had struck up a friendship then. She invited him to our sorority parties and he
came, sometimes with a girl, sometimes with a few friends from his job, had a few drinks, and
disappeared politely. It's my suspicion that Alli
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Our gym is a big structure in the middle of a shopping mall. It's a little ways out from the mall so the
parking lot surrounds it. He rounded the corner, near the street where there were fewer cars parked. |
jogged up behind him and said hey.

He turned to me and said hey back.

"What are you doing?" | asked.

"Going home," he said pleasantly.



"You
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| shook my head. | wasn't going to let him take me to his place. That seemed like the start of a
cautionary tale, and | didn't know where he lived. That meant we had to go to my house. At least there
there would be witnesses, a familiar place, but... "Take me to my house," | said. He seemed to
understand the reason. "One hour, right?"

"That's right
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His right hand slid down my side, glided up into my armpit and roved down my body, down my ribs. | felt
his fingers feel each rib, felt them play over my stomach, felt them in my bellybutton. His left hand
snaked over my chest and down the line of my abdomen. He didn't touch my breasts. And he kissed the
back of my neck, moving around to where my
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He reached forward and caressed my cheek. Our eyes met in the mirror. "Before | cum | want you to say,
'Tell me you love me."

My eyes went wide.

He slipped out of me and ran his fingers up my spine. "You don't have to mean it." He tried to smile but
he was clearly enjoying himself too much, or trying to keep from cumming, to manage it completely.
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| think as long as you love someone there is enough to talk about. But for Bobby and I, the longer we
were apart the less we seemed to have to say to each other. | called Bobby the day after Tom and | had
done the deed in my living room, and | felt weird about it, but | didn't feel...bad. | didn't feel guilty. Tom
had seemed pretty business-like ab
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| was glancing down at my small hands over his large ones (each one fairly covered each breast, and I'm
not small) and didn't realize he was waiting for me to look at him. When | glanced up he regarded me
with little expression; but his eyes shone in the dark half light of the living room.

"Tell me about when you lost your virginity."
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"I'm so hot," | said. | couldn't believe I'd said it.
"You're the hottest girl in town."

"God, I"m so fucking hot. Don't you want me?"
"Every day. On the court."

"Did you-" | panted. "Did you see me bend down?"
"Yes."

"I'm so wet for you. | wanted you to fuck me."

"I am fucking you."

"Whenever you want," | said. "Do me right now. Do me right now, A



