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06 Bride and Groom

Tia.

Three weeks later, | had already begun to believe
that the Moons had changed their mind when my
mother told me a date had

been set, and the wedding would take place in a
week. | had never been so scared in my life. |
heaved and vomited several

times, hoping it was all a bad dream and | would
wake up from it soon. Since Caleb and Kirk
travelled, none had reached out,

and | began to feel abandoned. My mother and |
went shopping for a wedding gown. | felt the
heaviness in her heart. My inner

wolf had not spoken to me since this whole fiasco. |
hadn’t shifted or gone hunting since. Something that
was supposed to be

beautiful and a dream was a nightmare. | could see
Luke’s face laying all the horrible rules and saying all
the hurtful things he



said to me when he visited with his father. How was |
going to survive him? With the way he had spoken,
falling in love with each

other was out of the equation.

| used to think | was a laughing stock before; now, |
will know the true meaning. Married to a man that
kept a mistress was the

worst thing that could happen to any woman. It
made you feel inadequate, not enough.

We would be getting married at the registry and
have a small reception at our house. It was our
tradition that the bride’s family

organised everything. Since Stacy had already said
we were beneath them, there was no need to
Impress anyone. My wedding

day had finally come. | was out of tears. | had cried
so much that | became numb. | did not know how to
survive, but | was

determined to survive it. | sat in front of the mirror
and looked at myself. The make-up artist had done
an excellent would shed no

more tears. | was going to live amid vultures, so |
was determined never to show weakness and never
to cry. | would live my life

to the fullest and not let anything get to me. | had
cried and pleaded long enough; my tears and pleas
had amoui would make



sure no one sees my tears again. | was a gamma,
the third strongest wolf in my generation; | had a
pack to serve and a life to

lead. Luke’s meanness and Luna Stacy’s scorn and
wickedness would not get to me. | made myself
those promises and then put

on the vell.

My mother came to my room with an envelope. Her
eyes were puffy, which meant she had been crying. |
expected it. They were

letting their daughter go, and they knew | wouldn‘t
be loved where | was going. “What is this?” | asked,
collecting the envelope

from her. “Open it, Darling,” She managed between
sobs, and | opened it and found a debit card. “That
Is half of what Alpha Luke

paid us. | know Luke does not love you, and he will
not treat you right. We might be middle class, but we
have our pride and

dignity. Shop and take good care of yourself. | do
not want you begging for things. They are not
allowing us to send your clothes

to their house. | do not know their plan, but that
money is enough to help you take care of yourself.
You can start a business too.

If you need a chequebook, visit the bank.” she said,
and | hugged her tightly. My parent loved me too
much.



We drove to the registry. | was bold and determined.
Luke was there, and | went to sit with him. He looked
handsome in his black

suit. His face carried no expression, and | knew mine
was the same. | sat through the whole thing, numb.
We signed the

certificate, and that was it. | rode with Luke to my
house for the reception. My parents had done an
excellent job, and it was

warm. People were there to wish me well, and |
wanted it to be a happy union. | danced with my
father. | felt his nervousness,

and | linked him that | would be okay. “I know you
are tough, princess. Please do not let them break
you. Luke is a complicated

man. Do not let him get to you. Know you can
always come home to visit. We will be here.” he
linked me back, and | hugged him

and fought the tears that welled up in my eyes. The
dance finally ended, and | went back to sit with Luke.
We had not said a

word to each other, and | doubted if we would.
“Would you like to dance?” Luke asked me, and |
was surprised. | had danced with my father already.

| knew he wanted to put up

a show for everyone, so | allowed it.



We danced. | was rigid at first. He leaned close to
my ears and whispered with a soft deep breathy
voice, Relax, Tia,” and |

relaxed. Soon | placed my head against his chest as
we

wayed to the melody. It was beautiful. Luke’s scent
was like cinnamon, and his touch was gentle. How
could this be the same

guy who had said cruel things to me some weeks
ago?

We danced for a while, and when the music
changed to something upbeat, we returned to our —
seats. He did not say anything

to me until it was time for us to leave.

People waited outside to welcome us into the house
when we got to the Moon mansion. When we got to
the door, Luke lifted me

bridal style and carried me into the house. Luke’s
actions didn’t touch me because | knew it was all for
show. Maybe to the

benefit of his father. We did not go to the right—wing
of the house. | was used to the right—wing because
that was where Caleb

stayed. We went to the left-wing. As we moved
close, the decorations thinned, and, soon, it was
nonexistent. Luke wasn’t lying



when he said his part of the house was plain. He
carried me across the hall through the corridor until
we got to a large mahogany

door. He managed to open it with me still in his
arms, and once we were in, he put me down.

| walked in feeling nervous, and he did not say a
word to me; instead, he walked past me. “Where do |
sleep?”’l asked him. Now

that we were not in the public eye, there was no
need for pretence anymore. | waited for the harsh
response. “You sleep in the

master’s bed while | sleep in the other room,” He
said gently. “No need to be nervous. | will not do
anything to you. | am not in

the habit of forcing myself on people. Be rest
assured you are safe.” He assured me. “By the way,
| bought you clothes, and they

are in the walk-in closet. Your jewellery and
undergarments are in the dresser. If you need
anything else, let me know. Also, | will

need you to list your beauty products, so | pick them
on my way back” he said, and | looked at him. “Are
you going out?” |

managed, and he looked at me for a while. It was
obvious the answer might hurt me.

“Never mind, you don‘t have to answer that. Forget |
asked. Won't ask again,” | said and did
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not wait for him to speak when | walked into the
closet. | sat on the stool in the closet. Luke had put a
lot of thought into it and

bought many things. | searched around for
something simple to wear. Soon | found an
oversized t-shirt tucked away. It obviously

did not belong there because it was old. | guessed
the people that arranged the closet must have
forgotten it there. It smelled

like cinnamon, and | knew it was Luke’s. | heard the
door close, and | knew Luke had left. | exited the
closet and went to the

bathroom. We would have to share the bathroom
with the way the set-up was. | looked through the arc
that separated my room

from his, and | noticed that | was sleeping on the
better bed. The other room was very plain and
simple. Why would he give me

the better part of the room?

| went to shower and lay down on the bed wearing
the t-shirt | had found and a pair of white lace
underwear. The T-shirt was old,

but | had nothing else to wear. Everything there was
seductive, and | didn’t intend to seduce Luke.

|

|



| sat on the bed, bored. | did not know what to do. |
started browsing out of boredom and decided to
order some sex toys. | had

always wanted to have those, but | never bought any
out of fear that my mother would find them in my
room. Now that | was a

married woman and my husband was not interested
In me, it was best | had things to help myself. The
fact that Luke left me to

go and see his girlfriend on our wedding night made
me understand my situation.

Also, | knew would soon be on my heat period, and |
have learned a lot about the heat to know it is no
funny business. | would

need all the help I could get. | had read a lot about
heat, and | was prepared. There was no way | would
beg Luke to help with it.

| had promised myself that | would not beg anyone
for anything. | will not break, and | intend to keep
that promise. 1 | went into

his room and looked around. There wasn’t anything
there to tell me about him. | felt insulted a bit. This
was our wedding night,

and | was sure he had gone to his girlfriend. He
should have given me some dignity, stayed the
night, and then visited her the



next day. Now everyone would know he does not
care about me, and we are yet to consummate the
union. Maybe he did it for

her benefit. They were in love before Luna Stacy
threw me into the mix and forced me down Luke’s
throat. | was the other

woman in this, even though we were married. |
wouldn’t let it get to me anyway. | returned to my
room and searched online toy

shops. | bought a couple of things. | did not know
what they all did and using a search engine to
understand the toys was

tedious, but | was able to buy a few.

After | had purchased them, | realised that no curtain
or door separated Luke’s room from mine. | would
have to do the deed

when he is not around. | had heard a lot about toys,
and | intend to try them out once they arrive. | was
excited about my

purchase, and soon | fell asleep on the bed.
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07 Caleb’s Outburst.

Luke.

Tia was a gentle soul. | did not want her to be a
laughing stock, so | offered her to dance. | was
determined not to be cruel to her.

She looked beautiful, and | stole several glances at
her. | knew she was a beauty, but | did not realise
how much until she arrived



at the registry. | wished the circumstances were
different. When | held her to dance, her palm felt soft
against mine, and the need

to protect her aroused in me. | knew that was the
Alpha in me reacting. How could someone so
delicate and beautiful be equally

strong? It was amazing. | got carried away with her
in my arms. If it weren’t for the upbeat song that the
DJ played, | would not

have left her

Tia did not want this union, and neither did she want
me; | knew if | lingered in our bedroom, | would take
her, and | couldn’t do

that. | wanted to sink my teeth into her neck while |
buried myself in her, but | had to control myself, so |
left. | had to go and calm

myself. | had broken up with Elisabeth a week ago,
and it wasn't easy. She had cried and called me
narnes. There was no way to

keep a mistress when | had a wife. Even if our union
were loveless, | would give Tia her respect. | did not
know where all of this

would lead, but | hoped it would eventually lead
somewhere.

| drove about the town until it was late at night. |
returned home knowing that my wife would be
asleep by then. | entered my



room through the second door to not disturb her
sleep. My Alpha instincts urged me to check on her
to ensure she was okay. So

| went to her room, ensuring | did not make a sound.
She lay on the bed with my t-shirt on her. Her slim
tanned legs were

beautiful, and her white lace pants were exposed.
Tia was a beauty. She laid on the bed fetus style,
and | wondered if that was how she slept at night.
My father should have let me

court her before the wedding, but he wanted it over
and done with before Caleb returned. | could see
why. T'ia was a beauty, and

it would be sad to see Caleb taint her. | wondered
how my brother spent so long with her and never
noticed her. | took the quilt

from the closet and covered her body because she
seemed cold. | showered and went to bed.

The banging was loud. Someone was hitting the
door. | woke up, and it was morning.

“Tial Tia!” | heard it loud, and | saw Tia advance
towards the door. With the way she walked, it was
apparent she had just woken

up too because she seemed a bit confused. “Don‘t,”
| said, and she turned to look at me. | knew she was
surprised that | was in

the room. She must have thought | wasn’t going to
come home last night.



“It is Caleb,” she said, and | frowned at her. What
was Caleb doing at home, and what was he doing at
my house wing? He never

came here. “Tia, please open the door!” he banged
the door, and | got up and walked across my room to
Tia's room. By the time

| got there, Tia had opened the door for Caleb.
Caleb stepped in, shirtless and sweating. | could feel
his anger. “Tia, Tia,” He said

and hugged her. | was confused by his action. He
kissed her head and then

held her face with his hands to look into her eyes.

‘Il am sorry, Tia, | am so sorry,” he said to her.” | tried
to come home. | tried to return, but the errands were
too much. I am so

sorry,” He said, and | heard the crack in his voice.
Was he crying? Tia did not utter a word. He held her
to his chest, squeezing

her tightly. | had never seen Caleb lose his shit this
way over a woman before. What the hell had come
over him?

He looked up at me. His eyes were bloodshot and
teary. He let go of Tia and walked up to me, and
punched me.

“Caleb!” Tia screamed.



“Did you have to marry her, Luke?” He yelled and
attacked me. | wasn’t going to take it, so | punched
him back, and he fell.

“Stop!” Tia screamed, but we were at it.

| was about to send another punch toward Caleb
when Tia stood before me to prevent the blow. It
almost hit her; | was glad |

could stop it. “Get out of my room, Caleb,” | said to
him.

“You did not have to marry her, Luke. Father would
have still given you the estate. You did not have to
take her from me, Luke!”

he yelled, and Tia looked at me with surprise. | did
not even know our father would give me anything for
this. | was just obeying

an order by marrying her. Stacy had set me up too
many times. | knew if | refused, she would do
something that might cost me. |

married Tia for the sake of peace.

“Take her from you? You were not even dating her.
You told your friends she made passes at you last |
checked, and you were

not interested. Where are all these coming from?” |
asked my brother, and soon our father walked in. |
guess the servants must

have informed him about the commotion in my room
through the mind link.



“What the hell is going on here?” He asked, and |
looked at Caleb to explain himself. He did not say a
word, and my father

looked at me to explain.

“Tia and | were asleep when Caleb started banging
the door. She let him in, and one thing led to
another, and he attacked me.” |

said, and my father looked at him. “Why will you
attack your brother, and what are you doing in his
wing?” My father asked him.

“Please annul the wedding, father, please,” Caleb
asked in tears, and my father was shocked at him.
“Are you alright, Caleb? | remember you told me that
you were not interested in Tia in that sense,” my
father said, and | looked at

Tia, who looked numb. She had gone to sit at the
foot of the bed. | was sure she was as shocked and
confused as | was.

“Yes, but that was to protect her from my mother. |
thought she would leave her alone if | said no,” he
confessed, and | felt

fucked.

“What!” my father exclaimed. “You should have been
a grown—up about it and told me.”

“You always do what she says, so | felt if | pretended
| did not want her, she would leave her

alone,” Caleb said.



“And how would you have been able to be with her?”
our father asked.

“I was going to wait until | become Alpha and name
her as my luna,” Caleb said, and Tia bowed her
head and began to weep.

What a mess, this was a huge mess. My father
backed away from shock until his back was against
the wall.

Stacy entered. “Caleb, what is the meaning of this?”
Stacy said, and Caleb stared at her with murder in
his eyes. “You have

ruined people’s lives; that is what it is,” My father
said to her, and she looked stunned.

“You destroyed Luke’s love life and also that of your
son. Caleb is in love with Tia and wanted her as his
mate all this while, but

said no because he was afraid you would do
something to her. You still did anyway. Happy now?
Look at my sons, both unhappy

because you had to play god.” My father said, and it
hurt. | looked at Tia, and she did not lift her head.
She was sobbing

profusely. | went to her, but she refused to let me
touch her. It was hard. She had quit pursuing her
dream and signed up at the

academy to be with Caleb. They had grown together
and trained together. They were inseparable, and
Caleb’s mother’s greed



permanently tore them apart. “You cannot be with
Tia, Caleb. Even if Luke annuls the marriage, you
cannot be with her,” Stacy

said, and Caleb looked at his mother with tears.
“Kimberly is pregnant,” she said, and | almost
laughed. How convenient. Suddenly pregnancy
mattered to her. What about all the

babies she had aborted on his behalf. There was
only one reason why she would play this card. Miles
family had money, and

since she has found out that all the Moon money
goes to me, it is best she makes sure her son
marries well for financial security.

Caleb looked at her, stunned. “| do not want..” Caleb
said like he always said, he was about to say he did
not want her to keep it,

but his mother shut him down.

“I have covered up for you too many times. You will
take responsibility for this one. | advise you to leave
Luke’s wife alone!” she

yelled at him and walked out. Caleb went to kneel by
Tia. “| will find a way, Tia, | promise. | will find a
way,” He said. “Do not

make promises you can’t keep, son. If you loved her
so much, you wouldn'’t be sleeping around and
getting many girls pregnant



that we had covered up for you; you would have
owned up to your feeling when | asked you before
we joined her with your

brother. Listen to your mother and leave your
brother’s wife alone,” My father ordered him, and |
was speechless.

While my father forced Caleb out of my room, | stood
there, dumbfounded. What the fuck had just
happened?
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08 Take a peek

Tia.

| was in shock by what had just happened. | was
shocked and angry. Caleb had to wait this long
before confessing his feeling for

me. It wasn’t heartwarming. What did he expect me
to do? I could not believe he had rejected me before
they passed me on to

Luke. | was angry at him. His father was right. He
should have come clean to his parents if he cared
about me. He should have

made an effort. Instead, he made me endure two
years of watching him change girlfriends like sheets.
Hearing that he had

gotten many girls pregnant and forced them to have
abortions made me sick. Who was Caleb? Did |
know him? How many sides

did he have? This was a genuinely dysfunctional
family. | wasn’t crying because | was heartbroken; |
was crying because | was



angry. They were talking about me as if | was an
object. Caleb was supposed to be my best friend,
yet he played a massive part

In making me end up in a loveless marriage.

Luke tried to touch my shoulders when they left, and
| shrugged him off. He did not have the decency to
stay-in on our wedding

night. He had to humiliate me and go to sleep with
his girlfriend. “Tia,” he called my name, and | did not
want to answer him. |

went straight to the closet to get something to weatr.
“Tia,” he said, following me. | was shaking, but |
stood my ground. “Why

would you buy me sexy outfits? It is not like we
would have sex. You said it yourself. You have a
girlfriend, and she will bear you

children. Why buy me clothes | will not use?” |
snapped at him, and | knew he was speechless, but
| did not care. “Please lend

me slacks. | will want to go out to shop this
afternoon.” | said. “I do not have much money in my
account, Tia, but | will receive my

salary next week. If you give me a little time, | will
buy you new clothes,” he said gently, and | looked at
him.

“I wasn’t asking for your money, Luke. | did not come
here with a shovel to dig for gold, as you implied. |
will make my way. |



have some money to buy clothes from a middle-
class clothing store.” | said, and | saw him flinch.

“| said those words in anger, Tia. | do not think you
are a gold digger. | acted based on what my
stepmom led me to believe about

your parents. | do not think that low of you.” he said,
and | did not know how he expected me to feel
about what he had said. It

did not change that we were both trapped in a
loveless marriage.

“I am going hunting this evening. | would like you to
come,” he invited me, and | did not say anything
“Do | have a choice in this?” | asked, and he
nodded.

“Okay, then. | am not interested. | rather go
shopping.” | said to him, and his face hardened a bit.
| did not care.

“You cannot go anywhere during the honeymoon
phase. | am supposed to claim you and wait

14

for you to go into heat. The honeymoon phase ends
after heat.” Luke explained, and | sighed.

“We both know that would not be happening. You
spelt it loud and clear, and when you left to spend
our wedding night with your

woman, you passed the message,” | said. Although |
had no feelings for him, leaving me on our wedding
night to be with



someone was hurtful. He wasn'‘t the only one that
was wronged. It wasn’t only his life that Stacy
messed up. He wasn’t the only

unhappy one. He did not have to sleep with me or
claim me, but he should have at least given me
some respect. Luke walked

away and returned with the slacks in a few minutes.
“We have breakfast in an hour. Get ready in thirty
minutes. It is at the rightwing,

and we are to be seated before my father arrives.”
he said and walked away. | heard him go into the
bathroom.

| exited the closet and sat on the couch in my room
to wait for him. He left the bathroom wet with a towel
tied about his waist. |

averted my gaze immediately. He was just as
handsome underneath his clothes as | had guessed.
| walked into the bathroom,

and it was scented with cinnamon. | checked Luke’s
bath wash, and it was unscented. | guessed the
cinnamon was his natural

scent. | rushed and dressed up in the bathroom.
Once | was out, | saw Luke was ready and wearing
slacks.

“My father will ask about why we had not claimed
each other. | would tell him we were tired, and both
slept off.” He said to me,

and | nodded. | did not care.



We walked to the right-wing in silence. Caleb was
not at the table, but Stacy was there. She stared at
me evilly, and | could not

be bothered now that | knew she was the
mastermind behind my misery; | had no respect for
her. It was all because | had no

money. If | were the one pregnant for Caleb, she
would have asked me to abort it. Somehow | was
grateful | did not end up with

her son; however hurtful it may be, Stacy was an
awful mother-in-law to have. “Good morning Luna
Moon,” | said to her with a

very flat tone. She did not answer, and | did not
care.

Luke served my food, and his kindness touched me,
but | knew it was for display. We sat next to each
other, and he stylishly

placed his hand on my thigh and squeezed. | was a
bit uncomfortable, and | swallowed hard. It would be
kind of him to keep his

hands to himself. | was a young woman with raging
hormones, and | did not want to get all horny. My
toys would

arrive soon, but it was too early for my body to want
to mate. Alpha Aesop came to join us eventually,
and Luke and | stood up to



greet him. When he sat, we sat down. | saw Stacy
roll her eyes. “Tia, how was your night?” Alpha
Aesop asked, and | smiled at

him. It was fake, but it was necessary.

“We were tired and slept off,” | said, and Stacy
laughed. “You fell asleep, you mean,” she said, and |
did not know how to explain,

“I knew when Luke drove out and when he returned.
Must have gone to his girlfriend,” she said, and from
the way Alpha Aesop

looked at his son, | knew it was to get Luke in
trouble.

“He went to get me tampons and toiletries,” | said
quickly to justify his outing. “And maybe branched
his mistress’s home,” Stacy

said, “He will squander all the money on that gold—
digging Elisabeth Barnes...” she said, and Alpha
Aesop shut her up. Now |

knew the name of the mystery woman.

“Enough, Stacy! Leave Luke and his wife alone.
However, they choose to spend the night is their
problem. Why don’t you focus

on your son, Caleb? He got a rich girl pregnant, and
| know that is what you want. Deal with it,” He said,
and | did not say

anything. | felt a bit sorry for Caleb, but he did this to
himself at the same time. He should have used
protection. We finished the



breakfast and returned to Luke’s wing. “Thank you,
Tia,” Luke said, and | did not bother to answer him. |
could understand why

both men were douchebags; they did not stand a
chance with a mother like Stacy. She was all fangs
and claws; nothing was

nurturing about her. | expected they would take out
their frustration on innocent people, but | refused to
be prey. “l know you

have laid down the rules, but please try to be
respectful about it,” | said, and he did not bother to
answer. There was a knock on

my door, and | let the butler into the room. He was
carrying four boxes, and | knew what they were.
“Delivery for Mrs Tia Moon,”

he said, and | asked him to set it on the bed. |
thanked him, and he left.

TE

“You did some shopping?” Luke asked me. “While
you were busy with your girlfriend, | had to occupy
myself with something, so |

shopped,” | said, and he frowned with concern. “I|
should be the one buying you stuff,” he said to me,
and | did not bother to



answer because | doubted if he would want to buy
me sex toys. A few minutes later, Luke came to me
all dressed.

‘I need to set some things at the office. | will be
back,” Luke said to me, “we will go hunting tomorrow
morning,” he said to me,

and | nodded. | knew he would be going to his
girlfriend after leaving the office. There would be no
point waiting up for him.

The whole situation had hardened my heart. | did not
want to feel anymore. It hurt me that Luke was still
seeing his girlfriend

mainly because he was my husband, and we were
supposed to be miserable together; it seemed like
the joke was on me in this

one. | knew he would not return that night, so | opted
to occupy myself. | went through the toys and tucked
them away. | selected

the one | might use the night and placed it under my
pillow. Since | will have the room to myself most
nights, it will be great. |

slept off two hours after eating dinner and woke up
In the middle of the night. The room was dimly lit,
and the television was on. |

reached for the remote and turned off the television.
There was no point in looking at Luke’s room
because | knew where he was.



| went to shower, and | returned to the room. | felt a
bit tense, and | decided to touch myself. | wanted to
use the vibrator, but |

opted for my fingers last minute.

| writhed and moaned as | touched myself. | was
alone in the room, so | could do as | liked. The
moment | came from Rubbing

my clit, | reached for the dildo to soothe my
clenching pussy instead of using my fingers. | did
not push it in deep, so | did not pop

my cherry. It felt so good, and soon the clenching
relaxed. It was much more satisfying than my
fingers. | was tempted to go

deep, but | decided not to. | heard someone sheeze.
| froze immediately and turned towards Luke’s room.
| squinted hard to see, and he was on the bed. He
was sleeping, or he was

pretending to sleep. | made a lot of noise while |
touched myself. | knew he saw me; | knew he knew.
People don’t sneeze while

asleep. Shame washed over me. Would | be able to
face him in the morning? How will I go hunting with
him after this?
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09 Kiss of Guilt

Tia.

| woke up in the morning and did not know how to
face Luke. | knew he saw me; although he did not
say a word about it, the look



of amusement in his eyes proved he saw me. As
long as he did not bring it up | could pretend he did
not see anything. | had

honestly thought he was with his girlfriend.

“We are going hunting,” Like said gently, and |
nodded. | hadn’t shifted to wolf form in a while. |
wanted to hunt.

“Maybe we should eat something, so we do not hunt
like wild animals,” Luke said. | was surprised by his
sentence because | felt

the same way about hunting on an empty stomach.
“I know you can’t stand Stacy, so | asked Bart to
bring our breakfast to this

wing. We will be eating in the breakfast lounge of
this wing,” he said, and | was surprised at him. “How
did you pull it off? | know

eating together is compulsory in this family.” | asked,
and he smiled. His looks were to die for. Luke was
handsome.

“We are newlyweds; we need time alone together.”
He said, and | figured that was reason enough, but
the truth was we weren't

screwing. We ate breakfast in silence. There was an
air of awkwardness between us, and | had had it.
“So, you saw me last night,” | said. Lying in bed and
pleasuring myself wasn'’t a crime. Amidst all this
madness and heartache, |



deserved to experience some pleasure. “l liked what
| saw and heard,” he confessed, and | frowned at
him. “Feel free to do as

you like, Tia. You deserve some fun. If you ever
need me, you link me. | will not touch you against
your will,” He said, and |

arched an eyebrow at him. “You mean at all. You will
not touch me at all.” | corrected him, and he smiled
and bowed his head.

“You looked beautiful last night,” that was all he said.
His words gave me a tingling effect, but | knew he
was just being nice.

We finally went hunting, and | shifted into my grey
wolf form. As | ran through the forest, | loved how
the breeze blew through my

fur and the feel and scent of nature. | wasn’t out
there to hunt but to commune with nature. Luke’s
black wolf form was giant and

domineering. We soon teamed up in the woods and
caught a deer. Instead of killing it, we let it go. | was
shocked; Caleb and

Kirk always killed it and ate the prey in wolf form.
Luke had done precisely what | always fought for
them to do, let the animal go.

| did not want to jump to conclusions yet, but | had
not seen Luke drink since | came, and he had been
nothing but gentle. Could



It be possible that all we had heard were fabricated
stories?

We raced back to the mansion and collected robes
to wear from the butler at the door before entering.
We took turns showering,

and Luke left to do something. Maybe he went to
see his

girlfriend, Elisabeth. | had to admire his loyalty and
determination. Even though he was with me, he still
made the time to be with

her. He was devoted to her. Too bad no one will
ever be devoted to me. Not wanting to sit idly by, |
decided to go to the right

wings library to read some books. The Library in
Luke’'s wing was empty. It wasn'’t long before |
entered the Library when Caleb

came to me. | became uncomfortable immediately. |
remembered what transpired, and | did not think it
was wise to be alone with

him in the Library. So | got up to leave, and he
stopped me “Please, Tia let us talk,” Caleb begged
me. “We have nothing to talk

about,” | said to him, and he held me back and
gently pinned me against the wall trapping me
between his arms. “Please, Tia,”

he said with teary eyes, ” Please,” He pleaded. “You
have nothing to say to me.” | said | was a bit angry.
“Let me explain,” he



pleaded. | knew he would not let me go, so | stayed
there and waited for him to speak “I love you, Tia. |
care about you a lot. |

only said no because | sensed my mother wanted to
hurt you. What | told my father was true. | honestly
thought we had time and

that | could name you Luna when | take over the
Alpha position. | had it all planned out, but my
mother had to..” He said, and |

shook my head. “Your mother did not force you to
get Kimberly and all those other poor girls pregnant,
| said, disgusted that he

had caused a lot of abortions.

“Who are you, Caleb? | feel | didn’t know you,” |
said, and he bowed his head but kept me caged
between his arms.

‘I am still me, Tia. Everything went out of control.
These girls kept coming at me. | just wanted to have
some fun, but | guess they

planned to trap me with a baby. It.."l said, and | got
short.

“No one asked you to fuck them without protection
Caleb; that is on you,” | told him, and he shook his
head.

“| used protection, | swear. There was no time | did
not use protection. Those pregnancies were not
mine. They just wanted to



trap me, and my parents knew that was why they...”
he said, but | shut him up.

“No, Caleb, ltis all on you. You did not have to sleep
with them at all. Why wasn’t your brother getting
people pregnant?” | asked

him, and he got angry. “Luke is a scumbag. He is
only pretending. Everyone knows he is still with
Elisabeth. He is a murderer,

Tia and a drunk. He is irresponsible. Don‘t let him
fool you,” He tried to say, and | smiled.

“I guess it runs in the family then,” | said, and Caleb
looked defeated and bowed his head.

“‘Please, Tia,” He pleaded.

“What do you want me to do?” | asked him, and he
crashed his lips against mine. | had wanted him to
kiss me for so long, but

there was no more room for that kind of behaviour. |
pushed him off me and slapped him. “I am your
brother‘s wife now; you do

not get to do that, Caleb,” | said, and he bowed his
head. “| am sorry, Tia. | am just desperate. He is
only using you to get to me

for taking the Alpha position from him. He doesn't
like you. He has a girlfriend. | bet he goes to her
every time he leaves the

house. Please, Tia, give me a chance. Let me prove
myself. If | claim you, Luke will have no choice but to
annul the marriage.”



He said, and | was surprised at his words. “What
about my reputation?” | asked him, and he was
silent. “Help me out here, Tia. |

cannot let you go. | cannot bear to see you with him.
You were not supposed to be his mate. You were
meant for me, Tia. Please.

Please help me. | can'’t let you go, " he said and
hugged me. He was sobbing seriously. “Please think
about it.” he pleaded.

“I think it is best you spend your energy on
Kimberly,” | said to him, and he shook his head.
“That baby can’t be mine because | used protection
with her. All of them lie. They claim the condom
broke and so on. She

probably got pregnant by someone else and wants
to pin it on me. She did everything to sleep with me
that night, and now |

know why,” he said with so much anger, and | could
almost believe him, but whatever | thought did not
matter anymore; | was

Luke’s wife now. N It was plausible that the ladies
would want to pin a baby on him. It was possible, but
he put himself in that

situation. “If you truly loved me, Caleb, you would
have waited for me. When your father asked you if
you wanted me, you would



have damned the consequences and stood up for
me,” | said; tears were welling up in my eyes, too
because he was saying all

the words | wanted him to say a little late. | was his
brother’'s now. Having an affair with him was out of
the question even though

| knew Luke was seeing his girlfriend, even though
Luke had told me | could see anyone | liked. | still
could not do it. | knew it

meant | would be miserable all my life.

“Okay, okay,” He said, drying his tears. Let us
resurrect our friendship. Before all this, we were best
friends, and you are still my

Gamma. Let us at least be friends,” he said. “I do not
think that would be wise with the way things are and
how you feel,” | said,

and he paused.

“Let me kiss you, please,” He said. | could hear low
growls. | had never seen Caleb lose his cool before.
This was a new side of

him, | sighed and stood still for him to kiss me. We
kissed. His kiss was deep and sorrowful. | was
giving him a goodbye kiss

while he was pleading his case. Soon | broke it off
and left him in the Library. | walked out of the Library
aroused, briskly, | walked



to the left-wing. Luke was in the room when |
entered. There were some shopping bags on my
bed. “Since you did not write your

toiletries list, | had to seek your mother's help. |
haven't received my salary yet, so | bought what |
could, and | managed to buy

some casual clothes | feel you might be comfortable
In, He said and walked into my room, then sniffed
the air.

King of Guili

IT

“Were you with Caleb?” he asked, and | felt guilty.
“We bumped into each other in the Library. | went to
use the Library on the

right—-wing because the one here has no books.” |
said, and he nodded. “And you used that opportunity
to kiss,” he said and

gave me a half-smile with a tinge of hurt in his eyes.
“Your swollen lips gave it away,” he said and walked
back to his side of the room before | could speak. He
picked up his car keys

and left the room. | knew he was angry, and i knew
he was going to Elisabeth Barnes. | touched my lips,
and | felt guilty. | should

have explained to him it meant nothing, and | only
kissed him goodbye so | could leave the Library. |
knew it wouldn‘t sound right.



| knew | should not feel bad. It was just a kiss, and it
wasn't like | was fucking Caleb. He was sleeping
with someone. It was

unfair for him to make me feel guilty about a kiss
when he was going all the way.
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09 Kiss of Guilt

Tia.

| woke up in the morning and did not know how to
face Luke. | knew he saw me; although he did not
say a word about it, the look

of amusement in his eyes proved he saw me. As
long as he did not bring it up I could pretend he did
not see anything. | had

honestly thought he was with his girlfriend.

“We are going hunting,” Like said gently, and |
nodded. | hadn’t shifted to wolf form in a while. |
wanted to hunt.

“Maybe we should eat something, so we do not hunt
like wild animals,” Luke said. | was surprised by his
sentence because | felt

the same way about hunting on an empty stomach.
“I know you can'’t stand Stacy, so | asked Bart to
bring our breakfast to this

wing. We will be eating in the breakfast lounge of
this wing,” he said, and | was surprised at him. “How
did you pull it off? | know

eating together is compulsory in this family.” | asked,
and he smiled. His looks were to die for. Luke was
handsome.



“We are newlyweds; we need time alone together.”
He said, and | figured that was reason enough, but
the truth was we weren’t

screwing. We ate breakfast in silence. There was an
air of awkwardness between us, and | had had it.
“So, you saw me last night,” | said. Lying in bed and
pleasuring myself wasn’t a crime. Amidst all this
madness and heartache, |

deserved to experience some pleasure. ‘| liked what
| saw and heard,” he confessed, and | frowned at
him. “Feel free to do as

you like, Tia. You deserve some fun. If you ever
need me, you link me. I will not touch you against
your will,” He said, and |

arched an eyebrow at him. “You mean at all. You will
not touch me at all.” | corrected him, and he smiled
and bowed his head.

“You looked beautiful last night,” that was all he said.
His words gave me a tingling effect, but | knew he
was just being nice.

We finally went hunting, and | shifted into my grey
wolf form. As | ran through the forest, | loved how
the breeze blew through my

fur and the feel and scent of nature. | wasn’t out
there to hunt but to commune with nature. Luke’s
black wolf form was giant and



domineering. We soon teamed up in the woods and
caught a deer. Instead of killing it, we let it go. | was
shocked; Caleb and

Kirk always killed it and ate the prey in wolf form.
Luke had done precisely what | always fought for
them to do, let the animal go.

| did not want to jump to conclusions yet, but | had
not seen Luke drink since | came, and he had been
nothing but gentle. Could

It be possible that all we had heard were fabricated
stories?

We raced back to the mansion and collected robes
to wear from the butler at the door before entering.
We took turns showering,

and Luke left to do something. Maybe he went to
see his

girlfriend, Elisabeth. | had to admire his loyalty and
determination. Even though he was with me, he still
made the time to be with

her. He was devoted to her. Too bad no one will
ever be devoted to me. Not wanting to sit idly by, |
decided to go to the right

wings library to read some books. The Library in
Luke’'s wing was empty. It wasn't long before |
entered the Library when Caleb

came to me. | became uncomfortable immediately. |
remembered what transpired, and | did not think it
was wise to be alone with



him in the Library. So | got up to leave, and he
stopped me “Please, Tia let us talk,” Caleb begged
me. “We have nothing to talk

about,” | said to him, and he held me back and
gently pinned me against the wall trapping me
between his arms. “Please, Tia,”

he said with teary eyes, ” Please,” He pleaded. “You
have nothing to say to me.” | said | was a bit angry.
“Let me explain,” he

pleaded. | knew he would not let me go, so | stayed
there and waited for him to speak Il love you, Tia. |
care about you a lot. |

only said no because | sensed my mother wanted to
hurt you. What | told my father was true. | honestly
thought we had time and

that | could name you Luna when | take over the
Alpha position. | had it all planned out, but my
mother had to..” He said, and |

shook my head. “Your mother did not force you to
get Kimberly and all those other poor girls pregnant,”
| said, disgusted that he

had caused a lot of abortions.

“Who are you, Caleb? | feel | didn’t know you,” |
said, and he bowed his head but kept me caged
between his arms.

‘I am still me, Tia. Everything went out of control.
These girls kept coming at me. | just wanted to have
some fun, but | guess they



planned to trap me with a baby. It.."l| said, and | got
short.

“No one asked you to fuck them without protection
Caleb; that is on you,” | told him, and he shook his
head.

“l used protection, | swear. There was no time | did
not use protection. Those pregnancies were not
mine. They just wanted to

trap me, and my parents knew that was why they...”
he said, but | shut him up.

“No, Caleb, Itis all on you. You did not have to sleep
with them at all. Why wasn’t your brother getting
people pregnant?” | asked

him, and he got angry. “Luke is a scumbag. He is
only pretending. Everyone knows he is still with
Elisabeth. He is a murderer,

Tia and a drunk. He is irresponsible. Don‘t let him
fool you,” He tried to say, and | smiled.

“I guess it runs in the family then,” | said, and Caleb
looked defeated and bowed his head.

“‘Please, Tia,” He pleaded.

“What do you want me to do?” | asked him, and he
crashed his lips against mine. | had wanted him to
kiss me for so long, but

there was no more room for that kind of behaviour. |
pushed him off me and slapped him. “I am your
brother's wife now; you do



not get to do that, Caleb,” | said, and he bowed his
head. “| am sorry, Tia. | am just desperate. He is
only using you to get to me

for taking the Alpha position from him. He doesn't
like you. He has a girlfriend. | bet he goes to her
every time he leaves the

house. Please, Tia, give me a chance. Let me prove
myself. If | claim you, Luke will have no choice but to
annul the marriage.”

He said, and | was surprised at his words. “What
about my reputation?” | asked him, and he was
silent. “Help me out here, Tia. |

cannot let you go. | cannot bear to see you with him.
You were not supposed to be his mate. You were
meant for me, Tia. Please.

Please help me. | can'’t let you go, ” he said and
hugged me. He was sobbing seriously. “Please think
about it.” he pleaded.

“I think it is best you spend your energy on
Kimberly,” | said to him, and he shook his head.
“That baby can’t be mine because | used protection
with her. All of them lie. They claim the condom
broke and so on. She

probably got pregnant by someone else and wants
to pin it on me. She did everything to sleep with me
that night, and now |



know why,” he said with so much anger, and | could
almost believe him, but whatever | thought did not
matter anymore; | was

Luke’s wife now. N It was plausible that the ladies
would want to pin a baby on him. It was possible, but
he put himself in that

situation. “If you truly loved me, Caleb, you would
have waited for me. When your father asked you if
you wanted me, you would

have damned the consequences and stood up for
me,” | said; tears were welling up in my eyes, too
because he was saying all

the words | wanted him to say a little late. | was his
brother’s now. Having an affair with him was out of
the question even though

| knew Luke was seeing his girlfriend, even though
Luke had told me | could see anyone | liked. | still
could not do it. | knew it

meant | would be miserable all my life.

“Okay, okay,” He said, drying his tears. Let us
resurrect our friendship. Before all this, we were best
friends, and you are still my

Gamma. Let us at least be friends,” he said. “| do not
think that would be wise with the way things are and
how you feel,” | said,

and he paused.



“Let me kiss you, please,” He said. | could hear low
growls. | had never seen Caleb lose his cool before.
This was a new side of

him, | sighed and stood still for him to kiss me. We
kissed. His kiss was deep and sorrowful. | was
giving him a goodbye kiss

while he was pleading his case. Soon | broke it off
and left him in the Library. | walked out of the Library
aroused, briskly, | walked

to the left-wing. Luke was in the room when |
entered. There were some shopping bags on my
bed. “Since you did not write your

toiletries list, | had to seek your mother's help. |
haven'‘t received my salary yet, so | bought what |
could, and | managed to buy

some casual clothes | feel you might be comfortable
In, He said and walked into my room, then sniffed
the air.

King of Guili

IT

“Were you with Caleb?” he asked, and | felt guilty.
“We bumped into each other in the Library. | went to
use the Library on the

right—-wing because the one here has no books.” |
said, and he nodded. “And you used that opportunity
to kiss,” he said and

gave me a half-smile with a tinge of hurt in his eyes.



“Your swollen lips gave it away,” he said and walked
back to his side of the room before | could speak. He
picked up his car keys

and left the room. | knew he was angry, and i knew
he was going to Elisabeth Barnes. | touched my lips,
and | felt guilty. | should

have explained to him it meant nothing, and | only
kissed him goodbye so | could leave the Library. |
knew it wouldn‘t sound right.

| knew | should not feel bad. It was just a kiss, and it
wasn't like | was fucking Caleb. He was sleeping
with someone. It was

unfair for him to make me feel guilty about a kiss
when he was going all the way.
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10 Rage

Luke.

| got back home in the night after taking a long walk
In the park. Tia was asleep. The television on her
side of the room was on,

but | did not bother to cross over to turn it off, so |
did not disturb her sleep. Instead, | turned off the
lights in my room and lay in

bed. | was restless and couldn’t sleep, so | stayed
awake. Caleb’s display had baffled me. | also
noticed the wall Tia had pulled

up. Maybe | should not have said those hurtful
things to her. | could have investigated the situation
without hurting her feelings.

There were words | couldn’t take back, and the
woman seemed quite unforgiving. She was also
wise. She knew what Stacy was



trying to do during breakfast, and she had bailed me
out. The truth was, | was not dating Elisabeth
anymore. However, she had

been sending messages and trying to reach me. |
respect my wife too much to keep a mistress. Even if
| had no feelings for her,

| intended to share the misery with her. | was open
to a friendship, but | knew it would take time for Tia
to come around,

especially after Caleb’s display.

| lay in bed and stared at the ceiling. My night vision
was better than most wolves, so | did not need the
light. | turned to my side

to look at Tia‘s room, where she lay peacefully in
bed. The arc in my room was big. It wasn't supposed
to be a double room, but |

had made it that way. It was supposed to be a
bedroom and a living room, but | had made it double
because of the marriage.

Tia woke up, and | watched her switch off her
television and go to the bathroom. She didn‘t even
bother to glance towards my

room. | guess she did not know | was home.

What Tia did that night surprised me, and it
remained burned in my memory. She touched
herself. | watched her legs, hand, and



body as she responded to the pleasure she was
giving herself. | had never seen something like that
before. The woman was

sensual. Who would have thought? | saw her as a
little sister until then. Tia was a woman. Her moans
and breathing aroused

me, and | felt like | was being tortured. Even though
she was my wife, | could see and not touch her. |
wasn’t the type to force

myself on a woman, and | did not want to take her
based on lust alone. If we ever got to do anything, it
would be because we feel

something for each other, and she wants me.

The sight of Tia writhing with pleasure and moaning
on her bed remained burned in my memory, and |
had something to work

with when | worked on myself. | did not want her to
know | was there, but something irritated my nose,
and | sneezed. | quickly

turned and pretended to be asleep, but | knew she
would know | saw her.

Tia knew | saw her, and | had to be honest with her
about it and how | felt during breakfast. She looked
beautiful, and I liked what

| saw. | knew my response wasn’t expected, but that
was the truth. Next time, | offered to help, but | knew
my wife was proud. |



doubted she would be inviting me into her bed
anytime soon, but I still made the offer just in case
she chose to reconsider.

| enjoyed hunting with her. | never went hunting with
Elisabeth. All she ever wanted was to make love and
eat in expensive

restaurants that constantly bled my not so heavy
pockets. | might own the company now, but | was
still on salary. My father

wanted me to work my way

OR

1. up. On the contrary to what people would think, |
was just a salary earner and not better off than the
rest of the employees. |

could not afford many things, but Elisabeth didn’t
always understand that, and | went above and
beyond to please her. Now

that she is no longer in my life, | will get to save
some money. | didn‘t particularly appreciate how
things ended between

Elisabeth and me, and | still thought about her, but |
could not disrespect my wife. | could not waste
Elisabeth’s life either.

She was willing to be my mistress, but she deserved
better. She deserved someone who would love her
and be with Being



the other woman in my life would be cruel. As much
as | was addicted to her, | had to let her go, but
Elisabeth was yet to let

go.

Tia’s wolf form was excellent. Her grey fur was
beautiful, and | felt highly protective of her. | was
surprised that she let the deer

we caught go. | thought she was Caleb’s best friend.
| knew Caleb loved to hunt and devour his prey.
Maybe she let it go for my

sake. Next time | will let her decide.

| chose to shop for some toiletries and clothes for
Tia, so | reached out to her mother for help. | bought
little because | did not

have much in my account, but | hoped that would be
enough until | get paid. | had spent a fortune on her
closet, and it was a bit

painful that she did not like the clothes there. |
wanted to see her in them. | was honestly willing to
try, but it was clear she wasn't.

| asked her mother to bring some of her old clothes
so she could be more comfortable.

Tia wasn’t in the room when | returned. | linked Bart,
and he told me she was around. | wanted to link her
but decided against it

last minute.



Soon she walked into her room, smelling of Caleb
with swollen lips. She still wanted him. Even after all
that she knew about him,

she still wanted him. Even after hearing the
arrangements between him and Kimberly, she still
wanted him. | could not believe

her. | thought she was stronger than that. | guess
love was genuinely blind and, in her case, stupid
too. | was angry, but | did not

want to let it show or take it out on her.

Was this what | would have to deal with? Caleb
would start sleeping with her, | knew it. | was
angry. | knew | had told her she could do as she
liked but not this. | did not even mean it. | wasn't
doing as | wanted. If | were,

she would have my mark by now.

| parked my car and went to the right-wing
Immediately. | knew | was fuming with anger. | hardly
lost my cool, but this was it.

“Where is Caleb!” | asked their butler, Norman, and
he was confused. Stacy walked out of the music
room with my father, and |

did not bother to greet them. “Where is Caleb!” |
asked again, and then my greedy brother came
toward me. | rushed at him and

began to beat the shit out of him. My father had to
pull me off him. “Don‘t you fucking touch my wife
again!” | yelled at him. “Stay



away from Tia, Caleb. You had your chance, and
you blew it. You can’t always have what is mine!” |
yelled at him, believing that

was all that this was about. He wanted Tia simply
because she was mine. “Control yourself, Luke!” my
father ordered me, and |

tried to be calm. “What happened?” he asked.
“Caleb made out with Tia in the library,” | said to my
dad, still trying to breathe.

“At your Wing?” Stacy asked, and | knew what she
was driving at.

“Caleb, did you go to the left wing to make out with
your brother’s wife after | had warned you not to go
there?” My father asked

him and Caleb remained silent. He did not want my
father to know Tia had come to use the Library at
their wing. He was

protecting her.

“‘Answer me!” my father yelled, and Caleb nodded.
“You are despicable,” my father spat, and | noticed
Stacy was angry.

“The workers said she was in this Library,” Stacy
said, and Caleb shook his head.

“That is a lie. | went to the left wing,” He said, and
my father walked up to him and punched him.
“Don‘t you ever touch your brother's wife again,” my
father said. | saw fire in Stacy’s eyes. “Tell your slut
wife to stay away from



my son!” she yelled at me, almost in tears. She
wasn'’t happy that her husband punched her son.
“Shut your mouth Stacy,” my father yelled at her. He
was livid. “Father, please,” Caleb said, going on his
knees, “Ask Luke to

annul the marriage. He doesn’t love her, and he
doesn’t want her. Luke hasn't touched her. He has
someone he goes to at night.

Please, father. Ask him to annul the marriage and let
me be with her. Please,” Caleb begged, still
desperate. “And what happens

to Kimberly and her baby?” My father asked him,
and his face hardened. “That baby isn‘t mine!” he
said.

“So you say all the time. Unfortunately, she will have
this one,” My father said, “Stay away from Tia. | paid
a lot of money to marry

her to your brother. Leave well enough alone. If you
are hurt, take it up with your mother. She
masterminded all this because she

felt Tia wasn'’t rich enough for you,” My father said to
Caleb, and asked me to leave. | walked away, still
fuming, but | was

ashamed of my outburst. | had never lost my shit like
that before. | needed to protect myself so | do not
get hurt; as things are,



Caleb and Tia might start fucking right under my
nose. | did not know what to do, but | had to guard
my heart. | knew the words |

said to her when my father and I visited were a
contributing factor to this mess. | wish there were a
reset button to press, but

there wasn’t any. | did not return to my room until
late in the night. | entered the room and did not
bother to check on Tia. |

glanced at her room, and she was sleeping. That
was enough. | showered and went to bed.
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