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Chapter 396 How Could She Not Want to?

Jaguan did not ignore her movements and quietly loosened his grip.
Looking at the stubbornness in her eyes, he felt even more helpless.
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After a long time, he had to soften his expression and tone and speak to her in a low
voice.

“Wanda, I've never thought of you like that. Perhaps my words and actions just now
were slightly disrespectful to you, but that was something that exceeded my
expectations, and it's unavoidable

that | couldn’t control it. | hope you can calm down and properly talk to me about the
matters

between us. Even if you’re unwilling to marry me, as Will’'s mother, shouldn’t you
consider it for

him?”
As Will’'s mother.

Wanda also wanted to think about it as a mother. Every time she saw the little fellow
sitting alone in

the president’s office, looking well-behaved and sensible, she felt very worried.
How could she not want to?
Not everything could go according to one’s wishes.

She understood, so she could only suppress her emotions.



No one knew how many days she had been missing him. She thought about how he
was doing in the Barton family, whether he would be bullied in school, and whether
other students would look down on him because his mother was not by his side... All
these things made her toss and turn for more than one night and unable to sleep well.

She had also seen Jaquan bring him to the company during the day. She would take
this opportunity

to visit him in the office.

She cared about him so much, but she still pretended not to know anything and took the
opportunity to take a look at him while working.

If he was fine, she could rest assured.

She even had a daydream that she was a down-and-out daughter of a wealthy family
and her mother had been abducted by a scumbag and now she came back to find her
and take her home.

In this way, she would have a reasonable identity to talk to the Barton family about
marriage, so that she would not be timid because of her social rank and stay away from
her children for a long

time.
When Jaquan confessed his love to her, she had been tempted.

The conversation in the coffee room was one of the reasons why she didn’t agree, and
the other reason was her family background.

Perhaps in terms of love, no matter what kind of family background they came from, it
was just a matter of what kind of person they were.

However, marriage was different. She had to integrate into a certain family, so it was
inevitable that she would have different living habits. There were many things that she
had to pay attention to.



Even if the Barton family was very kind to her and told her that she didn’t need to care
about these false things, who could guarantee that the outsiders wouldn’t judge her and
the Barton family?

She hated trouble, so she didn’t want to face it.

She couldn’t guarantee that she would be able to stay true to herself after marrying into
the Barton family, nor could she guarantee that she wouldn'’t lose herself in the vanity of
marriage. She was even more afraid that she would become the person that she looked
down on the most and curry

favor with others for money and lower her morale.”
So it was better to refuse from the beginning.

She lowered her head and said in a depressed tone, “Mr. Barton, it's not that | don’t
care,

She paused for a moment and forced a smile.
butl...”

“From the moment | placed Will at the door of your house, | was no longer qualified to
be a mother. You're right, | gave up on him. | don’t deserve him. | think with the
conditions of the Barton family, it's enough to make up for his lost maternal love. As for
me... you can pretend that nothing happened today.”

She felt the grip on her wrist loosen and tried to pull her hand away, intending to leave.
However, right after she said those words, that enormous power swept forth again.
“Wanda, when did | say that you are not worthy?”

Jaquan frowned and stared at her

with his starry eyes.



He admitted that he had been a little rude to her just now, but he had never said
anything harsh to

her.
How could she convict him like this?

She smiled bitterly and said, “Mr. Barton, did you forget? When Cici went to the
company for the first time, you said that in the coffee. | didn’t eavesdrop. | happened to
pass by the coffee that day. Maybe God wanted me to hear what you said, so...”

She raised her eyes, and her gaze became firm again as she solemnly called out his
name.

“‘Jaquan, let go of me.”

When their eves met, there was a long silence.

Get Bots

One stood still and looked up at the man in front of her stubbornly.

One of them held the other’s hand and didn’t move for a long time. He lowered his eyes
and had

mixed feelings.
After a long while, it was finally Jaquan who was defeated first.

He took back his hand that had been holding onto hers and tried to speak as gently as
possible. “Wanda, there was a reason for what | said in the coffee. At that time, Cici
encouraged me to confess

my love to you, and | accepted her suggestion. But at the same time, | also thought that
if | married you, what if Will's biological mother came back and made you unhappy?
That’'s why | said that to

Cici...



“After all, at that time, | was just a stranger who didn’t even know the appearance of
Will’s biological mother. How could | have a good impression of her and hurt you
because of her?”

His explanation was like a bolt from the blue.

She opened her mouth and didn’t know what to say for a moment.

So... was that how it was?

She had only overheard a portion of the conversation by accident. Because of that, a

misunderstanding had arisen in her heart, and she had mistaken her for the mother who
had

abandoned her child.
But she didn’t expect that it was because of her at first.

Because he was familiar with her, he decided to give up on Will’'s mother, whom he had
never met.

Wanda looked at Jaquan with mixed feelings in her.
eyes.

Jaquan’s expression was still the same, and his tone softened because of her gradually
slowing down. “Wanda, if you give up on me because of what | said at that time, won’t
you be too cruel to me?”

She opened her mouth slightly. “I...”

Before she could say anything, Jaquan interrupted her. “Wanda, you don’t have to say
anything. At the end of the day, it's my problem. It's me who made you feel insecure, so
you refused again and again. Can you listen to me again and give me another chance?
Or, give Will another chance.”

“I've never thought of giving up on Will. It's because...”



At the mention of Will, Wanda defended herself without hesitation. Probably realizing
that her words were too harsh, she quickly restrained herself and a trace of annoyance
flashed across her face.

Jaguan looked at her with gentle eyes and did not pursue the matter.
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He raised his hand as if he wanted to rub her head because of her expression. But he
silently withdrew his hand as if he was afraid of offending her.

“Wanda, no matter why you sent Will back, | believe there must be a reason. In addition,
you have also seen Will’s life. Our family can indeed provide a comprehensive
guarantee in materials. | will take him with me when | am free. But most of the time, he
is alone or with my mother. No matter how hard we try, we can’t do as well as you do.
Are you really... not willing to give me a chance? Are you not willing to let Will call you
mother?”

Chapter 397 The Answer

Wanda’s expression was still complicated, as if she hadn’t received all the information
yet.

As soon as she opened her mouth, she saw Cierra walking toward them in a hurry. It
probably had something to do with Will. Because it was in the hospital and she couldn’t
speak loudly, she came in

person.

Jaquan also noticed it and interrupted her in time. “Wanda, I'll give you some time to
think about it. Go and see how Will is doing. If you're still not willing to be with me, |
won’t force you. But | still hope that you can occasionally visit Will. At least let him know
that his mother has always loved

him and cared about him.”

As soon as he finished speaking, Wanda broke down emotionally and could no longer
hold back her”

tears.
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But she couldn’t say a word. Her eyes were red.

Of course, she was willing.

As a mother, how could she not want to stand by her child’s side aboveboard? Instead,
she could only peep in the dark like a thief, for fear that her dark thoughts would be

discovered.

She cried so hard that she almost lost her balance. Fortunately, Jaquan was quick-
witted and. silently took the woman into his arms.

He didn’t say anything and just waited quietly for her to calm down. He patted her back
gently as if he was coaxing a child.

Not far away, when Cierra saw this scene, she also stopped in her tracks, standing not
too far away

or too close.

She looked at the man and woman hugging each other, and the worry between her
eyebrows dissipated a lot. It turned into a spring breeze and rain with a warm smile.

After that, she didn’t approach them, and she turned around instead.

The doctor said that Will was fine and she just needed to wait for him to wake up.
From the looks of Jaquan and Wanda, they should have reconciled with each other.
B

She guessed that the reason why Wanda had placed the child in front of the Barton’s
house in the past must have something to do with her native family. It had been hard for
her to hide it for so

many years.

As for Will, he should be sad that he had lost his mother’s love for so many years.
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She hoped that when he woke up, the news would become a surprise to him..

That was great.

They were all going to reunite.



Although everyone was worried and flustered about this accident, it seemed that it was
not a bad thing to clarify all the misunderstandings with this disaster.

She also hoped that there would be no more setbacks in the future.
Whether it was her brother or herself.

But things went contrary to her wishes. No one knew if it would be good or bad for her
tomorrow.

While they were busy dealing with Will’'s wounds in Los Angeles, the commotion in New
York was

not small.

The news that the Trevino Group in New York had hired someone to hurt someone
shocked everyone. Then, it was revealed that this Mr. Trevino was not that Mr. Trevino.
The news was like a clap of thunder.

Not long after the news was released, many “professional” personal accounts sorted out
all the details of the so-called murder case and helped people settle the gambling loan
from abroad, including the high-speed accident of the truck in Los Angeles.

Although the protagonists in the information were all pixelated, the implication was too
obvious. People could still guess who they were.

After this post was posted, the mastermind was scolded badly, and the Trevino Group
couldn’t

avoid it either.
All of a sudden, the Internet was filled with curses about Draven and Aleah.

As for Patrick, most people didn’t know his name and no one knew his background.
They just

scolded him along with Draven.

The storm was not small, and it had a huge impact on the Trevino Group. However, the
Trevino Group didn’t seem to have any intention of public relations and just let it be.

At the same time, someone took advantage of the situation to add fuel to the fire.

While the Trevino Group was suffering from countless insults, an employee who had
resigned from a cosmetic surgery hospital suddenly revealed that Aleah had not passed
away. Instead, she had changed her appearance and was waiting for her new identity to
re-enter the entertainment industry to make money.



This post was questioned by many people, but the netizens were omnipotent and soon
found out Aleah’s new identity.
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Zora Green, an artiste signed with Lemon Entertainment in Washington DC, was also
the heroine

ra Gre of a famous book. The official account had followed her, but the publicity had not
yet begun.

At this time, she appeared in front of everyone with the help of the rumor, and the twists
and turns

in it were also familiar to them.

An artist who had never been found in the entertainment circle before was the heroine
of a big IP series, and there was no information about her background at all. She had no
graduation school, no family background, and no resume. It really matched what the
plastic surgeon revealed.

At the same time, the attention to Lydia also increased much.

Originally, the matter of taking advantage of the popularity had already ended, but
because of this fire, it had burned her heels.

Some people felt that Lydia was wronged. Just because she wrote the same words as
the title of the book, she was attacked to gain popularity. She was humiliated in all kinds
of ways and even made up all kinds of rumors of pornography.

However, there were also people who believed that Lydia deserved it.

Aleah was not worthy of acting. If she committed a crime and was going to be locked
up, how could Lydia be a good person? She was shameless! She deserved to be
scolded. If she was not scolded, she would not learn her lesson! She deserved to die!

The heat of the dispute also led to Lydia. Recently, she finished filming, shared a photo
of the crew, and wrote her feelings about the reluctance and work of the crew.

But this time, the blessing comments were like a stone sinking into the sea, and the
front row was

full of abuse.

It was not until Lydia called her to complain tearfully that Cierra learned about what had
happened

on the Internet.



During this period of time, she had been running back and forth between home and the
hospital. There was nothing wrong with Will’s health, but as his aunt, she still took on
the heavy responsibility of feeding him.

At the same time, she also found out where the knot in Wanda’s heart was, so she
acted as an assistant on her brother’s way to pursue his wife.

She was so busy that she naturally had no time to pay attention to anything else.

At this time, when she took time to see all kinds of foul comments on the Internet, she
was also very

angry.
“Lydia, have you ever thought about not filming?”

Cierra was unable to contain herself from saying those words.
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But she was also worried that this was Lydia’s choice. If Lydia loved acting, her words
would be too

self-righteous.
So, she added, “Lydia, I'm just suggesting it casually. If you like filming, | can discuss it
with my brother and plan your career again. You can pick out a script and then hand the

account over to the team to manage. What do you think?”

Just like Coby, he only liked to study acting. He didn’t pay too much attention to his fans
and only paid attention to his work.

If there was a good script or a solid team, she could try it. If there was no suitable one,
she could sneak into the crowd and experience a different life.

Of course, Cierra was only suggesting. They should leave the decision to Lydia.
Lydia quickly gave her an answer.

Chapter 398 Retire From the Entertainment Industry

Lydia’s voice came from the other end of the line, sounding a little relieved.

“In fact, | have this idea, but | have already breached the contract once. If | do it again, |
don’t know

who would help me to pay the bills.”



“William!”
Without even thinking about it, Cierra blurted out.

Lydia laughed out loud. After restraining her laughter, she was a little embarrassed.
“‘Does Mr. Barton know that you tricked him like this?”

Cierra clicked her tongue. “You're speaking up for him now? | remember that someone
used to complain about investors for being heartless.”

Lydia coughed lightly. “... Things are different now!”

Got it.

Cierra understood and didn’t say anything else. “Then sister-in-law, please take my
brother home earlier. As for your work, | think my second brother is happy to help you

deal with it.”

He must have spent a lot of money to poach her from his previous company. Now that
all hist thoughts had been made clear, what else was there to worry about?

As long as Lydia was willing to say it, she thought that her second brother could give
her

everything.
Just as Cierra had expected, the matter was resolved in less than an hour.

“I've withdrawn from the entertainment circle and will take another path. See you again
if it's
meant to be.”

When this line of words appeared on the front page of Lydia, it stunned the netizens
who came to insult Lydia.

They thought it was a joke. When they clicked on it, they saw that the hottest one was
the official account of XR Entertainment, which wrote some blessing words and they
also posted the statement of termination contract to show the authenticity of the matter.

After this statement was released, many people in the circle who had cooperated sent
greetings one

after another.

Some had clarified on behalf of Lydia, indicating that she was not short of money at all.
She did not need to take advantage of the popularity at all. The attitude could be said to
be tough.



Some wished Lydia a smooth future and no more trouble or strange people.
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However, some famous directors in the industry also felt that it was a pity. They claimed
that Lydia

was a smart actress. Although she was not from an acting major, she signed up for
acting courses privately and took the initiative to learn. Moreover, she took advantage of
the opportunity to learn and gave up her current professional path. It was comparable to
building a house and then

demolishing it. It was really a pity.

Some people expressed their confusion directly. They thought that it was so sudden.
Why did she quit the entertainment circle? The day before yesterday, she had a good
chat with everyone in the crew and planned what to film in the next film. But she
suddenly left.

Of course, not all comments were out of concern. It wasn’t that there weren’t any
malicious intentions, it was just that the popularity wasn'’t high this time, and it was
accumulated below.

They scolded Lydia for being heartless. It was just a few words, but she had already quit
the entertainment industry. Who was she trying to scare?

Lydia didn’t answer the comments.

However, not long after many friends sent their greetings, she posted a statement.
The handwritten words were delicate, and the truth could be seen. Maybe it was
because of her beautiful handwriting, or because of the content, after the photo was

sent out, no one scolded or questioned her anymore, but just wished her well.

People wished her a new life in a new field, wished her a new road. Although her fans
and friends felt pitiful, they no longer kidnapped her in moral.

There was nothing written on it. It simply described why she entered the entertainment
circle-because she wanted to get rid of the restless family, and because she was very
poor.

All the young ladies of the upper ¢

looked down on the celebrities in the circle, but it was

undeniable that they made a lot of money in this industry. Even if they were not in the
upper class,



there would be at least 150 thousand dollars in their bank accounts at that time. How
could it not

make people flock to them?

Lydia had a beautiful face. In order to break free from the shackles of the Navarro
family, she needed a lot of money. Even if she was despised by her “sisters” in the
industry, she did rely on her exposure to quickly achieve economic independence. At
least in terms of spending money, she was

not controlled by the Navarro family.

Of course, she didn’t say much. The real reason why she entered the entertainment
circle was that the Navarro family hated the entertainment circle. The more they hated
it, the more she wanted to go against them.

The so-called upper class looked down on celebrities, so she had to rely on her career
to make a

name for herself.
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Her previous fantasy was that after her work became popular, many people would like
it, and then she could raise her head and tell the people of the Navarro family, “Look,
you look down on my profession, but there are so many people who like me.”
Unfortunately, she gave it up before she could achieve her goal. Before she could start
filming, she was scolded by the netizens because she met Aleah in the competition for

the role.

Although it was also a kind of popularity in another sense, it was really sad to be hated,
even if she had never done anything wrong.

It would be fine if she really deserved it, but what had she done wrong?

But after all, she was lucky. Maybe God couldn’t bear to see her so miserable, so God
sent a knight to help her pull her out of the predicament.

Now that she thought about it, how childish it was to enter the entertainment industry to
take revenge on the Navarro family.

Fortunately, she met William here.
He had an extremely cute younger sister, Cici Barton.

There were not many personal matters written in the letter. Most of her words were
about thanking the people she met.



The agent who brought her into the industry, the few fans who comforted her at the risk
of being. slandered on the Internet, the teachers and colleagues she met during the
shooting, and her role in

the performance.

She had experienced different characters’ hearts and had different insights into life. She
had never experienced family affection in the Navarro family, but she could experience
it in the play.

Although she announced her departure, she would not regret making such a choice.

Perhaps she would continue to shine in another industry in the future. As Cici said, she
could do what she really liked, and she would not forget this experience.

Every step she took counted.

Compared to the Trevino Group’s popularity, Lydia’s retirement caused little trouble.
Even so, many people were paying attention to her all the time.

People were generally like this. Once they left or disappeared, everything they had done
in the past would be easily beautified.

Even the celebrities who broke the law could be blurred by time, let alone a beautiful
woman like Lydia, who had been driven away by everyone and had done nothing
wrong.

In less than two days after the news of her retirement was released, Lydia’s reputation
had
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completely improved.

At the same time, the marriage between the Navarro family and the Barton family was
also in

discussion.

William took his father to the Navarro family to propose marriage after Lydia agreed to
it. The betrothal gifts he brought were also full of sincerity. The Navarro family was very
happy. Even if William requested all the betrothal gifts were given to Lydia, the Navarro
family still nodded and

accepted it.

The Navarro family thought, “Why would we need more as we can build a relationship
with the Barton family in Los Angeles?”



In the future, they would have more business cooperation.

They didn’t know that the grievance Lydia had suffered in the Navarro family had long
made William prejudice against them. At this moment, they just wanted to build a good
relationship with the Barton family and couldn’t care about anything else.

The marriage was soon settled.

Chapter 399 The Reason and Result

Soon after, the news reached Los Angeles.

After learning the news, Sarah finally dispelled the haze caused by Will’s injury. While
Will was

recovering from his injury, she began to prepare for the marriage.

Good things came in pairs. Ever since Wanda and Will's mother-son relationship was
exposed, the relationship between Wanda and Jaquan gradually improved. It could be
seen with the naked eye

that they were so sweet that even Sarah sometimes couldn’t stand it.

They were discussing whether to hold the weddings for the two brothers on the same
day. However,

due to Will’s injury and the attitude of the Navarro family, this matter had not been
settled yet.

But no matter what, the marriage of the Navarro family was set in stone.
As William’s mother, she was also considering if she should go to New York.

After all, marriage was a big deal. As the mother of the man, she couldn’t lose her
etiquette.

Cierra consulted with Dr. Charles. Because Sarah’s mood had been pretty good
recently, and coupled with his diet therapy, there was no problem for her to make a long
trip, as long as she could

rest.

After getting a reassuring answer, the family was completely relieved.

Dr. Charles had settled down in New York in the early years, so he could take this
opportunity to go back and meet his good friends.

This time, Cierra also planned to go to New York with her mother.



She glanced at the Internet several times about what had happened to the Trevino
Group. The Barton family did not intervene, but it still brought a lot of trouble to the
Trevino Group. It could be seen to be Draven’s self-punishment.

She thought a lot on the way. She looked at the faded scar on her wrist and thought that
it was not impossible to let go of the past.

It had been a long time since she last remembered the time she had spent with Draven.
She couldn’t remember how she hated him when she was abroad.
It turned out that it was not difficult to not care.

When she returned to New York, she felt relaxed. It was completely different from what
she had imagined. She even couldn’t wait to go to the

Opera Restaurant to meet Freddy.

“This girl is full of energy. She doesn’t look at all!”
tired

“Young people are naturally different.”
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Dr. Charles and Sarah, who had just landed, were exhausted. They were different from
the happy

Cierra.
Fortunately, William and his father had been waiting outside to pick them up. As soon
as they got out of the airplane, they drove her away to ensure her health to the greatest

extent.

There were a lot of people coming to New York this time, and two cars came to pick
them up.

Cierra was naturally with Lydia. Young people talked a lot, so they wouldn’t feel
awkward in the car

the first time they met their elders.

On the other hand, Lydia was a little embarrassed and felt that she should have a chat
with Sarah,

otherwise...



It seemed a little rude.

“Lydia, you think too much. My mother won’t care about these things. As for her, as long
as my

second brother can find a wife, it's okay. She doesn’t care about whether we young
people are rude

or not.”

Cierra sat in the backseat to comfort her and mercilessly mocked William in front of
Lydia.

Unexpectedly, this time, he didn’t retort. He just muttered, “Stinky girl.” He glanced at
her through the rearview mirror and silently swallowed all his words.

Cierra and Lydia hadn’t seen each other for a long time, and they had a lot to talk
about.

Their topics related to reality and ideals, changing from the change of public opinion
before and after Lydia retired to what Lydia wanted to do in the future. The two girls
talked about everything.

It was not until the car stopped at the L’Opera Restaurant and Cierra and Lydia got out
of the car to wait for William to stop the car that they changed the topic.

It was already autumn. After the rain, the air was a little cold.

Lydia held onto Cierra’s arm and suddenly lowered her voice. “Cici, did the Trevino
family come looking for you this time?”

At the mention of the Trevino family, Cierra was still in a daze.
She shook her head. “No.”

Ever since Draven was discharged from the hospital, she had never contacted him
again.

She paid attention to the Trevino family because of what had happened some time ago.
However, it had nothing to do with her. Cierra just regarded it as entertainment news
and didn’t pay much

attention to it.

A gossipy heart was inevitable.
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After that, they walked to the L’Opera Restaurant and waited for William who was
looking for a parking spot. Naturally, Cierra asked, “What’s wrong with the Trevino
family? Are they looking for trouble with you?”

“No.” Lydia shook her head. How could the Trevino family take a fancy to her? Even if
the news of

the marriage between the two families got out, the Trevino family might not bow their
heads to the

Navarro family.

It was just some recent news. Although she had retired from the entertainment circle,
her connections were still there. Some gossip naturally spread to her.

Now that she was no longer in the entertainment industry, her friends in the industry did
not have to worry about her. They all liked to talk to her.

Since it had something to do with Draven, Lydia couldn’t help but think of Cierra.

She explained to Cierra, “It has something to do with Aleah. Someone said that Aleal
didn’t die at all. Instead, she changed her identity and planned to enter the
entertainment industry to make money again. Guess what? It's true! After this matter
was exposed, all the crimes Aleah committed in the entertainment industry were made
public. It was Draven who asked someone to release the news.”

Hearing this, Cierra blinked her eyes in confusion.

“Was all the evidence taken out by Draven from the previous company?

“It was a company that was specially established to make Aleah famous. In the end, it
became the straw that broke her.”

Raindrops fell from the tree and drilled into the back of Cierra’s neck, causing her to
subconsciously shrink her neck.

She glanced sideways at Lydia, who was still chattering.
“You don’t know how hard the evidence is. | don’t think Draven knew how much money
Aleah had used his company to get. But he probably didn’t know either. He's quite

pitiful. | can only say that he deserves it.”

“He has achieved so much in his career, but he has been deceived by a woman like
this. Doesn’t he deserve it?

“Fortunately, she put it down in time,” Cierra thought to herself.

She wasn’t disturbed by these words.



At this moment, she just regarded it as gossip.
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“What about Aleah? Did she get arrested?”
“‘Uh-huh, that’s right.”

At the mention of Aleah, Lydia was very happy.

Back then, her role had been robbed, and in the end, she had been framed on the
Internet. She had.

held a grudge against her.

Now that Aleah had fallen into such a state, she deserved it!

“Not only should she pay the fine, but she was also sentenced. It’s said that she
organized some unspeakable activities, as well as all kinds of tax problems. In short,
there are so many problems, including not only the previous cases, but also her change
of identity. Her father was also involved! By the way, it's said that her father was
involved in a murder case. Not long ago, a staff member of a store in Los Angeles was
injured...”

“What did you say?”

Having grasped the keywords, Cierra’s expression immediately turned cold.

Chapter 400 I'm Together with Your Brother

“It's raining. What are you standing here? Aren’t you afraid of catching a cold?”

A man’s gentle voice was heard from behind, interrupting the gossip between the two
sisters, but it

was not William.

As soon as Cierra heard the voice, she turned her head and saw a man in a dark suit
holding an

umbrella in his hand.

The black umbrella also covered the top of Cierra’s head, perfectly blocking the rain
droplets that gathered into drops, releasing a light noise on the umbrella’s surface.

Cierra took the umbrella. She couldn’t describe his feelings at the moment. She just
covered herself and Lydia with the umbrella and stared blankly at Bruno with her
beautiful eyes.



“Why, why are you here?”
“What’'s wrong? Cici, are you unhappy to see me?”

Bruno stood at the foot of the stairs, his gaze perfectly level with hers. His smiling eyes
sparkled under the cold wind and mist.

In fact, there was no need to use an umbrella in this weather. It seemed that there was
no rain, but there was a layer of mist in the air. In such an environment of L'Opera
Restaurant, there were a few drops of water falling from time to time.

For example, at this moment, raindrops were falling on Bruno’s shoulder.

He didn’t look embarrassed at all. He still stood straight in front of Cierra and didn’t
move at all.

Being stared at by him, Cierra blushed and turned his head away in embarrassment. “Of
course not. | was just surprised to see you here because | thought you were busy in
Chicago.”

As early as when Will was recuperating, she had confirmed her relationship with Bruno,
and Bruno had been busy slowly shifting the focus of the West family’s work to Los
Angeles.

In fact, Cierra didn’t think it was necessary. Not to mention that their relationship hadn’t
been completely settled yet, no one could guarantee that nothing would happen in the
future, just like her and Draven. Moreover, means of communication and traffic were
developed now. There was no need to shift his focus on work.

However, since Bruno insisted, it was useless for her to persuade him. She could only
allow him to make the decision.

As a result, they did not meet each other again during this period of time. They only
communicated by phone.

The news of her returning to New York was confirmed yesterday. She did not send
Bruno a message
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about her flight and tell him that she would come to L’Opera Restaurant first.
But if the listener wanted to meet her, he could always find a way to find her.
So, at the right time, he appeared in front of her.

“Cough.”



While they were in a deadlock, the atmosphere was suddenly interrupted by a cough
from behind.

William said impatiently.

“‘Hey, what are you doing here? It's not raining heavily, so don’t be so romantic. You're
blocking the way in front of the shop.”

After being shouted at like that, Cierra felt even more embarrassed.

It was also different from when she subconsciously argued with William, when she was
scolded for the first time, she would squint William’s eyes and receive his curse!

He glanced at Bruno and silently moved the umbrella closer to Lydia.

“William, we are waiting for you.”

She said shamelessly that she could do whatever she wanted with Lydian being with
her. Anyway, she had an umbrella now, so it was not William’s place to blame her for
getting wet in the rain.

Lydia hadn’t come to her senses yet. The new gossip aroused her interest in a couple.
She was looking at the handsome man and beautiful woman through the rain when she
was suddenly interrupted by William.

When she heard Cierra’s voice, she glared at William.

William was speechless.

Well, they all blamed him.

Bruno did give a face to William. He turned around with a smile and made way for
William.

“It's my fault. | blocked their way here and chatted with Cici. William, you’re right.”
These words made William angrier.

He glared fiercely at Bruno and wanted to leave. “Who’s William? Stop trying to be close
to me and get lost.”

After that, he led the way, leaving the three people behind.

Lydia patted the back of Cierra’s hand with a meaningful gaze. Then, he followed up
with William and left behind Cierra and Bruno, who were holding umbrellas.
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On the wet stone steps, the trees were lush, and occasionally, withered yellow leaves
fell with heavy

raindrops.
“Just now... don’t take William’s words seriously.”

Cierra held up the umbrella and placed it on top of Bruno’s head, just in time to block
the raindrops

from falling from the tree.

Bruno took it and took a step up the stairs with his legs. He stood on the same stone
steps as Cierra.

He held the umbrella and said slowly, “It doesn’t matter. It's natural for William to worry
about you. If he treats me well, he won’t keep you in his heart. Cici, you should be
happy. You have many good brothers.”

Regardless of whether it was Jaquan or William, it was obvious that they doted on
Cierra. It was truly enviable.

He was also very happy that Cici had so many people who loved her now.

The suffering she had suffered in the past could be eased one by one in the future.
She didn’t ask about the past but only looked forward to the future.

“Cici? Why are you with him?”

Bruno entered L’Opera Restaurant with Cierra, holding an umbrella. Just as he was
putting away the umbrella, he heard a familiar and irritable voice.

He handed the umbrella to the waiter of the L’Opera Restaurant. He stretched out his
arms to protect Cierra and looked straight at Ryan.

“Is there a problem for Cici to be with me?”
As soon as he finished speaking, his vigilant gaze turned to the figure next to Ryan.
Although he didn’t say a word, Draven stared at Cierra with his sharp gaze.

It had been a while since they last met, but Mr. Trevino had changed a lot.



The dark suit made him look even taller. There were obvious burn marks on his left face
to his chin, but when they fell on his thin face, they added a touch of masculinity to him,
as if he had gone to the battlefield and left indelible marks.

When Cierra returned to New York, she had wanted to meet Draven again, but she
didn’t expect it to happen so soon.

She didn’t ignore Draven’s gaze. She looked into his eyes and turned to answer Ryan’s
guestion.
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“‘Ryan, I'm sure I’'m with Bruno. | hope you won'’t be so surprised next time, and don’t
say anything rude. | don’t ask for your blessing, but | hope you can respect my choice.
In addition, Bruno is your

brother. You shouldn’t treat him like this.”

Ryan was stunned. He didn’t expect to hear this news.

He widened his eyes, pointed at Bruno, and said in disbelief, “Cici, you’re with him. Do
you know

that he...”
‘I know.”
Before Ryan could finish his words, Cierra interrupted him.

After Bruno expressed his feelings for her, her brothers handed all the information about
Bruno to her and asked her to read it before making a choice.

When she woke up the next day, she received another message from Bruno.

It was almost the same as the information collected by her brothers. Dozens of pages
recorded the grudges of the West family.

It was his personal experience to be ridiculed behind his back.
The purpose of those unscrupulous means was to seek justice for his mother.

He was just treating his enemy in his own way. Was there anything wrong with that?



