~ the top of the stairs. The entryway let in the light

from outside but there was a powerful force
radiating from it. As he stared past the opening,
his eyes met with Alaric's. Derek, Jasper, Justice,
Colton, Ashton, an'd Joel were standing to the side.
Derek's elite guards in front of them. Across from

them was Alaric and a powerful group of men.

“Daddy!” Lenore gasped as she tried to go to her
father. Taric gripped her arm and pulled her back.

“Wait” He then looked at the invisible wall in front
of them. A block had been made and this was not
done by anyone here. Something this powerful
was either done by a god or a demon. Well there
was one other option but it could not have been
that. “We've been locked in." He growled looking

at Alaric.

“|_enore, please come through. You are free to




i
ere and the

“you've been hiding”” Alaric’s gaze moved to
Lenore. “The barrier will not prevent my royal
bloodline from passing through. Anyone can enter, G

but only my blood.can leave.

“And then what? What about Misha?” Lenore
looked at her dad trying to reach him through her
mental link. It didn't work. The barrier must also
cut of mental communication. Damnit. Elena.

Silence.

“I'm afraid for now Misha won't be able to follow
you. | can't exactly ask our deity to come back for

something trivial like that.”

“|_enore, stay where you are at” Her father said
boldly, meeting with his father's angry eyes. “If you

leave, your grandfather won' let you return.”

“It is for the best,” Alaric said in a matter-of-fact

your mate. This is too pr
: t abo
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anore didnt come out” He said casually as

have come for her and you would have been

destroyed.”

“You think killing her own grandfather is a way to
win her heart?” One of Alaric's guards said in

disgust.

“I'm not a saint” Taric shrugged. “l am the demon
prince. My love may venture into the dark, but

nothing can ever happen to her by my side.”

“Unless your father finds her.” There was a
darkness in Alaric's tone. “A risk | am not willing to
take. You will doom her if you mark her. She
deserves better. Both of my granddaughters

deserve better.”

“This isn't your decision to make. None of itis.”

wanted to because | wouldn't al

because | am his mate, he wo
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| can help our people.

her. “Aba is good for Elena. He is exactly who she

needs. Keeping him down here—"

“Is a matter of self preservation.” Alaric sighed,
shaking his head. “You haven't seen it yet but |
have. | have seen what is coming. And you want to
know who is leading the demon army? Itis a
guardian.” He pointed at Aba. “One of his offspring
will destroy the world. | have to prevent that from

happening.”

Lenore looked back at Aba's blank face but could
see he was shaken by this news. “And you know
this for a fact?” He didn't say anything which

spoke volumes he was guessing.

“That could happen to anyone.” Derek spat out




“him losing control. For that very reason it is

keep him locked down there. | won't have him
destroying the kingdom | have worked so hard fto.-‘
protect. Regardless of what his role would be in
the future”

“What the HELL IS WRONG WITH YOU!" Derek
yelled through gritted teeth as he glared at his
father. “Why are you acting this way?"

Alaric sighed as he looked at Derek. “You've never
understood. | tried so hard to teach you.” He shook
his head. “You act too much with your emotions
and not your head. This doesn't have to be a
permanent solution. But as of now it is the best. |

can reevaluate it later. One problem at a time.”

Taric then began to laugh, making the attention
turn back to him. "And you mock demons.” He

clicked his tongue as a smirk rested on his,\,lips‘-'?-.f{




a reason that this kingdc
~ through the tests of time. | don't expéc

void of emotions as he moved his gaze to Len
“If you don't come out you'll be leaving Elena all

alone”

Elena was her weakness and he knew it. Her eyes
widened as her lips parted. “You asked for a
mental block on purpose, didn't you? So that |
couldn't contact Elena.” Her grandfather stared at
her blankly. A barrier alone would have been
enough but he made sure to cut off
communication. This was to put pressure on her
to leave. She had no way to communicate with her
sister. She looked up at Taric, pursing her lips
together. If she left him and didn't return he would
destroy the place to get her back. Her grandfather
knew this so he had something else blanne.d. ’




it!” Taric glared at him. What demon trusts
unconditionally? Do you think | came in here

without other ways out? Relax and let him play his i

game. He has already lost because he

miscalculated.

Aba growled as he turned his attention to Alaric.
He understood what Alaric was thinking but he
was wrong. This was endangering Elena. There
was no way she was safer without him. He
admitted he knew he wasn't good enough for her.
How could he ever deserve someone like her? And
then he hid their bond from her. She must be

furious.

As the realization of his past settled over him, he
could hear his heart pounding in his ears. He
paced away from the opening, feeling like he wq 3
in a cage. All he wanted to do was find he "a ,




S
~ everything.

Even though she was too good for him, even il
though he was her guardian, it suddenly didn't
matter. She was his. His to protect and his to love.
And he did love her. He loved her beyond rational
reason. So much that it hurt to hide it. Not only
that, but the potions he took put an emotional
disconnect from Elena. He lost the ability to
understand her feelings. It was pure torture, but he
thought he had to in order to protect her from
himself. Now that the magic block was drained
from him he felt panicked. He needed to get to
her. He had to be next to her. How could he ever
leave her side before? If it wasn't for the magic he
never could have done it. He never realized until
this moment how much those potions dulled his

own judgment and emotions.

His heart raced faster than it ever had before,
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decisions about her life. Your blood b‘elongs to he

“Yes, about the blood bond. T
Srre * Alaric could
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“You will not make my daughter suffer. Do you
think | am going to just allow this to happen?”
Derek balled his fingers into a ball.

“Derek, the blood is poisoning her mind. She is like
a drug addict needing their fix. They cant make
rational decisions until they are clean. Same with
Elena. She will need to be so desperate for relief
from the pain that she will ask to have it removed.
Then once the bond is broken she can think clearly
again. She didn't make the blood bond of sound
mind. She was not even conscious. This is for the
best” Alaric watched as his son shook his head

furiously.

“These are my children! Furthermore, they are
adults. They can make their own decisions. You

are not forcing this.”
“They are vampire princesses—"

“They are also fairy princesses! Dont thir

prince. You think that Rogio ¢
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be traveling to Elysium. Each mov

cards to remain neutral. No longer on the side of
fairies like during the demon war. He was back to
being on the side of vampires. And that meant not
being enemies with demons or friends with fairies.
He was reverting to how they were before. Thatiis

what he meant about self preservation.

His daughters had primordial blood and one of
them would remain on earth. She would grant the
vampires extra power and protection. But keeping
two primordial vampires would give them even
more. He stared at his father in disbelief. Did he
plan to keep both of his daughters here? Elysium
would disconnect from the world forever. They
could only unite if one remained on earth and one
in Elysium. What exactly was his father planning?

He stared at the man as if he had suddenly
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bbed another dagger

on they were all shocked. Well, they were but shi
wasn't. Her grandfather had been acting weirder
these days and this wasn't surprising to her. In
fact, she felt like something was going to

eventually come to a head.
“Your daddy should know better.”

“Why don't we just send a messenger fairy out for
help?” Elena watched as her mother shook her
head.

“This would start a species war. We can handle
this on our own. We don't want to get the innocent
vampires involved in this.” Lucy smiled as Nita and
Terra tied their hair up. “We don't need anymore

help and Alaric doesn't want a war. He needs to

remember exactly who he is provoking. You aren‘t‘ 1




Elena loved that her mother confirmed what was ¢
already in her heart. Aba wasn't allowed to tell her '
it can't work out. This time she would make the
decisions. He was hers and she would have him.
Though he needed a good earful she wasn't taking
no for an answer. She would get her guardian
back...her mate. And Lenore could stay with Taric
without worrying. They would break the mental
link barrier so they could still communicate but
Lenore needed to be with her mate. Just like she
needed to be with Aba.

Lucy straightened up as she moved to the door.
She stopped and then sighed looking at her
daughter. “Maybe you should stay here?”

Elena grinned as a monstrous shadow rose above

her body. “Momma, you should know better than




