" The women rushed through the castle, finally ""-I
entering the last hallway to the side exit. They then
planned to use the woods as cover. However, as }
soon as they reached the door, a smothering ‘

barrier collapsed around them. It was a trap.

Lucy pressed against the barrier and winced as
searing heat attacked her fingers. Nita and Terra
collapsed to the ground.

“Mom!” Elena cried out as her mother slid down to
the ground. “What's happening? What is wrong?”

“We've been drugged.” Terra spat out. “He planned
for this. He laced our drinks with something at the
meeting last night. That means Jasper and the
others too.”

“Damn it.” Lucy's body shook as she felt her energy
being drained. “What the hell is this?"

“Something strong enough to subdue all of us.
Even me and Justice. It has to be the devil's fi




osed to exlst anymore. That means tha_ {
'Alancs grandfather would have stored them aws
in secret. The vampires never conformed with

others. Even the demons were on board with
destroying the fruit.

Elena wasn't in the meeting last night. Was she the
only one besides Aba who wouldn't be affected?
She looked at her mother's clouded eyes and
knew she was communicating with her father.

“They have all collapsed too. Even Nora and Taric.
Aba is the only one unaffected.” Lucy rested her
head on her daughter's lap. “The barrier is meant
to keep you trapped here.”

“This barrier can't hold me because it can't keep
the shadows out.” Elena looked over at the large
columns that reached the ceiling. The shadows
reached from outside of the barrier and into it

seamlessly. The shadow was connected. ltwasa
good thing she kept this skill a secret. “I'm pretty




-

- mother. “l can save you.”

“Elena, he has thought this out well. Who knows
what he has planned for you? You have to go.” Her
mother's voice became slow and faded. Paralysis
began to set in, making her unable to speak. Run
Elena and hide. We don't want a war. We have to
protect the innocent vampires. Please, go. | need

to know you're safe. I'm begging you.

‘Mom.” Elena pursed her lips together as she
watched the tears stream down her mother's
cheeks. How could she ignore her mother's pleas?
But how could she leave them like this? She
needed to reunite with her sister. The two of them
together couldn't be stopped. She was sure the
main entrance would be heavily guarded but there
was no way that was the only way in. The
vampires would have secret entrances and
escape holes. They would never only make an
underground kingdom with one way out.
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- floor. PIease, let th:s work.

A moment later her body connected with the
shadow and was pooled over to the other side, no
longer contained in the barrier. She stared at her
mother and the others for a brief moment before
she turned and ran. Her mother was right. If her
grandfather had gone this far, he had something
planned for her as well. How far would he go,
exactly? Would he force her to be marked by
another just to make sure she couldn't be with
Aba? At this point, he was crazy and there was no
limit to what he could do. She didn't care what his
reasonings were. He had gone too far.

*k*

‘Aba, stand aside!” Alaric glared at him as he
blocked Lenore and Taric from his view.

“So this was your plan. You thought Lenore would
leave the barrier and you would capture her. Then
you'd do somethlng with the demon prince. Y




d that was left in my room. But | dii
stay in my room last night. I'm surprised your soul
~ servant didn't watch and make sure of this. Of
course, you had the servant following Lucy, huh?

Afraid she would call for backup?” He looked over
®
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at Taric, who was holding Lenore on the floor.
Taric was weakened but not completely
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enawill be the o one who.
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Aba growled and then scoffed at Alaric. "Very» “'-,",
demon-like.” He might have hurt his connection 3
with Elena and his ability to pick up on her feelings

by blocking the bond, but he still knew better.

Handing over Lenore would make Elena hate him.
“The demon side of me would give you Lenore in

a heartbeat but | am not all demon. Handing over
Lenore would hurt Elena the most”

“She will be in excruciating pain. It is all part of the
process, unfortunately. | can't stop that from

happening to her. However, | can force a mate on
her.”

Aba's eyes flickered at him darkly. Minor panic set

in until he caught the slight wink from Justice. A
simple gesture letting him know not to worry.
Whatever it was, he couldn't mind link or say but

this must mean Elena was safe. He narrowed his

eyes on Alaric as he assessed the man. Suddenly,

he realized something. Something he should " ' "' \
already noticed.
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3klhgdom he wouldnt force a mate bond So, the
question is, who are you?” He was now convinced 5
that Alaric wasn't mentally there. Sure, it was his
body, but not him. This was someone who knew
about the devil's fruit. Something he was certain
Alaric knew nothing about.

“A possession.” Taric muttered as his eyes fixated
on Alaric.

Alaric began to change after the first shadow
attack. But for a possession someone at the
banquet had to have done something. And this
would have to be someone strong enough to
possess the vampire king. Aba furrowed his brows
as he began to think. This wasn't making sense.

“Of course.” Taric clicked his tongue as he put it
together. “King Vladimir, | see you bound your soul
to be brought back. But | think it's rather cruel of
you to take over your great grandsons body. lts




looked at the guards. “Take my son and hIS e t\"

the area that is prepared. They'll be safe from the "'.‘\‘,
shadows there” His guards moved to Derek and.

then began to pick each person up. “Go on. | am
fine here on my own

|

“Smart. Better lock up the ones closest to you who
would notice you are not the same person. Are you
locking up the queen t00?" Taric smirked as he
saw the man's eyes twitch. The last of the guards
left, binding Justice so he couldn't move.

‘I have the queen in a safe place as well. | won't
risk losing her”

“Of course,” Taric nodded sarcastically. “Alaric
respects his deity and would not have tried to kill

me. However, that was your plan all along. |

wonder how my father would feel if he knew you
were still waltzing around " His father and Vladrmr
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4 ‘»h*afh‘as this kingdom become when t

you live in the palace?” He stared at Lenore and
then sighed angrily. “| guess there is no choice. |
wanted them both, but at least | have Elena”

“What are you talking about?” Aba curled his
fingers in a tight ball.

“Fveking sick! Those are your great great
granddaughters! What a bastard.” Taric gripped
Lenore tighter as he felt his powers stirring. The
devil’s fruit couldn't keep him down for long, and
already his strength was returning.

“Two primordial females would strengthen the
vampires. There is nothing sick about it. This is
normal for beasts and monsters. We aren't
humans. Animals breed with blood relations all
the time. This is how the strong get stronger.”

“You planned to make them your mates?!” Aba
snarled, feeling his deadly rage returning.

‘I never anticipated they would have fou:'rj\'f 1€
mates so soon after | took this body




this.

“His soul is being kept safe. | wouldn't hurt him.”

My King! A guard's voice echoed in his mind. A
moment later, two men flashed in front of him,
kneeling.

"My King, Elena is nowhere to be found. She has
escaped.”

“What do you mean she has escaped?!” He
growled angrily, looking around. She would most
likely be heading in this direction, trying to get to
her sister and mate. Was she out there listening?
He didn't sense her presence.

“Find her, now! Hunt her down!” The king bellowec

at the two men before he stormed b‘ac&.tgwa‘ A ;-
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king disappeared from his sight. There was no !
time to lose. He had to get to Elena. Taric, bow,f

from his body as the demon prmg
feet, lifting Lenore in his -‘-. _l! !







