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Aba lifted his head out of the water, gas;ii_riljgjjf#gﬁ?.rl, !
air. He turned and lifted a sharp glanceupat il
Bernard, who was walking onto the shore. 4/
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Bernard turned and looked at him, raising his brow.
“What?"

“Nice to take the scenic tour underwater. Were you
wanting me to drown?”

“Hey, | don't exactly travel underwater in that area.
How should | know which way to go? You're the
one who refused to let me pull you underwater.
Besides, if | wanted to drown you, | would have
done it long ago. But | could never hurt Elena like
that”

Aba chuckled as he crawled to the shore. “That is
the only reason you're alive right now too.” He
smirked up at the man then looked around the
dark enclosure. “A tunnel? Where does it lead?"

“How the hell should | know? | didn't build this

“You're the one who has some territori
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| “Is bigger than we thought. It even ventures
outside their territory. Well, it didn't at the time. But
they lost this bit of land over the years.”

Bernard shrugged. “Maybe, or they intentionally
ran their underground kingdom below enemy lines.

Aba nodded his head. This was more accurate
and he hated that the horse thought of it first. He
walked down the tunnel without looking back. *
Let's go. We need to get to Elena”

They walked in silence down the stone tunnel for a
few moments. The two men weren't friends and
didn't have anything in common but Elena,

“You shouldn't have left her so much.” Bernard
finally broke the silence with an irritated voice.
How could you leave her like that? Not only is she
your charge but also your mate.” |




5 %tect‘her from himaelf. If he hed known the
what he knew now, he would have approached it
differently. The consequences of his decision
became painfully clear as he realized that, in
blocking the bond, he had deprived himself of the
ability to comprehend and interpret Elena’s
emotions. It was a skill that all guardians
possessed, but one that was foreign to him now.
He wondered how different it would be when he
saw her again.

“I'm more selfish than you, but | don't care. | don't
need rationality or morality. | just need her. | knew
she was out of my league, but my love for her

overpowered all logic. She was perfect, every part

of her captured my heart and | refused to let go. |
would have given her everything, if only she would
look my way. But she never did. Her eyes, always
locked on you and were a constant reminder that |
was not who she wanted. And it tore at me,
threatening to turn me into someone I'm




the right thing. | dudnt realize that | had been
mistaken about my past.’ He shook his head
looking forward as he silently walked. The sound
of their footsteps echoed off the tunnel walls.
After | began to block the bond, my emotions
became more detached, but even then it was only
her touch that could calm me. | craved her scent.
She had a way to reach the emotions that were
usually dormant. The demon part of me was
taking over. Seeking out Elena. Trying to use every
opportunity it could to break free. | almost caused
the very thing | feared. All because | didn't want to
be selfish. | ended up hurting us both. | won't do
that again.” He stopped walking to turn and face
Bernard. His eyes blazing in a fiery darkness.

“| love her, and | am going to be selfish this time.
I’'m sorry to you and the circumstances, but | am

not sorry for wanting Elena. I'm going to protg . :
her and | will love her more than anything”

~ “You can't Iove her more than
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this world. Everyone else | care about is
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boisterous with your feelings. But let me tell you
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you have ﬂ;

something, my friend, love is not measured by
who shouts the loudest or makes the grandest
gestures. | loved her in silence. | sacrificed trying
to protect her, but every beat of my heart
belonged to her, even if she never knew it.”

“So now you have the bigger claim on her?”
‘We are mutual mates. What do you think?”

‘I think you know she could still choose me one
day, and that has you terrified.”

Aba let out a dark menacing chuckle as his
predatory eyes fixated on the kelpie. “| told you.
I'm going to be selfish now. | would kill you before
| saw her with you.”

“That is your demon talking.”
“Well maybe he had the right idea all along.”

Bernard let out an airy laugh as he continued
walk down the path. “Gods | hate éﬁjj Atlake
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Elena Someone else who would protect her W|th
their life. Even if it means smelling an ass like you.: '

“Are you calling me a donkey?!” Bernard turned his
head sharply to give Aba a side eye. He watched
as his lips twisted up in a smile. His eyes lifted as
light began to trickle in from up ahead. “There."

“It's about time.” Bernard trotted up to the opening,
stepping out of the tunnel. “This is the Pyrite Pack
territory.” He lifted his nose in the wind. “The lake
will be that way." Without hesitation, he began
marching in that direction.

“Easy Bernard. We aren't going to be welcome
visitors here or in vampire territory.”

“Awe, Puddin, | didn't know you cared.” Bernard
chuckled as he continued walking through the
brush. “If we sneak around, it will take us that

much longer to get to Elena. Besides, I'm faste
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tter figure out a way

_ri..‘Whaft? What happens ondé‘?w
~ lake?" He watched as Bernard slowed down.

“I'l be jumping in to get Elena, but then what?|

can't bring Elena back if there are a bunch of
vampires around.”

“You expect me to keep running around until you
bring Elena back to the surface?”

“What? Don't you have enough stamina? Elena
would be better off with me. | have plenty of
stamina.” Bernard grinned as he listened to the
threatening growl that came from Aba.

“Stamina is just the beginning. It will take more
than mere endurance to please Elena. A woman
like her has an unquenchable fire, a fierce craving
that can only be satisfied by a man who will
ravage her with raw passion and leave her
trembling in his wake. Your fleeting bursts of

energy are not enough to satisfy her hunge’_(. She |
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“Get out of here, Bernie. Get to Elena and keep her :
safe.” Aba knew what was in front of them were
vampires. However, there was something more
sinister behind them.

“And then what?”

“Just stay there for now. Damnit there isn't time.
Just get out of here!” Aba growled as he
immediately shifted into his towering two-toned
bear.

“As if | can just leave you here. How could | ever
face Elena?” Bernard smirked at the bear before
he shifted into his colossal gray horse.

There was no time to press Bernard more as
vampires dropped down from the trees in front of
them.
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“Where is Elena?!” One of them hissed.

Aba stepped forward, feeling his rag
energy. '




: rd, and they

being far more formidable than the kelpie they
had expected to encounter. This was a fairy
guardian. His eyes were fixated on them as they
glowed with ancient power. They knew they were
no match for him.

The lead vampire, a tall and imposing figure with
jet-black hair and piercing red eyes, took a step
back, his fangs glistening in the light. His voice
trembled with a mix of fear and defiance as he
addressed Aba. "We demand to know where Elena
is, by order of the king,’ he hissed through
clenched teeth.

Bernard stomped his hooves against the ground,
sending vibrations of earth beneath them. He
snorted loudly as his dark eyes focused on the
vampires. He was ready for whatever might
happen.

'Did you leave her down there?" The lead vampire
suddenly smiled as his eyes lit up. "As if the king
doesn't have sirens on his side." Aba's eyes |
narrowed, his fur bristling with fury. He kn
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breath could be heard as the forest grew still.
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