~ with insatiable hunger. Wave after crashing

of overwhelming ecstasy, until she surrendered t )
euphoric exhaustion. She woke up, not knowing
how long it had been, but she was finally able to
move. However, Elena still wasn't there. She
should have been here by now.

“Nora.” Taric was at her side, standing in front of
her. “You should still be resting.”

“She should be here by now.”

“You don't know that. What if Aba decided to have
a little taste before—"

“Taric” Lenore sighed as she looked up at him. “I
need to find my sister.”

“You arent strong enough to leave. Just because
you can walk doesn't mean you can fight.” :




t her waist.
“| can't feel her” She pulled away from him,
placing her hand on her chest. She shook her

head, closing her eyes. “I don't like this feeling.
What if she’s hurt? And—"

“Hey..” Taric cooed softly as he reached out,
rubbing her arms. “Easy. This doesn't help
anything.” His voice was almost unnaturally
tender. A side of him that no one had ever seen
before, not even himself. But trying to comfort
Lenore came naturally to him.

“What if they have her—"

“They don't. They haven't found her yet." He pulled
her head against his chest, smoothing her hair
with his hand. “I have people watching the castle.
Those who are loyal to me that | trust. Your sis

“me. | told them | want her brought t




why he suddenly demanded the demon oa.th;. H*
then sighed and his brows knitted together. “Ther
is something | should tell you, though”

Lenore looked up at him, pursing her lips together.
“What is it?”

“The kelpie that was here earlier is dead. Aba is
fine, and he left to find Elena”

“Wait, what?!” Lenore gasped, shaking her head.

“Something foul is at work. The nycrops is at work
here, but she isn't working alone. | had my

suspicions about the barrier before, but I'm not
sure how it's possible. The mimic created the
barrier. 'm almost certain of it. How did Vladimir
get the mimic to do it? Who is aiding Vladimir? Is




. ather's bo

jES e it
can't leave here. We can't risk your fati
finding you.”

“I can fight him too.”

“But he has too many allies. It isn't time for that
now.” Lenore placed her hand on his chest,
thinking about what he had just said. “You think he
knew about the shadows before? Maybe that's
why he didn't accept your father's fake deal. He
already knew and that is how he knew to use them
now. Which is why he made sure the books about
the shadow plague were never preserved. He
didn't want there to be extensive knowledge on it”

“Maybe... but there are too many maybes here.” He
rubbed his thumb over her cheek. “Something is
missing. The connection. Where the hell is your
deity when all of this is going on?” He growled in
annoyance.

with a harem of women. At least t




someone is mampulatmg hlm into domg th’e"”
~ things. He isn't good or bad. But he can be
dangerous. He needs someone to watch over hlm

"

“Shiva and Reapus want him. They've been
searching for him”

“Let's hope they find him.”"

Lenore sighed and turned her head to look at the
door. “When was that put up?”

‘I had them put it up while you were sleeping.
We're going to want more privacy,” he said with a

wry grin.

“Would you really have prevented me from
leaving?”




“I'm not a tame and obedient mate. I'm dominant,
possessive, a bit obsessive, and territorial. I'm |
going to piss you off, and I'm going to be
controlling, but baby—I'm going to love you. You
will fall asleep listening to your own screams of
pleasure every night. I'll worship your body and
belong only to you. Just like you will only belong to
me.” His tongue moved over her neck as he
whispered against her skin. “| need you. But not
like this. Not while you are worrying about your
family.” He kissed her neck lightly before moving
his hand down to grasp hers. “Come on. Let's look
around down here. We can get to work renovating
this place and turning it into our kingdom. |
already have workers here waiting for your
command.”

AWO‘r:kers?" Lenore aske,d"a's he o




large rolled up paper and unraveled it. “This is a
map of the underground kingdom. | am having
this expanded over here.” He pointed to a far edge
of the map. “This will be our new chambers. And
here will be the rooms for our children. Then this
will be where—"

“No, | think further down here for our children's
rooms.” She watched as he looked at her. “We
don't need them hearing their father's screams at
night.”

A smirk crawled over his face. “That won't be a

problem. We will be soundproofing the rooms.
The imps are very good at creating magical
barriers.” He watched as she kept a smile on her




“Yes, | can do it instantly, but it would cause a
cave in. If | strip it layer by layer, slowly, it won't
cause any damage. You want me to remove the
barrier now?”

‘Il was just thinking. If you mark me, my powers
will return, right?” She watched as his eyes
darkened as he inhaled sharply.

“Yes, but once you're marked, you can never leave
here. | don't think | will let you leave here again,
though,” he said thoughtfully.

“Mark me and take this barrier down. | can bring
Elena to me.” She felt his ragged breath as his
fingers trembled slightly.

ever heard about. It isn't a simple mark on
neck.” '




“Because, my beautiful mate, | mark all of you. It
spreads over your body, giving you my aura. But |
place my first mark... on your cervix.” He felt her
body shudder against his.

“You mean—"

“Yes, my d*ck places the mark inside of you. A

burning pleasure that claims you as mine

eternally. | want it to be special, Nora. | want you
completely focused on what's happening. I'm

going to claim you, and you will become my

demon princess. You'll be the future ruler of the
demons. Vampires will now have a choice, Lenore.
They can follow the dark or the light. You might
control the light, but you're going to belong to the i
dark.” He brushed his lips over her neck. “Soon




‘céptwating her in ways she couldn’t‘ ',,
And now, standing before her mate, the
embodiment of all that darkness, Lenore felt an
undeniable pull towards her destiny.

“Lenore,” he whispered, his voice a seductive
melody that resonated deep within her being. “
Together, we will rewrite the rules of this world.
We will change how demons are ruled, and their
role. Everything will be balanced out perfectly. But
what makes all of this perfect is you. | never knew
—I never felt this.” He motioned to himself, “A
raging inferno burns within me, willing to sacrifice
everything for you. | couldn't comprehend it at
first, but I've heard the name before. This

all-consuming emotion that continues to grow,

pulsing through my veins and quickening my

heart, this electric thrill that surges when | gaze
upon you. There is only one explanation. | am ,
consumed by love for you The demon pr cei




mbrace the dark, and that's why |
E N you. So that | can embrace it forever. | |
- you, Taric, and I'm not ever leaving your side, |
‘ promise.”

Loud growls filled Lenore's ears, causing her to
grab her head. Eerie howls filled her head as a
burning pain attacked her. In her mind, a dark wolf
came forward. Its eyes fixated on her as it bared
its fangs. In a low growl, she spoke. “Hello,
Lenore, | am your wolf, Yin”
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