; ahd powerful He might not be a deity, but | 4
venture to say he could hold his own against one.”
Uno fluttered in front of Elena as they walked
through the unfamiliar terrain.

“Like a primordial? Or a type of titan? Like how
Micah is as strong as the gods...” She voiced her
thoughts out loud before a searing pain seized her.
She immediately fell to her knees and grabbed her
head. Everything went dark until a blinding light
entered her mind. A white wolf stood in front of
her, its tail wagged slowly as it held its position.

“Elena, | am your wolf, Yang. It is great to finally be
connected.”

“My wolf? Yang, you're my wolf?” She stood in her
own conscious. A bizarre experience, like being in
another world. “But that means—"

“Your sister's heart has chosen. She will not leave
this earth. Yin belongs with her. You still have a




‘I honestly don't understand it. | can create a
towering wall or protective barrier with the
shadows, but | am not a shadowbender”

“You see the shadows when you bend, Elena, but
shadows can't exist without the light. When light
can't move through something, it casts a shadow
behind it. Shadows come from being in the path
of an object in the light. Simply, a shadow is
blocked light. This is how you control the
shadows. You block out the light to create larger
shadows. Once you fully understand how your
bending works, you will become even more
powerful”

“So | limit the light?”

“You do, but you can do more"”




“Elena, if we were like other werewolves you
would have been born with us. We would have
been with you all along, and it wouldn't have
mattered who chose what. Yin and | were gifted to
you and Lenore. Our purpose is to use our powers
to safeguard and guide you. Then, with our
combined strengths, we can unite the worlds. This
is why we were sent to you, but we don't exist in
you. Yin and | and Cosmos can communicate
through realms and worlds”

“Wait, who is Cosmos?”
“Kendra's wolf.”
“She never mentioned having a wolf”

“She has one now.”

“So | can communicate with Lenore now




| be able to hear her sister was
- would always be in communication with e
~ other.

Elena’s heart swelled with a mixture of gratitude
and longing. The knowledge that Lenore would
always be within reach, even across different
realms, brought her comfort amidst the
uncertainty that lay ahead. She understood now
that their bond went beyond the physical,
transcending the limitations of their separate
existences.

“So, are you more like a summon than my
werewolf?”

“That is a better way to put it, except my powers
will always be with you, even if my consciousnes{sf :
isn't” ]

“Just tell me, is Lenore okay? You




must |mpr|nt upon your soul, and without your
guardian, this is going to be quite painful.”

“Can't it wait—"

“I'm sorry, it can't. Yin has already begun the
process with Lenore. Brace yourself.” Yang's eyes
began to glow as a blinding light made Elena
shield her eyes. The world shifted, and she was
back in the cavern with Uno.

A surge of scorching heat engulfed her, searing
every inch of her skin and turning her body into a
vessel for molten lava. She writhed in agony,
feeling the fiery liquid flow through her veins like a
raging river, threatening to consume her from
within. She rolled, curling into a tight ball as the
pounding pressure threatened to consume her

from within.

Elena's heart thudded painfully in he




her head enough to see the terrifying creature
heading her way. It was a monster she had only
seen in a book, a nauc. A large, vicious serpent
with a voracious appetite. It hissed, baring its
fangs at them as it raised its head. It lunged
towards them, bouncing off the barrier that
seemed to crack under the pressure. This wasnt
going to hold him. She had to recover so that she
could defend herself, but the scalding onslaught
was not relenting.

In a lightning strike, it lunged at the barrier again.
This time, the loud crack of it breaking filled her
ears.

“Run, Uno.” Elena whimpered out.

“I'm going to protect you. Just hold on."




? serpent and the bear raged on, the cavern alive
with the deafening sound of their ferocious
struggle. The aggressive dance had small rocks'
falling from the ceiling above. Elena tried to move
to her feet, but she couldn't. Even though she was
in blinding agony, she was determined to stay
conscious and watch Aba. She wanted to help
him, but the only thing she could do was breathe
and try to endure the pain. Not making a sound so
that she didn't distract him.

The nauc twisted and writhed, but Aba's bear was
relentless. The bear's massive paws swiped at the
serpent, tearing at its flesh and sending blood
splattering across the rocky terrain. A nauc's

scales were as tough as steel, but the bear's

strength was immeasurable. Aba's bear growled
ferociously, shaking the cavern walls as he tore |




gashes that bled thick, crimson blood Then wn,:
a quick spin, he grabbed onto the nauc again. His
powerful jaws locked onto the serpent's neck, and
with a deafening crack, the nauc's body convulsed
before going limp. Violently, he began shredding
the creature until Elena’s cries brought him out of
his blind rage.

Aba immediately transformed into his human self
and ran to Elena's side. There wasn't time for
anything as the cave shook angrily. It was going to
collapse. Swiftly, he lifted her, holding her against
his chest. He had expected to feel the sweet
tingles, but with them came unexpected pain. A
brutal, searing heat attacked him.

He quickly turned and sprinted in the direction he
came. A strange creature was flying next to hlm
but he didn't have time to examine him. They hac




Elena never wavered, even as he took the pain ;
away from her.

Finally, light greeted them as they burst through
the entrance of the cave. Cool water from the
waterfall misted over them and cooled the
volcanic pain they were experiencing. They were
out of the cave, the imprint from Yang had
stopped, and Elena was in Aba's arms.

“Elena.” Aba collapsed to his knees, leaning his

head against hers. The eruption of mate tingles
attacked his senses, screaming at him that he was

holding his mate. His fairy princess, the woman he
loved more than himself. He had silently endured

his pain because he thought he had to protect her o
But he was wrong. And his body trembled as h




at right now.” It was too palnful and t
too much that needed done.

“Everett?” Aba looked over at the strange li_tt.lez_'}
Creature.

“No, that's Uno, my new friend. Everett isa man =~
from another realm that | somehow got into.” She
wiggled her body, but Aba wouldn't release his grip
on her. “We have a lot to discuss. But let's start
with who the hell do you think you are, hiding the
bond from me?!”

“I'm sorry.”

“And that fixes it? All the years of pain that could
have been avoided? Do you really think | cared
about your past? Why would you think that w
bother me?”




1 stood firm ly to her feet.
rose up to his own towering height.

“I' know | don't deserve it, but please forgive me,
Elena. I'm sorry. | want you—I want to be with you
and—"

“No.” Elena shook her head angrily, watching the
wounded expression in his eyes. “You don't get to
want. You don't get to make any decisions about
us. You lost that chance.” She stormed up to him
and fisted his shirt in her hands, bringing his head
down to her level. “| am making the call. Aba, you
are my mate, and you better get damn
comfortable with that idea.” She slammed her lips
against his, and he gripped her body tightly. The
euphoric tingles overtook her body, encouraging
her to continue. This wasn't the quick peck she
gave him before. This was her claiming what she
always knew to be hers. She felt his lips move




how much he affected her.

She wrapped both her arms around his neck and
touched his nose with her own. She held that
position as his eyes studied her quietly. Slowly,
she watched a small smile spread across his lips.
It was a simple smile, but it revealed many
feelings. She breathed in his heady scent that
called to her, this time knowing it was always
meant for her. The reason his scent was different
was because it was the scent of her mate.

Being in his embrace felt surreal. This was
everything she had been dreaming of, and it was
hard to believe it wasn't a dream. She loved him
so much, but now wasn't the time. She still
couldn't enjoy having her mate. “We have to get to
Lenore and rescue my family. But you are gomg to
make this up to me later” |

“l look forward to it.” His dee




