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Bella gave Nigel a few more reminders about his health before excusing
herself and leaving the room.

She had just left the room when Justin hurriedly came after her.
“I’ll send you home,” Justin said simply.
Bella had to suppress her anger in front of Nigel earlier. At this

moment, it finally erupted as she quickly took a few steps back and
pointed at his face.

She yelled loudly, “Halt!”

Justin frowned in confusion.

Bella pursed her lips in slight embarrassment. She originally wanted
to say “no” but ended up saying “halt” due to some crossed wires.
Whatever, it meant the same thing!

“I don’t need you to send me home. I’'m an adult, and it’s not like I
don’t know the way home!”

“It’s late. I’ll send you home.” Justin unrelentingly took a step forward.

Bella remembered that she had been hugged by this man earlier that
night and gritted her teeth. She patted her shoulder to dust off some

invisible dirt. “Justin Salvador, I didn’t flip my shit earlier only because
Grandpa Nigel was around, not because I want any form of

relationship with you, so don’t cross the line. Right now, I’'m super



pissed because of Hunter Lovett and Bethany Salvador. I get the urge.
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to smack even a passing dog. So if you come any closer, trust me.
when I say I’ll beat your ass.”

Bella thought she was very threatening and intimidating when she
said this.

But Justin felt a bit like laughing when he heard this, so he smiled.
slightly.

“If Hunter causes trouble for you again, tell me, and I'll help you deal
with him,” Justin said softly.

“Ha! There’s no need for an outsider like you to interfere in the affairs
between the Lovetts and us Thompsons. Just mind yourself!”

Bella recalled that Justin had offended Hunter Lovett in front of the

entire Salvador family just to protect her earlier, and a complex feeling
arose in her heart.

But on second thought, that bastard was probably more concerned
about his own interests.

After all, she could tell Gregory Salvador wanted Hunter Lovett to join.
Salvador Corporation. If Hunter really became Salvador Corporation’s
legal counsel, that was equivalent to Gregory gaining a fierce general,

which would make the situation unfavorable for that bastard.
When she thought of this, Bella sneered.

Right when Justin took a step to try to get closer to her once more, at



stern voice spoke from behind him.
“Justin!”

Justin frowned and turned around to see Gregory walking toward him
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quickly.

“Come to my study. I have something to say to you.”

“I’ll come see you later. Right now, I need to send Ms. Thompson
home.” Justin replied calmly, not budging.

“Send? Ha! Does she even need you? Ms. Thompson is long gone!”
Justin was stunned.

When he turned back around, that woman, who was as agile as a
rabbit, had long disappeared without a trace.

Bella walked out of the Salvador home expressionlessly.

“Ms. Thompson.”

She paused. Her gaze grew colder when she saw Hunter walk up to
her with a fake smile on his face.

“Regardless of whether you’re happy about it, I’ve still gotten Ms.
Bethany Salvador through this crisis. It’s not shameful for you to lose.
to me.”

“Truthfully, no matter how I think about it, I've come out on top this

time.”



Bella was not angered by him and instead taunted him by going along
with his words. “Through this incident, I finally see you completely for
who you are. I’ve seen many people complain about the cook after
finishing their food, but you are the first who’s smashed the plate

after you’re done eating. I just wonder if Uncle Neil knew the dream of
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the son he was most proud of was to wipe the asses of the rich and even
worked against your former benefactors. Would he be ashamed

of you?”
Hunter’s insincere smile stiffened completely, and his expression

suddenly darkened. “Ms. Thompson, I went easier on you precisely
because you’re Chairman Thompson’s daughter! You’re crossing the line
by provoking me repeatedly! Do you think you can do whatever

you want just because you’re rich?”

“You’ve just reminded me that I am the daughter of the richest ma
Hatchbay. It’s a talent of mine to do whatever I want. Why shou

leave such a noble status unused if I have it?”

Bella’s beautiful eyes narrowed dangerously, and the curl of her rea lips
was like a saber that drew no blood when it killed. “So from now” on,
before you go against me again, you’d better remember whose daughter I
am and whose support I have. My temper is much worse. than my
father’s.”

Turning on her chic and cool stilettos, Bella left in style.
Hunter gritted his teeth as he watched her beautiful figure go.

“Bella Thompson, don’t take me for that useless younger brother of mine.
Just because Steven is willing to be the Thompsons’ dog, it doesn’t mean



that I’'m so cowardly to bend to your every wish! There are many days
ahead of us. Our confrontation is yet to come!”
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In the study, both Shannon and Bethany were present.

Of course, Gregory did not ask Nigel to attend as well, since the old
man was completely on Justin’s side in his eyes.

At this point, the father and son were on opposing sides.

It seemed that ever since Mary, Justin’s birth mother, had commit
suicide, Justin and Gregory were only father and son in name.

And now, the gap between them has widened once more due to B
Thompson.

But this was exactly what Shannon wanted to see most.

It was only when they were on either side of the fence and in their
own camp that she could take advantage of the chaos to reap.
benefits from the Salvadors!

If she took a step back and looked at the bigger picture, it did not
matter if Justin was very influential and capable. Gregory was still his
father. Justin would still have to bow before him, right?

“I called you over to inform you of something.”

Gregory sat on the sofa with a cold expression before casually



throwing a freshly printed letter of appointment at Justin. “I’ve already
decided to officially appoint Hunter Lovett as Salvador Corporation’s
legal counsel and the head of the group’s legal department. It’ll be
announced first thing tomorrow morning. I’ve already signed it, so
there’s no need for your signature as president.”

Shannon and her daughter secretly smiled in glee.
“I don’t agree with this,” Justin said coldly without hesitation.

“I don’t need your agreement. All that’s needed is my decision. Hunter
Lovett is a rare talent. Don’t you know how important it is for a group to
recruit an excellent lawyer?”

“You heard the conversation between Bella and Hunter earlier, didn’t
you?”

Justin sneered darkly. “Are you hiring an ungrateful, profit-driven, and
unscrupulous lawyer like him?”

“You arrogant, rebellious ass!”

Gregory suddenly stood up. He blacked out briefly because he moved,
too suddenly. Luckily, Shannon caught him in time.

“Don’t stress yourself out so much, Greg! It’s bad for your health!” She
gently stroked her husband’s back as she internally laughed in elation.
“The Thompsons helped the Lovetts in their time of crisis, and they
were taken care of by Chairman Thompson. Even Hunter’s younger
brother, Steven, is working at KS Group. And still, Hunter harbors
resentment and betrays the Thompsons’ trust for his own selfish

desires. Do you think you can control someone like that? If someone



offers him better terms in the future, do you think he’ll stay obediently
at Salvador Corporation and let you use him?” Justin hit the bull’s eye,
not giving him any mercy.

“Justin Salvador! You’re just making excuses for protecting that

1”

witch, Bella Thompson

Now that there were no outsiders around, Gregory could no longer hold
back. He was so angry his eyes were red as he roared, “You’re so

protective of her... Don’t tell me you’ve fallen for that bitch?!”

“So what if I have?” Justin spoke casually.

But God knew his heart was beating as fast as a rabbit’s at that
moment!

When Gregory heard this, he froze, thunderstruck.

Shannon and Bethany also froze, not expecting Justin to give such an
answer.

But they could not tell if Justin had really fallen for Bella and was just
admitting it, or if he was purely trying to disobey Gregory.

After all, that bastard had only messed up once in his life, which was
abandoning the girl who had it all, Bella Thompson, in favor of getting
together with Rosalind Gold.

“Justin Salvador! Do you think you can come here and put the spilled milk
back in the bottle? No way!”

Gregory was so furious that his eye was twitching and his voice was

cracking. “I’m telling you, you’d better give up and forget it, even if
you’ve fallen for Bella Thompson! As long as I live, I’ll never agree to you



being together with that Thompson witch! Had I known earlier. that she
was Wyatt Thompson’s daughter, I would never have let you

marry her back then. She made a fool out of us and wasted your time. for
three years!”

His words were like arrows that pierced Justin’s heart.

Fury colored Justin’s eyes in an instant, and his pupils shrank as his eyes
burned with hatred.

The next second, Justin grabbed the crystal ashtray on the coffee
table and raised it high over his head, only to smash it hard against
the ground.

Crash-!

“Ah!”

Gregory trembled, while Shannon and Bethany cried out in fear.
The crystal ashtray fell to the ground and was smashed into pieces,
its sharp shards scattering everywhere.

A few shards bounced so high they cut Shannon’s skirt and arm.

Fresh blood welled up, and she was both shocked and angry, almost
bursting into tears.

“Bella hasn’t done anything wrong. What right do you have to talk
about her like that?”

Justin glared through reddened eyes, his hands clenched into fists as
he pressed on.

“What did she do wrong by marrying me? In what way did she wrong



me in the three years we were married? Did she wrong you or our
family? It was me who let her down. Our whole family let her down!
Don’t blame me for not showing mercy if anyone says anything else

negative about her, even if it’s you!”

That gaze...
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It was that gaze that did not distinguish between devil and man again, as
if Justin had just come off the battlefield.

Gregory breathed heavily, his lips trembling.

Back when Mary jumped off the building and the young Justin was
holding his mother’s bloody corpse tightly, he had looked at his
father, who arrived late, with the same gaze.

Gregory loathed it, but even more than that, he was afraid!

Now, just for a mere Bella Thompson, Justin was actually go oppose his
biological father?!

Shannon and Bethany wanted to see Justin make a fool of himself a
first, but this did not happen. Instead, they got a shock.
They did not even dare to breathe heavily.

Justin closed his eyes and took a deep breath. Feeling no need to say
anything more, he turned to leave.

'”
.

“Justin Salvador

Gregory called his name hoarsely, his voice trembling. “You’re



protecting Bella Thompson like this... Are you taking the Thompsons’
side and opposing me, your birth father?! Don’t forget what your last
name is. Don’t forget whose blood runs in your veins! And don’t
forget, without me supporting you, how can you take such a high
position and run Salvador Corporation?!”
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It was all old cliches, nothing new.

Justin felt nothing when he heard this, even feeling bored.

“You’re only where you are because of me! If you dare go against me,
trust me when I say I'll kick you out of your position as president! You’ll
be nothing!” Gregory was hysterical at this point.

Even Shannon, as his wife, had never seen him so angry before.
“If you want to do that, go ahead. That is, if you can.”
Justin slowly looked back. He looked like he had already cut himself

off from the world, a heart-wrenching determination in his eyes. “For
her, I don’t mind being enemies with the entire Salvador family.”

Justin’s shoulders slumped after leaving the study. He felt as if his spirit
had been dug out clean.

“Justin.”

A gentle voice spoke up, and his eyes reddened when he saw Nigel appear
before him.

Just now, he had been completely immersed in his own complex

emotions and had not realized there was someone else in the hallway.



The old man had not changed into pajamas and was still wearing the
shirt he wore when he arrived. From the looks of it, he had no plans of
staying the night at Tideview Manor.

Ever since Deborah passed and Gregory married Shannon, Nigel felt like
this was no longer his home and that Crescent Bay was his home.

“Grandpa...”

Justin said softly and realized his voice was very hoarse-choked up,
even.

“I heard everything you and your father talked about in the study.”

Nigel was in a wheelchair and could not easily stand up, so Justin
obediently leaned down to make it easier for his grandfather to touch

him.

“Although it is rude of you to talk back to your father...” Nigel
chuckled. “This time, we’re thinking the same thing!”

As he said so, he patted Justin’s shoulder in relief. “I don’t want tha
Hunter Lovett fellow joining Salvador Corporation either. You’re right.

Profit-driven people aren’t in line with our corporate culture! Don’t
worry, I might be retired, but I’'m not completely retired. I still have at
say in this company. If your father insists, I'll step up to stop him.”

“Grandpa, as the president, this should be left to me to handle. You
should enjoy your retirement and stop worrying about these.
troublesome matters.” Justin did not want to use his grandfather for

a small matter like this. That would really be bothersome.



“It’s fine, it’s fine! I need something to do anyway! Sigh...”

Nigel blinked as he asked with anticipation, “Just now, you said you
wanted to protect Anna and even said you’d fallen for her... Were you

serious?”

Justin looked up, his heart beating like a drum.

After a pause, he swallowed and answered in a serious voice, “I got
angry and said it without thinking in the heat of the moment. I didn’t.
think that much.”

“Tsk. Fine, fine. Just do whatever you want since you don’t want to admit
it.” Nigel was a bit disappointed.

Justin frowned. “Grandpa.”

“Let’s go! Send me home. It’s boring for me on the way back alone, so
chat with me.”

“Okay.”

Justin pushed the wheelchair, and the grandfather-and-son pair
walked toward the other end of the hallway.

With his back to him, the old man smiled mischievously.

Hmph, silly boy.

The words that came out without thinking were what one truly felt.
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One week later, the wedding of Ada Wang and the CEO of a certain
international luxury car brand went ahead as scheduled at the KS
World Hotel.

That day, the trending topics on all social media, both domestic and
international, were dominated by Ada’s wedding.

While all of the media outlets in Savrow also came out in fu ce,
scrambling to report on this with full fervor, the headlines on t
internet were very eye-catching and fanned the flames even
[Congratulations on winning the organizing rights and crushing
opposition, KS World Hotel!]

[KS World Hotel’s first venture in Savrow is a success! The old

heavyweight, Salvador Corporation, is defeated and put in an awkward
situation!]

[Members of the Salvador family were exposed to scandals one after
another. How could there be such a big gap between the levels of two
families when they’re both in the elite upper class?]

The attention at the KS World Hotel also reached its peak on that day.
The netizens praised Bella Thompson, whose identity as Alexa had

been revealed, and compared her to Bethany Salvador. Bethany was like a
wilting flower next to Bella, who was like a bright red flower in

bloom.



[Ms. Thompson was ultimately going to win this game. She’s Alexa!
Justin Salvador still wanted to go up against her? He’s too much!]

[Let’s be reasonable. How is this Mr. Salvador’s fault in any way? It’s
obviously Bethany Salvador who didn’t know her limits and ran
headfirst into a steel wall. Now she’s socially humiliated!]

[Bethany Salvador thought she had given Ms. Thompson a fatal blow,
but she didn’t expect herself to be the shameful one. Hahahaha!]

[It really is shameful! Bethany Salvador bought fake jewelry to give to an
international superstar!]

[Don’t you get it? This is called saving where you should and spending
where you should. Get by where you can!]

[Even if Bethany Salvador walks out of the police station unscathed
right now, her reputation is completely ruined!]

The ruined Bethany Salvador watched as she was cursed so much for
the past few days that she started trending online and was talked
about everywhere. In a fit of anger, she fell seriously ill and was
bedridden.

No matter how much Shannon was raring for a fight, she could only
temporarily sound a retreat as she took care of her sick daughter and
tried to think of ways to please Gregory at the same time.

To that end, despite already being in her forties, she got beauty
treatments done, secretly bought a few black lace gowns, and event
bought an aphrodisiac fragrance as she prepared to find an opportunity
to display her skills of seduction and make Gregory



Salvador infatuated with and mesmerized by her, just like twenty
years ago.

After all, that man had not touched her in about half a year.
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But in the end, it was like Gregory was deliberately hiding from her
because he did not come home for a week. They spoke very little
when they did meet, and he did not even look at her when they did!
How could Shannon not feel angry and hateful?

Shannon thought, ‘Bella Thompson... It was all that witch’s fault! I
would definitely make Bella suffer all the humiliation I suffered today
a thousandfold in the future!’

But no matter how much Shannon hated Bella, she could not stop
Bella from shining from her victory in battle.

Ada’s wedding showcased how influential Hatchbay’s top company,
KS Group, was in Savrow.

Not only that, the value of KS Group’s stocks soared on that day, and
everyone predicted that the value was bound to keep rising after the
stock market opened the next morning.

But this had not ended yet.

After photos of the wedding were posted online, it sparked a phenomenal
discussion among netizens nationwide.

[A sea of black roses! Ada’s wedding is so cool!]



[I don’t care! I'm going to do the same thing when I get married!]

[’'m tired of those traditional weddings, so KS World Hotel’s organization
gets full marks!]

Justin sat in his office, watching the livestream of Ada Wang’s
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wedding with a fixed gaze.

His thin lips curled slightly as his cold eyes also grew tender.
At first, he was completely uninterested in an event like this.

But he knew Bella’s blood, sweat, and tears had gone into this wedding
and only paid more attention because of that.

There was a knock on the door, and lan walked in with a large, arm
green nylon bag.
“Mr. Salvador, I’ve prepared the hiking equipment you asked me to ge

ready.”
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“Thanks.”

“Why did you suddenly get the urge to go hiking?” lan asked curiously.
“I go every year,” Justin replied calmly.

During one summer vacation when he was young, Justin volunteered
as a forest ranger in Mount Jaglee National Forest Park for two

months as a means of relieving stress.



Life back then was very simple. Apart from eating and sleeping, all he
did was go hiking with his captain, rescue tourists, and investigate
safety hazards..

It had been an easy time in his life, which was a rare occurrence.

Later on, after he became president of Salvador Corporation, he would
donate a large sum of money to the forest park every year. No

one knew this apart from himself and his captain.

“Mr. Salvador! You saw Ada Wang’s wedding, right? The young madam is
really amazing!”

lan’s eyes sparkled as he turned into Bella’s fanboy. “Black roses!
How did she come up with the idea to use black roses to decorate the
venue? And what’s surprising is that Ada Wang agreed!”

“Because she isn’t a normal woman. She’s Bella Thompson.”

Justin’s deep-set eyes curved slightly as he said softly, “She always
finds a way.”

lan’s eyes widened as his jaw dropped. ‘Did I hear it wrong?! The big boss
had actually spoken of the young madam so tenderly! Has the

macho man softened?!”

Because of Justin’s and Nigel’s interference, Hunter’s appointment as
the head of Salvador Corporation’s legal department fell through.
For the first time, Hunter Lovett, who always had smooth sailing

tasted defeat and went to Europe for a week for a vacation



returning home.

He had just entered the door when he was caught by Steven, wh

been waiting for him for a whole week.

“Oh? Isn’t this Ms. Thompson’s loyal dog of a secretary?”

Hunter gave Steven a mocking look. “What are you doing back home
instead of following her around like a puppy?”

“Don’t you have something to explain to me?” Steven ignored Hunter’s
mocking and asked coldly.

“Explain to you? Steven, is that how you should speak to your older
brother?” Hunter had been suppressing his anger all this while, and it
was finally about to erupt.

“The last time, it was Shannon Quarry. This time, it’s Bethany

Salvador. You really are an industry model of labor, since you’re taking
all the shitty jobs.” Steven clenched his fists tightly as he

sneered.

“Steven!”
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“I know you’re determined to make the Lovett family name famous.
and reach heights people can look up to, but all that shouldn’t be
obtained by being ungrateful!”

Steven roared in anger with reddened eyes. “Without the Thompsons,

we wouldn’t be where we are today! Don’t you know you’re eroding



your conscience by helping the Salvadors move against Ms. Bella?!”
“I’m eroding my conscience?! Am I not doing it all for the sake of this
family?!”

Hunter felt angry and indignant, not feeling like he was in the w
whatsoever. “Just because the Thompsons helped us once, we h

to be at their beck and call for the rest of our lives?! There’s no suc
rule in this world! It’s your problem if you want to be Bella.
Thompson’s lapdog, but Clarence and I have ambitions of our own.
Don’t assume we’re like you, who just want to have it easy and dream
of marrying into their family!”

Steven finally could not bear it anymore, and gritting his teeth, he
swung his fist and punched Hunter in the face.

This was the first time in his 28 years of life that he had raised a hand
against his older brother.

Once, his brother used to make him proud.

Now, Steven only felt ashamed.

Infuriated, Hunter punched back too.

The two brothers started fighting in the living room, scaring the
helpers silly.

But Hunter was no match for Steven, who held a black belt in

taekwondo. Thus, Hunter was quickly overwhelmed by his 188-cm-tall
younger brother, who pressed him to the floor and pounded him



against it.

“Steve! Stop it!”

Right then, their parents and second brother, Clarence, camer
downstairs. They were stunned to see this scene.
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