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This phrase was like a magic potion. However, it invaded Marcus heart like p
oison, leaving him speechless.

Comelia looked at him, “What’s up? Did Zavier upset you again?”

Marcus replied, “l not only ran into Zavier, but also Granger and Cameron. Gr
anger definitely knows about your mom

Cornelia said, “I've thought about it. But it’s been over twenty years. No one c
an prove that this Clair is not the real Clair, and we can’t prove that my

mom exists. Trying to find evidence to convict fake Clair and the others is eve
n harder.”

Marcus said, “Granger might use the news that your mom is still alive to confu
se you. Be careful to discern the truth”

Cornelia grabbed her cell phone from the bedside table and flipped to a mess
age she had just received, “Before you got back, | received a message from Z
avier. He told me my mom is still alive”

Marcus glanced at it and said sarcastically. “He sure is quick.”

Cornelia said, ‘1 know he’s trying to deceive me. | won'’t fall for it.”

Marcus said, “But we can'’t rule out the possibility that your mom is still alive.”

Cornelia said. “The chances of my mom being alive are almost zero.”

Marcus asked, “Why are you so certain?”

Cornelia explained, “Because fake Clair is ruthless. She didn’t know who | wa

s before, and when | contradicted her in the mall, she held a grudge and plann
ed to frame me at Granger’s birthday party to

force me to leave Riverton. A woman so heartless, how could she let my mom
live after taking over her identity?”

Cornelia and Marcus always thought alike.



Marcus knew Cornelia was very smart and could think clearly in any situation.
Suddenly, he wasn’t so worried. Before, she had lived just fine without him. In
the future, without him, with her abilities so strong, she would probably still live
well.

Cornelia asked,
“What are you daydreaming about again? What’s on your mind?”

Marcus sard, ‘1 was wondering if you’re as sweet as you are talkative.”
Comelia said. “I’'m talking serious stuff, and your brain is...”

Before Comelia could finish, Marcus silenced her with a kiss. She was startled
and quickly kicked him. Her period had just started tonight, and she couldn’t a
llow

his recklessness

Marcus then let her go, ‘1 know what to do. Go to sleep!”
Comelia just stared at him, speechless.

He fell asleep quickly. She, on the other hand, couldn’t sleep.

Not only because she had already had a nap, but more importantly because s
he had noticed Marcus‘abnormalities these past few days. Just now, he actua
lly asked her if she had ever thought about leaving Riverton to live somewhere
else.

Riverton was his hometown, his birthplace, and the rise of the Hartley family.

Ordinarily, he should want her to stay in Riverton. But
he asked her if she wanted to leave and live somewhere else. Cornelia felt tha
t Marcus‘ unusual behavior must be related to Brennen.
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Because Marcus started acting weird after he bumped into Brennen. Cornelia
was dying to know what Brennen had said to him that day, but no matter how
hard she probed, Marcus wouldn’t spill the beans.

Cornelia reached out, gently touching his flawless face, “We’re married, reme
mber? We promised to tackle everything together. Why won’t you tell me what
'S going

on?”

Just as Comelia was getting all confused, her phone buzzed twice, alerting he
r to a new message. Picking up her phone, Cornelia discovered a text from an
unknown number: [Cornelia, it’s me, Skyler*]

She had just mentioned Skyler, and now she got a message from her!
Cornelia quickly texted back [Skyler, how’s life treating you?]
Skyler replied [Why aren’t you asking where | am?]

Cornelia texted back: [I’'m scared my phone’s been tapped by Zavier again, so
| didn’t dare ask ]

Skyler responded: [He could’ve tapped your phone once, but there’s no way h
e could do it a second time. Your husband Marcus would protect you]

Cornelia replied [Can you tell me where you are then? I’'m tom. | want to know
where you are, but /’'m afraid to know]

Skyler replied: [I’'m in Riverton. If you’re free tomorrow, we can
have dinner together]

She was in Riverton! This news made Comelia both happy and terrified:
[Skyler, when did you come back? How come you dared to come to Riverton,
aren’t you scared of Zavier finding you? Or do you just not care anymore?]

Skyler responded. [I've actually always been in Riverton]

Cornelia couldn’t believe her eyes: [You’ve been in Riverton all this time? Sinc
e when?



Skyler replied: [Ever since we split up in France, your husband Marcus helped
me get back to Riverton. He said the most dangerous place is the safest. Sur
e enough, Zavier searched everywhere but Riverton.]

Comelia had to admire Marcus: [Marcus is really something. He thinks of
everything]

Skyler texted [Cornelia, congrats!]
Cornelia replied: [Congrats for what all of a sudden?]

Skyler responded: [l just found out your husband is Marcus. Congrats for scori
ng such a gentle, considerate husband who respects you]

Cornelia replied, [l didn’t mean to keep it from you guys,
| didn’t know he was my husband before.]

Skyler responded: | know. | never blamed you for keeping it from me.]

Cornelia
texted. [Skyler, where have you been in Riverton these past few months?]

Skyler replied: [The Hartley Group]
Cornelia texted [What did you just say?]

Skyler

responded: [l got a job at the Hartley Group’s finance department based on m
y own skills. I've been working there for several months. Because | spend mor
e time with data than with coworkers, our chances of running into each other a
re even slimmer]

Cornelia replied: | don’t know
how to express my feelings now. You and | were working in the same
company, and | had no idea.]

Skyler replied: [The Hartley Group has so many employees, and as the CEO'’s
assistant, you’re always running around busy with the
CEO. It’s normal you didn’t

notice me



Comelia replied: || need to have
a serious talk with you. You were so close to me, why didn’t you ever come fin
d me? Don’t you miss me at all?]

Skyler responded [Who said | don’t miss you? | miss you a lot, but | didn’t dar
e to see you. | could only sneak peeks at you at work. Once, someone though
t I was looking at Marcus and that | had a crush on him]

Cornelia replied If you want to see me, you can have your fill tomorrow night. |
t’s late tonight, go to bed.]

Skyler responded: [Alright]
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Comelia was about to put down her phone when another message from Skyle
r popped up: [Comelia, there’s something I’'m not sure if | should tell you or not

Comelia replied. [We're besties, right? What can’t you tell me?]

After a while, Skyler sent another message: [] overhead that Zavier seems to
be planning something with Brennert, Granger and others to take down Presid
ent Hartley]

How did you find out?] Comelia asked.

Skyler answered: | stumbled upon their
conversation. They even mentioned using your mom to manipulate you, makin
g it easier for them to go against President Hartley]

[Skyler, thank you for letting me know. I'll be careful not to fall into their trap] C
ornelin replied.

Comelia knew she couldn’t really help
Marcus, but as long as she protected herself and didn’t become a pawn
for others to attack Marcus, that was helping enough



Skyler added [Comelia, | might quit and leave the Hartley Group tomorrow.]
[Why? Comelia asked.

| crave freedom. I’'m tired of dealing with numbers all day. | don’t like this mon
otonous life] Skyler replied.

[Whatever you decide to do, I’m on your side] Comelia responded
[Comelia] Skyler began.
[Skyler, just spit it out. Don’t hold back] Cornelia replied.

[Let’s call it a night and we can have a good chat after we meet tomorrow nigh
t] Skyler suggested.

[Sure] Comelia agreed.

After ending the chat with Skyler, Cornelia found it hard to fall asleep. She tho
ught Marcus had hidden Skyler far away, yet Skyler was actually very close.

As the saying went, the most dangerous place was the safest place. If her mot
her
was still alive, could she be somewhere close too? That thought made Corneli
a’s

heart race

She sent another message to Zavier [Mr. Rivera, is what you said true?]

After sending the message, Cornelia waited for a long time, but Zavier didn’t r
eply What she didn’t know was that Zavier had already fallen asleep. And by Z

avier’s bed sat a woman holding Zavier’s phone, staring blankly at the new me
ssage. This woman was Skyler

Skyler looked at Comelia’s message, thought of many possible replies. But in
the end she didn’t respond. She

gently put Zavier’s phone back.

She sat by Zavier’s bed, quietly looking at him. She had known Zavier for man
y years In the early years of their marriage, she had wanted to have a good lif



e with Zavier. But every time she tried to make this marnage work, Zavier shat
tered her dreams. He never treated her as his wife

The more she was disappointed, the colder her heart became. But strangely,
after she left, not only did Zavier spend a lot of effort looking for her, he also s
aid he liked her, couldn’t live without her

Was this the classic case of not knowing what they have until it was gone?

Skyler wasn’t sure what Zavier truly felt, but his

feelings weren’t important to her. She came this time hoping Zavier would sto
p, not to fight with Marcus anymore She knew that once she returned to Zavie
r’s side, she might relive the hellish life.
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Thinking back to the unbearable hardship she once

lived through, Skyler had often thought about running away without letting Zav
ler know she had been there. However, whenever she thought of Comelia’s af
fection for her and Marcus‘ help, she just couldn’t let it go

Even if the future would be full of challenges, she would not back down. With
all sorts of mental preparation, Skyler spent a long night.

As dawn broke. Zavier woke up to see her in front of him. She was staring at h
im, silently, without saying a word.

Zavier, thinking it was the aftermath of drinking, quickly shut his eyes and
shook his head, “God, | must be seeing things.”

Skyler just watched his reaction quietly

When Zavier opened his eyes again, the woman in front of him was still there
‘Am dreaming?”

Skyler sat up straight, and whispered, “/t’s me.”



Zavier asked, “Who are you?”
Skyler answered, “Skyler”

Zavier said, “Stop bullshitting! Before | lose my temper, you better tell me who
asked you to pretend to be Skyler to get close to me. If | find out, you’ll regret i
t_”

Skyler scoffed, “Weren’t you looking for me? Now that I’'m right
in front of you, you don’t recognize me?”

It was not that Zavier didn’t recognize her, he just couldn’t believe his own eye
S. He thought Skyler would never

just come back to him after all the trouble she went through to escape. He mu
st be dreaming.

Skyler remained silent.

Zavier carefully reached out his hand to pinch her face, squeezing hard, “/t’s n
ot painful, I’'m definitely dreaming.”

Skyler said, “It’s not painful for you, but it is for me.”

Zavier had been too rough, and her face was swelling up from his pinch. An a
ngry Skyler pinched Zavier hard in return.

She used a lot of strength, but Zavier didn’t feel any pain.

He leaned back against the headboard, rubbing his eyes in disappointment. “/’
m definitely still dreaming. You heartless woman, how could you possibly com
e back

to me?

Skyler stood up and walked into the hall, returning with a fruit knife in her hand
Without saying a word, she thrust the knife into Zavier’s arm. She stabbed har
d, the knife sinking deep into his skin, blood flowing out along the blade.

Zavier finally felt the pain, and looking at the blood flowing out of his body, he
became strangely excited, “Skyler? Are you really Skyler? Really you?”



Skyler was much calmer than him, “If you still don’t believe me, | don’t mind st
abbing you again.”

Zavier rolled up his sleeve, showing her his bleeding arm, “Go ahead and stab
I'As long as you’re happy, you can stab however you want.”

Skyler looked at the
man in front of her who seemed to have gone mad, “You’re such a freak!”

Ignoring the wound on his arm, Zavier excitedly pulled
Skyler into a tight hug. “Skyler you’re finally back. Can you tell me, will you alw
ays be with me from now on, never leaving me again?”

Skyler stayed still, allowing him to hold
her tightly, then said softly, “/’m back, can you stop fighting with Marcus now?”

Skyler instantly felt the strength of Zaviers hug weakening. In the end, it was a
Imost as if he had pushed her away. His eyes were filled with red, looking at h
er as if she was a stranger, ‘Skyler, what did you just say?”
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Skyler glanced at Zavier’s bleeding arm, “Need a bandage?”
Zavier retorted, “Are you caring about me?”

Skyler shot back coolly,
“ just don’t want you bleeding out and causing a scene.”

Zavier shrugged off her indifference, Don’t sweat it. This little scratch won’t do
me in Now, what were you saying?”

He seemed less bothered about his wound than Skyler thought necessary. Sh
e said, “You teamed up with Brennen and Granger against Marcus because of
me. Now that /’m back, are you still in cahoots with them?”

Hearing Skyler’s explanation, Zavier burst into laughter, “So you didn’t come b
ack to me willingly, you’re here for Marcus?”



Skyler scoffed, “What else? You think | wanted to come back to you?”

That remark made Zavier lose it, “So you fell for Marcus? You came back eve
n for him? Was it his idea to bring you here last night? Did something happen
between you two? Have you been seeing each other all along? Did you leave
me for him?”

Skyler coldly eyed the man in front of her. So in his mind, she was just a promi
scuous woman, ready to sleep with anyone. She just listened to his accusatio
ns in silence. Her heart didn’t hurt, but it was cold.

Tve hit the
nail on the head, and you can’t even deny it?” Zavier grabbed Skyler’s should
ers, shaking her roughly, Skyler, you could at least deny it.”

Skyler didn’t say anything, and didn’t argue with him. There was no need to lie
to him. She had indeed accidentally found out that Zavier was teaming up wit
h Brennen and others against Marcus because of her.

Marcus had helped her and she was grateful. She didn’t want him to get hurt b
y Zaylor, so she decided to return to Zavier She thought that if she returned to
Zavier, he would stop being an enemy to Marcus. And Marcus would have on
e less powerful adversary.

This was the only way she could think of to help Marcus.

Skyler’s silence was taken by Zavier as an admission of her relationship with
Marcus He grabbed her like a mad man and kissed her forcefully He ignored h
er struggle and resistance, thrusting into her roughly.

1

After he finished, he bit Skyler’s earlobe, whispering in her ear like a devil, “Sk
yler, now that you’re back, don’t even think about leaving We have plenty of ti
me to rekindle our feelings.”

Skyler sat up, calmly picking up

her scattered clothes and putting them back on. However, as soon as she was
dressed, Zavier ripped her clothes off again. This time he tore them to shreds
, “You won'’t be needing clothes anymore.”



Skyler was scared inside but kept a calm facade as she looked back at him, *
Your skills seem a bit rusty. Compared to the men /'ve been with, you’re way
off mark”

Zavier shouted, “Shut up!”

He wouldn’t let her voice her thoughts, but Skyler insisted, “You’ve lost your to
uch, con’t | say it? | remember you once said, if you don’t take others‘ opinion
s, you'll fall behind.”

Her words made Zavier’s face darken, after which Skyler let out a few cold lau
ghs. When she stopped caring about anything, she stopped fearing anything.

Although Cornelia had gone to bed late the previous night, she was up bright
and early.
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Marcus was up even before she was, and breakfast was

already ready. When she opened her eyes, Marcus put down

his documents, walked over to her, and planted a soft kiss on her forehead, “
Morning”

Waking up to his face first
thing in the morning was pure bliss. Cornelia snuggled into his
embrace, nuzzling him gently, “Morning.”

Marcus reached out and gave her tummy a gentle rub through her pajamas, “
Feeling any better? Need another day off?”

Cornelia shook her head. “’m usually a bit under the weather on the first day
of my period, but /I'll feel better the next day. | don’t need to take more time off.



Marcus suggested. “Then get up and get ready, we’ll have breakfast together
and then head to the office.”

Cornelia clung onto him, unwilling to let go. “Skyler reached out to me last nig
ht. She filled me in on some stuff | didn’t know: Wanna know what she said?”

Marcus seemed unfazed, “What did she tell you?”

Cornelia said, “She said Zavier, Brennen, Granger, and others are banding to
gether against you. They’re planning to control me first through my mom, and
then come after you.”

Marcus said, “'m aware.”
Cornelia asked, “Have you thought about how to deal with them?”

Marcus chuckled, “Even if they join forces, they’re no match for me. Don’t worr
y. Did she tell you anything else?”

Cornelia said, “Not much, just that she wants to have dinner with me after wor
k tonight. She also said she’s not happy with her job and might quit.”

Marcus said, “If I’'m not mistaken, she’s probably gone back to Zavier.”

Cornelia questioned, “What? She managed to break free from Zavier, why wo
uld she go back? Did someone find her and take her back?”

Marcus said, “She probably went back on her own.”
Cornelia didn’t believe it, “Skyler’s no fool, why would she do that?”

She immediately dialed Skyler’'s number. After
a few rings, the call was picked up.

“Hello, Ms Stewart. Oh, | should call you Mrs Hartley Zavier’s sinister voice ca
me from the phone.

Cornelia felt a wave of despair, and she could hardly breathe, “Is Skyler there
? Haver answer the phone!”

Zavier handed the phone to Skyler, “Darling, it’s your
good friend, Mrs. Hartley.”



Then, Skyler’s calm voice came from the phone, “Cornelia, what’s up?”

Cornelia had so many questions and so many things to say, but she couldn’t u
tter a single word. Because she knew, no matter what she said, it might hurt S
kyler. And the last person she wanted to hurt was Skyler.

Skyler chuckled, “You want to ask why I’'m back with Zavier? He’s still my hus
band. After months of wandering and facing some hardships, | suddenly want
ed to return to my comfortable life, so | came back to him. Fortunately, he didn
‘t resent me be accepted me, and forgave my previous caprice.”

Cornelia knew this wasn’t Skyler’s real thoughts, but she couldn’t
offer any advice. They were all adults, everyone should be accountable for the
ir own decisions

Skyler continued,
“Comelia, if there’s nothing else, I'll hang up first. We had too much fun last ni
ght. I'm still a bit worn out.”

Cornelia remained silent for a while, then managed to say. “So, are we still on
for dinner tonight?”
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Skyler’s

phone was on speaker, so naturally, Zavier could hear Comelia’s words. Upon
hearing the question, Skyler instinctively glanced at him

Zavier, taking the phone with a smile, said, “Absolutely, we must meel. Drag
Marc along and we can have a double date.

Skyler said to Comelia, “Alright, it’s settled then”

“Okay.” Comelia bit her lip, answering with difficulty. The other side had alread
y hung up.



She turned to Marcus and mumbled, “Do you think Skyler knows that Zavier te
amed up with Brennen and the others to mess with you, so that’s why she we
nt back

to him?”

Marcus lifted his hand, gently ruffling Comelia’s hair, “No matter why Skyler en
ded up with Zavier again, it’'s none of our business”

Comelia said, “Skyler is my friend. | can’t forget
how terrible it was when she had a miscarriage. I’'m worried she won’t value h
er own life again.”

Marcus understood
Comelia’s desire to help her friend, but he didn’t want her to continue this way,
“Comelia, you know if you help Skyler, you’re gonna get some

flak, right?”

Comelia was puzzled, “What would they
criticize me for? Who are they? | can’t just abandon my friend because some
people might judge me.”

She didn’t understand what the world had come to. Being kind was supposed
to be a virtue, but now even being good to her friends could get her criticized.
But no matter what others said about her, she still held onto her kindness and
treated every important friend well.

Marcus said, “Not everyone in this world is rational. Some are self—

righteous. These people believe that a marnage must be maintained, no matte
r how miserable the woman is post—

marnage. They think that even if a woman is suffering after marriage, she sho
uld never divorce. Friends should only encourage reconciliation, not divorce, a
nd certainly not help the woman escape the situation.”

Cornelia sighed, “You're right, there are still many people with such mentality.
But le them criticize. | can’t hear them anyway. | won’t abandon my friend bec
ause of

their doubts.”



Before he even tried to persuade her, Marcus knew he couldn’t change Comel
ia, “Sure, only you can decide if you want to help her. No one else can make t
hat decision for you. | just want to warn you, those people are scary. They hav
en’t seen the world, but they think they’re always right.”

“l know, don’t worry. Those insignificant people can’t hurt me To Cornelia, the
se people knew nothing yet always went around badmouthing others to vent t
heir

dissatisfaction

Just last night, Hannah was venting to her about a similar issue. She had a TV
show that was very popular, but some netizen criticized it as crappy

It was normal for some to like and some to dislike a show. But this netizen kep
t posting negative comments, dozens or even hundreds of

them, criticizing her show as illogical. But this critic was just posting willy—
nilly, without even watching the show seriously. The comments were all based
on their subjective assumptions

They even attacked the two protagonists and claimed Hannah was nuts.

Hannah retorted, wasn’t the critic the one with the mental problem? If they did
n’t like the show, they could just stop watching. But they kept posting abusive
comments every day. Wasn’t that a sign of mental problems?

Cornelia advised her, “Hannah, you need to chill out. Internet critics don’t think
like normal people Maybe that critic is the one with a mental problem, receivin
g treatment in a hospital.”

Hearing Cornelia’s words, Hannah cheered up, “Yeah, why should | argue wit
h a critic who’s nuts?”

“Exactly, don’t bother with those boring people.” To Cornelia, those internet cri
tics were as annoying as rats in the sewer. They showcased their subjective a
ssumptions in a full display, both stupid and nasty!
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Chapter 1058

Marcus saw Cornelia spacing out and tenderly patted her head, “Did | scare
you with my words?”

Comelia snapped back to reality, “/’'m so sorry, Jeremy!”
Marcus asked, “Why are you apologizing all of a sudden?”

Comelia said, “You helped Skyler for my sake, and ended up pissing off your f
riend Zavier”

Marcus said, ‘1 didn’t do it for you, | did it for Zavier.”
Comelia was puzzled, “Can you explain?”

Marcus explained, “Remember when you went to France to see Skyler and w
ere taken away by Zavier when you left?”

Comelia nodded, ‘1 remember.”

Marcus went on, “Skyler realized she hadn’t completely escaped Zavier’s watc
hful eye and broke down. | was supposed to pick you up but didn’t find you. In
stead, | stumbled upon her trying to end her own life. If | hadn’t saved her, she
might be gone by now.”

Cornelia had no idea about this. No wonder Marcus never thought of handing
Skyler back to Zavier even after they became enemies. He had sacrificed a lot
. He was doing a good deed, but was misunderstood.

Marcus continued, “Skyler had given up on fe. | promised to help her escape f
rom Zavier, and that’s when she found the courage to live again. | helped her
escape Zavier’s surveillance, but | never hid her. She was

free, and could go back to Zavier whenever she wanted”

Cornelia asked, “Why didn’t you tell me this earlier?”
Marcus said, “l didn’t want to worry you.”

Cornelia wanted to say something, but Marcus cut her off, “She’s an adult now
. She knows what she’s doing Don’t interfere with their business anymore.”



Cornelia nodded, but the image of Skyler lying in a pool of blood last year tryin
g to escape from Zavier by giving up her life kept flashing in her mind. If Skyle
r did something drastic again...

Cornelia didn’t dare to think further.
Marcus said, “Go wash up and have breakfast.”
“Okay” Cornelia put down her phone and headed for the bathroom.

When she came out, Marcus was no longer in the room, but her phone was vi
brating non—

stop on the bedside table. She picked up her phone and saw a message from
Zavier: [Cornelia, Skyler is back with me. Please stop interfering in our affairs.

“Okay” Cornelia initially wanted to reply simply.

But she was still a bit worried, so she sent
a detailed message: [Mr. Rivera, Skyler is my friend. | hope she can be happy
every day, and | hope you are the one who, can make her happy]

But in the end, Cornelia deleted the message because she was afraid of other
s‘judgement, and didn’t send the message.

1
919
Comelia pocketed her phone and stepped into the restaurant.
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Her favorite burger and cola were on the table. She could hardly believe her e
yes, “Marcus, didn’t you always say burgers are unhealthy? Why did you get o
ne for me today?”



Marcus replied, “Burgers have meat and vegetables, how could they be unhea
Ithy? Some unscrupulous merchants just slander other foods to sell their own.
Don’t let them fool you anymore, eat whatever you want, and don’t let them co
ntrol you.”

b

Comelia praised Marcus, “Marcus, you're totally right. You really are my hero.

Marcus laughed. “Stop buttering me up and eat your food.”

“I’'m not buttering you up, you really are my hero.” Comelia picked up the burg
er and took a big bite. The taste was so good it cured all her troubles, “I'll save
one for Tahlia and bring it to her later. She’s alone at my place, can’t cook, an
d probably doesn’t have anything for breakfast.”

Marcus said, “Patricia already sent breakfast over.”

Cornelia replied, “Marcus, you even think of such little things. You really
are a good buy. Suddenly | want a friend like you.”

Marcus said, “You don’t need a friend like me, having a husband like me is en
ough.

Cornelia’s phone suddenly vibrated twice. It was a message from Tahlia:

[I don’t want people at the company to know I’m your sister, and | don’t want t
0 be accused of using our relationship to get into the Hartley Group. I'll take a
cab to the office today and we have to act like strangers there]

Cornelia agreed with a smile and after putting her phone away, she said to Ma
rcus, Almost forgot to tell you something.”

Marcus asked, “What is it?”

Cornelia said, “Tahlia applied to the Hartley Group. Her major is financial man
agement and she applied for a finance—
related position, but the HR put her, someone who knows nothing about secre
tarial work, into the CEQ'’s secretary office. | suspect there might be somethin
g fishy about the person who hired her”

Cornelia suspected that Brennen was up to his old tricks, stirring up the order
within the Hartley Group. She considered many possibilities, but Marcus casu



ally gave her an answer, “/ arranged for your sister to go into
the CEQ’s secretary office.

Marcus was always fair and just, so his words surprised Cornelia, “Did you giv
e Tahia special treatment because of me?”

Marcus said, “No.”
Hearing it wasn’t because of her, Cornelia felt a bit better, “Then why?”

Marcus replied. “Tahlia is a finance graduate with excellent academic abilities.
| saw her potential and wanted to develop it.”

It was rare for someone to receive Marcus‘ praise. Tahlia receiving such comp
liments made Cornelia feel proud, “Yes, Tahlia really is an

outstanding kid. She was controlled by the Reese family for so long that she c
ompletely forgot she’s an individual.”

Marcus said, “We should help her discover her strengths together in the future

b2

Cornelia replied, “Sure.”

It had been a while since Cornelia last went to work, but her abilities
were not affected in the slightest.
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Chapter 1060

Once she clocked in at the office, her first order of business was to fetch Marc
us his daily cup of joe After delivering the coffee, she quietly left the CEQ'’s offi
ce Even though they were hitched, they kept things strictly professional at the
office, with no private chitchat

Stepping out of the office. Cornelia noticed Yolanda introducing a new colleag
ue, Tahlia, to the secretarial staff.



Yolanda was as warm and welcoming as ever, saying. “Our new face today is
Tahlia, a new addition to our secretarial team. Let’s give her a big hand”

Everyone joined in with enthusiastic applause

Their previous manager, Devon, got the boot for his illicit fling with a team me
mber, Melissa. So, Yolanda, being the longest serving and most competent, n
aturally got promoted Under her leadership, the work atmosphere improved n
oticeably. Without the constant suspicion among colleagues, better relationshi
ps also led to better productivity

Comelia lingered a bit too long and caught Yolanda’s eye. She approached C
omelia with Tahlia, introducing her as Ms. Stewart.

Tahlia was very respectful, greeting Comelia, “Hello, Ms Stewan! | look forwar
d to learning from you!”

Comelia nodded. “When | first joined the Hartley Group, Yolanda showed me t
he ropes just like this. She’s a good egg, you’ll do well to learn from her.”

Tahlia nodded, “Okay.”

Yolanda seemed less hostile seeing Cornelia’s friendly demeanor, “Tahlia, yo
u’re new, so you probably don’t know that Ms. Stewart is pretty sharp. She’s hi
ghly valued by President Hartley. If she’s free and you’re stuck with something
, feel free to ask her. I'm sure she’ll help.”

That jab wasn’t missed. But neither Comelia nor her sister took the bait.
Yolanda told Tahlia, “Tahlia, you can get back to work”

Tahlia nodded, “Okay, I'll get back to it.”

Once Tahlia left, Cornelia smiled, “Anything you want to talk about privately?”
Yolanda asked, “About that video, don’t you have anything to explain?”

Cornelia looked puzzled, “What video?”

Yolanda was pissed, “Comelia, how could you forget such an important video
?H



Ireally can’t remember, could you be more specific?” Cornelia had been throu
gh a lot lately, her memory a bit fuzzy. She couldn’t remember what video Yol
anda was talking about.

Yolanda fumed, ‘1 mean the video where you and President Hartley were getti
ng cozy! | even showed it to you. You forgot?”

Cornelia suddenly remembered,
“Oh, that video. It’s just as you saw, | don’t have anything to explain.”

Yolanda was taken aback. She felt like Comelia was purposely trying to get he
r goat
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