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Viola was full of suspicion.

While she was lost in her thoughts, Javon continued, “Ormand really cares about you.

But Viola, you’ve been back for a few days. Have you met him? How was your first impression of him?”

“I haven’t met him yet, Mr. Hobson.”

Viola continued, “These past few days, I've been sending people to invite Ormand to

meet me, but Ormand seems to be avoiding me on purpose, so | haven’t seen him.”

“Is there actually such a thing?” Javon said seriously.

He called Eason over and ordered in a low voice, “Go and ask Ormand to come here. Why

is he always hiding and avoiding others?”

”

“Yes.

Viola kept smiling as she drank tea and chatted with Javon.

Ten minutes later, Eason came in.
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“Mr. Hobson, Ormand didn’t come tonight. He said that he went to carry out a

mission.”

“What kind of mission is so urgent? How dare he forget about his fiancée’s banquet?

'H

Nonsense

“Don’t worry, Viola. Even if | had to tie him up and force him to come here, | would do so in order to
have you two meet with each other,” Javon said as he hit the ground heavily with his walking stick. But
Javon figured he shouldn’t keep saying bad things

about Ormand in front of Viola.

“I'll listen to you, Mr. Hobson.” Viola didn’t refute and smiled obediently.

Javon looked at Viola in a loving manner, but when he turned to look at Eason, Javon

darkened his face.

“Go tell Ormand that if he doesn’t show up on time today, | will punish him and let him

kneel in the hall for three nights! Kneel until he begs for mercy.”
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Eason went back again.

Another ten minutes later, Eason came back to report with a sad expression.

“Ormand said he knew. When he comes back from his mission tonight, he will accept

the punishment.”

Javon felt extremely angry.

Ormand would rather be punished than come to his fiancée’s banquet. It seemed that

Ormand was determined to go against Javon.

In front of Viola, Javon could only suppress his anger. “He isn’t afraid of being

punished, is he? In that case, go and tell him that if he dares not come, | will even

punish him with a hundred more lashes!”

Eason’s expression instantly changed.



“100 lashes? Are you serious, Mr. Hobson?”

Javon hit the ground again with his walking stick and turned his face away. He snorted.

coldly and did not reply.
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Eason did not dare to follow the order. “Mr. Hobson, we both know that Ormand is stubborn. If he is
determined to not come, he will really accept whatever punishment. you gave him! If he does show up
later, would we whip him or not? 100 lashes could kill

4

him.

Javon’s expression changed, and he lowered his head and fell silent.

Viola looked at Javon and then Eason.

From the sound of it, the Hobson family’s punishment seemed to be cruel.

After all, 100 lashes were enough to kill a strong man like Ormand, who had once joined the army and
had great physical strength.

But Javon had already made his stand clear.



In front of Viola, if Javon said that he wouldn’t punish Ormand anymore, Javon would feel embarrassed.
But if Javon really beat Ormand to death, Javon would never forgive

himself for doing that.

The tension in the room was real.
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Viola knew that Javon did not speak because he was waiting for her to say something.

So she smiled gently and said in a soft voice, “Mr. Hobson, | heard Eason say that this

whip was very powerful. But this is nothing but a banquet, so please let Ormand be and

finish his task. It’s fine if Ormand doesn’t want to come. Not a big deal at all. Don’t

punish him.”

Javon patted Viola’s hand in relief and sighed, “What a generous child. Ormand should

have cared more about you.”

“It’s alright, Mr. Hobson.”

As Viola tried to be nice and generous, Javon somehow felt bad about what Ormand did.



“Viola, don’t worry. Even if he doesn’t come tonight, | will find a way to let you meet him! | will ask him
to apologize to you.”

The banquet officially began.

The moment Viola appeared, she attracted everyone’s attention and became the focus of

the room.

That tassel dress, coupled with her exquisite makeup, made Viola look so charming. Her every move was
so elegant.

Meanwhile, it was her banquet.

Viola walked up to the stage in front of everyone’s gaze, expressing her gratitude about

returning to the McGraw family.

After she finished speaking, Willard went on stage and announced the engagement between Viola and
Ormand in the midst of the cheers.

But since Ormand was absent, Willard chose to simplify that matter and quickly skipped it to avoid
awkwardness instead of drawing everyone’s attention to the topic.

The banquet was at its peak.



After toasting all the guests, Viola sat alone at a small table in the distance and drank

wine.
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Stanley noticed Viola drinking alone, and he felt a little worried for her. So he walked to

her and sat down.

“Viola, you actually don’t want to marry Ormand, right?”

But Viola didn’t say anything and swirled the wine in her glass elegantly.

Stanley continued, “Look at him. Today is such an important day, but he is actually

absent. He wants you to be the joke in front of everyone. If you stay with him in the

IH

future, he will not treat you wel

“Mr. Falcon, it seems like you are the only one who laughs at me today,” Viola said with

a smile.

Stanley was very depressed. “That was because Mr. McGraw didn’t actually emphasize



the engagement. Viola, | really regret not proposing to you earlier. However, if you say

yes, | will fight for us even if it means | have to go against the Hobson family.”

“Mr. Falcon, you don’t have to. My answer is no.” Viola did not hesitate.

“Why? Don’t tell me you really like Ormand.”

“I don’t like him, and | won’t marry him either. Similarly, I'm only a friend to you. We

can’t get to the point of marriage. | hope you will understand.” Viola put down her glass

and seemed serious.

Stanley’s face was pale, and he could not say a word.

Quickly, it was eleven in the evening.

As soon as the banquet ended, Todd, who was hiding in the bush around the McGraw’s

house, quickly ran to a car that had been parked miles away.

While no one was paying attention, Todd opened the car door and got in.



The man, who had been waiting inside the car for a long time, immediately asked.

“How is it?”

Todd replied, “Don’t worry, Mr. Hobson. You already made a threat to these families in

advance, and Mr. McGraw handled the situation well. No one dared to laugh at Ms.

Zumthor behind her back.
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Ormand felt guilty.

“Was she unhappy?”

“l don’t think so. | saw that she chatted with Mr. Falcon for a long time, and they

seemed to have a good chat.”

Ormand pursed his lips tightly. His face instantly turned pale, and his eyes were filled

with loneliness.



The lights in the car were off, and Todd could not see Ormand’s expression. But Todd

could clearly feel Ormand’s sadness.

“Mr. Hobson, it’s getting late. How long do you plan to return to the Hobson’s place?”

Todd realized he should never mention Stanley, so he slapped his face and changed the

topic.

“Let’s wait a little longer.” Ormand thought for a moment.

An hour later, Ormand returned to the Hobson’s place.

He remembered that he had made Javon angry because he did not show up at the

banquet. So Ormand did not return to the villa but went to the hall instead.

Just as he arrived at the hall, Eason was already standing at the door, obviously waiting

for Ormand for a long time.

“Ormand, when Mr. Hobson came back tonight, he said that he was not feeling well.



Please go and take a look.”

Ormand did not think too much and followed Eason.

When Eason reached the guest room on the second floor, he suddenly stopped and signaled Ormand to
enter.
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Ormand frowned and looked confused. “This isn’t Grandfather’s room. Why did bring me here?”

Eason looked indifferent. “Mr. Hobson’s legs and feet are not in good condition. As soon as he arrived
here today, he felt uncomfortable and decided to stay inside.”

Ormand didn’t say anything. He obviously didn’t believe it.

But Eason looked at Ormand and emphasized, “Ormand, do you think | dare to joke about Mr. Hobson’s
health? Mr. Hobson is inside. You should go in quickly. If you are

late, Mr. Hobson will be mad.”
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Ormand then pushed open the door with doubts. Just as he took two steps inside, Eason pushed him in
from behind and then closed the door. Eason even locked it.

“Eason, open the door!”



Ormand slapped the door a few times, but there was no movement outside the door. It

seemed that Eason had left.

As Ormand was confused, he heard a familiar voice come from behind him.

“It's useless. Ormand, you always hide from me. Javon arranged this.”

The voice made Ormand tremble.



