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When Ryan found Lance, he was in a bar, completely drunk. He even quarreled
and fought with a man.

When he arrived, Lance had many bruises and wounds, so did the man.

He got Lance out of there quickly.

Lance awoke, perhaps because of the pain.

“How could you drink and even fight with that guy? Are you still the Mr. Hamm I
know?”

“I’ll take you to the hospital. Look at you, badly-wounded.”

“No, I want to drink. This bar isn’t good, it’s wine not good at all.”

“Is there something on your mind?”

Ryan asked.

But Lance said nothing.

He can only pick a good bar and drive Lance there. Ryan asked the waiter to serve
drinks.

As soon as the wine was served, Lance eagerly held the bottle and drank. Ryan
even had no time to pour the wine into the glass.

He drank too fast, so he choked on the wine and can’t help coughing.

Ryan helplessly patted his back and said, “Why bother?”

“None of your business.”

“I’m the only one who cares about you in this city.” Ryan sighed, “tell me, is it
because of that girl?”

“You don’t have to treat me as an outsider. I’m on your side. But I also have my
own tasks. Right now, I am the only one who can listen to you. Don’t hold back.”
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These words came to Lance’s heart.

He really needed to pour out to someone right now.

Ryan was on call at all times and knew his whereabouts very well.

He held the glass tightly and said, “Will you… passively fall in love with a girl?”

“What do you mean?”

“She … doesn’t like me at all. But when others confessed to her, she said she
liked me casually. She just wants the man to give up. She doesn’t like me at all.
However, I eavesdropped their conversation … and I don’t know how to do.”

“I have noticed her for a long time. She always sits in the front row and listens
carefully in my class. She is also the first one to leave after the class. She comes
and goes in a hurry as if she isn’t interested in anything else.”

“In the past … I was just curious about her, but after that, I started to pay
attention to her. In the end… I fell in

love with her. But she doesn’t know these at all. Do you think … it’s ridiculous?”

Ryan felt distressed about Lance when he heard that.

Emotion is hard to control.

Whether Lance was passive or not, he fell in love in the end.

“Lance, have you ever thought that your attention to her is not because of that
conversation? According to what you say, you have already noticed this girl. So,
even without that conversation, you would still fall in love with her
uncontrollably.”

“I know… at least now I won’t feel heartbroken. I thought she liked me, I really
thought she liked me, I really thought…”

Lance drank too much and repeated these incoherently.

In the end, he lay unconsciously on the table.

Ryan looked at him with distress.

“You make me want to meet this girl. I want to know what kind of girl can bother
you like this. You’re Lance!”

He said faintly.



Soon the weekend came, Krista wanted to go to the library to prepare some
information.

Aracely saw that Krista had been busy with her studies all the time and was about
to become a nerd, she couldn’t stand it anymore.

“Winter is coming. I’ll take you to buy some winter clothes. Look at your
wardrobe, almost no clothes.”

“These are enough. There’s no need to spend money…”

“If you don’t go, I’m going to be angry.”

Aracely said with feigned displeasure.
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Despite that Krista knew Aracely wouldn’t mind, she didn’t refuse her. Anyway, Aracely’s
offer was well meant.

They went to the mall together.

“Is Mr. Hamm out of touch with you these days?”

“Mm, this is a good thing. He can’t keep misunderstanding and helping me silently. He
should have done it early.”

“Without his protection, your will have a hard time.”

“He has already helped me a lot. I can’t rely on him all the time. I have owed Mr. Hamm too
much, and I can’t get him into trouble anymore.”

Especially after knowing Lance fell in love with her, she didn’t even dare say a word to him.

“Then what about the exchange program?” “As long as I perform well, I can apply for the
school myself. And I’m going about it. Don’t worry.”

Aracely nodded, heaving a sigh of relief.

They bought some clothes and passed a designer jewelry store. Aracely stopped her.

“How about buying a jade choker for your baby? It may bring this child good luck!”
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“Is it too early?”

“Not at all. Children’s things need to be prepared in advance. And it’ll never be enough. Let’s
have a look first. If there’s anything you like, we’ll take it.”.

Aracely pulled her into the store.

“This jade choker looks good!”

Aracely said excitedly.

The jade was transparent and smooth, and looked pure in the light.

Moreover, the carving on it was also very exquisite. And the choker was inscribed with a
blessing.

“It’s too expensive.”

Krista took her hand.

This jade choker actually cost more than 10 million!

“Madam, this is the best jade. It is worth the money. And we’ve only got this one in our
store.”

“It’s too expensive. Let’s go.”

Aracely was rich but her money wasn’t countless.

It would be a shame, if she cost 10 million to buy a jade choker, then Krista’s child fell and
broke it.

“But … it really looks good…”

“Isn’t it better to buy milk powder and pram for your godson or goddaughter? Let’s go!”

When Krista and Aracely were about to leave, those two pests came over.

They were Sandra and Vivian.

When Sandra told Kingston that she missed her family and wanted Vivian to accompany her,
Kingston agreed without hesitation.

She was also overjoyed, since she thought that Kingston had laid all the animosities aside for
her, which meant that he still cared about her.

In fact, he didn’t need to worry about what she didn’t care.



Aracely frowned at the sight of those two.

It felt familiar every time she saw Sandra, as if they had met before. But Aracely couldn’t
remember it in a short time.

They were also coming for that jade choker.

And they just heard everything.

“Now that you have no money, don’t look at and touch it. You can’t afford to break it. The
Ortizs is indeed wealthy, but you can’t waste ten million as you like, can you?”

Sandra taunted them.

“That’s right. My parents have been working hard to earn a good living for our family. I
major in finance and have invested in shares, funds, estates and so on. Every day, I can get at
least 10 or 20 thousand while I’m at school. Perhaps it is because of my parents. They teach
me to work hard, so that I won’t be a parasite.”

“Live on others, and easily sweep 10 million or more from others. This parasite is quite
formidable!”

“You…”

Sandra was struck dumb.
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“Also, a man’s taste is not what brand of suit or watch he wears, but the woman
beside him.”

“I can only say that Kingston’s taste is not very good!”.

“How dare you…”

Sandra blushed with rage. She couldn’t help but raise her arm without thinking
and was about to slap her.

Aracely didn’t expect that Krista would take quick action.

She stood in front of Aracely, grabbing Sandra’s wrist with all her might from her
weak body.
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“What are you doing?”

She frowned and looked at Sandra with displeasure.

“Let go of me, I’m going to teach her a lesson today! She’s nothing to me! I don’t
like the Ortizs!”

“How dare you touch her!”

“Krista, don’t forget your brother.”

Sandra reminded her.

“You dare to touch my brother?”

Krista said coldly, pushing Sandra away.

She stood in front of Aracely and said, “Sandra, you haven’t married Kingston.
You aren’t a member of the Irwins, are you? But everybody knows that I have
already been the legitimate adopted daughter of the Irwins.”

“I can spend money in the name of the Irwins, but you are not qualified now.
Don’t touch people I care about, otherwise you will regret it.”

Krista could endure whatever Sandra did to her.

However, if Sandra did harm to people she cared about, she would risk her life to
protect them.

Sandra was speechless and could only look at Krista angrily.

“1… I won’t argue with you.”

She said angrily.

Krista didn’t even look at her and pulled Aracely to leave.

At this moment, a group of gangsters ran in.

There suddenly came a sound.

They fired two shots at the ceiling. The ceiling lamp fell and shattered. Everyone
around screamed, wanting to escape, but the gangsters firmly guarded the door.

The policemen quickly arrived.

“You have been surrounded. I advise you to surrender!”



There were four gangsters. They escaped from prison with guns in their hands.

They ignored the policeman and directly closed the glass door, pressing their
guns against the clerks’ heads.

“Everyone, get down! Don’t move, or I’ll shoot you all.”

“Help, help…”

A man ran towards the door in fear.

The gangster did not show any mercy and directly shot him in the heart.

The man fell to the ground with only a thump, and the ground was covered with
blood.

Argh!

Vivian screamed in fright, attracting the attention of a gangster.

He saw Vivian holding a jade choker in her hand with a hanging tag on it.

Ten million!

“You are wealthy and generous. You bought something worth 10 million dollars
without thinking?”

“No…No, I didn’t buy it.”

“Didn’t you buy it? The invoice has been issued, and you didn’t buy it?”

The gangster leader’s face was covered in scars. He looked fierce, and there were
terrifying tattoos on his body.

“I didn’t buy it. She bought it!”

Vivian was too scared and directly gave Sandra away!

“Vivian, you…”

Sandra’s face was ashen and extremely ugly,

She should have bought the jade choker without quarrelling with Krista!

The gangster saw Sandra and found that she was wearing jewels. It seemed that
she was born from a wealthy family.
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“Pack up all the jewelry, including those in inventory. And keep her as a hostage,
so that we can easily escape here!”

The gangster said happily. He didn’t expect that. Perhaps he could get high
ransoms.

The gangster pointed his gun at Sandra’s head and smirked.

Sandra was trembling with fear.

“Please don’t … don’t kill me. Kingston is my fiancé. If you don’t kill me, he will
give you a lot of money!”

“Your fiancé is Kingston?”

The gangster was stunned. He had heard of Kingston when he was in prison.

He said with a smile on his face, “God blesses me. I never thought that I can
receive such a big gift on the first day I got out of prison!”

“Listen up, the police officers outside. Get us a car and let us leave immediately.
Otherwise, I’ll kill everyone here.”

For the sake of the safety of the masses, the police officers could do nothing but
agree.

“Get him a car with monitors in it. Give whatever they want, so that we could
keep everyone safe.”

“But someone was captured and detained as a hostage.”

“Who?”

“A lady.”

“Call her family immediately.”

The police officers called Quincy and told him what had happened.

“Mr. Irwin, Ms. Hardin is in trouble.”
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“I see.”

He replied calmly and continued to flip through the documents in his hand.

“Mr. Hardin went to a jewelry shop and was kidnapped by gangsters.”

“I’ll leave it to you. I need to attend a meeting later.”

“Okay.”

Then Quincy left and checked the live coverage online.

The door of the jewelry shop was made of glass. It could be seen clearly from the
outside.

Quincy found that Krista was also there.

He immediately returned.

“Mr. Irwin …Ms. Compton is also there.”

Hearing this, Kingston was nervous.

He immediately put down the documents and stood up.

“Mr. Irwin…”

“If they hurt her, I will kill them!”

He said word by word coldly.

In the jewelry shop.

The gangsters were about to leave after they had robbed the shop of all articles
of value. They decided to take Sandra to somewhere safe and demand a ransom.

“Wait a minute.”

Krista suddenly stood out and said to them.

Aracely looked at Krista and plucked her by clothes, saying anxiously, “Krista,
squat down. You can’t stand up! What they want is money, don’t irritate them!”

Krista did not reply and came over to the gangsters.

The gangster immediately pointed his gun at Krista’s chest.



“Lady, don’t move. Otherwise, you’ll be shot.”

Krista immediately stopped and raised her hands.

“I’m just a weak woman. I won’t do anything to you. I just want to tell you that
you’ve kidnapped the wrong

person.”

“What do you mean?”

“I am the adopted daughter of the Irwins. And Brittany loves me very much.
Sandra hasn’t got married to Kingston, so she is not a member of the Irwins.”

“I believe that most of you have heard of me, but seldom know Sandra.”

After the affairs between her and Lance were exposed, Brittany held a press
conference for her. Since then, Krista became a household name.

On Brittany’s eightieth birthday, Brittany also introduced her to everyone
presented.

Therefore, Krista was known to not only the rich people but also the general
public.

But Sandra was rarely known by people.
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“Do you know who she is?”

The gangster asked.

Having no courage to lie, they can only tell the truth. “She… she is indeed the
adopted daughter of the Irwins and she has won Ms. Roach’s favor.”

“Yes … yes, Ms. Roach personally held a press conference to admit it.”

“I participated in the 80th birthday of Ms. Roach. Ms. Roach likes Krista Compton
the most, but not satisfied with Ms. Hardin.”

“Look, they dare not lie to you, so you won’t get a high ransom for capturing her.
But I’m different. Kingston Irwin is filial and won’t disobey Ms. Hardin, so he will
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definitely save me. And look at her belly. She is pregnant. If she is scared to death,
you will lose more than you gain.”

“Why don’t you take me? I’ll be more obedient and I’ll do whatever you want me
to do, okay?”

“Uh…”

The gangster frowned slightly.

Everyone else was eager to avoid such a thing.

But Krista Compton suggested to exchange for the hostage?

“Right! You guys take Krista Compton away. And you can easily know howmuch
Ms. Roach hates me as you see that I am not recognized even though I am
pregnant! She … she’s Ms. Roach’s darling, who won’t let her be in danger.”

Sandra Hardin was obvious in body as a pregnant woman.

On the contrary, Krista Compton was so slim in loose clothes, making it difficult
to identify.

It was indeed troublesome to bring a pregnant woman along.

The gangster pushed Sandra Hardin away and grabbed Krista Compton.

“You are a girl with guts and schemes, which I admire very much. However, I am
cruel enough to kill you. Aren’t you afraid of death?”

Krista Compton did not respond.

She only knew that Sandra Hardin was the love of Kingston Irwin.

She couldn’t let Hardin be in danger.

“Krista Compton!”

Aracely Ortiz anxiously shouted, “Why don’t you also take me ?”

“Who are you?”

“Don’t take her along, or it will be so cumbersome. What’s more, she doesn’t
have any money.”

“Krista Compton, are you crazy…”

Aracely Ortiz was so anxious that she shed tears.



“Aracely, I’ll come back safely.”

She gave Aracely Ortiz a comforting look.

Actually, she didn’t know at all.

Can she really come back?

Sandra Hardin thought maliciously as she watched Krista Compton being taken
away.

She thought that it would be best that Krista Compton be killed by these people
and never come back.

The gangster got into the car prepared by the police with money and the hostage,
leaving quickly.

They passed by Kingston Irwin’s car on the road.

Kingston Irwin could clearly see that Krista Compton was inside.

When the van got on the highway, the kidnapper called the police and said,
“Don’t set up checkpoints all the way. Don’t follow me. Otherwise, I’ll kill.”

“You ensure the safety of the hostage, and then we won’t follow you!”

“Don’t worry, this girl is valuable.”

The kidnapper hung up the phone and said to Krista Compton, “Call the Irwins
and ask them to redeem you with money.”

“Kingston Irwin …Won’t redeem me with money.”

,

“What did you say…”

“Kingston Irwin doesn’t care about me at all.”

“You… Call Ms. Roach. Didn’t you say that Ms. Roach cares about you the most?”

“I won’t call Brittany.”

“Are you fucking kidding me?”

The gangster angrily grabbed her by the neck.

Her little face turned red from lack of oxygen.



“Boss, don’t kill her. We can make the call!”

“Motherf*cker, you are the first one who actually dare to fool me? I’ll punish you
sooner or later”

After the gangster let go of her, Krista Compton kept coughing.

When the gangster was about to contact Ms. Roach of the Irwins, Krista
Compton’s phone rang.
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Krista looked at the phone. It was Kingston. She was just about to hang up while
the gangster took her phone.

“I’d like to hear what he says. Does he care about your life?”

“Give me back my phone…”

The gangster slapped her face.

Krista fell on the seat, unable to get up for a long time.

“Give…me back my phone…” She shouted weakly.

The call got through.

“I can give you anything you want. Let her go.”

Kingston who had always been calm spoke in panic.

“Really?” The gangster was delighted.

“I want to leave and escape abroad quietly. Can you do that?”

“Yes, I will arrange a boat for you to avoid the customs and smuggle abroad.”

“I want US dollars! Cash! Can you do it?”

“Give as much as you want.”

“You are really straightforward.”
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“I just want her to be fine. If you guys can’t do it, I’ll torture you to death.”

His last sentence was filled with coldness, like a fierce ghost from the abyss.

The gangster had also killed some people, but he couldn’t help but feel a chill.

Kingston was extraordinary.

“Alright, after I get to the ferry, then get on the boat safely and get the money,
I’ll let her go.”

“Alright.”

Hanging up, Kingston immediately asked Quincy to stop the police from
interfering.

Kingston would settle this matter.

“Bitch…”

The gangster grabbed Krista’s hair and looked at half of her swollen face, which
looked pathetic.

“You didn’t tell me he would care about your life? If he didn’t want you to be fine,
I would have taken off one of your arms and let you know how powerful I am.”

Krista’s cheeks hurt so much that she couldn’t even make a sound.

The gangster and Kingston agreed on a port. Kingston had prepared the boat.

The gangsters saw boxes of US dollars after boarding the ship.

“It’s money.”

“We’re rich!”

“Then should we send the woman back now? Kingston seems not to be trifled
with.”

“Kingston is nothing! Boss, do you still need to follow his words?” One of the
gangsters said, “We escaped with great difficulty. It’s been a long time since
we’ve touched a woman in prison.”

“How about … having a good time? Then give her back to Kingston with a breath.
When we sail away, Kingston won’t be able to find us. We don’t need to worry.”

“Boss, he is right. We are indeed greedy for women.”



Another gangster said.

Staring at Krista’s pretty face all along the way, he could not control himself.

Krista was good-looking with good figure. She was thin and tender. And any men
would have improper thoughts about her.

They were four ferocious men, who haven’t touched women for a long time.

Who could bear a young woman?

The gangster hesitated.

He looked at Krista in the corner. Her skin was soft. She looked so pitiful that
people wanted to humiliate her.

–

He was also tempted.

Krista was extremely scared.

She thought of death.

But she didn’t expect this!

She kept retreating. But with her hands and feet being tied, she moved very slow.

Soon, four men stood in front of her
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