Gi'iapter 15 Acting Genius
As Bernard caught Merissa's nervous glance, he

finally shot a cold look at Maddie, who had been

awkwardly trying to join the conversation. |

Maddie stared back at Bernard, desperate to

figure out Merissa's true identity.

But Bernard just stared at her with that cold,

piercing gaze!

Chilled by that icy gaze, Maddie felt a shiver run
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Maddie didn't get the answers she was looking
for!

Merissa let out a sigh of relief! Thankfully, her

well-guarded secret was still safe!

Bernard turned back to Merissa, Cartland, and
Edgar, his face softening. "Sorry, I've got another

appointment. I'll have to leave now.’

He gave Maddie one last glance, brushed off

Edgar's pleasantries, and left.
The room fell silent again.

'Maddie, aren't you due on set in ten minutes?
What are you still doing here? Remember, you're

an actress, not a barista!"

Edgar didn't scold her directly but his message




Again, it was all because of Merissa!

Maddie's eyes burned with resentment. She pulled

out her phone and called someone.

“Hello, is this the detective agency? | need you to

track someone for me..."

After enjoying the fancy meal Merissa ordered, the

crew got back to work.

Since Merissa was one of the investors, she got to

stay and sit with Edgar behind the monitors.

On the screen, Maddie, all decked out in a

blood-stained white dress with a knife in hand,

was walking through the dimly lit corridors of an

old mansion, giving off a creepy vibe.




- she peeked under the bed.

“Cut!" Edgar suddenly yelled out. "That's not it! I've
told you over and over. She's into torture, but not
like this. You're not nailing the psychopath vibe!"

The set went dead silent. Maddie frowned

impatiently.

It was just a psychopath role, what was so tricky

about it?!

But she couldn't be straight up about those true
thoughts. Glancing at Merissa sitting nearby, she

came up with an idea.

With a pitiful bite of her lip, she said, "Sorry, Mr.
Mortiz, maybe I'm just not getting it. | heard
Merissa is good at acting, maybe she could show

me how it's done?’

Edgar's face lit up with surprise at Maddie's
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‘Merissa, sitting upright with an air of authority,
~ wasn't intimidated by Maddie's challenge.

With a light snort, she stood up. "Okay!"

Maddie was caught off guard. Merissa actually

agreed?

She was just a poor country girl; how could she
possibly know how to act? Now Maddie was eager

to see if Merissa was just bluffing!

As Merissa went to change into her costume, she
paused. "Not this bloody one, give me something
plain white. People with her kind of psych issues
care a lot about how they look. They wouldn't
stand blood on their clothes. Plus, all her
personalities have a mental strain, and plain white

shows that best."

Maddie rolled her eyes. A killer's appearance
needed to be bloody and violent for visual imp




But there was a creepy vibe about her that made

people uneasy.
She nailed the character of Elena right off the bat.

The new Elena, clad in white, moved down the
hallway with slow, graceful ballet-like steps,

wearing a serene smile on her lips.

It was as if she was about to perform ballet, not

commit murder.

But the glint of the knife in her hand told a
different story.

Approaching the door, she leaned in and lightly

knocked. "Rebecca, are you there?"

But there was no response, and Elena's smile
faltered, replaced by a chilling look in her eyes that
sent shivers down everyone's spine.

The set was silent.

Elena pushed the door
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crawled out from under the bed, trembling.




The contrast between Elena's innocent looks and
her terrifying actions sent chills down everyone's

spine.

She knew her prey was hiding under the bed all
along. She just enjoyed toying with her victims,

reveling in their fear.

She was elegant and joyful while hunting, and
exhilarated when she found her prey, yet still

maintaining the demeanor of a noble lady.

The stark contrast made it clear who nailed this
role. Maddie's interpretation was superficial, but

Merissa brought the character vividly to life!

“Cut!" Edgar shouted, his eyes shining with
approval. This was the performance he was

looking for.

Maddie watched in shock. She had.wg%tj}i ' i
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