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Rufus watched me for a long time before slowly saying, “No. I believe she 
must have a good reason to do it.” 

After a brief pause, his l*ips curved up into a self-deprecating smile. “But I still 
want to deal with it together with her. It’s better than being kept in the dark. 
Ever since I discovered that I lost a part of my memory, I have been feeling 
like the whole world has abandoned me. Everyone except me knows the 
truth.” 

Rufus sighed as if he was genuinely at ease. “Honestly, whatever the reason 
might have been, it doesn’t matter anymore. I just want to get my memory 
back and get some answers.” 

Perhaps I looked very serious, because Rufus stroked my cheek with his 
f*ingers as he continued in a very light tone, “It doesn’t even matter if I don’t 
get my memory back. We can start all over again. Crystal, having you here 
beside me is enough.” 

His expression was exceptionally gentle, and his eyes were shining with 
tenderness. The resentment that I had imagined would be there was missing, 
which made me sadder. 

I would have preferred it if he became angry and blamed me for lying to him. 

But he didn’t. He didn’t even utter one harsh word to me. 

I knew he was afraid to lose me again. Once this realization set in, I felt like 
my heart was being repeatedly tugged. The infinitely magnified pain left me 
unable to come up with anything to conceal the truth. 

I burrowed into the quilt and rested my head against Rufus’ chest, listening 
silently. 



“Crystal, don’t run away. Let’s deal with this together, okay?” Rufus added. 

I didn’t have the nerve to answer his question. At this moment, I just wanted to 
lie still in his arms and pretend to sleep. 

“Crystal? Why don’t you reply?” Rufus prodded me in an aggrieved voice. 

My heart fluttered. I clenched my jaw and continued to act as if I was asleep. 

“Have you fallen asleep?” Rufus stroked my hair and placed a k*iss on my 
forehead. Then he fell quiet. He pulled the quilt up to cover both of us and 
drifted off, holding me in his arms. 

I kept my eyes shut and inhaled deeply. After about six or seven minutes, I 
opened my eyes and softly called out Rufus’ name. There was no response. 
He seemed to be fast asleep. 

I carefully wiggled out of his arms and cast a sleeping spell on him. 

Then I stared at his back for a long time, my stomach churning uneasily. 

I took a deep breath to steel myself and slowly lifted the hem of his shirt with 
shaking h*ands. As I had expected, a black thorn was present on his smooth 
back. 

I couldn’t stop myself from bursting into tears. 

I wanted to hold them back, but my shoulders shook violently. I hadn’t 
expected my life to turn out like this. 

Rufus had fallen in love with me again, and the black thorn was also growing 
again. This time, my only way out was to completely disappear from his world. 

No matter what, Rufus and I were destined to be apart, and we could only 
spend the rest of our lives in regret. 

I was overwhelmed with desperation. Lowering my head, I k*issed the 
sleeping man. Then I wiped away the icy teardrops that had dripped down on 
his face. 

“I’m sorry, I can’t continue staying here,” I murmured. I closed my eyes and 
gave him one last k*iss on his l*ips. “You will be fine.” After saying that, I 
couldn’t linger any longer. I shrugged on my coat that was lying by the bed 



and was about to put my feet on the floor, when a big h*and closed around my 
wrist. 

I whirled round and saw that Rufus was awake. He was glaring at me frostily. 
“Crystal, where are you going? Do you want to leave me again?” 
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Chapter 1259 I Don’t Love You (Crystal’s POV) 

I was startled. Hadn’t Rufus fallen asleep? Why was he suddenly awake? 

“How… How did you…” I stammered, flustered. I didn’t know what he had just 
heard. Did my k*iss wake him up? 

But that didn’t sound right. I had cast the spell to send him into a deep sleep. 
How could he have woken up? 

“What do you want to say? Why did I wake up? Or why was your witchcraft 
ineffective?” Rufus got to his feet and observed me calmly. 

I was stunned. I didn’t expect that he would have knowledge of my witchcraft. 

He chuckled knowingly. “I knew you possess this ability, so I asked a wizard 
for help. No matter what spell you cast on me this time, it won’t work.” 

Since he was being so straightforward, I didn’t want to keep pretending either. 
I directly asked, “When did you figure out that I have recovered?” 

“I’m not sure.” Rufus raised his eyebrows and smiled. “But your body 
language can’t lie. After we had sex, something was amiss when you woke up 
again. Although you pretended to not know me, every time I t*ouched you, 
you would unintentionally become nervous, as if you were afraid of your 
secret getting out. And when you looked at me, you could never meet my 
eyes.” 



I was rendered speechless. Even though Rufus had no memory of our past, 
he was still the person who knew me inside and out. 

I believed he had seen through all my little secrets. 

Rufus walked to me, crouched beside my l*egs, and gave me a serious look. 
“So, should I call you Crystal or Sylvia?” 

I turned my head away from him and awkwardly replied, “Since you already 
know everything, why are you still asking me?” 

So, he had been pretending just now. He just silently watched me put on an 
act. I didn’t know when he had heard about the name Sylvia. 

“No, I want you to tell me.” Rufus wasn’t going to let me off. He wanted me to 
give him an answer. 

I couldn’t escape, so I had to reluctantly admit the truth. “My name is Sylvia, 
and Crystal is the name I took later.” 

“Are Beryl and Arron my children?” Rufus ‘ eyes were shining with hope as he 
gripped my h*ands. 

I was silent for a few seconds before nodding. “Yes, they are your children.” 

I had no reason to lie to him about our children, and both the kids also wanted 
their father. 

If I ever got an opportunity to leave again, maybe it was wise for me to leave 
them behind this time. 

Rufus would be a good father. 

Rufus’ face lit up with a bright smile and he asked, “Are you my mate?” 

My h*ands were stiff and I felt a little glum. I didn’t respond to his question 
immediately. I didn’t have the heart to hurt him again. 

“Crystal, we are mates, aren’t we?” Rufus clasped my h*ands tightly as if he 
was worried that I would sprint out of the room. “Yes, we are mates.” 

I sighed deeply. I didn’t have the courage to lie to Rufus, let alone cook up a 
new lie altogether. 



My answer only made the smile on his face widen. He couldn’t stop himself 
from placing a k*iss on the back of my h*and, treating me like a treasure he 
had lost and found. 

“Crystal, that’s great. I knew we are mates.” 

Tears slowly blurred my vision, and complex emotions roiled within me. As 
soon as my mind flashed back to the black thorn on his back, I became more 
downhearted. 

“Since you are my mate, why did you leave all those years ago?” Rufus 
looked up at me. 

I kept quiet for a long time. It was only when the sound of the bell ringing 
outside the window reached my ears that I suddenly snapped back to the 
present. I said in a dazed voice, “Because I didn’t love you back then and I 
don’t love you now.” 
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When Rufus heard my answer, his l*ips curled up in disdain and he got to his 
feet. Pulling me closer, he lifted my chin, and asked, “Why are you crying if 
you don’t love me? Your eyes are red.” 

I sniffled and irritably slapped his h*and away. I didn’t want to talk to him. 

Rufus persisted. He sat beside me and said, “I don’t believe that you don’t 
love me. You’re a liar. You always like to speak the opposite of what you 
really mean.” 



“It’s your choice to believe it or not.” I turned around and wiped my tears, 
feeling embarrassed. 

Rufus didn’t believe me. He shifted so that he was sitting facing me. “Why are 
you keeping me away from you? Why did you k*iss me just now if you don’t 
love me? I don’t believe you are so cruel. Crystal, admit it. You love me. You 
can’t escape from me.” 

Rufus annoyed me so much that I yelled, “Stop it. You don’t know anything!” 

When I noticed the stunned disbelief on his face, I regretted my words again. 

I rubbed my eyes, lowered my head, and sobbed. “There are so many things I 
don’t know how to tell you. It’s best that you have no knowledge of them. 
Anyway, I don’t love you anymore.” 

The atmosphere was heavy with tension for several minutes. After a long 
time, Rufus stirred. He slowly lifted my chin, gently dried my tears with his 
f*ingers, and tenderly said, “There are many things I don’t know? Well, are 
any of them related to the curse?” 

I was taken aback. I hadn’t expected him to bring up the curse. 

As Rufus intensely gazed at my face, he seemed to have figured something 
out. His l*ips curved up into a soft smile. “If I’m not wrong, the curse was the 
biggest reason you left me, right?” 

My jaw fell open in surprise. “How did you…” 

“Does this have anything to do with what is on my back?” Rufus interrupted 
me and asked. 

This time, I was completely floored. “Can you see what’s on your back?” 

“Was I unable to see it before?” Rufus asked with raised eyebrows. 

I sat in silence, not knowing where to start. “So, I’m right. I wasn’t certain, but 
the way you examined my back just now confirmed my suspicion that it was 
related to curse,” Rufus nonchalantly said. 

He was so sharp that he only needed a few clues to figure anything out. 



It suddenly dawned on me that pretending so hard in front of him before was 
useless. In the end, he still discovered the truth. 

I stared at him, my gut churning uneasily. I didn’t know what the meaning of 
Rufus being able to see the black thorn on his back now was. Would the curse 
affect him more fiercely than before? 

Or maybe I was running out of time. 

“What’s wrong, Crystal? You look terrified.” Rufus studied me worriedly. He 
tucked a loose strand of my hair behind my ear and half-jokingly said, “I’m 
going to die, right?” 

I became so furious that I hastily covered his mouth. “Don’t spout nonsense! I 
will never let anything bad befall you.” 

After saying that, I burst into tears. I couldn’t hold in the emotions I felt when I 
thought of him dying. 

“You will live a peaceful life. I won’t let you die. I won’t…” I choked with sobs 
and couldn’t speak coherently. “We can survive this. I managed to save you 
five years ago. I can do it again this time. You can’t die…” 

Rufus watched me with his dark eyes. His l*ips were tightly pressed into a thin 
line, as if he was controlling his emotions. 

Before I could think about anything, he suddenly clasped my h*and, wrapped 
his arm around my shoulder, and k*issed me. 
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