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“Things to take care of?” Shane frowned.

“What happened?”

“It's not a big deal. Do you still remember who Lucy is?” Natalie asked.

Shane blinked, feeling puzzled.

“‘Who? Her name sounds familiar.l think I've heard of her name before,” he muttered.
Natalie couldn’t help but chuckled as she could tell that he was speaking the truth.l
wonder if Lucy will have an emotional breakdown if she finds out the person she had
wanted to marry doesn’t even remember who she is.

“What are you laughing at?” Shane raised his brows and asked.

The smile did not leave her eyes even though she had stopped laughing.

“It's nothing.Lucy is the girl who found you by the riverside.She is the one who rescued
you, fell in love with you, and wants to marry you; Natalie replied.

Shane’s eyes flashed disgust as he finally recalled who Lucy was upon Natalie’s
reminder.

“Oh, her.” He frowned.

She was one of the most disgusting women he had ever met, only second to
Jacqueline.

The thought of Lucy annoyed him.
“Yes.It's her.” Natalie nodded.

Shane pursed his lips and asked, “Why did you bring her up all of a sudden? Does she
have anything to do with whatever happened to you?”
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“Yes.We were on the same flight just now.She saw me when | passed by the economy
cabin and started to spread rumors about me” Natalie harrumphed.

Shane’s face darkened.

“What? She spread rumors about you?”




“Yeah.She told everyone I'm having an affair with a rich, married man.I’m so pissed,”
Natalie said crankily.

Shane’s eyes glinted coldly.

“‘How dare she say that? Where is she now?”

“Sigmund brought her to the airport lounge.I’'m on my way over to square things up.”
“Okay.You go first.I'll be right over.”

Shane nodded.

Natalie had arrived at the lounge as she put her phone away.

The three people in the room looked up immediately as her two bodyguards opened the
door for her.

It was none other than Lucy and Natalie’s two other bodyguards.
Color had drained from Lucy’s face as she sat in between the two bodyguards.

Lucy never thought that Natalie would find out about the rumors she had spread on the
plane.

Natalie’s bodyguards had brought her over to the lounge the moment the plane
landed.She knew then that Natalie wanted to teach her a lesson for spreading rumors.

In fact, she would have done the same thing if she were in Natalie’s shoes.

Of course, she wasn'’t afraid of Natalie.She was simply worried that Shane would find
out.

Shane’s impression of me will worsen if he hears about this.She had been hanging
around wealthy heirs because she wanted to know how the upper-class society works
and become better.

That way, Shane’s impression and attitude toward her might change for the better.

But how could | let Shane find out what I've done when | have yet to become a better
person? Lucy felt a shadow loom over her while she was deep in thought.She looked up
instinctively and met Natalie’s ice-cold gaze.

What kind of look is that! Her eyes were obviously beautiful, but there wasn’t an ounce
of warmth in them.




Her gaze was so cold that it sent shivers down my spine! Lucy shivered.

“It's been a while, Ms.Rivers.”

Natalie sat down opposite Lucy.

In fact, she looked like a queen with her four bodyguards lining up behind her.

Lucy couldn’t help but feel jealous.She knew from the very first moment she laid eyes
on Natalie, that she was nothing compared to this woman.

Natalie was better than her in terms of looks, family background, capabilities, and
demeanor.

In a nutshell, Natalie was better than her in every way.
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Hence, she had accepted the fact that Shane didn’t like her because she lacked all
these.

That was why she decided to hook up with wealthy heirs whom she had looked down on
in the past in order to blend in with the upper-class society.She figured she would be
able to pick up some skills from the rich and become a better version of herself.

Everything had been going well thus far even though she wasn’t at Natalie’s level yet.

Or so she thought until she met Natalie.She knew right then that they were on a
completely different level.

First of all, she had to admit that she had lost to Natalie in terms of demeanor.
Natalie carried herself like a royalty while she looked like a prostitute.

They were worlds apart! Lucy’s hands curled into fists and her body shook.She couldn’t
accept such an outcome.

After all, she had tried so hard to learn everything just so that Shane’s impression of her
would change and that she would be worthy of him.

However, she suddenly realized she had been going in the wrong direction all this while.
“What’s on your mind, Ms.Rivers?”

Natalie narrowed her eyes and asked when she saw Lucy biting her lips and the flurry of
emotions on her face.




Lucy blinked and returned to her senses.She stared at Natalie and replied stiffly, “It's
nothing, Ms.Smith.You brought me here..”

“Please refer to me as Mrs.Thompson, thank you.”

Natalie cut her off with a smile.
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Isn’t she in love with Shane? Doesn’t she want to replace me as Mrs.Thompson? I'll
have to remind her who Shane’s rightful wife is then.She wanted to get the point across
that there was no way Lucy could replace her as Shane’s wife by forcing Lucy to
address her as Mrs.Thompson.

Everything was done on purpose.

Lucy was a good-looking woman actually.lt wouldn’t be hard for her to find a good man
for herself.

However, Lucy refused to do so and had insisted on Natalie’s man and wanted to take
her place.

Hence, there was no way she would treat Lucy with kindness.

Just as Natalie expected, Lucy’s face changed when she was asked to refer to Natalie
as Mrs.Thompson.

Lucy knew that Natalie was doing it on purpose.

What a despicable woman! Lucy tightened her grip on her phone as her eyes burned
with hatred for a brief moment.She forced a smile, “Mrs.Thompson.”

“That’s right.”

Natalie was all smiles as she crossed her legs.She then gestured for Lucy to go on.
“Okay, Ms.Rivers.Please go on.You were saying?”

“I said it's not very appropriate of you to take me here.”

Lucy stared at Natalie defiantly.

Natalie raised her brows.

“‘Oh? Is there a problem?”




“What do you mean is there a problem?”
Lucy shook with anger.

“This is considered kidnapping since you forcefully brought me over.You have no right
to keep me confined.This is against the law.l can lodge a police report”

Natalie stifled a laugh.It was as if she had heard the funniest joke in the world.

Lucy’s heart skipped a beat when she heard her laughter.She raised her voice, feeling
uneasy.

“What are you laughing at, Mrs. Thompson? Am | that funny?”
“No, no.It’s not funny.”
Natalie waved her hand.

“It’'s hilarious.”
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She stopped smiling and reverted to her aloof demeanor.

“l see.So you do know what a crime is.l thought you were ignorant about it.”

“‘Excuse me?”

Lucy bit down on her lip.She was getting more and more anxious.

Natalie snorted icily, “Good game, well played, Lucy.You distracted everyone from the
crime you committed, yet at the same time, you kept harping on the crime others had
committed.Have you no shame?”

“You-" Lucy blanched at her words while clenching her fists.

It took her a while to loosen her fists.

Once she pulled herself together, she shot daggers at Natalie and asked, “Since you
accused me of being involved in a crime, why don’t you tell me what crime I've
committed?”

“You want to know? Sure.l'll enlighten you.”

Natalie leaned against the couch and raised her index finger.




“First of all, you kept harassing my husband.This action of yours had accounted for
stalking and criminal harassment.Secondly, you drove a wedge between my husband
and me, trying to get him to divorce me so that you could replace me.It’s not illegal, but
it's against morals and good customs!”

Natalie lifted her third finger and stared at Lucy’s pallid face.

“Last but not least, you spread rumors about me during the flight just now.Not only did
your action tarnish my reputation, but it also caused me to experience a great deal of
emotional distress.And that, Ms.Rivers,

is a form of defamation.So what do you think? Do you still dare claim that you’ve not
committed any crime?”
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Lucy opened her mouth and wanted to retaliate, yet the words somehow stuck in her
throat.

Deep in her heart, she knew these actions were criminal, but she refused to admit them.

The remarks Natalie made had rendered Lucy speechless.She could not help but
grimace as she tried to conceal her guilt.

“‘Don’t you have anything to say, Ms.Rivers? | guess | can take your silence as
acquiescence, can’'t I? So it's not wrong for me to say you've double standards, right?”
Natalie said.

“You want to report me to the cops and tell them | imprisoned you? Go ahead.l’ll not
stop you.But before that, let’s talk about the rumors you spread about me on the
plane.How would you like to compensate me,

Ms.Rivers?”

“Why must | compensate you?”

Lucy widened her eyes.

“Fine! | admit | made those remarks earlier, but you didn’t suffer any losses either, so
why should | compensate you? | don’t mind apologizing to you, but compensation? Over
my dead body!”

She defended herself and looked up at Natalie with a scowl, as she believed Natalie
was outright extorting her.She also felt making a few false statements about Natalie was
not a big deal.




Who is she to demand compensation from me? I've never met someone who could
shamelessly demand compensation in such a manner! Upon noticing how furious Lucy
was, Natalie let out a mirthless laugh.

Did she really think | made that up to extort her?

“Do you think you don’t have to compensate me for tarnishing my reputation? Do you
think | made this up so | can extort you?”

A corner of Natalie’s lips quirked up.
Lucy gradually looked up and gave her a sidelong stare.

“Isn’t that extortion? I've only made a few remarks about you.l didn’t even injure you, yet
you demand compensation from me? Don’t you think that’s a little ridiculous?”

Upon hearing that, Natalie laughed even louder.

“Ridiculous? Do you think what | did is ridiculous? Apparently, you still don’t quite
understand what a crime is.l guess I've overestimated your intelligence, Ms.Rivers.Not
only did you not have morals and principles,

but you also don’t seem to have a brain”

“‘How dare you!”

Lucy stood up, and her eyes glowed with a towering rage.

Natalie secretly rolled her eyes and gestured for her bodyguard, Sigmund, to go over.
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“Yes, Madam?” Sigmund stepped forward.

“‘How can lhelp?”

‘I remember you have a license to practice law, right?” Natalie asked.

“Yes.” Sigmund nodded and responded with a wry smile.

“‘But it’s just a junior attorney’s license.”

“That’s good enough, no worries.Do you think | did wrong when | asked Ms.Rivers to

compensate me since she spread rumors about me?” Natalie asked Sigmund while
pointing at Lucy.




Sigmund nodded.
“All right, madam.”
He walked over and sat about six feet away from Lucy.

With a deadpan expression, he began questioning her as if he was an impartial lawyer,
“Do you think Mrs.Thompson shouldn’t demand compensation from you?”

“Of course.l didn'’t hit her or do anything that hurt her physically.I've only made a few
remarks about her.Why should | compensate her?” Lucy said while shrugging her
shoulders.

Sigmund narrowed his eyes.

“All right.1It’s clear that you, Ms.Rivers, refused to compensate Mrs.Thompson.Now,
listen carefully.It’s a fact that you spread rumors about Mrs. Thompson.Before this,
Ms.Smith had not done anything that offended you, so you're the instigator.Am | right,
Ms.Rivers?”

Lucy opened her mouth but did not know what to say.

‘Do you agree with what | said?”
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Sigmund stared into her eyes and questioned her.

As a bodyguard, Sigmund was already authoritative by nature.He was even more
authoritative when he questioned Lucy like a stern lawyer.

Lucy’s heart skipped a beat when she met his icy gaze.

Initially, she wanted to defend herself but found it hard to continue.

Sigmund did not know if Lucy was intimidated by his words, but he could care less.
Since the woman could not even phrase a proper sentence, Sigmund continued, “Since

you remained silent, | supposed you agree with what I've said, Ms.Rivers? All in all,
Mrs.Thompson is the victim here.You,

as the perpetrator, will be held accountable for all your actions.According to the
country’s law, you could be charged with rumor-mongering.Though it's not a serious
criminal offense, the court could still detain you and make you pay the fines.

‘What?”




Lucy’s expression changed all of a sudden.

“‘Detain? How is that possible? Don'’t you dare lie to me.How can the court detain me
merely because | made a few remarks about her?”

As the conversation between Sigmund and Lucy continued, another bodyguard walked
over and gave

Natalie a glass of water.

She took a sip and said nonchalantly, “Teach Ms.Rivers some law basics, Sigmund.lt
seems like she really needs some help.”

“All right, Mrs. Thompson.”

Sigmund nodded and continued, “Yes, Ms.Rivers.You can be detained for rumor-
mongering, but that’s for severe cases.As for minor cases, you will be verbally
admonished by the court.The court will also order you to pay a fine to cover the victim’s
emotional distress damages.”

Lucy heaved a sigh of relief upon hearing that because she thought what she did was
not a serious offense.

But still, she was unhappy with the fact that she had to pay the fine.

When Lucy felt relieved knowing she would not be detained, Sigmund dropped a
bombshell that caused her to jump out of her skin.He said, “But in your case, Ms.Rivers,
the court will issue a warrant of arrest to detain you for sure.”

Lucy’s eyes widened in disbelief.

“What did you say? I'll be detained?”

“That’s right” Sigmund said affirmatively.

“No! No way!”

Lucy roared emotionally.

Did he say I'll be detained? How is that possible? How could they detain me just
because | uttered a few words? Though Lucy was unwilling to pay the fine, she would
still do it to get out of trouble.

But she would not admit her offense if they threatened to detain her!

“Tell her why she’d be detained, Sigmund”




Natalie said while gently putting her glass of water on the table.
Sigmund nodded and glared at Lucy as if he was not talking to a human.

“What you did wasn’t exactly a serious offense, and by right, a fine should suffice.But
when you were spreading rumors about Mrs.Thompson, the flight had yet to take

off. Many economy-class passengers recorded the video and shared it on the
internet.According to the country’s law, once a defamatory statement hits at least five
hundred likes and shares, the court could issue a warrant of arrest to detain the
offender.Coincidentally, there was an influencer among the economy-class passengers,
and she recorded the video and put it on her social media.That video alone had
received more than five hundred likes and shares”
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To further convince Lucy, Sigmund took out his phone to show her the video the
influencer posted on her Facebook.

“Did you see that, Ms.Rivers? Not only did the influencer record the things you said and
put the video up on social media, but she also included a photo of Mrs.Thompson’s side
profile.You have to pay the price for your action, and so does the influencer.If you still
think I’'m threatening you, feel free to read up information online to verify what I'd said
about the detainment.”

Lucy stared at the screen, and her face turned brick- red.

“I-1 didn’t know someone actually put that up on the internet.”

She really had no idea.

At the same time, she quickly fished out her phone to check if a person would be
detained when his or her defamatory content received more than five hundred likes and

shares on the internet.

Upon reading the results, Lucy was struck dumb.It was as if she had fallen into a deep
crevice of a glacier.

What he said is true! The court could indeed issue a warrant of arrest to detain the
defamatory content

creators when the content received more than five hundred likes and shares on the
internet.

No.l don’'t want to be detained.

Never! Shane will despise me even more if that happens! Lucy’s body trembled.




She glared at Natalie with her bloodshot eyes and pleaded, “Forgive me,
Mrs.Thompson.Please forgive me, will you? | don’t want to be detained.| really don’t
want to be detained.”

Lucy finally got off her high horse and begged for Natalie’s forgiveness between sobs.

After all, no one wanted to be detained, as it would leave a record that would adversely
impact their lives.
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Natalie gave Lucy an icy stare as she did not buy her crocodile tears.She responded
coldly, “I've given you a chance earlier.| told you I'd let it slide as long as you
compensate me.After all, | didn’t want to waste my time.Yet, you failed to cherish the
opportunity I'd given you.Since you refused to accept my offer, | guess it's time for you
to go to the detention center.”

Natalie stood up and was ready to leave.

Upon noticing Natalie was about to leave, Lucy went up and tried to grab her wrist.

“‘Mrs.Thompson!”

But before she could reach Natalie, Sigmund and the other bodyguards got up and
stopped her from approaching.

Natalie looked up at Lucy indifferently.

“I think it's good for you to spend some time in the detention center.Take this
opportunity to brush up on your legal knowledge so that you can avoid making the same
mistake.Good luck, Ms.Rivers.”

Natalie then left in the company of two bodyguards and walked out of the lounge.

The other two bodyguards stayed back and apprehended Lucy.They would send her to
the police station later.

Of course, Lucy refused to go to the police station.She did not want to be sent to the
detention center as well.

When the bodyguards got hold of her, she shrieked, “Let me go! Let me go now!”
The bodyguards ignored her.

Instead of releasing her, they even tightened their grip on her arms.




“Please keep quiet” one of the bodyguards warned her.
His warning fell on deaf ears.

Lucy continued to pull herself away from the men.

“Did you hear what | said just now? | said let me go!”
“Let you go?”

One of the bodyguards let out a cold snort.

‘Do you think we’ll let you go? You've committed a crime and offended
Mrs.Thompson.You asked for it!

Since you have the audacity to defame Mrs.Thompson, | supposed you’re prepared to
go to the detention center.Move!”

He then turned to the other bodyguard and whispered a few words in his ears.
The other bodyguard nodded in acknowledgment.

The two bodyguards then dragged Lucy out of the lounge.

Lucy continued screaming.

She even tried to get the other airport passengers’ attention by accusing the men of
abducting her, hoping they would step in to rescue her.

Though the commotion she caused did arouse the crowd’s curiosity, none of them went
up to rescue her.

They felt something was amiss since none of the airport cops came to her rescue when
she was taken away by two bodyguards.

Hence, ordinary folks like them should not poke their nose into other people’s
businesses.
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The two bodyguards then took Lucy away.

Meanwhile, Natalie sat in the waiting area, enjoying a cup of coffee that her security
guard had bought while watching Lucy being dragged out of the airport.




Suddenly, the security guard standing behind her lowered his head and informed
Natalie, “Mr.Thompson is here, Madam.”

Upon hearing that, she immediately put down her cup of coffee.

“Where is he?”

“He’s just in front.”

The bodyguard pointed in the direction.

Natalie followed his line of sight and saw Shane and Silas walking toward them.
She stood up and waved at him.

“Shane!”

Shane noticed her from afar.

In fact, she had caught his attention the moment he stepped into the airport.lt was not
difficult to spot Natalie from the crowd because of how beautiful she was.

Indeed, Shane was proud of Natalie’s captivating looks.

After all, she was his wife.

But having a wife with such stunning beauty also meant she would for sure turn heads.
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That was why he felt both jealous and helpless at the same time.If only | could keep her
to myself! Shane walked up to her and said, “Sorry to have kept you waiting.”

“No problem.”
Natalie shook her head and passed another cup of coffee to him.

Earlier, she told her bodyguard to buy two cups of coffee because she knew Shane
would be arriving in no time.

Shane picked up the cup and took a sip.

“So how’s the woman?”

“Settled.l got Dave to send her to the police station.The cops will probably detain her for
a few days”




Natalie answered with a grin.

“I've asked Sigmund to take care of that influencer too; she added.
“Great.Come on, let’s go.”

After finishing his coffee, Shane put down the cup and reached out his hand.

A corner of Natalie’s lips quirked up.She stood up and held her husband’s hand.

The moment the gorgeous couple stepped out of the waiting area, they became the
center of attention in the airport.

Some even took out their phones and were ready to snap their photos.

But before they could switch on their cameras, Silas and the other two bodyguards went
up and stopped them.

After stepping out of the airport, Shane and Natalie left in a car and headed to
Thompson villa.

Natalie then told Shane what she had experienced in Baycoast in the last two days.

The man kept mum but paid full attention to everything she said.

He could not help but curl up his lips when he heard how Jonathan and Caitlin had
praised him.

“The new year is around the corner.Shall we invite them to J City for a gathering?”
Shane proposed.

Natalie was surprised to hear that.

Shane nodded his head.
“‘Don’t you like the idea?”
“No, no, no.”

Natalie shook her head.




“Of course, I'd love to bring them over.| just didn’t expect you to make that offer.|
thought you've always hated gatherings?”

“Yes.| hate gatherings, but I’'m making an exception for them.You said they’d treated
you well as if you were their biological daughter.Besides, things wouldn’t have gone so
smoothly for you and the kids had they not taken good care of the three of you.Bringing
them over to J City to celebrate the new year with them is my way of thanking them.”

As a father and a husband, | must thank them in person since they had looked after my
wife and my kids.

Natalie was touched.

Warm tears welled up in her eyes, and she nodded with a smile.

“All right.I'll inform them later.I'll invite Jared too, okay? Let’s celebrate the new year
together.”

“Sure.”
Shane reached out her hand and wiped the tears off Natalie’s cheeks.

Silas, who was driving the car, sneaked a glance at the loving couple through the
rearview mirror.He secretly rolled her eyes.

Argh.Must they display their affection in front of me? | have a girlfriend too, okay?




