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Laura had thought that with her husband’s capabilities, he would surely be able to deal with this matter
with the 20 over men he had randomly picked.

Never in her wildest dreams did she expect her husband to be overpowered by a random person from
the other side.

Meanwhile, Max acted as if he had merely done an ordinary thing. Ignoring Mike and the others, he
directly commanded his men to clear the place of people and other obstacles.

Max’s men went door to door to ask the residents to move away their cars and belongings downstairs.

At first, these people complained a little since they were reluctant to move their stuff away. However,
Max was quick-witted enough. He directly told his men to bring cash with them and gave 1,000 right
away to those who moved their stuff away.

With that, the entire neighborhood sprang into action; the residents scrambled to move away whatever
was placed downstairs.

It took only less than half an hour before the roads in the neighborhood were all cleared up.

At the same time, all the neighborhood’s residents were shocked by the large amount of cash that Max
had given out. Nearly everyone stood by the window and looked at the situation outside in surprise.

“What are these people doing here? They're so liberal with money; they offered every family 1,000 to
move some stuff away!”

“That’s right. There are over 200 residential units in our neighborhood, so they must have spent more
than 200,000 just to move the stuff away!”

“Wow! Do they have to go so far just to clear up the road? Actually, they can get the stuff moved away
by negotiating with the residents!”

“Hehe, you are too shallow-minded. An amount of over 200,000 is just pocket money to the riches!”
Old Mr. Atkinson’s daughter is getting married today, so these men are here to pick up the
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Laura was stunned as she stood by the window and watched the motorcade coming and going
downstairs.

She had thought that Max was here to pick up the bride. After all, he was a real bigwig.
However, who would have expected that Max was here only to clear up the place?

To put it bluntly, Max was like a mere nobody who came ahead of the wedding procession, and those
who would come after him to pick up the bride were the actual bigwigs.

Laura was really on the verge of a breakdown. What kind of person would have a bigwig clear up a
place?

She previously thought that there was no big deal about Ed, who merely knew a wealthy man like Julian.
So what if Julian was rich? Her husband was the local leader of this area. Even if Julian was wealthy, he
wouldn’t be able to crush a local bully!

It wasn’t until now that she realized that Julian wasn’t Ed’s only powerful connection.

Even a big shot like Max could only be here to clear up the place, so what kind of big shots would come
after him to pick up the bride?

At the same time, her heart was filled with regret. If they had approved of Wendy’s marriage with Ed
back then, they would have been able to strike up an acquaintance with these bigwigs!

Her husband would definitely be able to do as he pleased if Max was willing to back them up, not to
mention the other big shots.

Now that things had progressed to this point, she could put these ideas out of her mind for good.
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Wendy felt her eyes watering as she saw the familiar faces of all her neighbors from where she sat in the
car. Her parents didn’t support her marriage with Ed, so she hadn’t even expected to have a wedding
ceremony, let alone one where all her family and close friends were present to congratulate her.

She was surprised to see how grand and sensational the whole wedding ceremony turned out to be.
More importantly, there were loads of people who appeared to congratulate her—the entire
community had appeared to give their blessings, including those that she had never met before. How
grand-scale is this wedding exactly?

However, in reality, the situation wasn’t as simple as Wendy had thought. As a lady got into the car, she
casually questioned the driver, “Hey, do you know where the feast is going to be held in the evening? |
heard that Ed’s parents hired someone to host it in their own house, right? It’s so hot today. | don’t
think it’s suitable to host it in a house, is it?”

Without even turning his head around, the driver replied, “How could they possibly be hosting it at
home? Our boss has already booked the whole Times Hotel for this! The wedding will be held over
there; it’ll be the only event hosted at the Times Hotel today.”



The lady heaved a sigh of relief as she uttered, “That’s great. As long as it isn’t done in a house—look at
this sun! How can anyone tolerate this heat!”

Right then, the man who sat beside the lady wore a look of surprise on his face as he quickly said, “Hold
on, dude. W-What... did you say? Where did you say the feast is going to be hosted?”

The driver

jaw hanging in shock as he

many Times Hotels are there at Eastcliff?

a minute? T-There’s something | forgot to grab. Please wait

that he went to take a plastic bag so that he can use it to take away some dishes later. He has always
been like this.”

mind. After a while, Nicholas returned, panting heavily. Behind him was a woman and two children. The
woman’s eyes widened at the sight of this. “Woah, Nicholas. What are you

kids alone at home. So... | thought I'd bring all of them
found a ride for
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The woman was utterly stunned when she finally understood what Nicholas had intended to do all
along. After a moment of silence, she jumped out of her seat as she said to the driver, “I'm sorry, sir;
please wait for a moment. | left something as well. Don’t leave just yet; I'll be back really soon!” The
woman then ran up the stairs excitedly. “Nicholas, please keep an eye here; don’t let the car leave
without me!” she shouted.

Once she got home, her husband was still lazing around on the couch, watching TV. “Hurry! Get yourself
ready and attend a wedding with me!” the woman urged.

Her husband squinted at her as he asked, “What wedding are you talking about? Didn’t we already
agree that you were gonna go yourself? It’s so rare for me to have a day off; | just want to stay home
and watch TV without going anywhere. Furthermore, aren’t we only giving 200 as the cash gift? 200
won’t be enough if we’re going together, right?”

With a frown, the woman replied, “200? | thought about it; I've decided that we'll be giving 1,000 this
time!”

“Are you mad?” Her husband jumped out of his seat immediately. “1,000? Are you really close to these
people? You only gave 600 when your cousin got married; why would you give 1,000 this time?” he
protested.

“Stop talking nonsense. Go get yourself ready. Also, call the kids. Get them to come home and head over
to the wedding later in the evening,” she ordered.



to stare at her as he said, “l want you to explain everything to me
her temper as she shouted, “Stop asking stupid questions! Do
her husband asked,

Hotel in Eastcliff; have you heard of it? It’s the one that your factory manager used to brag about
whenever he got drunk; the one that

place! After all, most people won’t even get the chance
| wear a suit? | should be a little more formal since it’s a wedding, right? Find me my

more people in their community were starting to get the news, and hype was building up within their
area as everyone began to take action.

Chapter 555
Laura, Andrew, and the rest were upstairs overlooking the whole situation in the community.

“What are these people doing? Why do they all look like they’re rushing to go somewhere?” Andrew
asked curiously.

“l heard that Ed invited every household in the area to attend his wedding,” Laura replied sourly. She
was dissatisfied because her wedding wasn’t as grand as this.

“Ed’s really stingy, isn’t he? | thought he was being generous when he sent cars over to give each family
1,000, but now, he’s just inviting all of them to attend his wedding because he wants them to send more
expensive cash and gifts over, right?

In other words, he’s just throwing some money out with hopes of getting more in return. Furthermore,
he’d also get the glory from having so many people attend his wedding. How shameless of him to do
so!” Andrew exclaimed resentfully.

“I know, right?” Laura nodded in agreement. “A man like him would never do anything that doesn’t end
up being in his own favor! Wendy’s not going to benefit from getting married to a man like him!”
Andrew and his younger brother both nodded in agreement, yet the looks on their faces were bitter as
they did so. They both knew that they were just comforting themselves.

Right as they were ridiculing Ed’s gestures, a neighbor and his child, who lived upstairs, passed by their
house.

car earlier? Why are you bringing

“I just thought I'd bring my kid to

what? It’s just a wedding; hasn’t your kid seen a wedding before? What's there to
referring to the wedding; I'm

has this got to do with

chance to bring my kid in to look around if it weren’t for this event. Since we got such a



in shock as he uttered, “Mr. Zook... did you get it wrong? Did you say that they are hosting the wedding
at

hotel! Today, all nine floors of the Times Hotel will be open

“They booked the entire hotel? H-How could that be possible? W-Who... could
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Brandon was only released after all of the people in the community left. He nearly had a mental
breakdown as he witnessed the entire process of people getting into the wedding convoy and leaving
for the wedding. Like Laura, he simply thought that Julian was just a rich man; he had never expected for
Ed’s friend to make the entire wedding such a huge deal.

Even if they disregarded the wedding convoy that was sent over, just the fact that he had booked the
entire Times Hotel made it clear that he wasn’t your average Joe. Anyone would be able to tell that Ed’s
friend was a bigshot in the whole of Eastcliff. Yet, they had offended a man of such status—Brandon felt
like crying everytime he thought about it. This could’ve been his ultimate chance to find success easily,
yet he ruined it all for himself. Anyone in his position wouldn’t be able to accept it.

He no longer had the energy to start a fight once he got home; he simply slumped onto the sofa with a
gloomy expression. Laura and her siblings sat around him, each of them sighing frustratedly. They had
utterly ruined everything this time.

Andrew, who stood beside them, sighed and mumbled, “If only we had supported Wendy and Ed’s
marriage! Dad, do you think they’d let us enter if we go to Times Hotel right now?”

Although Brandon didn’t say anything, he had the same thought in his mind. However, he eventually

gave up on this idea. Everyone else in our community has already left for the wedding; how could we
shamelessly head over to Times Hotel right now? If they kick us out of the wedding, we’d probably be
too ashamed to even continue living in this area.

room, his body covered in blood as he immediately pointed toward Laura. “Are you f*ckers sick in the
head? W-Why

on her face, Laura quietly uttered,

must’ve looked down on them; you thought that they were no big deals, right? A dumb woman like you
will be poor for the rest of your life. Forget it. Every word | say to you right now is just a

once she got married to Mike. Being with him allowed her to stay home and enjoy her life while he went
out

extremely satisfied with her marriage, and she often bragged about her husband in front of her friends.
If they actually got a divorce, she’d be left with nothing. The same applied to Brandon as well—he had
lost his job, so what would he do if he lost the son-in-law that he



do this? This is just a minor setback you guys have encountered; you guys can talk it out, and it’ll all be
fine. Why do you want to get a divorce? This isn’t entirely Laura’s fault either. Why don’t you guys talk
things out once you
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Meanwhile, the wedding hosted at the Times Hotel had just ended with a blast. This time, it wasn’t just
Wendy’s neighbors from her community that had attended the wedding; even the people from Ed’s
village all showed up. Matthew didn’t accept any of their gifts or cash offerings for the wedding.

This wedding was no longer about the money; after all, how could they even put a price on all the
wedding convoy and the booking fees for the whole Times Hotel? Matthew and Julian simply wanted to
thank Ed for the kindness he showed them in the past.

Of course, Wendy and Ed’s neighbors were extremely pleased by the whole situation. They had actually

discussed the matter as they were on the way to the hotel—they all agreed that they’d be willing to pay
up to 10,000 just to enter Times Hotel. This place wasn’t somewhere that you’d be able to enter any day
even with 10,000 in your pocket; that was why they were all willing to offer such great amounts.

They were naturally overjoyed when they heard that he refused to take any wedding offerings. Since
they were all working-class people, a few thousand meant quite

Ed’s parents were especially proud during the wedding. Throughout the night, there were people who
still rushed to enter the hotel even halfway through the dinner. Some of these were distant relatives of
either Ed or Wendy. They hadn’t planned on attending initially, but once the word spread that the
wedding was to be hosted in Times Hotel, all of them rushed over immediately.

They, too, hadn’t planned on attending Ed’s wedding, but they couldn’t stop themselves from going
after they heard that the wedding was hosted in Times Hotel. They had never gotten the chance to
enter before this, after all. More importantly,

their mouths open in surprise after the majestic wedding ended. The wedding wasn’t just an extremely
luxurious one; they also had a good number

to be, they were still stunned to witness the entire wedding happening before their eyes. How much
power do Matthew and Julian have? How could it be possible for them to host a wedding of this scale?
This isn’t something that can be done with just money; how many connections and people do they

voice, he announced, “From now on, Ed will be the managing director of Cunningham Group’s Wellness
Herbary. Three months from now, | will quit my position
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The uneasiness was evident on Wendy’s face. “D-Don’t do this, Julian. You’ve invested so much of your
time and effort into Cunningham Group Wellness Herbary, and its business is expanding so well right
now; you can’t do this! We’d be thankful if you just offered Ed a job there.



I’'m sure you’re well-aware of his situation; if he could have a simple job that could provide him with the
money to care for our family, that would be enough. W-We can’t drag the company’s progress down...”

Julian and Matthew exchanged glances and smiled as they both thought, This girl, Wendy, seems like a
pretty decent girl. She’s kind, pure, and not the slightest bit greedy; how rare it is to be able to find a
woman with such qualities!

Everyone else, conversely, stared at Wendy like she was an idiot. Why would she reject such a great
opportunity? But what the majority of the people couldn’t comprehend was this—Julian had worked so
hard to get the Wellness Herbary to the peak of its performance; anyone who heard his name would
identify him as the king of herbs in Eastcliff. The company’s income was high and business was good, so
why would Julian want to hand his position as the CEO over right now? Could he bear to just let go of
such a huge company?

With a laugh, Julian replied, “Don’t worry about Ed’s illness; he’ll be healed soon. Furthermore, I'll have
other things to focus on in the upcoming days, and I’'m afraid | won’t be able to cope with all the things
going on at the Wellness Herbary.

before Ed returned, I'd already had plans to let go of the company in three months’ time; the difference
is just who I’'m handing the company to.

company soon, President Davis? Can | invest
you asking to invest in my company when you don’t even know what sort of business I’'m planning to

with him as he replied, “I'll definitely support and invest in anything that you do in the future, President
Davis. I'm not investing in your projects; I'm investing in you as

of nods and murmurs of agreement coming from the crowd. Everyone had witnessed Julian’s
capabilities with their own eyes; they also recognized how popular he was through the wedding they
attended today. A man like him would definitely succeed regardless of the sort of

people in the crowd began to voice out their wishes of investing in the new company. With a faint nod,
Julian uttered, “Alright. | want to thank all of you for your support. All of you are welcome to come over
and visit once my new project is more stable. You guys
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Both Julian and Matthew went into a private room after Julian got off the stage. Ed and Wendy followed
them into the room soon after. Ed was clearly panicking when he confronted them. “Julian, w-what are
you guys doing?

| really can’t do this; I-I've never handled a company. Why would you switch careers when your Wellness
Herbary is doing so well? I-If it's because of me... | won’t allow that. We're brothers, and | feel truly

'Il

thankful for all your help, but | can’t ask you to do so much for me

Julian chuckled as he said, “You don’t have to say this to me, Ed. I'm just working for my investor! The
investor’s right here; you can talk to him instead.” Julian pointed toward Matthew.



With a faintly annoyed look on his face, Matthew then uttered, “Stop fooling around. Don't listen to
him, Ed. The Wellness Herbary belongs to Cunningham Pharmaceuticals, which belongs to my wife. I'm
handing it over to you because | trust you. Next, Julian and | are going to start a new company to focus
on new projects.

Both Julian and Tiger will be leaving the company. You can take a few months to get used to the general
flow of the company’s working styles, and Julian and Tiger will be able to hand it all over to you once
you’re comfortable with it. They’ll then focus on their new project.”

Ed seemed to only understand the situation then. “Are you... for real?”

of money into the new project, so it’ll be a business that belongs to all three of us. We'll all be
shareholders of

according to what you say, then | guess I've leveled-up into becoming a capitalist myself,
That’s amazing!” Ed was overjoyed by
this year, perhaps you can come out and start another new project with us. You

the other hand, Wendy felt herself getting emotional as she saw how great her husband’s relationship
was with his friends. She was extremely proud! All of a sudden, Matthew said,

factory; | d-don’t need to work somewhere else...” She had actually had a pretty rough and tiring time
working at the textile factory for the past few years, but she was a simple woman who was easily
satisfied, and

hands up as he exclaimed, “What do you mean? You're our best friend’s wife; how could we have you
working at a textile

little as she spoke, “But... I-l don’t know how to do anything else. I'm
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Laura scooted over to where Wendy stood as she whispered, “I’'m sorry, Wendy. I-I shouldn’t have
stopped you from getting married to Ed. I’'m here to apologize. Ed, you... you aren’t angry at me, are
you?”

Ed lowered his head without saying anything. Wendy, on the other hand, wore a crossed expression on
her face as she said, “You don’t have to apologize to me. I'll never forgive you for what you’ve done!”

This got Laura anxious as she quickly replied, “H-How could you be so heartless, Wendy? I’'m your elder
sister!”

“Oh, so you know that you’re my elder sister? Yet you forced me to marry some dumba*s just for the
sake of your own benefits! Have you ever treated me as your own younger sister?” Wendy cried angrily.
She then turned to look at Brandon as she continued shouting, “Didn’t you wish for me to die?



| already died once when | fell from the building. We’ve already given you the betrothal gift of one
million that you’ve asked for. | hope you'’ll never disrupt our lives from now onward!” With that, Wendy
held onto Ed’s arm and pulled him along as she stormed off.

Brandon and the rest were about to go after her, but they were stopped by the men around them. Max
stood beside them as he pointed at Brandon and said, “I want you gone now, you old b*stard. I'll be
working with Ed from today onward, and I'll make sure to break all your legs if you ever appear in front
of him again! Throw them out of the place!” With a wave of his hand, Max’s men immediately dragged
Brandon and the rest out of the hotel. Max himself then hurried after Ed.

of the first batches of people

relatives as if they were his own. Furthermore, Matthew also took note of how Max seemed like a
hardworking man that could get the job done,

like Matthew and Julian. Although Max was a local bully, his family background
he could stick around people like Matthew and Julian, he might be able to find a chance to achieve
while Max and his men stayed back to help out. Ed and Wendy

Max had already arranged for the kitchen to prepare a few dishes for the newly-wedded couple—they
had been busy greeting and drinking with everyone throughout the evening and hadn’t gotten a chance
to eat dinner at all. Both of them were tired and hungry right then, so

Times Hotel, where they enjoyed the most delicious meal they had ever eaten in their lives. Max stood
beside them as he reported the incidents of the day. “Ed, |



