e other end ofthe phone She quickly a
iadna, where are you?"

,Ov’er the last few days, she, along with Marco’s me
had been tirelessly searching for Ariadna. Despite their
efforts, they hadn't been able to find her. Aria had
assured them she was safe. Busy with work and
preparing for her wedding, Loraine then forgot about
the search.

Now, with Ariadna's call, Loraine sensed that
something was off. The Cruz family, Solar Company,
and Universe Group had all been looking for Ariadna.
And here was Ariadna, contacting her? How was
Ariadna managing all this on her own?

She must have had help from someone!

Loraine felt uneasy. Was the person helping Ariadna a
friend or an enemy?

| And to her, Ariadna seemed just like a little girl. Who
- would assist a kid in hiding and running awa




raine compose, ,
to persuade Ariadna to d‘

g, "Lorrie, do you know why | like you so much? i
"Why?" Loraine genuinely wanted to know.

“When | was a child, | lost my mother so early that |
barely remember her. My dad was wonderful, but he
was always busy and seldom around. Tillie was the
one who was always there..."

After a brief pause, Ariadna continued, "But | felt like |
was just another responsibility to her. Lorrie, you're the
only one who treats me nice and looks after me."

Loraine's heart melted. She said softly, "I understand
your feelings.”

She glanced at Wesley with a pleading smile.
Understanding her signal, he stood up and left the room.

"Ariadna... Like you, | missed out on maternal affection
in my youth, but my family cherished me greatly. |
later met many friends who became like family. If you
want, they can be your friends too. Do you still recall
Jennie? | have mentioned her before. She's in Zodiac
right now. |'ve been wanting to introduce you two for

| come get you, alright?"

adna was quiet for a momen th




Just after Loraine ended the call, she received i
message from Jennie. It read, ‘Lorrie, are you and
Marco free? Want to hang out? Jimmie and | have
booked a private room and are waiting for you!"

Loraine pondered for a moment and then accepted.
She had wrapped up all her work at the company for
the day and had no other plans. Moreover, it had been
a long time since she last saw Jennie.

After informing Rowan and Wesley, she and Marco
headed to the location Jennie had provided.

In the private room, Jimmie and Jennie were deep in
conversation. As soon as Loraine opened the door,
Jennie quickly pushed Jimmie aside, ran over to
Loraine, and embraced her tightly, saying, “Lorrie, |
miss you so much!"

Loraine looked at her and said with a smile, "It seenr Sl
you're too busy to spend time with me, but you :
- find time for your boyfriend."

i)y
~

Jennie gave a cough of emb;apcas:é‘;
‘aside, and begantovent. H‘
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Loraine right now.

Jimmie tapped his nose awkwardly and said witl
smile, "Well, | have a surprise for you."

Right after he finished talking, the door swung open.
Slater strolled in, settled between them, uncorked a
bottle of wine, and took a sip. Then, he shot Marco a
glare.

"You jerk! Are we friends or what? Why didn't you tell
me about your engagement?’

Marco raised his eyebrows in surprise upon seeing
Slater here.

Jimmie intervened, "Marco's been really busy lately,
and they've only just set the date...”

Slater scoffed, still dissatisfied with the explan
Marco chuckled and asked, "What brings you he
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presence of Slater's girlfriend surprised everyone
In the room. Loraine and Jennie looked at the
newcomer with curiosity.

The woman was dressed simply yet elegantly,
appearing quite charming. She scanned the room with
wide, sparkling eyes, appearing slightly timid. She
fidgeted with her fingertips nervously. Upon locking
eyes with Loraine, she quickly lowered her head,
resembling a scared deer.

With a raised eyebrow, Jennie whispered just loud
enough for Loraine to hear, "She seems a bit
pretentious.”

Loraine gave her a look, signaling her to keep her
thoughts to herself.

Slater took the woman's hand and positioned her

- behind him, lifting his chin with pride as he introduced
.~ her, "This is Trudy Murray. She's really kind. Try not to
frighten her, especially you, Marco!"

: 2 TR
Marco simply looked at him and remained },-" (ol
il b st

il




té Is this her?"

Slater's expression darkened instantly. He glared at
Jimmie, gritted his teeth, and said, "Jimmie, don't bring
that up again, or | won't speak to you! Anyway, Trudy is
my girlfriend now!"

Jimmie merely shrugged and returned to his drink.

Tension filled the private room all of a sudden. Trudy
seemed to sense it too. She retreated behind Slater
and started crying softly.

Loraine and Jennie shared puzzled looks, confused by
Trudy's behavior.

Given that Slater was a close friend of both Marco and
Jimmie, and they were all together, Loraine and Jennie
wanted to lift Trudy's spirits.

They invited Trudy to join them.

l: Noticing Trudy's anxiety and shaking, Loraine asked,
- "Would you like a cocktail?" .




,.Jénme with a stern look, and sald sharply, "W
are you being so mean? Do you think everyone is as
'tough as you?"

Caught off guard, Jennie pointed to herself and felt
irfitation. She slammed her glass down on the table
and hissed, "I'm tough? Slater, it seems like you're the
one causing trouble today. You're being completely
unreasonable!”

Slater was furious. "You're the one being unreasonable!
You..."

Marco and Jimmie exchanged glances, both frowning.
Jimmie then stepped up to intervene, rubbing his
temple as he asked, "Why are you fighting here? Isn't
this unnecessary?"

Meanwhile, Marco stood next to Loraine, turned to
Slater, and asked, "What's going on?"

Loraine didn't know whether to laugh or cry
situation. -




s about to explode in anger when he noti G di

immie giving him a cold look. Jimmie then followed )
Jennie out.

Slater said angrily, "Jimmie, we've been friends for
years, and you choose her over me?"

He looked expectantly at Marco, hoping for his
support. However, Marco simply turned to Loraine and
whispered, | trust you."

Loraine felt a warmth spread through her heart at his
words. She smiled softly and said, "Should we go then?"

Marco nodded, and they left together.

Slater's eyes widened with fury. He angrily kicked the
sofa and said, "Fine! You're all getting on my nerves!
Maybe | shouldn't have thought of you as my friends!"

Next to him, Trudy wrapped her arms around his
shoulders and said pitifully, "Slater, don't be mad. They
clearly don't care about you. Don't let them get to you."

Qutside the bar, Loraine reflected on the eve

events and still found them absurd, j e
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their divorce, Keely feigned injury and falsely accu
Loraine.

| Trudy brought back memories of Keely.

He squeezed Loraine's hand and said reassuringly,
‘Don't worry. I'll have someone look into Trudy."




Loraine didn't take Trudy seriously, b

returning home, she was bombarded with mes
5m Jennie.

Jennie had planned to have a good get-together with
her today, but now, the plan had not only been ruined,
but she and Slater also had a quarrel. Given her
temperament, she naturally couldn't tolerate such a
disappointment. She had never minced words even
when speaking to Loraine, and this time was no
different. She made it clear just how angry and
displeased she was.

Knowing how upset Jennie was, Loraine responded
with sympathy and patiently comforted her. But just
then, she got a new friend request.

Loraine clicked on it and found that it was from
Ariadna.

She thought for a moment before accepting it.

Ariadna then sent her a message, explaining th




Ariadna responded with a polite greeting to the
‘two while Jennie replied kindly and continued to ve

“What a dumb ass that man is! | really don't know ho
Jimmie has managed to be friends with him for so
many years. Lorrie, do you think he's got a screw loose
in his head? He claimed I'm tough, but | think he's
clueless! Out of all three of them, he's the most
incompetent one, yet he has the guts to judge me!
Really, I'm done putting up with him."

Ariadna was shocked by Jennie's anger, and she
couldn't help but privately ask Loraine what was going
on. Loraine went ahead to explain everything to her,
and Ariadna immediately concurred with Jennie and
tried to comfort her.

Jennie had heard Loraine talk about Ariadna before.
Seeing her act so well-behaved and understanding, in
contrast to Trudy, she became a lot more comfortable
with her.

"Ariadna, you're such a lovely lady,"
"When we eventually meet in person,
Love ya!"




instantly came to her mind, and she gasped in shock.

She never expected that Slater would know Marco and
Loraine, and she never expected that he would be said
to be such a person!

And... he even had a girlfriend already?

Ariadna just didn't know what to think or feel. After a
long while, she replied to Jennie with an "Okay", and
then turned to her contact list to search for someone.
When she found the contact she was looking for, she
hesitated for a while before sending a message: "Hello,
can you help me get Slater Lee's contact information?"

Without any questions, the person on the other end
quickly replied by sending a phone number.

Ariadna trusted her source, so she had no doubt
this number was Slater's. A
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down by explaining, 'l didn't m
-Ijust couldn't get out at the time."

that Clifford had sent to Slater, she didn't know th_ ‘
this explanation was useless to him.

‘Do whatever you like," he sneered. "It has nothing to
do with me anymore If you have nothing else to say
I'll hang up right now."

Ariadna was not very eloquent or self-confident, so
Slater's tone only made her anxious. In her panic, she
blurted out without thinking, "I'm pregnant with your
child!”

For a moment, there was complete silence on the
other end of the line.

"If you're in Zodiac, can you come see me'?” Anadna
asked.

Meanwhile, on the other side, Slater
.~open in shock. It took a moment be: re|




knocked up by some guy, and now you want me
take the fall? For crying out loud, I'm not a fooll"

"In fact, | really regret saving you back then!" he added
in anger.

Then he hung up. But he still didn't feel satisfied, so he
blocked her.

Tears were rolling down Ariadna's face, but she didn't
give up. She tried to call him back, but she found that
she had been blocked.

She became very emotional, and began to experience
a shortness of breath. Before long, she fainted. The
last words she heard as she passed out were those of
the nearby nurse exclaiming, "Oh my God! She's about
to give birth!"




