ecent efforts to win Keniji's favor.

P~

She couldn't afford to disappoint Marco, nor could she
allow any mistakes.

When she was lost in thought, Marco approached and
whispered, "I'll leave you alone with Mr. Glyn for your
conversation. Reach out if you need anything."

Loraine nodded. As she watched him depart, she took
a deep breath, donned a flawless smile, then turned to
Kenji and engaged him, naturally steering the
conversation towards collaboration.

During their discussion on the amusement park
project, Kenji showed interest. He clicked his tongue
and remarked, 'I'm quite optimistic about this project's
future, but..."

- Kenji sighed and glanced in a direction. Following his
- gaze, Loraine spotted members of the Wilson famlly
: gconversmg happily with other businessmen. »




henever a capable employee . :
. they'd poach them away... | fear they might
poach the entire company from me one day!"

" His tone softened as he looked at Loraine. “But you,
Ms. Torres, are known for honesty and integrity. | am

~ seeking a more harmonious partnership, like with

Universe Group."

Feeling Kenji's sincere desire for cooperation, Loraine
breathed a sigh of relief and was pleasantly surprised.

Regarding Kenji's glance at the Wilson family
members, Loraine didn't dwell on it. She saw it as a
case in point, especially since their behavior did match
Kenji's mention.

Quickly, she assured him, "You can trust us. Universe
Group believes in win-win cooperation. The
amusement park project is a prime example of
mutual benefit between Universe Group and Solar
Company.’

Kenji nodded, evidently briefed by Marco on these
matters, now feeling somewhat enticed.

rpromising but making reasoned a
data. i




“adding, "He spoke hughly of you to'r
itie | was skeptical... but speaking with y u
' nfirmed he wasn't exaggerating!"

As they prepared to delve deeper into their
collaboration, the microphone suddenly echoed across
the banquet hall.

On stage, Francis appeared. He greeted the guests
cordially, halting their conversation.

Holding a wine glass, Loraine gazed at Francis, a
slight unease creeping over her.

Suddenly, Francis announced significant news,
confirming her unease.

"I've gathered you all here today not just to convey my
appreciation to the friends of the Wilson family, but
also to share some good news concerning the Wilson

family."




audience.

Loraine's expression darkened. Neither she nor Marco
had anticipated that the Wilson family would act as
shamelessly as the Cruz family and compel her to
return to them.

Suddenly, she recalled Kenji's recent words. She turned
sharply to face him and declared firmly, "Mr. Glyn, |
won't return to the Wilson family. They will not have
any association with the Universe Group!"

But Kenji's expression was grim. He glared at her
briefly before stating coldly, "Ms. Torres, | believe we
should stop discussing our collaboration.”




bt she didn'twant to.
d Marco had worked hard

I S it |
believed Kenji's concerns about cooperating
med from his bias against wealthy and influential
families. This led him to refuse collaboration upon
discovering she was a member of the Wilson family.
She promptly clarified, ‘Mr. Glyn, | intend to
collaborate with you as the CEO of the Universe Group,
not as a member of the Wilson family. My previous

statements remain unchanged.”

Kenji fell silent when he heard that. Had he not had a
pleasant conversation with Loraine earlier, he would
have left immediately upon discovering her true
identity.

However, when he witnessed Loraine's sincerity, he
took a deep breath and said, "Ms. Torres, | don't want
to take the risk. Honestly, the company that
collaborated with me and ultimately poached my
employees was Francis's company— the Star Group.
It's difficult for me to accept the fact that Francis is
your uncle. | hope you understand my concern, Ms.
Torres.” ‘

| mprehended Kenji's concerns.
a takeover of Willtech. Giv

goe,vhen she abj




Yet, after learning Loraine's identity, individuals
seeking favor with the Wilson family began tc ‘;_.
'approach her, and Kenji used the opportunity to leave.

Loraine felt helpless as she watched the collaboration
slip away from her control. Her resentment toward the
Wilson family intensified. Francis's behavior of "
revealing her identity without consulting her first
deeply irked her.

She didn't expect him to use such a despicable
method to force her to compromise after being silent
all this while.

Though silently annoyed, Loraine refrained from
showing coldness to the individuals who approached
her. After all, they were all potential partners of the
Universe Group. And she didn't want to give the
impression of rudeness to others, since she was now
representing the Wilson family.

Loraine suppressed her anger and addressed everyc n

hat she was alone, without Marco ac g
7?: d they persuaded her to haveva _d"




he asked, casting a quizzrca lot

- o

Yespite his frustration with Marco and his friends from
past events, Slater detested seeing a woman being
picked on, especially Loraine, who held a special place
in Marco's heart.

Trudy's eyes darted. She lowered her head, not daring
to admit that she enjoyed watching Loraine being
targeted.

Now she finally got a chance to execute the plan she
had discussed with Kaley in the bar the other day and
didn't want to miss it.

After a moment's thought, Trudy looked up and smiled.
‘| don't think it's appropriate for you to stand up for her
during such an occasion. What if others misunderstand
you? You better find your friend first. Isn't he Loraine's
boyfriend? Let me help her."

Although Slater didn't think it was mappropnate he i

Trudy was right.

He nodded and looked at Trudy worriedly. "
sure you can help her? And you had a spat
last time. . Al




-illf

ppened last time!"

Then, he cautioned Trudy to be cautious, turned arounc
and hurried off to find Marco and Jimmie.

left. | ;:

She crossed her arms over her chest and coldly
watched the crowd for a while.

The situation was within Loraine's control. The
challenge stemmed from the multitude of people
eager to share a drink with her, making it difficult for
her to decline their offers.

Trudy looked down at her phone and exchanged

messages with Kaley. Then she glanced around at the
crowd and winked at a man. She deftly maneuvered
through the crowd and made her way to Loraine. With
concern, she asked, "Are you okay, Loraine?’ i

Loraine was surprised to see Trudy. Just as s /
about to ask what Trudy was domg here “ T
abruptly approached her and yelled, Ms,,JW c
don't you join me for a drink? Are you |joltdlél ]

7/ ”







