he storm had finally passed and peace had

Since Aldo had appointed Loraine as the presiden _
Universe Group, she and Cayson attended the
shareholders’ meeting together. :

The conference room was filled with shareholders and
senior executives of the group.

Cayson pushed Loraine to the front and introduced
her. "Everyone, here's Loraine Torres. She is now the
joint president of Universe Group. She will preside
over today's meeting."

There were a few applauses from the people present.
It was quite obvious that the welcome was not a

sincere one.

Some of the people who were present at this meeting
were those who had been in the company for r
~ than ten years. They were naturally not happy




- "I don't think so. Miss Torres only worked on pro
design in the past and doesn't have much experie

director of a department, it's better for her to be
promoted slowly from her current position."

"Yes, Miss Torres is still young. She should focus on
her own work and earn steady promotion,” another
person reechoed.

Soon, the meeting room was filled with all sorts of
doubts being expressed about Loraine's abilities.

Loraine glanced at them and said nothing. She knew
what they were thinking. ‘

They just wanted to prevent her, the heir, from taking
control of the company and dividing their intere B




~ Others immediately concurred.

"You built up the company? Let's talk about what
you've done for the company." Loraine sneered.

Then she began to list out all the problems of various
departments in the company.

She talked about the engineering equipment, building
materials, interior decoration, furniture, real estate
development, road construction, and mineral

resources trade...

With every word Loraine said, the expressions of all
the shareholders and executives present changed

more and more.

They were all shocked. Though Loraine was only the |
-~ director of the architectural design department,
understanding of the whole company was be
~everyone's imagination. o




, “and beautlful female heir anymore.

I

~ When Loraine finished speaking, the whole room was

in absolute silence. She was very satisfied with the
effect of her well planned strike.

But Faustino Tice, the director of the research and
development department, was still not convinced and
muttered in a low voice, "Who knows where all of this
information came from? | doubt she investigated any
of it by herself."

In the silence, his voice was easily heard. Clearly, he
had said it deliberately so everyone would hear.

In response, Loraine asked him, "Mr. Tice, | happen to
have some questions for you. What is the reason for
- your department taking so much money- rom
~ company every year? Yet, we are ou

- Group every year in research an




Looking at Faustino's arrogant and pompous fa
Loraine frowned in displeasure.

As a matter of fact, Faustino was actually close to her j
family. :

Due to his friendship with her late father, he was very
domineering in the company.

Considering the complicated internal affairs of the
company, Aldo gave Faustino all the powers and
privileges he wanted to ensure the proper
management of the group.

Therefore, Faustino became more and more

presumptuous. He even looked down on the CEO,
Cayson. He thought that Cayson was just an outsider
~ and had no right to control him. 3

But Loraine was determined not to tolera
of rubbish. i




tell Aldo to put you in youf place!"

Faustino was so angry that his beard was vibra
Immediately, he placed a call to Aldo and reported th
current situation to him.

But when he finished speaking, he was surprised to
hear Aldo sounding very happy. "What's wrong? Lorrie
did a good job, didn't she?"

Faustino was dumbfounded.

‘Mr. Torres, I've been working for our company for
many years! Loraine only recently began to work here,
but she is so arrogant and even wants to fire me! I'm
an experienced employee in the company. How can
this be allowed to happen?”

But Aldo only responded in an indifferent voice, "L
is the heir | selected to run the company, a




Without support from Aldo, Faustino had no choi
but to change his attitude and looked at Loraine i
fawning manner.

;1

"Miss Torres, it's true that | haven't done well in the i
past. Il devote myself wholeheartedly to the
company in the future and lead the research and
development department to greater heights!"

Faustino thought he could fool her by using sweet
words and bogus promises as usual.

But unfortunately for him, Loraine was not interested
in giving him another chance.

"ou don't have a future in Universe Group. Pack up
and leave now.’

"Loraine Torres! I've been working in Universe Group
for so many years. How can you drive me away just -




.

wanted to show you some mercy. But you're insatia
and wants to continue taking advantage of
company. You can't blame me for being merciless
you! Did you really think | couldn't find out how much
money youve embezzled from Universe Group all
these years?"

Faustino's face turned pale as he looked at the
documents. He quickly tried to defend himself. "|
didn't! Miss Torres, please let me explain. I..."

But Loraine raised her hand to stop him. "You can
explain it to the police."

"What? You even called the police?" Faustino was so
shocked and scared that he staggered and fell on theﬁ
floor.




After the meeting, Cayson went over to m" ot
private.

‘Lorrie, are you okay? Did you get hurt in th
accident?" he asked anxiously.

Loraine shook her head. "No, Cayson. Don't worry, |
not hurt. Don't tell my family anything about this.
don't want them to worry about me."

‘Okay, | won't," Cayson promised. "By the way, what
you asked to be arranged has been settled. | promise
that we won't let Marina and Keely get away with it."

‘Thank you, Cayson," Loraine said sincerely.

But Cayson felt disappointed. What he wanted from
her was not gratitude. What he wanted was to dev
a much closer relationship with her.

 "You don't have to thank me.




- She looked at the screen and saw tt
-~ from Jennie.

She quickly signed for Cayson to stay silen
she tapped answer.

‘Lorrie! Have you seen the trending topic today? |
nice to see that Marina has gotten herself arrest

Jennie sounded so happy and ecstatic at the other
end of the line.

Apparently, Marco had not covered up for his sister,
so there was no need for Lorraine to deal with her
anymore.

‘Good. She deserves it. She has done so many bad
things. It's only fair that she pays for it," Lorraine said,
nodding in satisfaction.

arrested together!” Jennie
~ disappointment in her voic




But she never failed to keep abreast of the new
home.

When she saw the trending news online, sk
immediately realized that Marina's plan had failed.

‘That idiot! How could she fail? | arranged everything!
Loraine's whereabouts and the people who would
deal with her were all provided. After all | did, how did
she manage to screw up everything?"

Keely was so angry that she vented her anger on
anything around her. She didn't become calm until she
smashed everything in sight.

All her plans had been ruined! What was left to be







‘ e Keely couldn't get in touch with th

had done the job for her, it was a sign of imp:
doom. As a result, she was unable to enjoy hers
the party which was being held by her acquaintz
studying abroad.

It didn't take long before those at the party noti
that there was something wrong with Keely, and they
became very concerned about her. |

'Are you alright, Keely?"

‘| don't think there's anything wrong with her. She's
probably just missing Marco!"

Someone joked about the relationship between Keely
and Marco, and everyone burst into laughter.

Apparently, the news that had Keely so worried had
not yet gotten abroad. ’

Group. As a result, she co
attention that came with i




She was very happy to see the contemptuous Iook n
their faces as she talked about Loraine.

All of a sudden, there was the sound of police sirens
outside.

At first, Keely didn't take it seriously until the police
entered the venue of the party and shouted at the
crowd, "Who here is Keely Haywood?"

All eyes immediately turned to Keely, making it ve‘ry"-
easy for the police to see where she was in an instant.




out of her wits, and in a last gasp attempt at decl
her innocence, she shouted, 'No, | didn't do it!
bitch, Loraine, must be the one framing me!"

The policeman's eyes narrowed and he said, "We
haven't even told you anything about the accuser or
the victim yet. How did you know it has something to
do with Loraine Torres?"

l... Well, I..." Keely stuttered helplessly. "She has a
grudge against me. Loraine hates me very much. If
anyone is framing me for murder by contract, it has to

be her!"

The policeman looked at her coldly and said, "Marco
Bryant provided us with the relevant evidence
accused you of contractmg a killer to murder




her in the future.

"Really? She wanted to kill Loraine?"

‘Oh my God! You can't judge a person by
appearance or their words!"

‘Wait a minute. The police said that it was Marco who
provided the evidence. In other words, Keely has been
lying to us all this while. Marco doesn't love her at alll* -

Hearing people in the crowd talking about her in this
manner, Keely couldn't help but hang her head in
shame as she was handcuffed by the police and taken

away.

But the moment they stepped out of the venue,-a'_
group of journalists appeared all of a sudden and |
began taking photos of Keely. e




i dlscuss ways to stablhze the sntuatlon

At the meeting, amidst the doubts and ques
the faces of the stockholders, Marco set ¢
proposal which he termed A Complete Reorganiz
of Bryant Group.

According to his proposal, in the next year, Bryant"iff
Group would work heavily on the upgrading of existing
technology and the development of new ones. Once it
succeeded, the group would be several steps ahead
of other companies in the industry and the potential
benefits of this were beyond imagination.

It was a proposal with sound data, clear planning and
reliable analyses. At the end, what convinced all the
shareholders was the enormous estimated profit.

After the meeting, Marco was the first to leave the
conference room.




AR billions of dollars but his tamily pushéd
divorce her."

Marco had since gone far out of earshot, so he ha il
not the least idea what was being said about him. =

At the moment, he was listening to a report from Carl.

"Mr. Bryant, your family has been calling. Your mother
was crying on the phone and begging for you to save
your sister. Otherwise, she would kill herself." Carl
cleared his throat. "Also, the Haywood family called“
and pleaded that you should let Keely Haywood go
What do you want us to do about them?'




