fou're free to gift the building to anyone. The b Id
- now belongs to you since I've already handed it o
~ to you."

But Loraine didn't want to take advantage of him. "No,
no, no. | can't take the building. We can afford to buy
an apartment ourselves."

Then she turned to Allen and said, "Allen, I've chosen
a suitable apartment for you according to your
requirements. If you believe in me, you can buy it

right now."

"Okay, Il buy the one you chose.” Allen nodded in
agreement.

"Good," Loraine said with a smile and quickly called in
the manager before Marco could react.

. She told the manager which apartment she wanted
~ and gave him her bank card.

red his throat and
Marco was ste




"Miss Torres, please hold on a bit. I'll prepare the
contract for you right away," the manager said and

hurried out of the room, glad to have gotten out of the
dilemma.

Allen, on the other hand, was in a daze.
He could not understand what was going on.

Didn't Marco plan to gift a building to Loraine just now?
Why did Loraine refuse and pay for it instead?

Allen was completely lost and confused.

. Meanwhile, Marco was very far from happy. Allen
'd,spend Loraine's money at ease, which made

|




known each other since five years ago when th Yy
~ studied abroad. Had she known him even before that? 1

Marco was full of questions and doubts, but before he-
could ask, the manager came back with the contract.

"Miss Torres, this is your contract. Please sign it," the
manager said, his hands shaking as he handed her the
papers. The murderous look Marco fixed on him the
moment he walked in frightened him to bits.

He was wondering how he had offended the CEO
again.

Meanwhile, Loraine took the contract and looked
through it. Then she asked Allen to sign it.

Now knowing that Allen was the owner of the
~ apartment, the manager began to inform him of ! e
| .special features of the apartment.




chnology is the most advanced right now in
~Wworld. Who's in charge of your research
~ development department?"

" The manager looked at Marco proudly and said to |
Allen, "All these are the new changes made under the
able leadership of our CEQ, Mr. Bryant. You can ask
him if you want to know more."

All of a sudden, Allen began to look at Marco in a
different way, as if he had finally met someone like
himself. He shook Marco's hand heartily and beamed

at him.

"Mr. Bryant, your company's technology is awesome!
| love it very much,” Allen said, his eyes lit up in joy.

Loraine began to fear that her new director of
research and development would be poac :3"5 y
Marco, so she rushed up to Allen and quickly pull

- him away.

jou've bought the

) see In rdt




~ for free just to show you how kind he is."

‘But Allen disagreed immediately, "Loraine, | don't think
you're right. Marco wanted to give the building to you,
not me. He was showing his affection to you."

Loraine was stunned. But she quickly recovered
herself and denied Allen's statement.

"Allen, Marco is not as simple as you think. Otherwise,
he wouldn't have been able to develop Bryant Group

to such a level.”
But Allen didn't agree with her.

Eyes couldn't lie. He could see Marco's love for
il

Lo.raihe shining in his eyes. -l

- But people usually told him that he was
' .J.,ther-peoplesfeellngs So, maybe




:E{'She said she knew Allen long ago, almost as long as |

_ she had known him.

" That meant Loraine had known him even before they
got married.

But how did they know each other in the first place?

Marco tried his best to rack his brains and recall the
past, but he still couldn't find any clue about Loraine.

He couldn't help but turn to his friends who were
~drinking with him.

~ "Did you know Loraine before | got married to her?"

| Jlmrme and Slater took a look at each othe
shook their heads in the negative.




"busmess abroad at that time. Maybe that was wh_,v ‘
you met her?"

Marco shook his head firmly. "We were not in the
same country. How could we have met each other?"

Jimmie shrugged and fell into deep thought again.
After a while, he murmured, "You can't be too sure,
Marco. Maybe you met each other during an overseas
project. Doris is helping you manage your business
abroad, right? If you want to know more, maybe you
should ask her to investigate.”

Doris Hoffman...

~Marco shook the wine in his glass and closed his ey "
'__ ’He didn't bother to continue the topic anymore.




_ Slater narrowed his eyes and looked Jimmie up i

at to say or do.

“down. Suddenly, he blurted, 'There's something going

~ on with you. Something has been wrong somewhere

recently."

Jimmie felt guilty and quickly became defensive to
avoid discussing the topic.

"What's wrong with me? You're just thinking too much
and reading into things that don't exist."

At this point, Slater was feeling like Sherlock Holmes.
He began to outline his deductions to his friend.

"l've noticed that you've been absent-minded about

everything recently. How have you managed not to

notice what even | could notice? Come on, tell me.
TS

‘What the hell is going on?"

| |
[}

‘;:Stqp reading too much into things

| refusing to admitit.
. ! : 'I l -y
e forcing me




LN { il ‘ ! 0
:Aft‘e‘r‘dr.inking a few more glasses, Marco bid farewell
. to his two friends and went home alone.

Il

, The moment he stepped into the house, Laura came
up to him, fawning over him and even trying to help
him take off his coat.

But Marco dodged her.

Laura sighed. She had no choice but to come clean.
"Marco, please do me a favor.

Marco was not surprised at all. He asked indifferently,
"What happened to Marina this time?"

_'Since he was a child, every time his mother was nice Y
to him, it was either because of money or Marina. k
'had become used to it over the years.




M‘arﬁcﬁo' scoffed. "Who is to blame for her ba
| reputation? Marina created this mess herself."

.\
X

| With that, he went straight to his study, ignoring
Laura's response.

"Wait, Marco!" Laura was very annoyed, but she
needed Marco's help, so she had to keep pushing.
Thinking quickly, she decided to play her trump card.
"Are you not going to attend? Loraine is now the heir
of a rich family. The Cruz family will certainly invite

her."

Marco came to a halt immediately.




