 Fora mome'ﬁt,‘érady was dumbstruck as he gaped in
- amazement at Marco. e

‘Grady, before proposing ta Loraine, | would advise
you to free yourself from your mother's control. Do
you have a plan B in case you ask Loraine to marry
you now and your mother objects later?" Marco
warned with a frown.

He was implying that Grady was a mama's boy.

- Grady always respected Marco, but when Marco said
. that, Grady couldn't help but ask, "Marco what right do'~‘

mother and SIster hurt Lorame before?"
[ 1 b




“-"'énd Marco turned to look at

|

rstly, she looked at Grady and answered, "Grady, |
" apologize. | don't want to think about getting married
again right now. | won't take you into account even if

| later decide to get married. I'm sorry.’

Loraine declined without a second thought.

Grady asked, "Then who will you consider? Marco? Or
isitMr. T?"

Marco was astounded when he heard this.
Unconsciously, he stared at Loraine while anticipating
her response.

_ Loraine's face flashed with embarrassment. She
dn't want to reveal that Mr. T was actually Wesley




y, thanks for the invitation. I'll take my leave.”

Loraine picked up her bag and prepared to leave after ‘-
realizing the situation had been clarified. She didn't
want to start any more trouble.

Grady sank into the chair without further comment.
His face gradually became pale and hopeless as the
light in his eyes slowly faded away.

However, Marco was not willing to give up.

He caught up with Loraine, grabbed her arm tightly
and asked, "Do you know what you are doing, Loraine?
You accepted Mr. T's ring. Do you really want to marry
him?"

_ Immediately, Loraine exploded and yelled, "Does it
. have anything to do with you? Marco, don't forget that
you are just my ex!"

ET ey were having a disagreement in the h
__,use Loraine couldn't get r|d of Marco .k,f
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Nhy were they together?

The strange situation caused Marco and Loraine to
frown.

It was unfathomable to Loraine that her best friend
would accompany Jimmie to dinner without telling
her.

Loraine was about to appro-ach her and confront her
when Marco stopped her.

"Why are you stopping me?" Loraine asked coldly.

With a serious expression, Marco made a gesture of
silence and said, "Do you think they will tell the truth if
we go to ask them like that?"

. Loraine was stunned when she heard this. His
" remarks made sense.

As a result, Loraine and Marco finally
mutual agreement. They both looked
ded to temporarily stop their al







nally abused her every day and let his fa
sh her around. How miserable she was! She finally
ot rid of them, and now Marco has caused trouble
- for her again and again. Lorrie endured so much
 vilification because of him. Also..."

Jennie was in high spirits as she listed all the ways
Marco had wronged Loraine.

Sitting opposite Jennie and hearing his friend being
scolded, Jimmie kept an even temper. Rather than
get angry, he looked at her and smiled.

Noticing that Jennie appeared thirsty, he even handed
her a glass of water.




- Marco.

‘Good."
Jennie relaxed and backed down.
They continued enjoying their meal.

Their entire exchange, however, had been overheard
by Marco and Loraine.

Loraine's face softened a little, but Marco's face
darkened.

Jennie remained oblivious. She took a bite of her
dessert and closed her eyes in bliss. She was in a very
- good mood.

‘wrong and is trying to make t
i to give Loraine a dia




“before sending a glft He didn't know that Lorne I| ,' ]
the architectural design and treasure appreciation,
even aftey they'd been married for three years..." '

Jennie took Jimmie's small cake and went on to
reveal all of Loraine's interests and habits.

Marco's expression softened. Loraine, on the other
hand, began to frown. :

Jimmie continued gathering information.

"By the way, | saw something in the news the other
day. Mr. T gave Loraine a diamond ring and she
accepted it. Are they together?" Jimmie asked, trying
to act casual.

* Jennie's eyes widened as if she was hearing
; somethlng utterly absurd. "How is that possible?




~involuntarily.

Lorrie must have heard them!

Jennie lowered her head gquiltily, unable to look
Loraine in the eye.

Jimmie stood in front of Jennie protectively.

"Don't blame Jennie, Loraine. It was me who asked
her out."

At that, Marco stood up abruptly and joined Loraine.
‘Is that so?"

Seeing his good friend, Jimmie felt a chill.

Hell! He was doomed, too!




- you were too young to tell good from bad? Don't
want to distance yourself from me?"

Marco reminded Jimmie of the things he'd told Jennie
earlier.

Knowing that he was in the wrong, Jimmie coughed
awkwardly and said, ‘If | hadn't said that, how could |
have gotten close to the enemy? Please understand

n

me.

Marco lit a cigarette, inhaled deeply and spoke slowly
through the smoke. "Let me tell you again. | never
treated Loraine like an enemy. | don't need you to do
this, and | don't need you to deceive Loraine's best
friend to try to help me.”

. "| didn't lie to her." Jlmmle felt wronged "Cant
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