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Hearing this, Loraine looked up at her and smiled,
"Who are you?"

h
-
|

The woman had on a short plaited skirt and a white
shirt with the top three buttons undone, displaying a

lot of cleavage. Her face was also decorated with a
thin layer of makeup.

"My name is Etta Hayes. I'm Mr. Bryant's personal

secretary. I'm in charge of his daily affairs at work and
sometimes his private life.”

Loraine smiled.

The secretary even took care of Marco's private life.
And how exactly did she do that? In what way did she
do it?

Thanks to her encounters with Keely, Loraine had
accumulated some experience in dealing with bi hes.




If ydu have any problem wuth me suttlng here you

ask Carl about it," she said to the young woman Wi' i
an air of finality.

Etta's expression changed slightly and she quickly |
apologized. "I'm sorry, Miss Torres. | didn't know it

was Carl who arranged it. I'm sorry if | offended you.
Please don't be angry."

She naturally looked gentle and beautiful, and now
she was acting submissive with a touch of fear. Some

might think that Loraine was bullying a junior
employee.

This attracted the attention of the people who were
now entering the conference room. They were
employees of Bryant Group and they didn't really know
much about Loraine, so they quickly formed an
impression of her based on what they saw.

Lorame watched them with great interest. Inst




) CEO of Universe Group, so the request was a~
reasonable one.

Etta's face paled.

She had long heard that Loraine became ill-tempered
after she was appointed as the CEO of Universe Group.

There was a rumor that Loraine had even kicked out
Mia from a studio.

She deliberately provoked Loraine just to make her

lose her temper. And then she would act like a
battered victim for Marco to see.

But she didn't expect Loraine to act so calmly and turn
everything back on her.

She was a mere secretary. She couldnt even see
Marco in the company. How could she have the right
to change the CEO's seat?




Etta and then turning to his assnstant 'Carl, hdw

an:
you allow just about anyone to enter the conferenc
room?"

Etta panicked and quickly said in her defense, "Mr. :

Bryant, I'm your new secretary, Etta Hayes. | came to
bring coffee."

She was practically shaking with apprehension and
trying to give Carl a pleading look.

But Carl avoided her gaze and looked up at the ceiling
instead as if he didn't see her looking at him.

He had not expected that someone would offend
Loraine so soon.

Marco attached great importance to Loraine now, so
if he were to try to cover for Etta, he would be fired.

"What position does she hold in the
department?" Marco asked him with'a'f




She's my subordinate and has no business with Mr..
Bryant."




e looked indifferent as if she didnt take th
lanation seriously. -

1' Etta, on the other hand, was highly embarrassed.

She had just tried to show Loraine that she had a
special relationship with Marco, but now, Marco
claimed not to know her.

She would not give up so easily!

A trace of resentment flashed through her eyes and
Etta looked at Marco with tears in her eyes.

"Mr. Bryant, I'm the one who takes care of you in this
company. | knew you were busy this morning and you
didn't have time to have breakfast. | was worried that
the meeting would take long, so | specially prepared
some coffee and desserts.”

She was confident that the tears in her eyes could
easily arouse any man's pity. :

- But Marco was not just any ma
his face turned cold and hi:

T




se ously either.

But Etta was so bold that she actually offendec
Loraine, thereby stepping on Marco’s nerves.

Carl knew for sure that Etta would be fired.

When Etta saw that her attempt to gain pity had failed,

she knew she was pretty much in trouble, but yet, she
was still determined to struggle.

Marco was young, promising, handsome and rich.
Most importantly, he was the CEO of Bryant Group.
For countless women, he was the dream lover.

It had cost her a lot of effort to get the position of
secretary. All she wanted was to get closer to him.
Etta firmly believed that if she got the chance to get
into his life, she would be better than Loraine, his ex-
wife.




as if Loraine was making things difficult for
‘she was only caring for Marco.

l

'~ Loraine let out an angry laugh. "You're so sweet. But

how come you don't know that Marco doesn't like

desserts?"

Truly, Marco never added sugar to his coffee nor did
he eat desserts.

Even though Marco never treated her nicely during the
three years when she was his wife, still, no one knew
his preferences better than her.

Etta was shocked to hear Loraine say this. But she
quickly recovered herself and pasted the pitiful
expression on her face again.

Looking at the desserts she had brought, she couldn't
help but turn red with embarrassment. Still, she was

not willing to give up. She retorted, "How do you know:

he doesn't like desserts? You..."

. But before she could complete the fgt'até
~ expression on Marco's face promptly

|

|




Carl promptly called for his men and asked them ol
take her out.

In spite of all her attempts, Marco’'s mood was not

affected at all. In fact, he now looked at Loraine
affectionately.

He never expected that Loraine would still remember
his habits. Truly, he didn't like desserts, but he never
really told anyone or showed it in any way.

He was a very cold person that seldom revealed his
emotions to the public, so it was difficult for most
people to detect his preferences. The best they could
do was guess.

Only Loraine knew him well.

And that was due to the fact that in the past three
years, she had been taking good care of him with all
her heart. it

At this point, a warm feeling arose in M
~ and he began to feel regretful.




'~ get affected by emotions.

|

During the discussions, Loraine argued strongly and
refused to give in. '

For a moment, the atmosphere in the conference room
became tense.

From his study of the previous partnership between
both companies, Nichol, the project director at Bryant
Group, took the initiative to make a concession. 'l
think we can use the design of Universe Group. | will
assist Miss Torres with anything she might need."

Loraine was a little surprised and she couldn't help
but ask, "What's wrong? Why are you being SO
cooperative?’

Nichol felt embarrassed by the question. "l know and
trust you well enough now."
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" Though there were some confllcts between the tw
groups, all the problems were quickly resolved. A ﬂ’i

end of the day, the two groups reached a pleasar
consensus.

Marco cleared his throat to grab Loraine's attention,
and when she looked at him, he asked her, "Are you

free tonight?"

"No, I'm busy," Loraine replied.

Marco kept quiet for a moment and then said in a low
voice, "The partnership is going well. It's only natural
for us to have dinner together, isn't it?"

A fake smile appeared on Loraine's face.

"Aren't there many beautiful secretaries around you?
. From your work to your personal life, they manag
 everything perfectly for you. So, why no just enjc
their services?"




ees had not done anything
ridiculous to fire them for such a r

Since Carl knew that Marco had given the instruc
~ for the benefit of Loraine, he told her confider
= "Don't worry, Miss Torres. | promise there won't be a
other woman around Mr. Bryant from now on."

But Loraine responded with a sneer, ‘If he behaves
well, I'm sure there won't be anything to be worried
about. Now, he's replacing all the women around him
with male employees. Is that because he's guilty?"

"Loraine, you know | didn't mean it like that,” Marco
complained.

Carl defended him. "Mr. Bryant didn't mean it like that.
Miss Torres, you should know him well. He's devoted
to his work and doesnt meet with anyone in private
whether it's a man or a woman."

"If only that's truly the case," Loraine said dismissively.
She couldn't help but recall all the time that Marco
had spent pestering her lately.

 "What?" Carl asked in confusion.




aShe was scared that he would say some
‘inappropriate again, so she quickly said to him, *

something to deal with at the company, so | have""t,_,
go now."

With that, Loraine left Bryant Group with her
subordinates as quickly as she could, as if she was
running away from its CEO.

‘Did | say something wrong just now?" Carl asked
Marco in confusion.

"No," Marco said with a smile as he stared at Loraine's
retreating figure.

There was a lot of time ahead of them, so he was not
in a hurry to get Loraine back. He would move slowly
and carefully, regardless of the obstacles on his path.




Loraine was overjoyed to hear this. But before h
could take a look at what Allen wanted to show her,
she received a message from the receptionist that
Laura from Bryant Group was looking for her. i

Laura came here as a member of Bryant Group, not
Marco's mother.

Loraine thought for a while and asked the receptionist
to let her in.

In a matter of seconds, Laura marched into the office
in an aggressive manner.

"Loraine Torres! Why is this partnership being
dominated by Universe Group yet again? Did you use
some of your dirty tricks to seduce Marco?" she
barked angrily.

~ Loraine looked her up and down with a dee
' her face.




K _mmated by Bryant Group!"

Loraine replied calmly, "This partnershlp has nothing

to do with you. If you have any problems with it, you i
can talk with Marco instead of yelling at me."

Laura was speechless. She had been embarrassed by
Marco before, and she wouldn't dare to face him
again. This was the reason why she came for Loraine.
Hearing what Loraine said, Laura didn't know what to
say.

Her imposing manner suddenly weakened a bit, but
she still tried to show that she was dominant. “I'm
Marco's mother. So, my words are his words. As for
you, you should know your place. The fact that we are
in a partnership simply means that Bryant Group is
willing to take you under its wing!”

"What makes you think so?" Loraine sneered
mockingly.
















