olds and Duran exchanged
dicating their growing unease. |

Had Loraine discovered something?

Reynolds remained calmer than Duran, He gave Duran
a meaningful look.

After getting the hint, Duran put on a facade of
composure as he glanced at Loraine. He asked,
"What do you mean by that? You may not be aware of
my significant contributions to the company, but Aldo
is well aware!"

Loraine sneered upon hearing this. Did he still think he
could intimidate her with her grandfather?

Without responding, she turned on the meeting room's
projection.




How could Loraine have it?

He had only allowed Hurley to take a glancel :
during their conversation. How could Hurley have
made a copy?

Duran quickly realized that he had underestimated
Hurley.

That upstart was more cunning than he appeared to
be. i

He clenched his teeth in hatred but still pretended to
- be oblivious.

"Well... Are you insinuating that Reynolds and | are
involved? Your words are disappointing. We have
dedicated ourselves to Universe Group alongside your
grandfather, yet now you doubt our loyalty to the

company. Alas!”

~ Loraine remained unfazed as she observed him
~ smiled and replied, 'l am not doubting yo
 solve this matter. Duran, do you h
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during their conversation. How could Hurley have
made a copy?

Duran quickly realized that he had underestimated
Hurley.

That upstart was more cunning than he appeared to
be. i

He clenched his teeth in hatred but still pretended to
be oblivious.

"Well... Are you insinuating that Reynolds and | are
involved? Your words are disappointing. We have
dedicated ourselves to Universe Group alongside your
grandfather, yet now you doubt our loyalty to the
company. Alas!"

Loraine remained unfazed as she observed him.




Loraine sneered coldly and said, “There's
* Smce you wouldn't admit it, | will do it for you."

She played a recording, revealing Hurley's voice.

"Duran Thompson approached me and promised
give me this shop..."

The eruption of voices filled the room as all the
directors reacted with a loud commotion while
Duran's face paled.

Loraine said seriously, "You handed over the
information to Hurley and instructed him 4o defame
Jennie and me. Duran, the evidence is undeniable. Do
you still intend to deny it?"

Duran's complexion drained of color as he sank into
his seat, casting an imploring gaze at Reynolds,
desperately seeking help.

When he noticed Duran's pleading gaze, Reynolds
suddenly erupted in anger and shouted, "Duran,
Loraine has shown you kindness. How could you
repay it with ingratitude and harm the comp:
interests?’ '

Fear gripped Reynolds, but he also felt f
Thankfully, he had kept h|'




'Reynolds shot him a cold, warning glare, silencing
with just a look.

Suddenly, something clicked in Duran's mind. He
immediately turned to face Loraine. Suppressing his
anger, he said in a low voice, "Lorrie, | lost control of
my actions. | never truly intended to harm the
company's interests. | am old, and | have dedicated
half my life to this company. For the sake of your
grandfather, can you find it in your heart to forgive me
this time?"

Observing the interaction between the two, Loraine
~ fell into deep thought. :

Why didn't Duran dare to betray Reynolds? Did
Reynolds have something on Duran?

She couldn't prove Reynolds' involvement for the
moment, but she would never let Duran off easily.
This time, Duran dared to ' ~
information of the company. If she let hi
who knew what he might do next?
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towards Loraine with its sharp point. Caught off guard‘ i
Loraine couldn't evade the attack in time. i

Realizing Duran was about to leap at her, Loraine

instinctively shut her eyes and turned her head to
dodge.

At this critical moment, a figure hurried to her side,
embracing her protectively.

The man whisked her away, eluding Duran's assault.

Time seemed to stretch as Loraine gazed up at Marco,
her heart racing.

Out of the corner of her eye, Loraine suddenly noticed
Duran approaching them for another attempt.

She shouted, "Watch out!"




: 'group only regamed thelr comp
' 'heanng Duran's screams. jilili

Instantly, the meeting room erupted into chaos. So
people shrieked in horror, whlle others shouted for th
police to be called.

Jolie appeared pale but maintained her composure.
Once she regained her bearings, she promptly
summoned the security guards, who carried away
Duran, still groaning in agony.

Amid the tumult, Marco clung tightly to Loraine,
refusing to let go. His breathing was labored, and his
hands trembled slightly.

He lowered his head to peer at Loraine, who remained
in a state of shock, and asked anxiously, "Loraine, are
you alright? Are you hurt?"

Loraine was still dazed, but she sensed the hand on
her waist tightening. Marco held her firmly, to the




ia _
Jennie also looked at them wearing an amus
expression.

2
o,

A blush suffused Loraine's face. She extended her

hand to push Marco away and said softly, "I'm fine.
You're hurting me!"

Marco was taken aback and loosened his hold, but his
gaze remained fixed on her.

Loraine felt a mix of emotions, torn between being
touched and conflicted. "Take it easy. I'm really fine."

Thanks to Marco's swift action, Duran didn't even
- come close to touching Loraine or her clothes.

However, Loraine couldn't help but wonder if Marco
had been keeping a constant eye on her. How else
could he have saved her so quickly?

Her feelings were a mix of gratitude and confusion.




that Universe Group will not tolerate anyo

Jeopardizing the company's interests. Regardless of
who they may be, there will be no exceptions when it |
comes to harsh punishment!" '

‘Certainly, Miss Torres. We will keep that in mind."

Loraine glanced at Reynolds, who pretended to remain

composed, and sneered before making her way out
of the meeting room.

- Marco trailed behind Loraine as they exited the room.
Jennie shot Reynolds a glare before following them.

Reynolds gripped the armrest of his chair tightly, his
face reflecting a mix of emotions and conflicting
thoughts. ‘ il

Loraine's glare left him feeling uneasy.




were waiting for the elevator.

Reynolds smiled and hastily said, "Lorrie, it's |ucky
that you discovered Duran's actions. | never expected
him to do something like this. I'm shocked and deeply
disappointed in him!"

In response to his words, Loraine couldnt help but
sneer, her voice dripping with skepticism. "Aren't you
and Duran so close, practically inseparable? How
could you possibly be oblivious to his actions? Do you
' truly know nothing about this matter?"

"Of course not! Duran never mentioned any of this to
me! | am completely dedicated to Universe Group. If
| had known anything, | would have been the first to
report him. Lorrie, you have to trust me!"

Loraine narrowed her eyes. She knew what kir
~ person Reynolds was, but his shame
7-'~surpnsed her e




. He simply stated |nd|fferent|y, "EXCuse, :
blocklng the elevator.”




