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Laura felt downcast after she realized that Marina
intentionally bought a counterfeit item even |
though she instructed her otherwise. She stared

at her with fury burning in her eyes.

In a bid to secure a good suitor for her daughter,
Laura had gone to great lengths. She didn't want
Marina to continue being at the mercy of Marco,
who didn't treat them well in recent times. Much to
her dismay, the same person she was making
sacrifices for was thwarting her plan. Marina's
fraudulent actions gave the Bryant family a bad

name in front of the Cruz family.

"How could you be so foolish, Marina? I'm h‘ig't-‘fl’iﬂ'
disappointed in you!" Laura scolded her;.,__ ~ ‘

"Mom, don’t blame me for this." Marin

~ a spoiled child. "it's all Marc




fraudulent woman.

"Mrs. Bryant, you should handle the issue witl
your daughter somewhere else. Besides, it's
getting pretty late." :

It was clear that they weren't welcomed here
anymore. Laura, whose face was red with shame,
picked up the fake clock, grabbed her daughter by
the wrist, and left dejectedly.

Florence rubbed her forehead hard. After a while, -

she looked at Loraine from head to toe and !

became friendly.

"Loraine, thanks for your help. | dld




- looked at Loraine.

Although she didn't believe the bad things L:
and Marina said about Loraine, that didn't chanc
the fact that Loraine was Marco's ex-wife. |

The last thing Florence wanted was for her son to
be involved with a divorced woman. Worse still,
the divorcee in question wasn't even from a
reputable family. What was there to gain from
such a union? No! She couldn't allow that to
happen!

At the thought of this, Florence said to Loraine, “I'm
grateful for your help. If you hadn't pointed it out, -

~ whatever you like. | don’
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run, so I'll take my leave now. Bye!"

Loraine was exhausted now. She didn't want to
get into an altercation with Florence, so she turned
around and made for the door in a hurry.

Grady caught up with her outside.

"Wait, Loraine! I'm sorry about my mother's attitude.
Please don't take it to heart. | have no idea why
she said that. | hope this won't affect our
friendship.”

Since Loraine had nothing against Grady, she said
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take advantage of her help to get close to Gr
later on."

Wrinkles appeared on the butler's forehead at thisﬁ
time. "I'm afraid that won't be possible. Someone
already bought all the antiques from the
warehouse. None of them belongs to the Cruz

family anymore.’

"What? Someone bought everything?" Florence's
eyes widened in shock. "Who did that?"

"Marco Bryant."

"Marco Bryant? It seems the Bryant family is richer

than | imagined.”

~ even though those two b
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" antiques at once? Could it be that he was ser
a signal that he wants his family and the
family to be united by marriage?"

"I don't know how to put this." The butler had
something to say, but he didn't know the best way
to putit.

"Come on, spilll" Florence took a sip of coffee from

the cup in an attempt to soothe her temper.

"Well, Marco asked that all the antiques be sent to
a woman named.." The butler paused and
swallowed hard. "Loraine Torres."

Florence spat out a mouthful of coffee at the

mention of that name.

"What did you just say? Come again!"




and Marina returned
embarrassment.

The two had not only failed to engage with
Cruz family but also worsened the relationsh
between the two families.

They . were scolded by Liza Bryant, Marco's
grandmother.

"You two are fit for nothing. It's a small matter. You
couldn't even handle that!"

Liza was seventy years old. Her silver hair was

neatly combed into a tight bun.

Although Liza looked old, one could tell she must




Loraine. He has bought a truckload of .qui?l i
goods for her. Why don't you discipline him‘lnsteéaff‘
of yelling at me?" |

"What did you say? Marco spent money on a
country girl who can't get pregnant?" Liza grew
furious.

‘Mom, Marco doesn't listen to me. You have to
discipline him. | can't let Loraine deceive him," said
Laura. "l think Loraine is targeting our family. God
knows how much money she is going to leech off

our family. You should teach her a lesson!"

Loraine had no clue that Liza was targeting her.

i

She returned to normal life after she came be c‘ ;
N




Jolie nodded worriedly. "She looks r
~ arrogant. You better be careful around th:
- or just ignore her."

"It's okay. I'll go there and have a look."

Loraine walked to the reception hall. She stopp‘.'e_'
short, and her body froze when she saw the visitor.
The mere sight of the woman annoyed Loraine.

"You have become arrogant. How dare you make
me wait for you?" Liza cast a scornful look at

Loraine.

"Mrs. Bryant, you have come to meet me; not the
other way round. Look, I'm very busy. Please come
to the point. If there's nothing else, I'll get back to
work."

Liza's face darkened. She believed Loraine was tt




believe you. You're lying to me. You sold
didn't you?"

Loraine shrugged. "The details of the 'chari’tyf
auction are open to the public. If you don't believe
me, you can check it for yourself. If youre
shameless and desperate to have them back, ask

the poor orphans to return them to you."

"Loraine, | underestimated you! | didn't expect you
to be so cunning and deceitful. You are spending
the money of the Bryant family to earn areputation,”

Liza spat venomously.

"If that's what you'd like to believe, go ahead. |
can't do anything."
Loraine didn't want to waste time expla

herself. Some people were firm:
No amount of persuasion wi

&

~ opinion.




The employees and c‘uStomefé of U
- began murmuring about it.

‘Did you hear that? This woman is sco |
Loraine for leeching off the Bryant family."

"That is possible. Loraine was just a country girl i

before she married Marco. | guess she has

extorted a lot of money from the Bryant family in
the form of alimony."

"Loraine was married to Marco for three years but
never got pregnant. I'm guessing she must have
divorced Marco after they found out about her
physical problem."

Loraine's face darkened when she heard peop
whispering about her.

"Mrs. Bryant, don't go too far. D




