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His piercing green eyes were wide with shock, he looked stunned . Despite my
calm front, | was nervous ... It had all happened on my 18th birthday . | was
meant to have my Ffirst shift, and | had felt my wolf awaken . But ... | hadn’t been
able to shift easily , it was slow and what usually took a few seconds took an
hour . Dad had been the only one with me a s he had told Mom to leave, realising
something was wrong .

He had not wanted her to witness it . I still remember the blood , the torn skin,
the pain ... It was the first and last time | shifted , it almost Felt like something

was blocking my shift . | hadn’t even been able to hold the shift, seconds after
shifting , my body reverted to human form.

But along with it ... | had awakened as a witch . At the time , Dad had simply
comforted m e, but the following day he had sent Mom off on a trip to her
father’s pack . He had made me sit down and told me that | might be a witch .

I mean, he didn’t even let Mom see me .

I knew | probably smelt like a witch . | had denied it vehemently at first, but in my
upset state, | had brought my powers forth . That answered all : my questions . |
was what one would call a hybrid . Part witch, part wolf.

Dad had a few grimoires that had been taken from the cavern of the rogues years
ago, and he was meant to be keeping them safe . After all, no one but a witch
could destroy a grimoire . The council had given Uncle Alejandro the right of
decision on who would mind the grimoires, and he had split them between three
packs . It was kept secret , with our pack holding three of the seven books . We
had spent hours working on finding a spell to conceal my aura as a witch .

The language in the books was different, but it made sense to both Dad and me.
The spell was a fairly common one, and luckily , | had managed it. From those
grimoires , we had learned . some of the history of witches legacies .
(FLASHBACK) " Dad .... if I'm a witch ... does that mean I'm evil ?” | asked
quietly .

" Not at all, princess . ” He smiled gently at me . "” You know , Alejandro said that
Endora, our mother, said | was always immune to her spells . | guess there’s
some witchcraft in me too . It isn’t normal for a werewolf to be able to read this
language, but herelam.
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" But Mom hates witches . ” | whispered . He cupped my face and looked into my
eyes . "” She has only seen those who are bad, not all witches are . ” His words
were firm and warm, like a fire on a winter night , welcoming me into its
embrace. | believed him .

" But according to the Grimoire of Shadows, it states that | most likely inherited
some of Endora’s powers too .

" Perhaps, but that does not make you evil . The way | see it , our actions speak
for themselves . You are still Raihana Rossi, the one and only princess of our
family . ” 14 | laughed softly, ” I love you, Dad . | don’t think anyone is a s lucky to
have a kinder father . Dad, do

you think if | learned some spells of protection , would that be ok ? | mean, if
there is ever a witch attack, | could be of ” I didn’t miss him tensing or the
conflict ... Yes, he loved me and wouldn’t judge me , but he also wasn’t willing
for the world to know who I was ...

" | believe that one day, witches and werewolves will live alongside one another
in peace . But before even thinking of learning spells, learn to control your
powers . You have a long way to go.

I'm assuming as a hybrid , your powers may have awoken later, and unlike Full
fledged witches, you are a newborn to this . Meditation and being at peace are
the best ways . ” He said, turning the p pages of the Book of Sight . ” Are we
allowed to view these ?
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Well, apparently no werewolves can actually read what it says . I'm supposed
to be keeping these safe where witches can’t get a hand on them ... No one said |
can’t look at them ... I'm sure you can realise that if these Fall into the wrong
hands it could be dangerous . ”

I nodded, as Dad hugged me tightly . ” Ok try the spell of concealment.” He said,
stepping back . I nodded, despite the confidence and calmness in his voice, |
didn’t miss the worry that was radiating off of him .... (END OF FLASHBACK) It
hadn’t been hard ;

I was a Fast learner, and even at Christmas time , no one picked up that I was a
witch . My spell of concealment worked , and | was just Raihana again , someone
who refused to take part in a run even after shifting .

Who has become even more snooty and arrogant as of lately ... My friends had
called me a diva when I said | didn’t want to get muddy . If only they knew my
wolf was somehow trapped . Although Dad said he would look for a spell, he
refused to allow me access to the books again .

That was what | was looking for, the keys to the vault where he kept them ...
When | saw his office window open earlier ... | had decided to take the risk .



The secret that had stayed between us was now being shared with Chris . | don’t
understand why Dad was adamant about having someone in on this , but he was,
and | didn’t get why Chris of all people.

The man was as irritating and antagonising as he was handsome . | personally feel
it was his looks that kept him from being murdered and buried years ago .” So,
there you have it. ” Dad finished sitting back after explaining it all . Chris was
frowning, it was rare to see him so serious .

" You know sooner or later you need to tell the Luna. In fact, I think you should
do it sooner."” He said suddenly, Ok, | wasn’t expecting that . ” When the time is
right."” I added icily . ” I think we know Mom better than you do . ” " Raihana .”
Dad reprimanded me gently .

I crossed my arms and looked away . ” | don’t mean it in a bad way, I'm just saying
you're her daughter ... If she realises that witches aren’t ... " He seemed t o
change his mind and simply shook his head .

" That’s on you, I still don’t get my part in this.” Even I don't ... but | swear he's
just a blond, brainless buffoon . "” Maria and | are going to be going to The Ahmar
Qamar pack to help with the wedding festivities of her nephew . Beta Jack will
handle the pack here, but | wanted to appoint you as Raihana’s personal
bodyguard for the duration of this trip . | understand that you are Delta, and this
is beneath you, but as a favour ...

I don’t want something happening whilst I'm not around .” So, Dad wanted
someone who knew the truth about me to keep an eye on me ? But seriously,
Chris ?” Dad, isn’t Blake enough ? ” | asked , not missing Chris rolling his eyes . |
knew him and Blake never got on ... But that annoyed me. | liked Blake . He was
everything you could wish for . In fact, this could have given me and Blake alone
time But now ....

I glared coldly at Chris who just gave me a n annoying questioning smirk back . ”
Blake is a strong warrior, but I trust Chris . If Rayhan hadn’t decided to go on this
trip, it wouldn’t have been necessary . | can’t ask Lola as Jack’s teaching her the
last bits she needs to know before she takes over as Beta, once Rayhan becomes
Alpha."” Dad said, giving me a gentle smile.

I rolled my eyes . You could never say no to Dad when he had that gentle look in
his eyes . ” Fine, but Dad, in these times of peace, | don’t get why you're even
stressed out . ” I said , standing up . ” It's good to be safe,

" Dad said as | shook my head and walked towards the door."” Can 1 go now ?
Seriously Dad , | don't think this was even needed . ” " Raihana, you leave pack
grounds often, For university , shopping and whatever else girls your age do .

So | need Chris there with you . At least I'll feel at ease . ” H I sighed . I didn’t
expect Dad to get like this, but it was clear he wouldn’t listen . | wish | had asked
him first why he wanted t o share with Chris ; he had only said he had his

reasons .... | should have gotten those reasons out of him and talked him out of
it, but | hadn’t and now | was stuck with the banana ... | looked at the blond .



If it wasn't for his annoying attitude , one could say he was quite handsome, but
let’s not Forget , he had probably slept with all the single women in this pack ...
Well yuck . I turned and walked out slamming the door behind me . CHRIS Well,
looks like someone is pissed off ... ” Is there more to it ? | mean, | don’t mind
watching her.” | sure didn’t mind watching her.

" But our pack has a lot of security ... For you to want me in on this, what's going
on?” " In the last month, three witches have been killed and news has spread
that the witches are getting angry . Last night , four werewolves were found
dead.

They had been killed by magic . The tides are changing, son ... and | fear it won't
end well."” " What about the Queen ? Has she said anything ?” | asked . He stood
up and walked to the window , his arms behind his back .

I knew Kiara Westwood was known for making a few predictions.” No ... But the
darkness is coming once more . The coven is growing , and more witches are
entering the lands . They are buildingan army.” " Then we need witches on our
side.

" | stated . He looked at me, and | could see the conflict.” Raihana ?"” ” She is a
Rossi, tell me which member of your family is not impressive ? If worst comes to
worst , we will need all the help w e can get in any form . You need to train ... ” |
knew who could train her. Delsanra : My heart thudded in realisation, and | knew
what we needed to do .

" Let's see what happens . Maybe we are just being paranoid . ” Alpha Rafael said .
I nodded . ” Alpha you need to tell Rayhan about Raihana . ” | said quietly . ” I will
when he gets home . Thank you, Chris, for your time . Please don’t mention this
to anyone.

" His words were gentle, yet the dismissal i n them was obvious . This
conversation was over.

" 1won’t, Alpha . Even if | wasn’t under your Alpha command, | wouldn't tell
anyone without your permission.” n"” Thank you . | just needed him to tell
Rayhan ... I didn't believe in destiny, but this shit was more than a coincidence ....
Delsanra and Raihana, two of the most important members of this pack . Surely
this was a sign that the Goddess Hecate was also on our side ? Moonlight Muse
Author

Her Lineage

RATHANA

His piercing green eyes were wide with shock, he looked stunned . Despite my
calm front, | was nervous ... It had all happened on my 18th birthday . | was
meant to have my Ffirst shift, and | had felt my wolf awaken . But ... | hadn’t been
able to shift easily, it was slow and what usually took a few seconds took an



hour . Dad had been the only one with me a s he had told Mom to leave, realising
something was wrong .

He had not wanted her to witness it. I still remember the blood , the torn skin,
the pain ... It was the first and last time | shifted , it almost Felt like something

was blocking my shift . | hadn’t even been able to hold the shift, seconds after
shifting , my body reverted to human form.

But along with it ... | had awakened as a witch . At the time , Dad had simply
comforted m e, but the following day he had sent Mom off on a trip to her
father's pack . He had made me sit down and told me that | might be a witch .

I mean, he didn't even let Mom see me .

| knew | probably smelt like a witch . | had denied it vehemently at Ffirst , but in my
upset state, | had brought my powers forth . That answered all : my questions. |
was what one would call a hybrid . Part witch, part wolf.

Dad had a few grimoires that had been taken from the cavern of the rogues years
ago, and he was meant to be keeping them safe . After all, no one but a witch
could destroy a grimoire . The council had given Uncle Alejandro the right of
decision on who would mind the grimoires, and he had split them between three
packs . It was kept secret , with our pack holding three of the seven books . We
had spent hours working on finding a spell to conceal my aura as a witch .

The language in the books was different , but it made sense to both Dad and me.
The spell was a fairly common one, and luckily , | had managed it . From those
grimoires , we had learned . some of the history of witches legacies .
(FLASHBACK) " Dad .... if I'm a witch ... does that mean I'm evil ? " | asked
quietly .

" Not at all, princess . ” He smiled gently at me . "” You know , Alejandro said that
Endora, our mother, said | was always immune to her spells . | guess there’s
some witchcraft in me too. It isn’t normal for a werewolFf to be able to read this
language, but herelam.

" But Mom hates witches .” | whispered . He cupped my face and looked into my
eyes."” She has only seen those who are bad, not all witches are . ” His words
were firm and warm, like a fire on a winter night , welcoming me into its
embrace. | believed him .

" But according to the Grimoire of Shadows, it states that | most likely inherited
some of Endora’s powers too .

" Perhaps, but that does not make you evil . The way | see it, our actions speak
for themselves . You are still Raihana Rossi, the one and only princess of our
Family . ” 14 1 laughed softly, ” | love you, Dad . | don’t think anyone is a s lucky to
have a kinder father . Dad, do

you think if | learned some spells of protection , would that be ok ? | mean, if
there is ever a witch attack, | could be of ” I didn't miss him tensing or the



conflict ... Yes, he loved me and wouldn’t judge me , but he also wasn’t willing
for the world to know who | was ...

" | believe that one day, witches and werewolves will live alongside one another
in peace . But before even thinking of learning spells, learn to control your
powers . You have a longway to go.

I'm assuming as a hybrid , your powers may have awoken later, and unlike Full
fledged witches, you are a newborn to this . Meditation and being at peace are
the best ways . ” He said, turning the p pages of the Book of Sight . ” Are we
allowed to view these ?
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Well, apparently no werewolves can actually read what it says . I'm supposed
to be keeping these safe where witches can’t get a hand on them ... No one said |
can’t look at them ... I'm sure you can realise that if these Fall into the wrong
hands it could be dangerous .”

I nodded, as Dad hugged me tightly . ” Ok try the spell of concealment . ” He said,
stepping back . I nodded, despite the confidence and calmness in his voice, |
didn’t miss the worry that was radiating off of him .... (END OF FLASHBACK) It
hadn’t been hard ;

I was a Fast learner, and even at Christmas time , no one picked up that I was a
witch . My spell of concealment worked , and | was just Raihana again , someone
who refused to take part in a run even after shifting .

Who has become even more snooty and arrogant as of lately ... My friends had
called me a diva when I said | didn’t want to get muddy . If only they knew my
wolf was somehow trapped . Although Dad said he would look for a spell , he
refused to allow me access to the books again .

That was what | was looking for, the keys to the vault where he kept them ...
When | saw his office window open earlier ... | had decided to take the risk .

The secret that had stayed between us was now being shared with Chris . | don’t
understand why Dad was adamant about having someone in on this , but he was ,
and | didn’t get why Chris of all people.

The man was as irritating and antagonising as he was handsome . | personally feel
it was his looks that kept him from being murdered and buried years ago .” So,
there you have it. ” Dad finished sitting back after explaining it all . Chris was
frowning, it was rare to see him so serious .

" You know sooner or later you need to tell the Luna. In fact, I think you should
do it sooner."” He said suddenly, Ok, | wasn’t expecting that . ” When the time is
right.” I added icily . ” | think we know Mom better than you do . ” " Raihana .”
Dad reprimanded me gently .

I crossed my arms and looked away . ” | don’t mean it in a bad way, I'm just saying
you're her daughter ... If she realises that witches aren’t ... " He seemed t o
change his mind and simply shook his head .



" That’s on you, I still don’t get my part in this.” Even I don't ... but | swear he's
just a blond, brainless buffoon .” Maria and | are going to be going to The Ahmar
Qamar pack to help with the wedding festivities of her nephew . Beta Jack will
handle the pack here, but | wanted to appoint you as Raihana’s personal
bodyguard for the duration of this trip . | understand that you are Delta, and this
is beneath you, but as a favour ...

I don’t want something happening whilst I'm not around .” So, Dad wanted
someone who knew the truth about me to keep an eye on me ? But seriously,
Chris ?"” Dad, isn’t Blake enough ? ” | asked , not missing Chris rolling his eyes . |
knew him and Blake never got on ... But that annoyed me. | liked Blake . He was
everything you could wish for . In fact , this could have given me and Blake alone
time But now ....

I glared coldly at Chris who just gave me a n annoying questioning smirk back . ”
Blake is a strong warrior , but I trust Chris . If Rayhan hadn’t decided to go on this
trip, it wouldn’t have been necessary . | can’t ask Lola as Jack’s teaching her the
last bits she needs to know before she takes over as Beta, once Rayhan becomes
Alpha."” Dad said, giving me a gentle smile.

I rolled my eyes . You could never say no to Dad when he had that gentle look in
his eyes . ” Fine, but Dad, in these times of peace, | don’t get why you're even
stressed out . ” I said, standing up . " It’s good to be safe,

" Dad said as | shook my head and walked towards the door."” Can 1 go now ?
Seriously Dad, | don't think this was even needed . ” " Raihana, you leave pack
grounds often, For university , shopping and whatever else girls your age do .

So | need Chris there with you . At least I'll feel at ease . ” H I sighed . I didn’t
expect Dad to get like this, but it was clear he wouldn’t listen . I wish | had asked
him first why he wanted t o share with Chris ; he had only said he had his

reasons .... | should have gotten those reasons out of him and talked him out of
it, but | hadn’t and now | was stuck with the banana ... | looked at the blond .

If it wasn't for his annoying attitude , one could say he was quite handsome , but
let’s not Forget, he had probably slept with all the single women in this pack ...
Well yuck . I turned and walked out slamming the door behind me . CHRIS Well,
looks like someone is pissed off ... " Is there more to it ? | mean, | don’t mind
watching her.” | sure didn’t mind watching her.

" But our pack has a lot of security ... For you to want me in on this , what's going
on?” " In the last month, three witches have been killed and news has spread
that the witches are getting angry . Last night, four werewolves were found
dead.

They had been killed by magic. The tides are changing, son ... and | fear it won't
end well . ” " What about the Queen ? Has she said anything ? ” | asked . He stood
up and walked to the window , his arms behind his back .

| knew Kiara Westwood was known For making a few predictions.” No ... But the
darkness is coming once more . The coven is growing , and more witches are



n n

entering the lands . They are building an army . Then we need witches on our

side.

" | stated . He looked at me, and | could see the conflict."” Raihana?"” " She is a
Rossi, tell me which member of your family is not impressive ? If worst comes to
worst , we will need all the help w e can get in any form . You need to train ... ” |
knew who could train her. Delsanra : My heart thudded in realisation, and | knew
what we needed to do .

" Let's see what happens . Maybe we are just being paranoid . ” Alpha Rafael said .
I nodded . ” Alpha you need to tell Rayhan about Raihana . ” I said quietly . ” I will
when he gets home . Thank you, Chris, for your time . Please don’t mention this
to anyone.

" His words were gentle, yet the dismissal i n them was obvious . This
conversation was over .

" 1won’t, Alpha . Even if | wasn’t under your Alpha command, | wouldn't tell
anyone without your permission.” n"” Thank you . | just needed him to tell
Rayhan ... I didn't believe in destiny, but this shit was more than a coincidence ....
Delsanra and Raihana, two of the most important members of this pack . Surely
this was a sign that the Goddess Hecate was also on our side ? Moonlight Muse
Author
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/ Her Destined Alpha
A Moment In Red DELSANRA

The party was in full swing , with teens ranging from fifteen to nineteen in
attendance. All the staff were in red and black just like Rayhan and me , to match
the theme . The diner had been decorated i n reds, blacks and gold . With
balloons, streamers, a dessert table and table coverings . Horace's wife had
popped in before we got here to make sure everything was in order.

I had gotten a lot of compliments, which | found really awkward ; | wasn't used to
them . But the one who looked the best here , was Rayhan ... He wore black
ripped jeans, black boots and a red button — down shirt with a few buttons left
open and his sleeves rolled up . His hair was tied back , and every girl here was
swooning over him . | couldn’t blame them . Jane couldn’t keep her eyes off him
either and had tried Flirting with him several times , but he would refuse her and
cut the conversation short .

Today he was avoiding the females smoothly , | wasn’t sure if it was because half
of them were underage or if it was because of what happened yesterday . Just
the thought embarrassed me . Every now and then he’'d look at me and give me a
small smile or wink . | also didn’t miss that the only woman he seemed to be
eyeing up was me . Something that made m y stomach flutter like crazy . GURE It
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was now time for the cake to be cut, and the group had gathered around the
birthday girl, who was the only one in white and red . She didn’t look like her
father at all ; she was a pretty young girl , but she also didn’t seem at all bothered
that her fFather was in the hospital .

" Take a break . ” Gwen mouthed to me . | nodded, glancing at Rayhan, who was
taking his phone out of his pocket as he headed outside . | don’t know why |
thought he’d come to me ... | shook my head . What did I think of myself ?
bathroom to look at | headed to t myself. My cheeks were a little red from
running around , but my lipstick was still on . | touched my lips softly,
remembering how he had applied it with such precision and tenderness ...
Rayhan has done so much for me ...

If only he wasn't a werewolFf ... But what if he was one of my own ? They too were
monsters . What difference would that have made ? The thing was , those
monsters like Endora and the ones who had taken me captive had been far

worse ... They had taken beating and abuse to a much higher level than my own
fFamily ... Whenever | Felt some happiness, those memories would return ... | wish
I could get past them, but knowing they were out there ... Their chilling words
were clear in my mind . When | had escaped and they had chased me, the leader
warned me that they would come for me and when they did ... | shuddered at the
memory . His threat lingered in my mind as | looked at reflection .

my The world was full of monsters, but Rayhan wasn’t one . Even if | couldn’t
accept him in the way he wanted, | couldn’t call him a monster ... | was about to
step out of the bathroom when the sound of giggling girls approaching made
me pause, | didn’t really want to face them . ” Oh, hey Rayhan."” Wait, Rayhan
was outside ? | hesitated . Should | step out ? Not after what happened
yesterday .

I didn’t want to come off as weird and jealous ... especially as | had no right upon
him . He didn’t reply, and | was sure he probably just gave them that killer smile o
f his.” You being here was just the icing on the cake for me . The best birthday
present ever.” Gag .l rolled my eyes."” I'm sorry girls , but I'm taken . Not to
mention I'm twenty - one, so if you will excuse me, I'm just waiting For my kitten
t o step out of the ladies room ."” " Oh ... You have a girlfriend and she’s here ?”
The accusing voice of the birthday girl didn’t sound so pleasant anymore . | guess
she was her father’s daughter . The door opened and | pretended to fix my hair.”
I'm going to get her fired . ” She muttered to her friends .

"Soit's her... "She’'sugly..."” Another one muttered, loud enough for me to
hear . | turned away from the mirror, | couldn’t cope with the way they were all
leering at me . Cornered ... sneered at ... It was all so familiar . All species contain
monsters ... " Kitten ?

" | gasped when Rayhan’s sharp voice brought me out of my thoughts . My heart
was thudding and the sound of the tap one of the girls opened was loud in my
ears . The birthday girl pursed her lips as Rayhan motioned for me . | muttered an
‘ excuse me ‘ and walked towards him , to safety ... 2 His hand went to my waist,
and for once I didn’t mind it as he pulled me close.



His warmth and scent comforted and calmed the raging storm inside of me. |
didn’t miss the frown towards the girls before he pulled me close . My nose
grazed his chest through the opening of his shirt , just as the door shut with a
thud. In the dim light of the small hallway, | looked up at him . That sharp look
was las gone, and his eyes softened . He cupped my cheek, the pad of his thumb
caressing it.

" Don’t let anyone get to you . "” He said quietly . You're getting to me ... " Hey,

are you- " Donovan stopped in his tracks , smirking when he saw us . ” Aww, and
you , baby girl , were denying that he was your man ! ” | pulled away , my cheeks
flushing as | glared at Donovan . | had told him that, but no one really believed

me . " Don’t assume things ; not everything is a s you think .

’

"1 said firmly . ” Excuse me ."” | hurried past him and into the hustle and bustle .
Ignoring that | was meant to be taking a break, | began clearing up the empty
dishes . The half of the diner that had been converted into a dance floor was now
getting full , some of the guests had already begun dancing . Others were just
standing around chatting, drinking or holding desserts . I glanced at the time.

Two hours left and then we could get out of here . ” There's plenty of food left .
Make sure you eat . ” Gwen told me . "” And get your hot man to eattoo!"” " |

will ! " I called back . ” Really ? ” Rayhan’s voice came in my ear, making me

jump ."” Hell ! You scared me . ” I said , elbowing him lightly in the stomach . He
chuckled, raising an eyebrow . ” Oh yeah ? Guess | really am impressive . ” He
teased with a wink as | pushed open the door to the back. I rolled my eyes,
placing the dishes down . It seemed Macy had stepped out for her break too . She
must be so tired , with all the preps she had done . ” No, it's not that, it's just too
loud out there to he-"

I was cut off when he suddenly grabbed m there . e around the waist and began
tickling me " Rayhan ! ” | gasped , unable to stop the laugh that left my lips . A
sound that was foreign even to me ... For a brief moment, my heart pounded,
and | Forgot he was tickling me . My focus was lost in his touch , the way his leg
touched my ass ... the way " Kitten ? ” He asked . His smirk vanished , replaced by
concern.

I chuckled breathlessly . ” Oh, I will get revenge ! ” I said . Turning | began to
tickle him, or trying to . | could feel his abs beneath my fingers and | just wanted
to caress them ... He chuckled, but it was clear it was not my tickling that had
made him ."” You're not tickly ... That's no fun ... " I said unhappily, trying to get
my breath back . ” Shame . ” He said cockily , leaning back against the wall as he
looked down at me.

" There's plenty of ways of getting revenge , Alpha Rayhan ... ” | threatened
lightly . But my mind was blank ; all I could think about was the look that had now
filled those grey eyes of his . ” Alpha huh ?” He murmured huskily , now leaning
down.

“ldidn’t say that ... " I had ... ” Say it again . ” He murmured . His command was
absolute, and something about the tone sent a rush of pleasure to my core.
Commanding yet warm and comforting ... even if | refused, | knew there



wouldn’t be a consequence ... Not a painful one anyway ... He took hold of my
elbow, turning us so | was the one against the wall .

I gasped when my back hit the bricks gently as he let go, placing his hands on the
wall next to my waist and head . My heart was thudding as | looked into his eyes
that held that hunger and something more ... something that was making my
stomach knot . The urge to see what would happen if I said it ... ” Say it , kitten .”
He murmured, leaning closer . My gaze Flickered to his lips and licked my own,
drawing his attention to them.

His eyes flashed and darkened a carnal desire . Our hearts were racing and his
chest brushed mine, | brought my hands up, placing them on his chest as | stared
into his eyes . ” Alpha Ray- " | stopped when the lights flickered , and m y stomach
twisted . | grabbed his shirt, fear enveloping me . The surge of magic that Filtered
into the air made my blood run cold . ” What is it ? " He asked, glancing at the
lights that were now stable . ” They're here.

" | whispered .” Already ? | thought you said we had time ? ” He asked, looking
around .” They're close . We need to get out of here ! ” | panicked . He didn’t
question me and took my hand, pulling me towards the back entrance . ” Rayhan
you should go ! I don’t want you caught up in this ! ” We stepped into the rain that
was pouring down in torrents .

The bitter cold stung m e, and | was instantly drenched . Neither of us had
stopped to grab our jackets . ” Shit ... ” He muttered . | knew he had caught their
scent as he broke into a run, pulling me along . ” Listen Delsanra, I'm going to
hold them off . Take my phone . The passcode is 3275 | want you to call Chris, he
will help you . Head back to the penthouse . Keep yourself hidden . | will-

nn

They'll kill you ! There’s more than one, Rayhan!” | cried , panic consuming
me . What was he thinking ?! ” | should be able to hold them off . Don’t worry
about-"" Are you for real ?! Are you telling me- " A flash of lightning in the sky
made me stop . That was not a natural bolt of lightning ... The magic laced in the
sky was clear . ” There's no time ... Please Rayhan, go."” " | begged.

I needed him safe . Something told me this time | wouldn’t be able to run ... The
coven had clearly sent some of their strongest and not just lone witches like
before ... " Rayhan ! ” I shouted, stopping in my tracks and pulling free .

He turned and looked at me . The rain had already soaked us both . ” Listen to
me ."” | pleaded, cupping his face . | didn’t know what we were ... But | did know
he was someone who cared ... And because of that, | would not let him die
because of me, just as Lilly and Alfred had .

He meant so much more to me and no matter what, | didn’t want him to lose his
life . 1 knew what | had to do ... cast a spell of obedience ... one of the ones | was
lucky enough to know . | took a deep breath and whispered the incantation . The
painful tug in my chest ripped through me as | drew upon my powers. | stared
into his eyes , watching them widen in surprise as he looked at me.

Go . Leave me here and don’t look back . ‘| commanded . But his next words took
me by surprise .



" Not happening . ” He said firmly , stunning me into silence . | couldn’t reply, as
he began running, pulling me along . The only thought that rushed through my

mind was that the spell hadn’t worked , although | had cast it properly and | had
felt the tug inside me . How was it possible ?
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I don’t know what she tried to pull there, but it didn't work , and it shocked her.
If she thought | would leave her, then she had another thing coming . There was
no way | would ever leave her behind ... but it warmed my heart that she at least
was worried about me . | wanted to tease her about it but now was not the time .

Maybe | should shift, and she could ride m e . Ok, fuck, that just led to a bad
image . At a time like this , was my mind seriously going there ? Yup , it was . Shit.
I knew she was capable of hiding herself, but she was refusing to listen."”
Rayhan, please ... go ! ” She whispered, | could sense them now too . There were
three.

" Never . I'm telling you to go, kitten . Why don’t you listen to me ?” | murmured,
pulling her into a side alleyway . Trying to listen for the witches . Just as she
whispered a spell, | Felt something wrap around us . She placed a finger on my
lips before | could even speak, and | got that she wanted me to stay silent."” So,
she’s mixing with the mutts ?

" A cold voice came . ” I'm sure | smelled one . "” A second scornful voice came . ”
Maybe they've taught her a lesson ... ” Anger filled me, but Delsanra stayed
calm.

" Oh, who knows ... She's close, | bet she's trying to hide ... search ! ” The voice
was no different to me, yet it made her heart thunder . | could see the anxiety,
fear and panic on her face as she clutched onto me tightly . ” What is it ? " | asked ,
ever so quietly . She looked up at me, but simply shook her head .

The anguish in her eyes made my heart ache and | wrapped my arms around her
tightly . I hoped the spell she performed was strong enough to withhold but |
wished she had left and protected herself . Her heart was racing disturbingly fFast
and | wondered if it was the fear, or the usage of power.

The witches were strong , their auras seeped into every crevasse and corner around

us . The sound of their heels echoing on the cobbled streets rang in our ears despite
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the downpour . They stepped out of the darkness , as one ... all three turning towards

the alley we were in . Shit ... somehow they knew ...

All three were dressed in black . From their pants to their high neck tops , the band on
their arms told me they were no small enemy ... The smell of blood filled my nose , I
looked down sharply . Fuck , she was bleeding from her nose . > Shit ... > I muttered .

Worry rushed through me as I wiped it away .

» Rayhan , please run ... »> She whispered pleadingly . No. Sorry . I felt the force that
had encircled us dissipate . — > Nice trick . > The middle one said coldly , her eyes
fixed straight on us , and I knew that whatever spell Delsanra had performed had

gone .

A cold smirk crossed her face , her long blonde hair was pulled into a high ponytail
and her blue eyes were fixed on Delsanra , but what irked me was the unbridled

hatred in them . » It’ s been a long time , sister ... > The woman said icily . My eyes
snapped to Delsanra , now realising why those blue eyes seemed somewhat familiar .
If it wasn 't for the way Delsanra had tensed , I would have thought it was just a form

of greeting ...

But the hatred and tension between them was suffocating . Even if they were blood ,
it was clear they were enemies . I didn’t ponder on it for long , assessing the
situation ... Right now , I was at a disadvantage . Three witches ... » You are no sister
of mine . »” Delsanra said , coldly trying to pull away from me . I let go slightly but
stood close to her . I could feel her aura , although it was suppressed , she was still
strong , but even I could tell in her current state she was weaker than the three before

us . ” The coven summons you , daughter of darkness .

»» The woman with ebony skin and long braids spoke . Her sharp eyes pierced into
mine before flitting between the both of us . > Let her come with us , son of Selene ,
and we will let you live . » Something told me this woman wasn’t as bad as the one

in the middle . > I want nothing to do with the coven .

» Delsanra said quietly . I could hear her heart racing . »> You have no choice . > The
woman said , looking at her two companions . > Bind her , but do NOT hurt her . »
Her eyes flashed and a blinding beacon of lightning came straight at us . I jumped to

the side , pushing Delsanra behind me protectively .



There was no way in hell I was going to let them take her ! We moved back as another
blast of power rushed towards us , forcing us to retreat . I was about to shift when she

grabbed the hem of my shirt and pulled m e close .

»» We won '’ t survive if we fight them . ” Her words were so faint , that I barely heard
them . »? Please . »? »» Just kill the mutt ! »» The blonde screeched . I felt Delsanra rest

her head against my back , sending a rush of pleasure through me .

I frowned , my eyes blazing . Time to shift and teach these witches that no one messes
with my mate . I tried to move , but her grip tightened and she began whispering a
spell , her aura swirling around her . »* Del ... »* I felt my body go heavy . I couldn’t
speak , my heart was slowing down ... what ... was ... this ? » Live ... and forget

me ....

» T looked at her with confusion in my eyes . Those were the words she mouthed as I
fell face forward to the ground . Shit ... She used the last of her abilities to fucking

spell me ?!1 felt the weight of the spell force my eyes shut as I lay in the puddle of
water from the downpour . > Oh , you killed him ?  ?’ Her sister asked , mockingly .
I couldn’t move , but their voices rang in m y head . > One less wolf is better for us

all . > » He isn’t dead ...

She’s- »”  He isn’ t a part of this . I will come with you without putting up a fight if
you let him go . . »” Delsanra said coldly . ” Wise choice , daughter of darkness . > The
third witch added .

» T still think we should fry him , justin 11 case . »> No , from his aura , it’s clear he
is an Alpha wolf ... It’ s best not to anger any pack right now ... Come , we have

achieved our purpose . > No ... all I could think of was how she had willingly given
herself up because of me .... i n order to save my damn life ... I should have let her

leave this town .

Delsanra ... | struggled against the spell that was weighing down on me, but
there was nothing | could do ... She was leaving me, and | was here, uselessly
just letting it happen . | will find you, kitten, I won't let anything happen to
you ... That's my fucking promise to you . The pain in my chest was suffocating
me more than anything else . | had promised t o protect her, but she had been
the one to protect me ... Fuck.
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I had never felt more broken than I did as | walked away from him , glad the rain
had mixed with the tears that streamed down my cheeks . Each step felt heavy,
the urge to turn and run back to him was fighting m e . | didn’t know it was
possible to care fFor someone this much, that knowing I'll never see them again
hurt to the point | couldn’t breathe . The pain in my chest was drowning me and |
realised that | had never been happier than | had been in the last few days .

The banter, the playful teasing, his subtle flirting ... or full — on at times ... The
way he cared for me ... He had made a place in my heart for himselFf ... Yes, in
this broken, cracked heart . | wasn’t worthy of his time or feelings, and | was Far
too broken to give him what he had wanted ... but ...

You know when they say that you only realise something’s value when it’s

gone ... That is true . Right now, | regret not apologising for calling him a mutt or
dog . For not telling him that, despite the fact that he was a werewolf, | wasn’t
scared of him . | wanted to tell him that he was the closest thing | had to a friend
and that yes, | considered him one. | felt something for him that | could not put a
name to ...

That maybe if we had the time, I'd get over my Fear of werewolves, or at least of
him . My lips quivered as Amoria yanked me away . | turned and glanced back at
his body that lay on the ground under my spell, | had to slow his body functions
just so he would let me go . Yes, he was an Alpha, a strong one at that, but the
witches before us were powerful . | had to, for his own good.

The rain poured down o in him, and my heart ached as | looked at him one last
time . Goodbye ... I'm sorry, Rayhan, for everything . We turned a corner, and |
saw a sleek black car was awaiting us . The three women walked towards it
swiftly , with Amoria dragging me along . They had truly wanted to capture me,
the three witches were proof of that.

Amoria, one of the strongest of our generation . Danaima, | remembered was a
fire element witch . She was strong and temperamental just like her red hair
portrayed . The last was Elizia, she could control the weather and earth . She was
considered a protégée but unlike the other two, she was level headed . She was
one of the ones who never abused me as a child ...

I wondered if | could plead my freedom from her ? Danaima grabbed my arm,
shoving me into the car. My vision spun when | hit the opposite window , and |
stumbled as | tried to catch my balance .
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I had used the last ounce of my ability to create a small barrier over Rayhan, just
in case . It would Fade away soon, and by then | hoped we'd be far away . Forget
about me, Rayhan . Find yourself a beautiful she — wolf to call your own . The
thought itself hurt , but what could I do ? This was my fate . Ultimately, | was a
prisoner once again . Elizia and Danaima got in on either side , and Amoria took
the front passenger seat.

" Let's go, Cheyne ."” Amoria said, looking at the man in the driver’s seat .
Cheyne ... Amoria’s long time crush . From a young age, she had always said how
she would marry him . The son of one of the oldest witch families . He didn’t even
glance at me as he gave her a nod and drove out onto the road . It seemed many
had moved to England ... Cheyne was in America when | had been sold to the
Warden .

" Knock her out, Danaima, she shouldn’t see where we are going . ” ” With
pleasure . ” The last thing | felt was a sharp pain in my neck, and then , my world
went black . | awoke to a burning pain around my wrists and neck . A scream tore
from my lips as | clawed at my neck . They had used magical cuffs to bind me, and
they were like stinging nettles biting into my skin ; only a thousand times

worse . ” Calm down or it will only get hotter.” A calm yet cold voice spoke .

| tensed as everything came rushing back and I realised where | must be . | looked
around, I was in some sort of room, or should | say, a holding cell . The symbols
engraved into the walls and floor consisted of many barrier spells .

This was the strongest type of prison one could ever build and once activated the
one who was bound inside could never leave willingly . It was similar to what
Endora had put me i n, only hers required her to be close.

This was just so much stronger ... A cell where the one bound is unable to
perform magic. | looked away from the cold stone walls and at the woman before
me . High Witch Eldridge Alden, Cheyne's mother. So, she was here too ...

Her streaked grey and black hair was pulled into a sleek low bun and she was
looking at me with a cold sneer . ” Do you know the punishment for running
away ? " | looked at her sharply . Running away ? " | never-"

" Do not speak unless spoken to ! ” She thundered , snapping her fingers .

A surge of pain rushed through me , numbing my hands as it spread from my
wrists up my arms and through my body . The cuff tightened and only when |
stopped struggling did it ease up ever so slightly . ” You ran Delsanra Diana
Silver, you assisted Endora , and you delved into dark magic . You will atone for
your crimes daughter of darkness . And you will fulfil your purpose . ” She spat
icily .

“ldidn’t run away . ” | tried again quietly . Gasping when the collar tightened , my
eyes stung from the pain . She scoffed , shaking her heads . ” Your father told us
what happened . Don’t you dare lie ! But what more can we expect from an
abomination .



" She hissed as she came over, removing a coiled whip from her belt . My stomach
sank . Flashes of painful memories passed before my eyes, and | closed them
tightly . I knew what would come next ... but | was calm . It wasn’t like | wasn’t
used to this .

When the first lash struck my back , my breath hitched as the stinging pain
slammed through me . ” You will learn to respect your elders and t o not answer
back . ” She struck me again and a small whimper escaped my lips .

" Stubborn ... you have pride ? Do you think you are worthy of that ? ” She
chanted a spell and this time when the whip touched me, | screamed in agony , it
felt like a hundred whips had lashed me at the same time . ” Better. Now, let’s
begin.” I tried to summon my powers, to break the bonds around me, but they
only tightened.

The pain only grew and no matter how hard I tried , there was nothing | could
draw on and soon | couldn’t even focus . Lash after lash, the pain was crippling
me . It had been a while since my last beating ... but the memory was all too

fresh . This pain ? You don't forget it ... Warm liquid ran down my back and | knew
she had drawn enough blood to paint this very room in.

She didn’t stop and I tried to count to focus on anything but the pain . Rayhan.
His face swam in my mind and | grabbed onto his memory . Trying to think of him
and only him . She didn’t stop, and | could no longer cry out . My heart was
palpating fast and my vision was blurring . She breathed heavily looking at me . ”
Look at your arrogance . Even now you won'’t lower that head of yours ?

" She spat, backhanding me across the face . ” High Witch Eldridge , surely we are
not meant to be dealing out a punishment like this without a proper council
meeting . ‘11| looked up to see the woman who had spoken, and | felt a sliver of
hope . High Witch Magdalene, the strongest of the high witches . She was here
too ... Her stoic face was cold as she looked me over, her lips pursed .

" High Witch Magdalene, with all do respect, we can all agree, she deserves
this, " Eldridge said quietly . Both were powerful but | was sure Magdalene held
more prominence . ” Perhaps .| don’t disagree , but if she is beaten without us
first finding the answers, it is wrong no matter how low of a criminal she is . ” She
said , snapping her fingers as she whispered a spell and the cuffs vanished .

I crumbled to the floor, not even realising they were holding me up . I couldn’t
move . The agonising pain that was blistering through my back had me captive,
and it was taking my all to simply not give in to the darkness that was calling me
so welcomingly .

" My daughter and I will do the honours tomorrow . ” A voice | never wanted to
hear ever again came. | looked up slowly , my gaze falling on my s o - called
father . He hadn’t changed much, the contempt and hatred in his cold blue eyes
was still the same , Amoria stood by his side , arms crossed .

" Elder Samson, as you wish . After all,, she caused you great distress by running
away . " Magdalene said with a nod . How was that even fair ? It was his word



against mine ! Could no one see that | was not lying ? But | couldn’t speak, | was
barely keeping my eyes open ; my body was too weak to move .

One word stood out as | stared at the man before me . ‘ Elder * meaning he was a
senior of the coven now . Great, give power to the abusers . ” We will perform
the spell in public and everyone can see what happened that night."”.

" He said coldly . I didn't get it ... how could he promise to d o that, surely they
would see he was lying ... ? Unless he had another plan ... My stomach twisted as
| looked at him Fearfully . Magdalene and Eldridge nodded . ” Very well , after
that, we shall see what will happen next . ” Eldridge said .

The two women walked out, leaving me alone with my father and sister . ” Seems
she’s been whoring it out . Look at the lips . Let me wipe that gunk off for you . ”
Amoria remarked, stepping forward .

She grabbed my face roughly, digging her nails into my cheeks , and was about to
wipe my lips when | yanked away with a surprising strength I didn’t know I still
possessed after that beating . No, Rayhan put that on me ... The thought
brought tears to my eyes . God ... | was useless . ” Oh ? You've grown a

backbone ?! ” She was about to slap me one when Samson spoke .

" Don’t . We need to respect the Coven’s wishes . Do as | said , and then let’s
leave , tomorrow we shall see what happens . ” Do what ? | could only watch her
as she whispered a spell and jabbed a finger in my forehead and my eyes
fluttered shut as something filled my mind . My heart thudded as | watched
myself pack a small bag and escape from the mansion , what was this ?

Samson ran after me, but | created a huge flame as he shouted for Amoria and
Elinai It took me a few seconds to realise they were planting false memories in
my head, so tomorrow when | was present before the elders, | would be the
obvious culprit .

But that was normal, right ? | was never the victim, | was a criminal who was
punished and abused . I didn't move , even when she shoved me away and
stepped back, I simply lay there . She re - activated the cuffs with a spell before
turning away .

" Tomorrow she will be trialled for helping Endora . ” Amoria said with
humourless laugh . a I didn’t hear what Samson replied but | didn’t care either. |
just ... I was tired of life | truly was ... ... No one listened, no one cared . Except
him . Yes, deep down, | knew he cared ...

Rayhan...
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Empty . That's how | Felt . The spell she had cast held for a solid ten minutes, but
it felt like years . | was helpless as my mate was taken away from me . | had tried
to track them down the moment it let up, but there was no scenttogoon.|
didn’t let that stop me . All night | continued to try to sniff her out, but it was
clear they had used strong magic to cover their tracks .

| Felt useless , numb and broken . | wished she was in front of me, telling me she
hated me . I'd take that any day over this parting . The sun was now rising, and |
had nothing . I returned to the penthouse , which suddenly felt big and cold
without her presence.

The rage and anger my wolf was feeling wasn’t helping . | needed to clear my
head and get a team together. | didn’t care if anyone found out my mate was a
witch or not. If the coven wants a war, I'll give them one . | needed to call for a
tracking squad . Although | knew that even that wasn’t going to be as easy as it
sounded . My phone beeped, and | saw an incoming email from Uncle Al .

The requested files ... A little late for that, | thought coldly . But his message
that was attached calmed my anger a little . ” If you need anything else,
manpower or shit, you know where lam."” 2) | appreciated that, but first I'll try
my own pack . I rang Dad but he didn’t answer.

What the hell ? Pick up, Dad ... | tried calling him three times, but it just kept on
ringing . Dad was never great with his phone . | think he and Kiara were the worst
I knew . Their phones were often on silent . Beta Jack would usually be the go -
to to get through to Dad, or at this time of day, Mom ... But | was not going to
ring her . | tried Chris next, not caring that it was barely 5 am . Pick up, man ...

" Ray ? " His voice , which was thick with sleep , came . ” Chris, | need you to get
Dad to call me . The coven has taken Delsanra, | need a team so | can get her
back . "” I said quietly, i f he sounded terrible , | sounded worse .

I had never heard such desperation in my voice before ... What was this ? | was
considered one of the strongest Alphas of my generation, but now without her, |
felt weak and useless . | dropped to the floor, leaning against the coffee table,
remembering how we had sat here just last night .

Her scent lingered , a painful reminder that she was no longer here . ” Whoa,
back up for a second ... Ray, we can’t be reckless ... The coven is full of witches .
We need to plan this first . ” | didn’t care that his point was valid, | just needed
her ...

" No, she's suffered too much for me to waste time, Chris . "” I said , standing up
and pacing the room . " But you know what ? You're right, | don’t have time to
play politics ; I'll find her on my own .
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" Hey ... I'm not saying you're alone . I'm just saying that to get a team together,
it's going to take time . We are stronger together, you know that . Wolves are
not meant to fight alone . ” Why didn’t he get it ? My mate was out there alone ...

She had suffered way too fucking much to have to deal with this shit.” I don’t
have time to waste, tell Dad to call me as soon as possible.” ” | get that, Ray ...
But do you really think it’s that easy ? Think calmly right now you cant-""
Because I'm not the Alpha ? ” I said bitterly . | knew he was telling the truth, if |
told Dad the full truth, even if he willingly helped , he'd want to make sure our
men were safe ...

Which was valid , but in turn, it would waste precious time . ” All I'm saying is we
need to think carefully ...

"1getit.!'min this alone . That's fine- " " Hey, listen, it's not that . You're never
alone when me and the girls are with you, and we will always have your back .
Look , your dad and mom are leaving today For your cousins ‘ pre - wedding
parties . ” He was wide awake now . He inhaled sharply , and | heard him snap his
fingers .” But | may have a plan . Do not do anything reckless, Rayhan | know
you ...

I'll be there by 3 pm at the latest , with the perfect backup .” | knew | was
reckless, | acted on my emotions quickly , but do you blame me ? My mate was
taken prisoner, and | don’t know what she’s gone through. " Make it 1."” I said
quietly . " Deal . We will find her . Look Ray ... She’s been through a lot and
survived . She's a survivor, and she will be able to hold her own until we get
there.

nn

I didn’t reply as | hung up, frustration and despair filling me . Well,, if he'll
come by 1 pm, then in that time | better start planning and assessing everything .
Going to the bedroom that Delsanra occupied, | took my tablet and charger from
the wardrobe and plugged it into the socket . | wouldn't just sit by and do

nothing . This room smelt of her and it comforted m e, calming the storm
brewing within .

I sat down on the bed, thinking back to her in this room ... The makeup was still
scattered on the bed ... just as we had left it last night . | brushed my hand over
the bedding . Delsanra ... I'll find you kitten . | swear I won't rest till I do .

| knew where the coven was located roughly, although magic hid the precise
location, but I'd find it . | spent the next few hours scouring every inch of the
country until I had drawn up a few possible locations . Although the main base
was near London, there were a few smaller bases around the country . My gut
instinct told me that she was taken to their main base . It had to be ...

| pulled up the map of the area and, after a good while, | looked down at the
circle | had made on my tablet screen . | wasn’t sure how close | was, but that was
my best bet ... My heart clenched painfully as | thought o F my kitten . | know
you're there, Delsanra and | will find you . No matter what . CHRIS Any sleep |
had vanished the moment . Rayhan told me Delsanra was gone .



I was just glad he was ok, I also knew this situation was shit . | stretched, looking
at the she — wolf I had brought home last night . Even with a woman in my bed ,
the emptiness inside me remained . Women were a momentary reprieve from this
feeling, but even then, it wasn't enough .

I was twenty - four and still had not found my mate . | often joked about how |
was glad, and that I didn’t want one, but really, I just didn’t want to throw my
excess baggage on her. Maybe it'll be better if | never found her. 1got out of
bed, quickly showered and got dressed . | left before she even woke up ; | always
did . As for my plan, although | wasn’t sure this was the wisest decision , the idea
I had involved a certain she — wolf.

One who i s currently under my watch .... I reached the mansion, keeping to the
shadows . It was pretty early, but I also knew the layout and the guards
patrolling . For a pack member, it wasn’t hard to sneak in over the walls into the
Alpha mansion.

| knew what room was Raihana’s but would her window be open o In this cold
night ? | doubted it ... Swiftly , | made my way around to the back and climbed up
to her window . Things would have been so much easier if only I'd had her
number ... which I didn’t.

| tapped lightly on her window , hoping she would wake up . The curtains were
drawn and | couldn’t see much past the pale pink fFabric that covered the
windows . | could see the glow of a lamp on as well . | tapped slightly louder,
frowning when I heard nothing.

But then again, they were soundproof windows . Come on, princess , open up. |
was about to knock again when the curtains were pulled open, giving me an
incredible view of what one could only describe as a sex goddess .

Her womanly curves were clad in a tiny dusky pink nightdress , that barely
reached mid - thigh . The fabric strained at her breasts ; her hardened nipples
were outlined perfectly . Damn , she wasn’t wearing a bra ...

She ran her hand through her sleep - tussled hair a s she looked at me sleepily,
her lips set in a pout as she leant down to pull the window open, giving me a full
fucking eyeful of her tits . | felt myself twitch and swore in my head .

Am | getting turned on by my best friend’s little sister ? No fucking way . Kill me
now . That was one fucking code | could not break ... She was the one woman |
could never have .
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