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e §'hivered but my reaction stemmed more from the

feeling of his voice caressing me than the weather.
He spoke in a quiet resonant voice that wrapped
around me like a warm and heavy blanket. If his
presence felt like home, his low, distinct voice felt

like a hug.

Still, I could not shake off the effect of his presence.
He had a forbidden aura and sharp eyes that
watched me like a hawk. I trembled inside me with
fear yet he had done nothing to me. If I ever

angered this man —

His steely gaze narrowed on me as I took my time
supplying my name. It was not that I did not want
to tell him — it was just — His presence unnerved

me. I felt a suffocating urge to hide or cower out




“Yes, Alpha,” I responded like a broken record to

the underlying command in his tone.

“I.am not your Alpha.” His thumb stroked my
bottom lip, sending more shivers racing down my
spine. It felt like waves of electricity flowed from
his body to mine with his thumb caressing my
bottom lip and his eyes roamed my face. “Yet.”
With those words, he leaned into me, his hand
gripping my jaw in place. Then he put his lips on

mine and kissed me.
It was fire.

A blazing heat poured off him into me, scorching
my skin and warming my insides as his lips moved
against mine in a rough, dominant kiss. His velvety
lips on mine sent a sharp shot of desire through
me, like an aphrodisiac that sparked a deep,
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‘He did something wicked with his tongue that
pulled a low, lewd sound from me. My guts
tightened, fire pooled at the pit of my stomach and
I squeezed my thighs together. Breathless, I tried
pulling away but his lips chased mine, recapturing
my bottom lip between his teeth.

Out of nowhere, someone wrenched him off me
with explosive violence that startled me out of my
haze of lust. I opened my half-shut eyes to see Kade
standing before the bed, blocking me from Cahir’s
sight. Peeking around Kade, I saw Cahir’s face

contort with his eyes hardening.

“Alpha Cahir, what is the meaning of this?” Kade
growled, crossing his arms and widening his stance.
His tone had a sharp edge and waves of anger

poured off him. I “l“‘l" .
i

“Do you understand what yo




the two men but I did not wan
in the middle of it.

“Alpha Cahir - “ Kade began but my mate cut h‘irn',"_“_]:
off.

“Kade, I will give you five seconds to step aside. One

—“ He held his gaze as he counted.

I wanted to say something to diffuse the building
tension choking me but nothing came to mind. My

legs quivered, urging me to leave, but I just found

my mate and my body was loathe to leave him

behind with a fight brewing.

“I did not invite you here for you to —“ Kade’s
words were cut off when a blow landed on his
mouth, causing blood and spittle to fly out, almost

touching me.




head-butted into him and toppled him to the
ground, getting on top of him in a second.

He raised his fist and slammed it against Cahir’s
head - at least, he tried to. His fist connected with
the hard ground and the door went flying open in
that minute.

“What the fuck?” His beta, Aristo, rushed into the
room and pushed Kade off him. Kade stumbled,
rolled away and then rose to his knees, then his

feet. He tried to charge at Cahir again but Aristo

stood in his way.

“The fuck do you think you are doing?” The Beta
barked. “What in the absolute hell is going on in
here!” He looked around the room and his i

‘wandering eyes fell on me. “You — Wh




The door that Aristo left half-open fully opened to

accommodate Alpha Warren and the doctor. Both

men stopped at the threshold of the room, looking
at the four of us in the room with suspicious eyes.
Then Alpha Warren noticed the ruffled look on his
son, making him step inside with concern creasing

his weather-beaten face.

“Alpha Cahir, it is an honour to have you and your
Beta grace our event.” He stood at his son’s side

with his back stiff and straight.

“Warren.” Cahir’s voice was void of emotion as he
addressed the outgoing Alpha. “Are you the
doctor?” He addressed the other man standing in

the room in his pristine white suit.




“Beta Grace told me it was not so serious so I stayed

to listen to our Alpha finish his speech out of

respect.” The doctor did not see anything wrong in
his statement or behaviour. He still had an amiable
smile on his face, unable to read the room but Alpha
Warren looked like he wanted to smack him upside

the head.
“I feel like I am missing something,” Aristo said.

“Alpha Cahir, can you explain what you were doing
with her?” Kade growled, his fists clenched at his

side.

“Can we take this discussion to my office?” Alpha

Warren interjected.

“Did you get the information I asked
asked Aristo.
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Al-"V'exyone was talking but no one seemed to have :'.
any interest in keeping a topic going. Everyone said '
what they had on their mind and the tension in the
air heightened with Cahir and Kade still eyeing each
other.

“Why would you need information on our

member?” Warren asked.

“She poured hot water on the girl over there.”

Aristo pointed me out. “Cahir hates bullies so —“

“Shut up.” Aristo stopped speaking at Cahir’s
command. “Not only do I hate bullies, Warren, I
also hate Alphas that ignore bullying, doctors that
would rather socialize than attend to their patients,

and mutts that get in my way.” His last words were
directed at Kade. '

“I —“ Warren paused, looking from his soi
- “Idomotunderstand”
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