
Train Ride and What's A Bond?

It was currently September 1st, and Harry and Draco were scrambling to get

their things together to meet up with the Weasleys and Hermione. They

planned that they would get there separately, but meet up on the platform so

they could get a compartment together. a215

"Draco! Did you remember to pack your muggle clothes for Hogsmeade!?"

Harry yelled from downstairs. a12

"Yeah I did! Did you remember to cover up your marks!?" Draco yelled back

down stairs. a118

"I did! Come one, let's go!" Harry hurried. Draco quickly checked his disguise

in the mirror, ran downstairs and quickly linked arms with Harry, before they

flooed to Kings Cross Platform 9 3/4. a160
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When they got there, they immediately spotted Ron's red head in the crowd.

They pushed their way through. a43

"Oh, there you are mate! We were wondering where you are. Come on,

Hermione saved us a compartment at the back of the train." Ron yelled over

the crowd, a er they said their goodbyes to Molly and Arthur, they boarded

the train. When they got to the very last compartment in the back, they

spotted Hermione sitting there, waiting. a13

"Oh there you are!" Hermione giggled before giving Harry a hug. Harry gladly

accepted it. "Come in, quickly." She ushered. When everyone was inside the

compartment, Draco placed some privacy charms on all the walls and doors.

They waited for the train to leave the platform, before they started planning.

Harry rummaged through his trunk pocket, before pulling out a brass

bracelet. Draco repeated the same charm that he used on Harry's and

Hermione's bracelet, before handing it to Ron. a17

"Here, put this on." Draco said. Ron complied, and watched as the bracelet

shrunk a little. When he looked up, he was shocked. a6

"Wicked, mate." Draco smiled at his response. a219

"Ok, so is there anything last minute we should discus about Philip?"

Hermione asked. Harry nodded. a10

"Me and Philip were thinking about something..." Harry intertwined his finger

with Draco. "Maybe we could say that Philip isn't related to me, and that we

are dating...?" Harry said wearily. Ron and Hermione just blinked a couple

times. a169

"I don't see a problem with that. No one knows who Philip is, so it shouldn't

be a problem." Hermione said. a95

"Yeah, but how do you think the school is going to react when The-Boy-Who-

Lived shows up with a foreign exchange student as a boyfriend." Ron pointed

out. Harry frowned a little. a22

"How accepting is the wizarding world anyways?" Harry asked. a41

"They are very accepting since the gay wizard community are usually the

ones to adopt the half breeds, squibs, and orphans. They take in the children

who have no where else to go to." Hermione answered. Harry and Draco let

out an audible sigh, while leaning more against each other. a474

"So, should we tell Ron about the growling, or is he going to be kept in the

dark?" Hermione interjected. Harry and Draco sti ened a little. a30

"Growling? What, is there something you want to tell me?" Ron started. Harry

and Draco groaned, before closing the blinds on the door and window,

before taking their jackets o , and revealing their marks. a46

"Me and Harry growl when we feel like the other is in danger or if we are mad.

Pretty much its the same rules as Vela mates. Except me and Harry have

Phoenix Bonds, which means we were Phoenixes in a past life." Draco

explained simply, as Ron gaped at the large marks. Over the summer, the

marks have grown all the way down to their elbows, and it wrapped around

their arms now. And it covers their entire shoulder, and a small portion of

their backs. a206
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"Wicked." Ron said amazed. Harry and Draco pulled on their clothes and sat

down curled around each other. a79

"That's not it though." Draco started. a17

"Phoenix Bonds are rare, and said to be extinct. Each Phoenix Bond has a

di erent animal mark that represents their magic powers. Merlin was said to

have had a Phoenix mark, which means we are in the same power range as

Merlin. We also can heal each other. And we had to get new wands." Harry

added. Both Draco and Harry pulled out their new wands to show Ron,

before pocketing them back. Ron had a weird look of shock and awe on his

face. a58

"Coool." Ron commented as he leaned back. Hermione rolled her eyes at his

simple statement. a138

"But remember." She pointed a finger at Harry. "Don't get carried away, or

you might growl. It would be more explainable if Philip growled, but if you

growl, its game over." She said seriously before releasing the compartment of

the charms Draco placed, and she rolled the blinds back up. a199

For the rest of the ride, they all talked and laughed about nonsense. One or

two people had accidentally looked inside the compartment, and saw Harry

snuggled up next to someone new, and so it spread like wild fire throughout

the train. At the end of the train ride, even the teachers knew about the new

couple. a283

When they got o  the train, they boarded the Thestral drawn carriages, and

rode to Hogwarts. a26
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When the group got there, Professor McGonagall pulled Philip over. a11

"Dumbledore filled me in on you. You are going to be the first sorted, before

the 1st years. Go to the front of the line." She ordered gently, but with a firm

hand. Draco complied and walked to the front of the 1st years. a129

"Hello, and welcome back students! We will begin the sorting of the 1st years

in a minute, but first, we have a transfer student that needs to be sorted.

Now, Black, Philip!" Dumbledore called. Draco walked to the familiar hat,

and heard it whisper in his mind. a21

"Hmm, I can see the predicament Mr. Malfoy, or should I say Mr. Black. No

worries, I will not tell anyone. I can see you have changed over the years. You

are still clever and cunning, but your heart is very pure. I think a resorting

aught to be placed." The hat whispered in his mind. a253

The hat yelled out. "Better be, Grifindor!" Soon all the Grifindor's were

shouting happily at the new member. Draco made his way down the table,

and soon spotted Harry and the others. a712

"Congratulations." Hermione whispered. a24

"Congratulations." Harry said, before giving him a kiss on the cheek. This act

made Draco blush, but they all continued to watch the sorting of the 1st

years, and ate their feast. a122

When they were done, Draco followed Harry to where the dorms were. As

expected, when Harry opened up the door, another bed was placed next to

his, with his luggage in front of it. a14

"Looks like you're sharing a dorm with me." Harry winked, before he walked

over to his things, and unpacked everything. Draco did the same. A couple

minutes later, Dean, Seamus, Neville, and Ron walked in. a185

"Oh, hello Harry." Neville smiled and waved. He turned to Draco, and reached

out his hand. "And Philip, right? I'm Neville Longbottom." Draco nodded, and

shook his hand. Dean and Seamus were a bit weary though. a57

"I'm Dean, and he's Seamus." Dean commented, and pointed to each other.

Then they began packing without looking at Draco. a134

'A bit odd?' Draco thought. 'Maybe they don't like fruit cakes.' Draco laughed

in his mind. a348

When everyone was done unpacking, they all went to sleep in their respected

beds, to Harry and Draco's dismay. a192
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The next morning, Harry and Draco walked down to the Dining Hall, hand

and hand. They finally spotted Hermione and Ron at their places, and the

two made their way to get breakfast. a17

"There you are." Hermione commented. "You're late. Even Ron got here on

time. Here." Hermione handed Harry a piece of parchment. "Its your

timetables." She added, before she started piling up her plate with various

foods. Harry looked at his timetable. a20

Harry Potter

Monday~ Transfiguration

Tuesday~ Double Potions and Charms

Wednesday~ Defense Against the Dark Arts and Herbology

Thursday~ Potions and Double Transfiguration

Friday~ Defense Against the Dark Arts a376

"Well at least I only have one class today. Then I have the whole day o ."

Harry grinned. Harry pocketed his timetables, and reached in his pocket for

something else. He pulled out a familiar vial of potion. Draco visibly gagged. a44

"You have to drink this before you do your exams. You don't want Dumb-as-

a-door to read your mind, now would we." Harry whispered, as he handed

Draco the potion. Draco downed it quickly, and gagged at the taste, before

gulping down a goblet of pumpkin juice. They talked for a little bit, before

Hermione finally said it. a126

"It really annoys me at how people think its ok to stare and whisper about

other people in public." Hermione whisper shouted, while taking a bite of

toast. All around them, they could faintly hear people having mixed

reactions. Draco's face blushed a little as he heard what they were saying. a17

'Look over there. The new student looks so cool.' and 'Potter is gay?,' but

what made Draco's face turn bright red with anger, was when he heard

someone say far away, 'Fucking faggots.' Harry, Ron, and Hermione all heard

that particular statement since it was said at a normal voice level from across

the room. Harry sagged a little, while Hermione and Ron looked at Draco

expectedly. Just as they thought, Draco let out a quiet growl in his throat,

while Harry rubbed his shoulder to calm him down. It worked. a568

"Its ok. Don't let them get to you. It sounds like its just one person, okay?

There's always going to be someone who disagrees." Harry whispered. Draco

nodded his head, and kissed Harry on the forehead before standing up. a78

"I think I'll head down to Dumble-de's o ice early. The faster I finish my

exams, the better." Draco concluded. Everyone else nodded, and stood up.

They all walked out of the dining hall. Harry and Draco shared a quick peck

on the lips before Harry departed to Professor McGonagall's classroom, and

Draco departed to Dumbledore's o ice. Hermione walked to Arithmancy,

while Ron walked to Divination. a224
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The whole day went by normally. Harry was currently waiting for Draco in the

common room of the Grifindor tower. Dean and Seamus walked in. a28

"Hey Harry." They waved, as they walked into the dorms. Besides Harry, the

entire room was empty and quiet. He had already finished his homework and

studying for the day, and was just waiting. A couple minutes later, Neville

walked in. a20

"Hello, Harry." Neville greeted happily. Harry had an idea. a10

"Hey Neville? Are you done with all your classes and homework today?"

Harry asked. Neville thought for a moment. a7

"I'm done with my classes, and all I have is a short Herbology essay to finish."

Neville answered. a11

"Do you want to play a game of exploding snape with me?" a1.3K

"Um, sure, just let me put away my stu ." Neville said, before running into

the dorm, and emerging a minute later, and sitting across from Harry at the

table. For the next hour, they played various games, and chatted a little. a6

"So Harry, is it true that you and Philip are a thing?" Neville asked. Harry

looked up. a10

"Yeah, me and Philip are dating. Why do you want to know?" a20

"Just asking. I heard the rumor, and I wanted to know if it is true or not."

Neville said simply, as the deck of cards exploded. Neville slumped into his

chair. a38

"I have a question. Dean and Seamus have been acting weird around me and

Philip. Do they not approve or something?" Neville cracked a grin, before

shaking his head. a56

"Quite the opposite actually. Dean and Seamus have a secret relationship

going on, and I guess they were just a bit surprised that you were gay. But

don't tell anyone that!" Neville rushed. Harry chuckled. a847

"Its ok, I won't tell. At least now I know that they don't hate me." Harry said,

while creating another card tower. a37

Another hour or so later, Draco walked into the common room, dropped his

bags down on the ground, and face planted onto the couch. This made Harry

and Neville laugh. a57

"I can't believe I finished everything before dinner." Draco said through a

mu led voice. "I am so tired!" Draco whined, which earned him a loud

chuckle from Neville. The two walked over to him. Neville sat in a sofa chair,

but Harry walked over to Draco, and flicked the back of his head. a12

"Don't be a baby, I know you did well." Harry said, while sitting down where

Draco's feet where. a54

"What exams did you take?" Neville asked. Draco sighed, while sitting back

up, and laying his head on Harry's lap. He counted on his fingers. a9

"Potions, Defense, Charms, Transfiguration, Herbology." a9

"Wow, that's a lot." Neville commented. "Think you did good?" a11

Draco sighed. "I better have. I knew Potions, Defense, Charms, and

Transfiguration, but I had to study all summer for Herbology." a6

"Well, if you ever need any help with Herbology, I can lend a hand. Speaking

of, I have an essay to complete." Neville o ered, before walking back into the

dorms. Harry ran his fingers through Draco's hair. a58

"You know, I haven't really seen you with your natural hair. Usually its slicked

back." Harry commented. a50

"It looks horrible, doesn't it." Draco said. Harry laughed. a35

"Actually, I really like it this way. Now I can run my fingers through your hair

without getting stuck." He chuckled. They sat there is silence, and

accidentally fell asleep on the couch. a124
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It was around 5 in the evening when Hermione walked in the room, and saw

the two sleeping boys. He smiled to herself, and woke them up. a119

"Harry. Philip. Come on, you're going to be late for dinner." Hermione

scolded playfully as she shook Harry. Although when she shook Draco, he let

out a low growl, and she let go. Harry flicked his nose. a283

"Don't you growl at Hermione." Harry scolded. "Now wake up, and let's go

eat." Harry then stood up abruptly, which made Draco fall o  the couch. a242

"Ok, ok, I'm up." He groaned as he stood up. Harry giggled lightly, before

intertwining his fingers with Draco. The three then made their way do the

dining hall. a48

Of course, Ron was already there, shoveling food in his mouth at a rapid

pace. They all grimaced at Ron's poor manners, and sat down to eat. Half

way through, Draco looked at Hermione. a140

"Sorry if I scared you, Hermione. I didn't really mean it." Draco apologized. a13

"Its ok, I know you can't really control it." She said as she placed her

Arithmancy book on her lap, and continued eating. a8

Ron finally looked up from his meal. "What did he do?" He asked Hermione. a16

"It was nothing. I just tried to wake him up and he growled." Hermione said

simply, while continuing reading her book and eating dinner. a149

When everyone was done, they all said their goodnights, and headed to their

rooms. They all changed into their pajamas, slipped into bed, and slept until

morning. a44
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Next morning, when everyone was already dressed and eating, Professor

McGonagall walked over to Philip. a7

"I have your exam scores and your time tables. If you need any help with

figuring out where the classes are, just ask the Prefects. We tried to get you to

the same classes as Harry so he can help you out." She said, before handing

Draco two pieces of parchment, and walking away. Draco opened up his

exam scores first. a54

Philip Black

E= Exceeds Expectations

O= Outstanding

A= Acceptable

D= Dreadful

T= Troll

P= Poor a259

Potions~ E

Herbology~ O

Transfiguration~ E

Charms~ E

DADA~ O a507

Draco grinned happily, and showed Harry his grades. a3

"I passed Herbology!" Draco said excitedly. Harry grinned. Draco then

opened up his timetables. a9

Philip Black

Monday~ Transfiguration

Tuesday~ Double Potions and Defense Against the Dark Arts

Wednesday~ Herbology

Thursday~ Potions and Double Charms

Friday~ Defense Against the Dark Arts a28

Draco shared his timetable with Harry and Hermione. Ron was too busy

eating. a44

"Great, you and I have Potions, Defense, and Transfiguration together!" Harry

said excitedly. a14

"And we have Potions, and Double Charms together as well." Hermione

added. a42

The four chatted a little, before heading to class. Harry, Draco, and

Hermione walked together to Professor Snape's classroom. When they

entered, they sat down together in the back. A few minutes later, and

everyone was in class. Snape immediately walked into class, and started his

usual start of the year speech. Somehow, Harry made an Exceeds

Expectations the year before. a111

"And it looks like we have a new student in our class." Snape said, and

everyone's eyes trained onto Draco. a26

"Now tell me, what are the ingredients in a Felix Felicis potion?" Snape

asked. Without skipping a beat, Draco gave a perfect answer. a79

"Ashwinder egg, horseradish, squill bulb, anemone growth from the back of a

Murtlap, a dash of tincture of thyme, ground up Occamy eggshell, and a

sprinkle of powdered common rue. And to make it work, you need to say the

incantation 'Filixsempra.'" Draco said. Everyone was in shock, but Snape just

sneered. a95

"Correct." Snape drawled. "5 points to Grifindor." a696

"Now, today, you will create a very general potion, but di icult nonetheless.

It was made a couple centuries ago to expose magical creatures. Can anyone

tell me what it is called?" Snape asked. Hermione's hand shot up in the air. a213

"Really? No one. Pity. Well the potion we are creating today is called

'Animalium Magicis.' When a magical creature comes in contact with the

smoke, they glow, indicating a magical creature. It shouldn't take more than

20 minutes to complete. At the end, you will uncork your vials, and see if you

perfected it. You may start now." Every stood up, and got the necessary

ingredients. Harry got the ingredients, while Draco prepared their area. When

Harry got back, they started. a308

"Ok, make sure to chop the bezoar finely. And squish the boiled egg, not

crush it." Draco commented as he was stirring the cauldron. 20 minutes

passed, and everyone was presenting their potions. a41

"Anyone who's potion doesn't look a bright yellow, hand me your potions

now." Nearly half the class handed in their faulty potions. a13

"Now, anyone who's potion is the correct color, please make a line in the

front of the class. I have three di erent class magical creatures with me. The

C class should glow green, the B class should glow red, and the A class

should glow purple. A class is the highest class of magical creature, and C

class is the lowest. Dumbledore has let us test your potions on Fawkes, his

Phoenix." A second later, Fawkes erupted into flames, and appeared in front

of the class. Fawkes then flew around the room, and surprisingly landed on

Harry's shoulder. Every back away except for Draco. a111

"Hello Fawkes, I missed you." Harry said as he stroked Fawkes's feathers.

Fawkes let out a beautiful trill, and nibbled Harry's ear a ectionately, before

flying back onto Snape's desk. Every one was in shock at how friendly

Fawkes was to Harry. a116

"Well if you are done with your greetings, Mr. Potter, how about we continue

with the lesson." Snape snapped. He placed a Toad on the floor, and called

out for something names Bolty. Soon a crack was heard, and one of

Hogwarts elves appeared. a75

"Master Snape called Bolty, sir." The elf greeted. a28

"You wouldn't mind if we try out the students potions on you. Do not worry,

you won't get hurt or feel di erently in any way." Snape said. a50

The elf nodded his head. "Master Snape and students may try any potion

they want on Bolty, sir." Snape motioned to the three guests. a84

"The toad represents the C class, the elf represents the B class, and Fawkes

the Phoenix represents the A class. When you walk over to them, uncork your

bottle, and let the smoke seek out the creature. Failure to do so results in a

failing grade." Snape finished. The first pair walked up to the 3 creatures, and

tested out their potion's smoke. Nothing happened. Each person a er that

was actually able to produce a glowing color from the creatures, but could

never get the correct color glowing. a25

Finally, it was Hermione's turn. When she uncorked her bottle, yellow smoke

whirled around the creatures. The toad glowed green, and Bolty glowed red,

but Fawkes glowed a dark blue a10

"Shame. You had 2/3 correct. Fail." Snape said. Hermione looked like she was

about to cry. Other than Divination, that was the only time she ever failed

something. Now it was time for Harry and Draco's potion. a152

When the two stepped up, they uncorked their potion. The yellow smoke first

surrounded the 3 creatures, and they all glowed according to the class they

were. a9

"Correct. Now please-" Before Snape could say anything more, the cloud

grew bigger, and it enveloped Harry and Draco. They started to cough and

sputter. They grabbed onto each other, and fell to their knees. All of a

sudden, Harry and Draco started to glow a bright purple. The whole class

gasped. Slowly, Harry and Draco were falling down more, and were about to

pass out. Snape saw what was happening, and quickly reacted. He whipped

his wand out, and sent a strong gust of air to blow the smoke away. When the

smoke finally dissipated, Snape kneeled down, and handed them both a

potion. When Harry and Draco drank the potion, they stopped coughing.

Snape stood up and yelled. a283

"Class dismissed!" Everyone hurriedly ran out of class. Hermione was the last

out. Snape looked down at the two boys who were trying to stand up. They

used each other for support. a6

"So, what is it that I'm missing here?" Snape drawled while raising an

eyebrow. a35

"You two are either A class magical creatures, or you were so incompetent

that you were able to mess up the whole potion so badly, that it nearly

su ocated you. No doubt you probably mixed up a hard boiled egg with a

regular egg, Mr. Potter." Snape accused. a63

"And you may know how to make a Felix Felicis potion, but I bet you didn't

even check if the due date on the horseradish was correct, Mr. Black." Snape

taunted. Harry's face started slowly turning red. a40

"Incompetent and moronic as usual, I should have half a brain to-" Snape

was cut o  when Harry blew his top. Suddenly, Harry let out a loud snarl that

resounded through the room. Snape stopped talking, and glared at the two.

Draco grabbed Harry's arm, and was trying to comfort him. Snape smirked. a213

"Well it looks like I was wrong. You two are creatures in some sense. You pass.

But you will definitely want to keep your temper in check, Mr. Potter, or

people will start asking questions." Snape drawled, staring right into Harry's

eyes. a249

Harry spoke in a very dark and low voice, and leaned into Snape's face

intimidatingly. "I'll keep my temper in check in class, only if you don't insult

my mate." Harry then hooked his arm around Draco, grabbed their bags, and

strode out of class. a356

When outside, Harry sighed, and hugged Draco. a4

"I'm so sorry! I couldn't help myself, and I was really mad, and I just didn't

know what to do, and... I'm sorry." Harry sputtered to Draco. Draco rubbed

his back. a27

"Its ok, it will be fine. We will just ignore people if they ask questions, and act

like it never happened." Draco said. Harry nodded, and the two parted ways;

Draco to Defense, and Harry to Charms. a50
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The rest of the day went by relatively easy. No one asked them any questions,

but people did stare a little. At dinner, Harry and Draco recounted the

events a er potions to Hermione and Ron. Then they finished their

homework, and went back to their dormitories, and fell asleep. a147
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