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Zhong Tianli 's state1nent resounded deeply in 

everyone's hearts. It was better to lose one's 

dignity than one's life. Kneeling in front of the 

Han Residence was a s1nall issue if it 1neant that 

Han Jingru could spare their lives. 

However, for Zhong Mingguo who was the head 

of the Zhong family and had once declared war 

against the Han family, kneeling in front of the1n 

was pure humiliation. 

"Keep your mouth shut, Zhong Tianli. You have 

no right to speak,'' rebuffed Zhong Mingguo as 

he turned to Zhong Tianyi. 

Zhong Mingguo had long decided that Zhong 

Tianyi was the best person to succeed him as 

head of the family, so he believed that Zhong 

Tianyi would be able to get them out of this 

sticky situation. 

"Tianyi, you must think of a solution within these 

two days. You are our only hope. If you manage 

to solve this proble1n, I will immediately 1nake 

you the head of the family," Zhong Mingguo 

offered. 
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His state1ncnt was extremely encouraging. It had 

been Zhong Tianyi 's dream to be the head of the 

household all along. 

However, he was at a loss for what to do as well. 

How could Grandpa expect 111e to think of a 

solution to defeat Han Jingru? It is virtually 

impossible. 

Zhong Tianyi experienced firsthand the 

oppressing aura that Han Jingru exuded and how 

Chen Bao's resolve to fight back slowly 

crumbled. 

Even the arrogant members of the Ma1iial A1is 

Association had been beaten to a pulp by Han 

Jingru.Jf they could not defeat hi1n, ho� am I 

supposed to do that? 

"Grandpa, do you think that the Zhong family is 

more capable than the Martial Arts Association?" 

questioned Zhong Tianyi. 

Zhong Mingguo was well aware that every 

pro1ninent fan1ily in Yan City wanted to get in the 
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good books of the Martial Arts Association, 

which had a strong influence in the business 

world even though they were not connected with 

it. As long as the Martial Arts Association was 

willing to support any prominent family, their 

status in Yan City would be elevated, with power 

that no other family could be on par with. 

"Although the Zhong family has a high standing 

in the business world, we can't compete with the 

Martial Arts Association's status," admitted 

Zhong Mingguo. 

Zhong Tianyi smiled faintly. "Since you know 

how powerful the Martial Arts Association is, 

why do you think that the Zhong family can 

defeat Han Jingru? Han Jingru was able to 

conquer the whole Martial Arts Association." 

Zhong Mingguo clenched his teeth in frustration 

as he grunted, "What do you mean by that?" 

"Grandpa, I think you understand what I mean. 

Given that the Martial Arts Association could not 

beat Han Jingru, our family doesn't stand a 

chance at all. Even if you cede your position to 
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1ne, I won't be able to think of a solution as 

well,'' answered Zhong Tianyi candidly. 

Upon hearing this, Zhong Tianli was stunned./ 

thoLJght Zhong Tianyi would atte1npt to think of a 

solution to defeat Han Jingru in order to get the 

position. I can't believe he gave up just like that. 

"I can't believe we're actually on the same page," 

exclaimed Zhong Tianli. 

"Grandpa, the only way we can protect the Zhong 

family is by asking for forgiveness,'' Zhong 

Tianyi suggested to Zhong Mingguo whilst 

ignoring Zhong Tianli. 

Enraged, Zhong Mingguo 's face turned bright 

red. All of a sudden, he spewed out a 111:outhful of 

blood. 

"That's impossible! Han Jingru is nothing but a 

useless piece of garbage. There 1nust be another 

way," asserted Zhong Mingguo in a dissatisfied 

tone. 

"A piece of garbage?" Zhong Tianyi said 
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sarcastically as he shook his head. That was what 

he thought in the past as well. However, having 

witnessed Ilan Jingru 's capabilities today, he 

finally understood how foolish he had been. 

I'1n not giving up. I a1njust aware that I can 

never con1pete with him. Therefore, the wisest 

decision is to quickly acknowledge the reality 

and stop acting foolishly 

"Indeed, we once thought that he was incapable. 

However, the truth is, his capabilities have 

greatly surpassed everyone in Yan City." 

Meanwhile, throngs of people had arrived at the 

Han Residence. Everyone immediately kneeled 

down, including those who had secretly 

sabotaged the Han family. They did not_ want to 

take any chances in case the Han family found 

out about what they did. 

"I can't believe how quickly we regained our 

status," exclaimed Shi Yan. After the death of 

Nangong Shuxian, the Han family had been in 

the midst of a crisis. If not for Shi Yan's strong 

support, the Han fa1nily wouldn't have lasted so 
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long. 

Shi Yan had initially believed that the Ilan family 

would be wiped out in Yan City because no one 

could save it. However, Han Jingru 1nanaged to 

do the i1npossible. Once undermined and 

overlooked, Mr. Han was now the most powerful 

person in Yan City. 

Shi Yan wondered what Nangong Shuxian would 

think if she was still alive to witness his 

achievements. Would sbe feel guilty for what sbe 

did? 

"Mom, remember those people who used to 

harass you? They are now outside the door. How 

do you intend to deal with then1?" asked Han 

Jingru. 

Shi Yan gave a faint smile. This was good 

enough for her, and she didn't feel the need to 

take things any further. The most important thing 

was that the Han family regained its status in Yan 

City. Everything else was secondary. 

"Since they have repented, we should not pursue 

6 



C haptcr 756 

the matter anymore," she replied. 

"Fine, but they will continue kneeling before us 

until we leave Yan City," he uttered with a smile 

etched on his face. 

The scene outside the Han Residence was a 

momentous one. Ahnost everyone kneeling out 

there were powerful figures in Yan City. 

Lowering their heads, they did not want others to 

recognize them. But it didn't matter who they 

were. The most important thing was that the 

entire Yan City was now aware of the Han 

family's capabilities and the terrifying power Han 

J ingru wielded. 

At this moment, a weary man carrying a 

backpack appeared at the front of the H_an 

Residence. 

Looking at the crowd before him, Zhong Ji let out 

a chortle. Although he just arrived in Yan City, he 

had heard about the whole incident involving 

Han Jingru and was heartened by it. The once 

djsregarded M1: !Ian js now the shinjng beacon of 

the I Ian fa1nily If I hadn't traveled to Yun City, I 

wouldn't have beco111e /Jjs trusted ajdc and get 

the opportunity to assist the !Ian fan1ily. 
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Although Zhong Ji had not returned to Yan City 

for a long time, he still recognized several 

fan1iliar faces as he passed through the crowd. 

These people used to act pon1pously in front of 

hi1n.J can't believe tbat all ofthe1n are kneeling 

in front of tbe Han Residence today. 

The future is indeed unpredictable. No one would 

bave tbougbt that these bunch of conceited guys 

would be kneeling in front of the Han Residence 

now. 

"Zhong Ji!" yelled a middle-aged man as he ran 

toward him. 

"What are you doing here, Qin Fu?" he_ asked. 

Qin Fu beamed. As the Chairman of Dynasty and 

Han Jingru 's subordinate, naturally, he had to be 

a part of this. 

"I was just passing by and decided to come over 

to take a look," Qin Fu replied casually. 
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"Do you want to go in with me?" asked Zhong Ji. 

It was apparent from the glint of eagerness in Qin 

Fu 's eyes that he wanted to enter the Han 

Residence. However, he knew that he was only a 

lowly subordinate; a mere puppet of Han 

Jingru 's. Without Han Jingru 's command, he had 

no right to look for hi1n. 

"No, thank you. Jingru did not ask to see me," he 

said. 

"Come on. We will be working closely in the 

future. Perhaps Mr. Han might assign you a new 

role as well," Zhong Ji divulged. 

"Working together as a team?" he inquired in 

confusion.Isn't Zhong Ji in charge of the affairs 

in Yun City? Why would'! be wo1*ing with him? 

Zhong Ji chortled before whispering, "If you 

want to know more about it, you have to come 

with me. You will definitely be surprised." 

Instantly, his curiosity was piqued, and he 

followed behind Zhong Ji. 
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With that, both of the1n stepped into the Han 

Residence, with Qin Fu appearing visibly 

apprehensive. 

Zhong Ji was a regular visitor, so he was familiar 

with the house. On the other hand, this was the 

first ti1ne Qin Fu came into such close contact 

with the Han family. Naturally, he felt rather 

perturbed. 

In the eyes of the public, Qin Fu was the 

chainnan of Dynasty with high social standing. 

However, he constantly reminded himself that in 

front of Han Jingru, he was only a subordinate 

who was indebted to him. 
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"Mr. Han, I have co1npletcd the handover in Yun 

City." In the garden, Zhong Ji and Qin Fu stood 

behind Han Jingru with both their heads bowed 

slightly. 

"Visit the Zhong family on my behalf. Since you 

will be responsible for Ilan Corporation, it's ti1ne 

they are 111ade aware of your existence," I Ian 

Jing1u insttucted. 

Han Jingru 's words didn't mean 1nuch to Zhong 

Ji. However, it came as a shock for Qin Fu. 

Zhong Jj wjJJ be responsjble for Han 

Corporatjon? 

If I'm not mjstaken, the Han Co1poration of Yan 

City will jndeed be handed over to Zhopg Ji 

going forward. 

No wonder Zhong Ji suggested w01*ing together 

with me. It appears that he has retu111ed to Yan 

City and is deeply trusted by Han Jjngru. 

With the Han Co1poration in his hands, ivouldn 't 

Zhong Ji beco111e the 111ost powerful 111an in Yan 

City's business circle? 
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Isn't this shocking? 

It was beyond shocking to Qin Fu as he still 

couldn't believe it. 

"Mr. Han, I will not disappoint you," Zhong Ji 

replied with conviction. 

Han Jingru was well aware of Zhong Ji 's 

capabilities. With Han Corporation's current 

position, it was 1nore than enough to compensate 

for any of his inadequacies. Therefore, he wasn't 

wo1Tied about handing the responsibilities of the 

Han Corporation to Zhong Ji at all. 

"Qin Fu, after working for me for so many years, 

it's also time for you to co1ne out of the shado,vs. 

From today onwards, Dynasty will be merged 

into Han Corporation. Both you and Zhong Ji 

will run it together as equals. Han Corporation 

will be in your hands from now on," Ilan Jingru 

continued. 

Qin Fu was jolted. Merging into the Han 
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Corporation was the equivalent of publicly 

declaring him as Han Jingru 's subordinate. To 

hi1n, it was considered the greatest honor. 

Furthermore, he would have the same position as 

Zhong Ji.Does it 1nean that Han Co1poration will 

be under our control? 

Never in his dreams did Qin Fu i1nagine that this 

day would come so suddenly. He was being 

catapulted from a chairman of a small 

conglomerate to a key leadership position in Han 

Corporation. This will surprise a Jot of people. 

"Thank you, Mr. Han," Qin Fu uttered 

emotionally. 

"You deserve it." Han Jingru turned arqund and 

looked at Qin Fu. He continued, "When I was 

just fourteen, you believed in me and placed your 

fate in my hands. Today, I have the same belief in 

you. I hope Han Corporation will continue to 

grow and prosper under both your leadership.'' 

"Mr. Ilan, we will definitely preserve the good 

reputation of Han Corporation," Qin Fu declared 
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with conviction. 

"It doesn't matter what happens to its reputation. 

There's nothing left in Yan City for inc. Not only 

am.I handing over the manage1nent of the 

co1npany to you, but I am also transferring all my 

assets to both of you too. As for retaining the 

name Han Corporation, it's just to prevent further 

gossip,,, Han Jingru explained. 

Han Jingru's words caused both Zhong Ji and Qin 

Fu to hold their breath. 

Currently, Han Corporation owns tens of billions 

worth of assets in Yan City and had a bright 

future ahead of it. They were shocked that Han 

Jingru had presented all of it to them. 

"Mr. Han, this is unacceplable. I will be your 

subordinate till my last breath and I do not dare 

desire any of Han Corporation's assets," Zhong Ji 

refused the gift. 

"Mr. Han, what we have now is more than 

enough," Qin Fu added quickly. 
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"Don't 1nisundcrstand. I'm not testing you. What 

I've just told you is the truth. This place 1neans 

nothing to 1ne now and I won't ever return. You 

can do whatever you please with Han 

Corporation. Its future success or collapse will 

have nothing to do with me anymore," Han 

Jingru asserted. 

Now, Han Jingru had the Nangong fa1nily's 

support. Hence, the value of Han Corporation 

mattered little to him. Furthermore, there were 

too many traumatizing n1emories for him here, 

causing him to declare that he will not return to 

Yan City. 

More importantly, he would be heading to 

Apocalypse after the New Year. Therefore, he 

would not have time to involve himself in 

worldly matters and was even less willing to 

waste time on Yan City. 

"Mr. Han, will you be staying at Yun City 

forever?" Zhong Ji asked. Fro1n his perspective, 

Yun City was simply too small to contain 

smneone as capable as Ilan Jingru. 
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Han Jingru shook his head and replied, "Not Yun 

City. I'1n heading so1ncplace else. If fate has it, 

we will still 1neet again." 

Han Jingru 's words puzzled both Zhong Ji and 

Qin Fu because they sounded like his last words. 

But with his current position, there was no one 

who could come close to threatening his life. 

"Go back to work and deal with the Zhong family 

as soon as possible. Anyway, it's almost time for 

me to leave," Han Jingru instructed. 

After that, both of them left the Han Residence 

with heavy hearts. 

Before they had gotten far, Zhong Ji couldn't 

hold his curiosity any longer and asked_ Qin Fu, 

"Mr. Qin, don't you think Mr. Han's words are 

strange? Why is he talking as if he will not see us 

again?" 

Qin Fu shook his head and replied, "Perhaps he 

has son1ething more important to do s01neplace 

very far away." 
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The explanation seemed si1nplistic but other than 

that, Zhong Ji couldn't think of a better one. 

"Who knows. Mr. Han's life is fated to be 

extraordinary. The next time we meet, he might 

i1npress us further," Zhong Ji remarked with a 

shrug. 

Qin Fu nodded without hesitation. He had always 

believed that Han Jingru wasn't an ordinary 

person. When he was fourteen, he established his 

power in secret and dared to deal with adults. The 

strength that he displayed was unlike anything 

Qin Fu had seen before. 

"Let's go and quickly deal with the Zhong family 

for Mr. Han. I still have to return to Yun City for 

the new year," Qin Fu ren1arked. 

Nodding in agreement, Zhong Ji got into Qin 

Fu 's car and they drove to see the Zhong fan1ily. 

At the Zhong family villa, all their relatives were 

present. They were waiting for Zhong Mingguo 

to determine the Zhong family's fate. 
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"Grandpa, everyone else is kneeling at the Han 

Residence except for our family. Have you not 

co1ne to a decision?" Zhong Tianli pestered 

Zhong Mingguo. From his perspective, the longer 

they delayed their decision, the worse it will be 

for the Zhong family. Once Han Jingru had 

arrived, the consequences would be 

unimaginable. 

"Even the Martial Arts Association doesn't dare 

to defy hi1n, how are we even going to challenge 

him?" 

"That's right, Grandpa. Make up your mind 

quickly, or else that will be the end of the Zhong 

family." 

'"The only choice we have left is to kneel and beg 

for forgiveness. What's there to even consider? If 

you 're not going, we are." 

All the 1nembers of the Zhong fainily were trying 

to persuade Zhong Mingguo to give in. They no 

longer cared about their pride as the situation 

now was crystal clear.Eve1yone else is kneeling 

in front of the Han Residence, so what 1nakcs the 

Zhong fa1nily so special not to? 
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If the Martial Arts Association decided to 

challenge Han Jingru together with them, they 

1night still stand a chance. But now, the 

Association remained silent. 

"What are all of you babbling about? I am the 

head of the household and my decision is final. 

Whoever dares to go there will be kicked out of 

the family," Zhong Mingguo declared. 

"You have lived past your usefulness and don't 

have many years left. Why do you insist on 

dragging us along to your grave? Is your pride 

1nore important than our lives?" It was the final 

straw for Zhong Tianli as he openly defied his 

Grandpa. He didn't care that Zhong Mi�1gguo was 

his grandfather. When his life was on the line, 

self-preservation had become his priority. 

"That's right, why do we have to suffer for the 

sake of your pride?" 

"No one is stopping you fro1n dying, but why do 

you have to force us to die with you?" 
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"Don't be selfish, you old fossil. The Zhong 

family cannot be destroyed just because of you." 

The 1najority of the relatives were openly 

challenging Zhong Mingguo. Previously, they 

were afraid of hi1n because they relied on his 

financial support. But now that the Zhong family 

was about to be destroyed, there was no reason to 

fear him anymore. 

At that moment, the doorbell rang. 

The whole hall fell so quiet that one could hear a 

pin drop. All that was left was the sound of rapid 

breathing. 

"Who isn't here yet?" Zhong Tianli asked 

subconsciously. 

As the crowd looked around, they realized 

everyone was present. 

"Can ... can it be Han Jingru at the door?" 

someone asked in horror. 

Zhong Tianli suddenly felt his knees buckle. 
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During the Championship, Han Jingru had 

wained hi1n that if he personally ca1ne to their 

door, the Zhong fa1nily would not be shown any 

mercy. 

Overwhehned by emotion, Zhong Tianli rushed 

towards Zhong Mingguo. He grabbed Zhong 

Mingguo by his collar and yelled, "Zhong 

Mingguo, it's all your fault! You're the death of 

us!" 

Meanwhile, all the others had darkened 

expressions. Even Zhong Tianyi was furious at 

Zhong Mingguo. 

"Grandpa, it's time to submit. There is no way 

the Zhong family stand a chance against Han 

Jingru," Zhong Tianyi stood up and hc�ded 

towards the door. 

Zhong Mingguo didn't expect his favorite 

grandson to actually say so1nething like that. 

Is this the end of the Zhong fa1nily? 
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As Zhong Tianyi stood at the door, preparing to 

open it. The members of Zhong family dropped 

to their knees one by one. They knew this was the 

only way to beg for n1ercy fro1n Han Jingru. 

After all, no one wanted to die and no one was 

willing to defy hin1. 

Zhong Mingguo fell into greater despair when he 

witnessed what was unfolding before him. 

Throughout the years, the Zhong family had 

waited for the decline of the Han family to 

happen. When it finally occurred, Zhong 

Mingguo had planned to subdue them and seize 

power. However, his dream didn't last long when 

Han Jingru returned to Yan City and burst his 

bubble. 

Everything happened so fast that Zhong Mingguo 

still felt as if it was still a dream. And now, he 

was being woken up to reality. 

In his heart, he was extremely defiant. Ile was 

frustrated that the Zhong fan1ily couldn't rise to 

the occasion and take advantage of the 

opportunity. At the same time, he refused to 
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accept reality. Ilan Jingru had done son1ething no 

other pro1ninent fa1nily could, that was to 

pressure the powcrf ul Martial Arts Association 

into sub1nission without much effort . 

Holding that thought in 1nind, Zhong Mingguo let 

out a bitter sn1ile.Pe111aps this is the fate of the 

Zhong fa111ily. 

Despite how exceptional Zhong Tianyi was, he 

paled in comparison to Han Jingru . 

When the door opened, the man that emerged 

wasn't Han Jingru. It was Zhong Ji and Qin Fu 

instead. 

When Zhong Tianyi saw both of them, he was 

puzzled. 

Zhong Ji left for Yun City a long tilne ago, and he 

is a 111e111ber of the Han fa1nily. Hence his return 

to Yan City is understandable. 

But what has this got anything to do with Qin Fu? 

Why is he here? 
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"Qin Fu, what arc you doing here?" Zhong Tianyi 

asked Qin Fu. As the Zhong family had business 

relations with Dynasty, the two of them would 

occasionally deal with each other. 

"Zhong Tianyi, Dynasty is owned by Mr. Han so 

I am his subordinate. I'm here on his behalf to 

find out what the Zhong family's answer is," Qin 

Fu explained with a smile. 

Dynasty is owned by Han Jingru? 

How is that possible? 

Dynasty has been founded a long time ago. At 

that time, Han Jingru was still just a child. 

"I didn't expect Han Jingru to have bought over 

Dynasty. His actions are really quick," Zhong 

Tianyi sneered. 

Qin Fu shook his head with a smile and 

explained, "You have got it wrong. Ile didn't 

acquire it. Instead, he had owned it since the very 

first day. When you were in school and flirting 

with your friends, Mr. Han was already building 
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Dynasty." 

Zhong Tianyi scoffed and replied, "Qin Fu, you 

shouldn't pull my leg. It's not a shame for 

Dynasty to be acquired by Han Corporation. So 

why do you hide that fact and praise him 

instead?'' 

"This is the difference between you and Mr. Han. 

Dynasty was founded by him when he was 

fourteen. All this while, I have just been his 

spokesperson. All the co1npany's strategies were 

decided by Mr. Han. He was the one who 

expanded Dynasty. Do you think that I would 

joke about something like that with you?" Qin Fu 

responded. 

Zhong Tianyi 's expression changed wh�n he 

realized that Han Jingru did start Dynasty when 

he was fourteen. From the beginning, everyone 

assumed he was a useless member of the Han 

family. In reality, he actually had many 

i1npressive achievements. 

All this while, Zhong Tianyi thought of hi1nself 

as Yan City's most capable youth, to the extent he 
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didn't think anyone else could even compare to 

him. 

But now, Zhong Tianyi could feel how wide the 

gulf was between him and Han Jingru. 

When Han Ji11gn1 established Dynasty, what was 

I doing?It was just as Qin Fu said. He was teasing 

his classmates and flirting with others. 

It was now clear to him that he didn't just lose to 

Han Jingru this time. Han Jingru 's achievements 

had left him in the dust long ago. 

"It's no use even if all of you kneel here. Don't 

you know what Mr. Han's demand is?" Zhong Ji 

addressed all the members of the Zhong family. 

Zhong Tianyi clenched his teeth. When he 

realized the gulf between hi1nself and Han Jingru, 

he resigned himself to his loss. Now, he had no 

qualms about sacrificing the Zhong family's pride 

in exchange for their future. 

Given how powerful Han Jingru was, destroying 

the Zhong fa1nily would be as easy as lifting his 
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finger. There was no one else who was strong 

enough to defy him. 

"Please inform Han Jingru that I will lead the 

members of the Zhong family to the Han 

Residence," Zhong Tianyi promised. He had 

unilaterally 1nade the decision without Zhong 

Mingguo 's approval as it no longer mattered. The 

fate of the Zhong fa1nily depended on it and it 

was what everyone in the family wanted. Despite 

his position as the patriarch of the fa1nily, Zhong 

Mingguo had lost the authority to stop them. 

After Zhong Ji and Qin Fu had left, Zhong Tianyi 

approached Zhong Mingguo and said, "Grandpa, 

you heard what they said." 

Zhong Mingguo was still stunned. He �ad heard 

Qin Fu say that Han Jingtu founded Dynasty 

when he was fourteen. The news shocked him to 

the core. 

As a fourteen-year-old kid who had established 

his own company, Han Jingru demonstrated that 

he was preparing for his comeback since a long 

ti1ne ago. Furthermore, to have such ambition as 
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a fourteen-year-old was a testament to how 

exceptional his capabilities were. 

There was no one in this world who would dare 

declare they were better than Han Jingru. 

"Pressure builds character and Han Jingru is the 

epito1ne of this saying. The i1nmense pressure 

N angong Shuxian gave him made him who he is 

today. In Yan City, everyone obeys him now," 

Zhong Mingguo commented with a tre1nbling 

voice. 

One by one, the members of the Zhong family 

headed towards the Han Residence. 

Almost everyone that had a conflict with the Han 

family was already kneeling in front of_the Han 

Residence. However, the Zhong fan1ily hadn't 

shown themselves, causing everyone to wonder 

what their choice would be. 

The moment the Zhong fa1nily left their villa, the 

news spread like wildfire throughout Yan City. 

"The Zhong fan1ily has finally made their 111ove. 

7 



C haptcr 758 

From the looks of it, they arc preparing a 

counterattack.,, 

"Counterattack 1ny ass. Given how powcrf ul Ilan 

Jingru is right now, even the Zhong family 

wouldn't have the courage to defy hin1." 

"The whole family has left for the Han 

Residence. They must have decided to kneel and 

submit.'' 

"Given how stubborn they are, I think it's 

unlikely for them to do so. Zhong Mingguo had 

previously declared that he wanted to use the Han 

family as a stepping stone. If they are going to 

submit, wouldn't that be hutniliating for hi1n?'' 

The debate raged on within business circles and 

across all other industries·. At that mon1ent, 

everyone was watching the Zhong family's 

actions very closely. 

Even the 1ne1nbers of the Martial Arts 

Association were following the developn1ents 

intently. 
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Ever since Chen Bao lost to Han Jingru, the 

Martial Arts Association was suffocated by the 

in1mense pressure Han Jingru placed on them. 

Nevertheless, Chen Bao remained exceptionally 

cahn. 

In the ring, Chen Bao had personally experienced 

Han Jingru 's power. Ile acknowledged that he 

had never seen anyone as strong as Han Jingru. If 

not for s01neone stopping Han Jingru as he 

unleashed his deadly move, Chen Bao knew that 

we would have died in the ring. 

Since he had lost, he accepted it willingly. That 

was Chen Bao's attitude towards dealing with 

life. He would not begrudge his opponent as the 

fight was a display of strength. Besides, he knew 

resentment was useless if one wasn't strong 

enough. 

"Mr. Chen, what do you think of the Zhong 

family?" the current president asked Chen Bao. 

Chen Bao replied coldly, "They have no other 

choice. Their strength docsn 't even c01ne close to 

challenging the Han family." 
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The president took a deep breath and continued to 

ask, "Then what should the Martial Arts 

Association do? Our influence has been 

significantly reduced by Han Jingru to the extent 

our. position is no longer stable. We have to think 

of a way to bring back our past glory." 

"Past glory?'' Chen Bao sneered. He explained, 

"Unless there is s01neone who can beat Han 

Jingru, whatever you say is 1neaningless." 

"Mr. Chen, you ... did you really lose? Or did you 

show him 1nercy?" the president pried carefully. 

It was something that he was desperate to find 

out. Fro1n his perspective, it was impossible for 

such a powerful person like Chen Bao to lose at 

the hands of Han Jingru. Therefore, he boldly 

speculated that it was perhaps all just an act 

performed by Chen Bao and Han Jingru. Chen 

Bao intended to let the Han family show their 

dominance so he lost the fight on purpose. 

"Show mercy?" Chen Bao burst into self­

deprecating laughter. With my strength, 1'1n in no 

position to show flan Jingru mercy I
f

not for the 

e1ne1gence of that person, I would have been 

killed by hin1. 

IO 
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"Even during the peak of 1ny youth, I'1n afraid I 

still won't be able to beat this young man. In the 

ring, I would have died if he really wanted to kill 

inc. Do you think 1'111 in a position to show hi1n 

1nercy?'' 

His words were so shocking to the president that 

they caused his hairs to stand on end.Even Chen

Bao in his peak can't beat ]Jan Jingru. How 

powerful is he really? 
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The president suddenly had an idea. If he were 

able to recruit Han Jingru into the Martial A1is 

Association, the humiliation that the association 

had experienced would then be erased. 

If Han Jingru became a me1nber of the 

association, the association's defeat at his hands 

would no longer be viewed unfavorably. 

"Mr. Chen, tell me, do we have a chance to invite 

hin1 to join the Martial Arts Association?" the 

president asked. 

"Are you joking?" Chen Bao looked at the 

president with contempt.Is the Martial A1ts 

Association even qualified to invite Han Jingru to

join it?His cwTent strength is enough to get hi111 

into Apocalypse. Why would he care af?out an 

unknown Ma1tial Arts Association? 

Furthennore, Chen Bao suspected that the person 

who appeared in the ring was related to 

Apocalypse because he was able to block Han 

Jingru 's fatal punch. It was obvious that his 

strength was beyond that of a nonnal 111a11. 

I-Jenee, it is in1possible for him to just be an 

expert a1nong ordina1y flghters. 
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The president's face darkened.I only wanted !Ian 

Jingru to join the Martial Arts Association, 

what's so funny about that? I think Chen Bao just 

can't let go of his ego. 

"Perhaps you n1ay think that I'm unable to set 

aside 1ny pride to do this. But let 1ne tell you, Han 

Jingru doesn't care about the Martial Arts 

Association at all. From his perspective, he is 

aiming for someplace 1nore challenging," Chen 

Bao explained. 

Someplace more challenging? 

The president's eyes squinted. As the president of 

the Yan City Martial Arts Association, �c 

naturally was aware of what Chen Bao 1neant 

when he mentioned someplace more challenging. 

After all, that was the mecca for all n1artial arts 

practitioners. 

"Mr. Chen, do you mean Ilan Jingru wants to join 

Apocalypse?'' the president asked. 

') 
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"It's no longer just a desire. He 1night already 

have joined thc111. During the Cha1npionship, his 

perfonnance was enough for them to take 

notice,'' Chen Bao replied. 

The president took a deep breath before laughing 

wryly. He realized he had ahnost forgotten about 

it. 

At the recent cha1npionship, Apocalypse seemed 

to have sent men to watch personally. If they saw 

how powerful Han Jingru was, there was no way 

they would miss the opportunity to recruit 

someone like that. 

Compared to Apocalypse, the Martial Arts 

Association was just like a kindergarten. Han 

Jingru wasn't an idiot. There was no w�y he 

would leave Apocalypse just to join the Martial 

Arts Association. 

It was indeed a bad joke. 

"To be able to attain such power at such a young 

age and then join Apocalypse; it sin1ply 1nakes 

111c green with envy," the president con1111entcd. 
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Envy? 

Chen Bao didn't stop at being envious; jealousy 

was driving him crazy. The reason he left Yan 

City for so many years was to seek out the 

opportunity to join Apocalypse. However, they 

had never appeared before him. Just when they 

were finally near him, Han Jingru stole the 

limelight instead. He knew that there was no 

longer an opportunity for hi1n to see the world of 

Apocalypse ever again. 

Meanwhile, a previous rejection that was made 

hastily had now caused the situation to reach a 

point of no return. 

In a short period of time, a piece of shocking 

news spread throughout Yan City. 

Everyone had their attention focused on the 

Zhong family. As the last line of defense in this 

incident, the whole city went into an uproar when 

they too knelt down at the entrance of I Ian 

Residence. 

"The Zhong fa1nily has finally sub1nittcd, it 
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seems they fear the Han fa1nily too." 

"Even the Zhong fa1nily have given up resisting. 

Who else in Yan City dares to stand against the 

Han family?" 

"Amazing. Han Jingru is simply amazing. During 

the short time he is in Yan City, he not only 

elevated the Han family's position but also 

changed the dynamics of the business landscape 

here. He is a terrifying man indeed." 

"Unexpectedly, Mr. Han, who was seen as the 

Han family scun1 previously, managed to elevate 

the Han fa1nily to new heights. Who could 

imagine an abandoned child would end up being 

so capable?" 

"Han Jingru seems to be creating a new era of his 

own." 

Whether Yan City would experience a new era 

because of Han Jingru remained to be seen. 

Nevertheless, the Han family had reached such 

heights that had no historical precedent. That was 

a fact. With his strength alone, he had returned 
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the I Ian f a1nily back to its glory days. That was 

something no one could have imagined before. 

Qin City. 

When Han Yu who was now a cripple heard 

about the news, his face darkened. From his 

perspective, he was the one meant to bring glory 

to the fa1nily. However, Han Jingru had stolen the 

limelight away from him. Furthermore, his 

cunent circumstance was also the result of Han 

Jingru's handiwork. 

In Han Yu 's mind, he had often thought about 

seeking revenge on Han Jingru. Except that in his 

current state, he was unable to even leave Qin 

City anyti1ne soon, let alone seek revenge. 

"Are you feeling frustrated?" the man who 

brought him the news asked. 

Han Yu clenched his teeth tightly and 

complained, "How can I accept it? The honor 

was supposed to be 1nine. Grandma declared that 

I was the one that would bring glory to the Han 

family." 
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Smiling faintly, the 1nan replied, "Can't Nangong 

Shuxian be wrong?" 

"Of course she won't. She has foretold that I a1n 

the.Han fa1nily's future and that I am the one 

destined for greatness. Instead, Han Jingru has 

stolen all of it forcefully fro1n 1ne," Han Yu 

ranted without hesitation. 

"Stolen?" The 1nan shook his head and asked, 

"Do you know Dynasty?" 

"Qin Fu 's company?" Han Yu clarified as he was 

puzzled why Dynasty was being brought up. 

"Qin Fu is just a puppet while the real owner of 

the company is Han Jingru. It was founded by 

him when he was fourteen. At that age,_ he was 

already planning for his c·omeback. As for you, 

what were you even doing then?" the man 

challenged. 

Hanyu 's eyes twitched as if there was an 

earihquake going on. 

I low is it possible that Han Jingru estabJjshed 
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Dynasty when he was fourteen? 

"Impossible. Where would he find the money to 

start the co1npany? You shouldn't lie to me," Han 

Yu .shook his head as he ref used to accept it. He 

would never believe Han Jingru was capable of 

something so shocking at fourteen years old. 

"That is the truth and the whole of Yan City will 

find out soon enough. Nangong Shuxian made a 

huge mistake by putting her hopes for the Han 

family on your shoulders,'' the n1an remarked. 

Angered by his words, Han Yu 's eyes twitched 

with murderous intent and warned, "Don't you 

forget that you work for 1ne. Speaking in favor of 

Han Jingru will be the death of you." 

The man let out a faint smile as he wasn't cowed 

by Han Yu 's threat. He knew that even if Han Yu 

could leave Qin City within his lif etitne, he 

would never become the head of the Han 

family. Why should I fear sewn like that? 

Furthern1ore, every word he said was the truth. 
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The !Ian fa1nily's glory was all brought about by 

I Ian Jingru. 

If the !Ian family fell into Han Yu 's hands, it 

would likely fall into ruin. 

That was the gap between Han Yu and Han 

Jingru 's abilities. 

"You're just a scum right now so don't think that 

you can threaten me. Previously, I helped you 

because you still stood a chance to become the 

head of the Han family. But now, the facts have 

shown me that it's i1npossible. You don't even 

deserve to grovel in front of him,'' The 1nan 

replied. 

Grovel in front of him? 

Those words caused Han Yu to fall into a jealous 

rage. In his mind, Han Jingru was a scmn that the 

family abandoned. To him, it was Han Jingru that 

didn't deserve to grovel in front of hin1.How is it

possible I a1n the one who should be groveling? 

"I will n1ake you regret your words and show you 
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the difference between 1ne and that piece of 

trash. Just wait and see who will be the last man 

standing. I won't be cowardly hiding in Qin City 

all my life. When I leave, I will take back all that 

is mine," Han Yu declared as he gritted his teeth. 

The 1nan stood up and asserted, "From now on, I 

won't come and see you again and won't infonn 

you about anything. You will be on your own. 

But let n1e give you a piece of friendly advice, 

don't challenge Han Jingru. You don't have it in 

you." 

"Grandma, I will definitely avenge you as I a1n 

the true head of the Han family. No one can take 

it away from me. Han Jingru, just you wait, I will 

make sure you die a horrible death.'' 

Meanwhile, Han Jingru was now considered a 

powerful figure in Yan City. Hence, everyone 

was interested to find out what his next step was. 

They wondered if he would reshape the whole 

business landscape of Yan City or if he would 

turn the Han family into the 1nost pron1inent 

family there. 

IO 
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However, Han Jingru had no interest in doing 

either. To him, the situation at Yan City had been 

detennined and what happened after that would 

be up to Zhong Ji and Qin Fu. As for hi1n, he 

planned to return to Yun City for the New Year. 

Meanwhile, as the entrance of the Han Residence 

was filled with kneeling 1nen, Han Jingru and his 

co1npanions started packing their bags. 
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While everyone in Yan City was waiting to ee 

what Ilan Jingru was going to do next, another 

shocking news reverberated throughout the city. 

Han Jingru had left Yan City and returned to Yun 

City. 

His departure was so sudden that it caught 

everyone by surprise . From their perspective, 

Han Jingru should have stayed to elevate the Han 

family's position and influence in the business 

world. With how powerful he currently was, it 

would be an extren1ely easy task to accomplish . 

However, his decision to leave left everyone 

scratching their heads. 

After that, another shocking news followed . 

Han Jingru had left the Han Corporation to 

Zhong Ji and Qin Fu and given them full 

authority over it. Moreover, it seemed that he 

would never return to the city which puzzled 

everyone further. 

The Han fa1nily's position and influence in Yan 

City were what many others strive for. However, 
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Han Jingru didn't care 1nuch for it. 

"What kind of person is Han Jingru to leave 

under such circumstances?" 

"I heard he returned to Yun City for the sake of 

his wife. Han Jingru is so1neone that's fiercely 

loyal. Power and influence are nothing to him 

co1npared to Su Yi1no." 

"She is indeed the luckiest woman in the world. 

Han Jingru gave up so much in Yan City just to 

be with her." 

When such a theory spread in Yan City, many 

young ladies were filled with envy. As for Su 

Yin10, her name was engraved in the minds of the 

Yan City residents. 

On the flight back to Yun City, Han Jingru turned 

into a doting father. Ile was holding his daughter 

and coaxing her. No one could guess this� as the 

san1e n1an that caused an uproar in the city. 

Moreover, he forced the city's business 

con1munity and the Martial Arts Association into 

submission. 
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Su Yin10 looked at Ilan Jingru lovingly. No 

1natter how others saw hi1n, Su Yimo knew that 

he belonged to her. Regardless of how powerful 

he was, he would still beco1ne anxious at his 

daughter's cries. He would also rack his brains to 

cheer her up whenever she was unhappy. 

When Han Jingru noticed that Su Yi1no was 

staring at him, he couldn't help but ask, "Did you 

just notice that your husband is even more 

dashing now, to the extent you can't peel your 

eyes away?" 

Su Yimo laughed in response as she gently laid 

her head on Han Jingru 's shoulder. She replied, 

"Jingru, do you still remember our wedding?" 

Han Jingru nodded as it was something_ he would 

never forget. 

That wedding tu1ned into a joke in Yun City. It 

didn't help that none of the me1nbers of the Su 

family attended, causing the venue to be empty. 

Furthermore, Jiang Yan forced Su Yin10 to leave 

before the wedding ended, leaving Ilan Jingru 

awkwardly alone. 
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"At that ti1ne, they treated it as a joke and even 

said that n1y life will be destroyed if I n1arried a 

scum like you. However, who is having the last 

laugh now?" Su Yimo related softly. 

"Nangong Shuxian kicked 1ne out of Yan City 

and f orbadc 1ne fro1n declaring 1nyself as a 

1nember of the Han fa1nily. Hence, I had no 

choice but to keep my identity a secret, causing 

you to suffer," Han Jingru explained. 

Su Yimo shook her head repeatedly and added, "I 

didn't suffer at all. Instead, I felt bad for you. You 

were ostracized by many people because of me. 

As a member of the Han family, you shouldn't 

have experienced any of those." 

Han Jingru replied with a smile, "Desp�te being a 

member of the Han family, I have never been 

treated well since I was young. Therefore, I am 

already used to being cursed at and ostracized." 

When scolded by outsiders, Han Jingru always 

pretended that he didn't hear anything. But when 

it was family that did it, it felt excruciatingly 

painful to him. To have endured being shunned 
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by his fa1nily, he no longer cared how outsiders 

saw him. 

"Do you want to know when I started to fall in 

love with you?'' Su Yi1no suddenly let out a 

smile. 

That was something Han Jingru was always 

curious about because Su Yi1no resented him 

when she first found out that they were going to 

be married. In fact, she even 1nade life difficult 

for him on purpose. At that time, Han Jingru 

could understand why she reacted that way. After 

all, he had a terrible reputation in public. 

Furthermore, they hardly had any sort of 

relationship at all. Hence, it was understandable 

that she was reluctant to marry him then. 

It wasn't until later that their relationship 

gradually blossomed and he could feel the 

affection from her. Only then did Han Jingru 

decide to change for her sake. 

However, Han Jingru had no idea as to when Su 

Yi1no changed her perspective of hin1. 
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"Was it when I was picking you up fro1n work?'' 

Han Jingru asked curiously. 

Su Yimo shook her head and replied, "Guess 

again." 

"Was it during your birthday when I gave you 

your gift?" 

"Nope." 

Reminiscing about the past, tears suddenly rolled 

down Su Yimo 's cheeks. 

"Do you remember one winter when I was having 

my period and my stomach hurt? And you helped 

to keep me warm?" Su Yimo asked. 

A tinge of awkwardness flash across Han Jingru 's 

face as he answered, "What about it? I don't 

seem to remember." 

Su Yimo glared at Han Jingru as she knew that he 

didn't forget. In fact, there was no way anyone 

could forget an incident like that. 
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44AS there were no hot water bags at home, you 

dipped your hand into the boiling water and used 

it to warm my stomach. In the end, you even 

scalded your hand. I low is it possible that you 

had forgotten it?'' Su Yi1no explained. 

Han Jingru didn't forget about that incident. It 

was just that he didn't expect Su Yimo to find out 

about it. 

"Why do you always not share what you have 

done. If not for the fact that I saw you doing it, 

would you have hidden it from 1ne all 1ny life?" 

Su Yimo looked at Han Jingru in a reprimanding 

manner. 

"That's what I should have done anyway. It isn't 

really considered any sort of sacrifice,"_ Han 

Jingru explained in a nonchalant tone. Ever since 

the day he married Su Yimo, Han Jingru treated 

her as his most beloved and never cared about 

how she saw hi1n. 

"Also, you no longer argued as n1uch with Jiang 

Yan and reduced your conflict with Su Ruijin. 

I'1n aware that you did so on my account," Su 
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Yi1no continued. 

"However, what I have done for you pales in 

con1parison to what you have done for 1ne." Su 

Yimo wiped the tears off her cheeks. 

"Silly girl, why are you bringing up our past? 

Now, no one dares to look down on us anymore. 

Besides, we also have a daughter too, so there's 

no need to keep thinking about what had 

happened," Han Jingru replied with a s1nile. 

"How can I not? In fact, I do so every day. I want 

to imprint all that you have done for me into my 

mind so that I won't forget them in my next life," 

Su Yimo remarked. 

"Are you kidding me? You still want to_ hound me 

in my next life?" Han Jingru 1nade a resentful 

expression on purpose. 

Su Yimo was briefly stunned before her 

expression became stern. Suddenly, she reached 

her hands around Han Jingru's waist and spoke 

with a terrifying tone, "What? Are you planning 

to change wives in your next life? Do you fancy 
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Bingying instead?" 

Han Jingru suddenly felt a chill down his spine as 

Su Yi1no was adept at grabbing him by his balls 

when he least expected it. Every ti1ne, she was 

able to send Han Jingru into a panic. To him, 

such an attack was son1ething even he found it 

hard to defend against. 

"Erm ... why did you bring Bingying up 

suddenly? Does this have anything to do with 

her?" Han Jingru asked. 

"Why not? Bingying is deeply in love with you to 

the extent she was willing to take such a big risk 

for your sake. She has sacrificed a lot for you. In 

addition, she is pretty and has a beautiful figure 

too. Did you really not have feelings for her even 

a little bit?" Su Yimo interrogated him. 

In truth, Han Jingru never did have feelings for 

her. However, he was indeed touched by what she 

did for him. When they were in the U.S., she 

gave hin1 her utmost support. No n1atter how 

dangerous it became, she stood beside hin1 

without any fear. He knew it wasn't easy for a 
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woman to have done what she did. 

Han Jingru could ignore Qi Bingying's feeling 

for hi1n, but he couldn't turn a blind eye to what 

she had done for hin1. 

"I don't have feelings for her, but I can't deny I 

wasn't touched by what she did. In the U.S., she 

supported me i1nmensely," Han Jingru explained. 

Su Yimo then withdrew her hand discreetly. In 

truth, she had struggled over the 1natter for a 

while. Qi Bingying was her best friend who 

happened to have fallen in love with her husband. 

Furthennore, she continuously made 

unconditional sacrifices for him. If not for the 

fact she was Han Jingru's wife, she would have 

sympathized with Qi Bingying. 

"Why don't we stay in a country that allows 

polygamy?" Su Yimo asked. 

This is a trap! There's no doubt about it! 

Han Jingru 's eyes twitched and realized that 

son1ething wasn't right. Without any hesitation, 
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he answered, "That won't do. I only have one 

wife and that's you." 
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As the New Year drew near, there was an air of 

festivity in Yun City. Those that were working 

elsewhere returned to their ho1netown. Everyone 

was out shopping and the streets were bustling 

with crowds. Only during this period every year 

would Yun City be this lively. 

Every household was stocking up on New Year 

goodies. They were also putting up the 

decorations, and it was the same at Genting Villa. 

Ever since Han Jingru returned, Tian Shuirou 

came over to the villa every day to play, as if it 

was her own home. 

Meanwhile, Su Yimo and Shi Yan had just 

returned from shopping and were taking an 

inventory of the things they bought. 

All the nuts and sweets were meant to be 

consu1ned when watching the New Year's Eve 

gala on TV. 

"Jingru, why don't you write the couplets for the 

New Year?" Yan Qiong suggested to !Ian Jingru 

with a s1nile . 
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When Su Yi1no who was busy taking inventory 

heard it, she asked Yan Qiong in surprise, 

"Grandpa Yan, docs Jingru know how to write 

couplets?" 

"Of course." Yan Qiong smiled proudly and 

replied, "He has been practicing calligraphy since 

he was young. In fact, all the couplets in the Han 

family were written by hi1n." 

"That was the only thing that I could participate 

in during the New Year celebrations at the Han 

residence. Furthermore, I had to keep it a secret 

from Nangong Shuxian," Han Jingru explained 

with resignation. Everything that happened then 

was arranged by Yan Qiong. Which allowed Han 

Jingru a rare oppor tunity to experience the New 

Year festivities. 

"Jingru, is there anything that you don't know? 

I'1n surprised to hear you even know 

calligraphy," Tian Shuirou asked Han Jingru 

curiously as she walked to his side. 

"There's still a lot that I don't know. For 

exa1nple, I have been struggling to think of an 
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excuse to chase you home," Han Jingru replied 

with a chuckle. 

Tian Shuirou pouted her peach-shaped lips and 

walked towards Su Yi1no 's side. Leaning into her 

and hugging her arm, she co1nplained, "Yi1no, 

look at him. He doesn't welcon1e me here. You 

should teach him a lesson on 1ny behalf." 

Su Yimo didn't know whether to laugh or to cry. 

Tian Shuirou was a savvy little girl. Every ti1ne 

Han Jingru teased her, she would come to Su 

Yimo for help. 

"Of course. I'll teach him a lesson later for you," 

Su Yimo answered. 

Tian Shuirou thrust her chin in the air in a 

triumphant and provocative manner. 

Han Jingru couldn '1 help but shake his head. 

With Su Yimo on her side, he was powerless 

against them. 

"Since you 're so free, you should start cutting 

some paper to help out." Han Jingru suggested 
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Tian Shuirou. 

"Fine, but you will have to write a pair of 

couplets for 1ne as a gift. It will be an honor to 

pas.te the couplets you've written on the front 

door,'' Tian Shuirou answered with a smile. 

Once everything was prepared, Han Jingru 

picked up the brush. Everyone else stopped what 

they were doing and surrounded him to watch. 

Other than Yan Qiong, no one else had seen him 

writing calligraphy before. 

At the moment, the one who was 1nost curious 

was Shi Yan. All the while, she assumed Yan 

Qiong wrote the couplets himself. She didn't 

expect them to have been written by H�n Jingru. 

She remembered that the words on the couplets 

exuded a lot of character, something which only a 

1naster calligrapher was able to produce. 

Therefore, she was doubtful as to whether Han 

Jingru was able to reproduce those writings. 

Meanwhile, Han Jingru took a deep breath as it 

had been a long time since he held a brush. As his 
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brushstrokes danced on a piece of large red 

paper, the sight of him writing caused Su Yi1no to 

be mesmerized by his charm again. 

She didn't expect Han Jingru to have the poise of 

a master calligrapher when he was writing, it was 

simply a sight to behold. 

Meanwhile, Tian Shuirou gaped as she watched. 

Powerful and exquisite were the only words that 

she could think of to describe his calligraphy. 

In a single breath, Han Jingru completed the 

couplet. His brushstrokes were so lightning quick 

that he dazzled everyone's eyes. 

"It's been a while since you held a brush so it's 

understandable that you are a little rusty. Let's try 

again," Yan Qiong told Han Jingru. 

Without any hesitation, Han Jingru pulled off the 

paper and started afresh. That was how strict Yan 

Qiong was with him. When he was young, Han 

Jingru had wasted a lot of paper practicing. Yan 

Qiong's words see1ned to have brought him back 

in time to those days. 
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As long as there was an imperfection in one of 

the words, Yan Qiong would insist he rewrite it. 

"Isn't this already very good? If you don't want 

it, I will take it.'' Worried that it would go to 

waste, Tian Shuirou quickly rolled up the couplet 

that Han Jingru had just written. 

"I' 11 give you a better one in a moment." Han 

Jingru stopped her with a smile. 

Feeling as if she already had son1ething precious, 

Tian Shuirou replied, "To me, this is the best. I'm 

taking it." 

Han Jingru took another deep breath and focused 

all his attention on his next stroke. As with the 

first time, he didn't stop until it was COf?.1pleted in 

a single stroke. In terms of aesthetics, this couplet 

was visibly better than the previous one. 

Despite that, Yan Qiong was still uni1nprC$Scd 

and wanted Han Jingru to write a better one. His 

demanding standards even caused Shi Yan to feel 

that he was being unreasonable. 
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Finally, after a couple of practice strokes, Han 

Jingru 's calligraphy had 1net Yan Qiong 's 

standards. By that ti1ne, he was all covered in 

sweat. 

Seeing how sweaty he was, Su Yi1no helped hi1n 

wipe the sweat off his forehead. 

"Grandpa Yan, You 're being too strict with hi1n. 

I'll get you if you cause him to overexert 

himself," Su Yimo warned with Yan Qiong. 

Yan Qiong didn't know whether to laugh or to 

cry.If it weren't for my strict upbringing, Han 

Jingru wouldn't have been as tenacious as he is 

now. 

Nevertheless, it was understandable for Su Yin10 

to sympathize with Han Jingru. After all, she was 

his beloved wife. 

"In the future, there won't be many such 

opportunities left. Therefore, I must n1ake the 

best of it and n1ake his life difficult,'' Yan Qiong 

re1narked. 

7 
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At that mo1nent, Shi Yan 's expression was filled 

with resignation.flan Jingru 's success was built 

out of Yan Qiong's de1nanding upbringing. As 

for Han Yi1, he was always pa1npered by 

Na11go11g Shuxian instead. With such a vast 

difference, how can Han Yu even co1npete witl1 

Han Jingru? 

If it were Han Yu that was w1iting the couplet, 

I'1n afraid he would have gotten into a conflict 

with Yan Qiong. 

"Once the ink is dry, we can put it up," Han 

Jingru said with great satisfaction. 

"Jingru, wh-where's mine?" Tian Shuirou asked 

1neekly as she tugged at Han Jingru's sleeve. 

"Didn't you take one jusrnow?" Han Jingru 

teased her. 

Tian Shuirou reacted instantly. She rolled up the 

couplet in her hand and threw it into the dustbin 

in a blink of an eye. She then said defiantly, "Is 

that so? Where is it? I didn't take any." 

8 
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Only Tian Shuirou could act so brazenly in front 

of everyone. Furthermore, only she could get 

away with it without causing any resentinent. In 

fact, eve1yone burst into laughter. 

"Very well, I'll write one for you now," Ilan 

Jingru reassured her. 

Once he was finished, Tian Shuirou did nothing 

else other than watch over the couplet and 

waiting for the ink to dry. It was as if she was 

afraid someone might steal it. 

Once the ink was dry, Tian Shuirou took it ho1ne 

excitedly. 

The atmosphere at the Tian residence was lively 

as all their relatives had gathered. They_ were 

discussing what their plans were for New Year's 

Eve. 

Once Tian Shuirou returned hon1e, Tian Jingshuo 

commented with a smile, "Here I was thinking 

that you have forgotten your own home. Co1ne 

quickly, we are discussing what we 're going to 

do for New Year's Eve. You have always given 

() 
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us suggestions for the past years, hence we arc at 

a loss without you." 

With regards to the activities, Tian Shuirou 

wasn't looking forward to the1n at all. Instead, 

she was already planning to head towards 

Genting Villa once she was done with New 

Year's Eve dinner. 

"Grandpa, come quickly, I want to show you 

something," Tian Shuirou called out in suspense. 

Tian Jingshuo furrowed his eyebrows in curiosity 

when he saw what look like a couplet in Tian 

Shuirou's hands. What does she have here?

When Tian Shuirou laid the couplet out on the 

table, she asked proudly, "Grandpa, wh�t do you 

think of this couplet?" 

Tian Jingshuo 's eyes lit up. He could clearly see 

that it was handwritten and vastly different from 

those that were being sold in town. 

"Tian Shuirou, isn't this just a couplet? What's 

the big deal?'' one of her relatives remarked in 

10 
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disappointinent. 

Tian Shuirou glared at that person and retorted, 

"You should shut up if you don't know 

anything." 

"Grandpa, what do you think of the calligraphy?" 

Tian Shuirou asked Tian Jingshuo excitedly. 

"It's written pretty well. I can see the strength 

behind the strokes and that it was done in one 

breath. The handwriting also exudes a lot of 

character. It takes someone many years of 

practice to write with such finesse. I hope you're 

not trying to claim that you wrote it." Tian 

Jingshuo replied. 

"It would be wonderful if I could write _something 

like that. This is Han Jingru's work," Tian 

Shuirou revealed. 

"Han Jingru!" Tian Jingshuo was filled with 

shock. To think that Han Jingru could write with 

such remarkable skill was indeed a huge surprise 

to hi1n. 

11 
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"Of course it has to be him. Who else is so 

capable?" Tian Shuirou proclai1ned proudly. 

Tian Jingshuo couldn't help himself but pick the 

couplet up to appreciate it from a closer distance. 

Staring at it, he couldn't stop praising it to 

himself. As for the relative who had looked down 

on the couplet, he quickly wiped the 

conte1nptuous expression off his face. 

He didn't know how to judge the quality of a 

couplet, but he was sure something that was 

written by Han Jingru was not to be trifled with. 
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The Tian family didn't just put Han Jingru 's 

couplet on the wall, they had it framed and placed 

it in the center of the living room. Fro1n Tian 

Jingshuo 's perspective, the couplet was 

considered priceless. It would be a pity if it were 

exposed to the elements. Furthermore, Tian 

Jingshuo had the feeling that s01nething limited 

like this would be worth even more in the future. 

Therefore, it was worth keeping as a family 

heirloom. 

On New Year's Eve, everyone was helping with 

the dinner preparations. Even Su Yimo who 

seldom stepped into the kitchen was busy inside. 

As for the men, they were all watching TV and 

drinking tea in the living hall, enjoying a rare 

moment of respite. 

Mo Lan, Lin Heng, Qi Ho were also at Genting 

Villa at Han Jingru 's invitation as they had no 

one to spend New Year's Eve with. After all, the 

n1ore the 1nerrier. It would be too pathetic of the1n 

to be left alone at Mojo. 

When it was time for dinner, everyone took their 

seats and filled the table. They ate and drank to 
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their heart's content while watching the New 

Year's Eve gala on TV. Everyone was enjoying 

themselves and chatting about everything under 

the sun. Even Han Xiang could feel the festive 

atmosphere and was reluctant to go to bed. 

At midnight, the sky over Yun City was 

illuminated by colorful fireworks. It signified the 

beginning of a brand new year. 

As the whole family watched the beautiful 

fireworks in front of their villa, Su Yi1no stood 

closely beside Han Jingru and held onto his arm 

tightly. 

As the New Year was here, Su Yimo knew that 

the thing she dreaded most was about to happen 

soon. 

She knew that Han Jingru would leave and there 

was nothing she could do about it. Moreover, she 

didn't want to stand in the way of his objective. 

No 1natter what Han Jingru wanted to do, she 

would always support his decision. 

Once the fireworks were over, everyone started to 

') 
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leave. 

Han Jingru and Su Yi1no retired to their bedroom. 

At times like these, they spent a passionate night 

together. 

The next day, it was New Year's Day. Based on 

tradition, the further one traveled today, the better 

one's luck would be for the whole year. 

Therefore, Han Jingru and his family gathered 

early in the morning and set off to visit a temple 

on the outskirts of the city. 

This was a habit that the rich practiced. Although 

Han Jingru didn't believe in superstition, he 

couldn't avoid going along with tradition. 

They departed in two Audis. Along the _way, Han 

Jingru received a call from Tian Shuirou. 

She asked Han Jingru what his plans were. to 

which Han Jingru replied that they were going to 

visit a temple. Upon hearing that, the Tian fa1nily 

gathered quickly and prepared to n1eet the Ilan 

family there. 
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The temple was exceptionally lively when they 

arrived. As Han Jingru and his entourage alighted 

from their cars, many in the crowd sneaked 

glances at the1n. Those that were in positions of 

power easily recognize Han Jingru and quickly 

went up to him to pay their respects. 

"Jingru, with your status now, it's no longer a 

good idea to be out in public like that. Or else, 

you will just be putting unnecessary pressure on 

others." Mo Lan couldn't help but tease when he 

saw a lot of people turning uptight in Han 

Jingru 's presence. 

Han Jingru didn't expect such a response too, as 

all he wanted was to immerse himself in the 

festive atmosphere. He realized all those around 

hi1n who were enjoying then1selves a 1noment 

ago now had awkward expressions on their 

[aces.If it isn't because of me, who else can it be? 

In a short while, the Tian family arrived. At the 

first opportunity, Tian Shuirou hurried up to,vards 

Su Yimo and warmly held her hand. 

This was Tian Shuirou 's tru1np card. Every time 

4 
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she had a dispute with Han Jingru, she would 

leverage Su Yimo 's influence to assuage her 

husband. Therefore, she clearly understood who 

she needed to curry favor with. 

"Yimo, look at you! Did you not have enough 

rest last night? Did Jingru bully you again?" Tian 

Shuirou asked Su Yimo after shooting a glance at 

Han Jingru. 

As they enjoyed a long night of passion, Su Yimo 

didn't have a chance to rest.However, this is what 

a couple should be doing anyway, so how is it 

considered bullying? 

Su Yimo shook her head and replied, "Last night, 

the sound of the fireworks felt like we were at 

war. So it was really hard to get a good _night's 

sleep." 

"In that case, Yun City should ban fireworks 

going forward," Tian Shuirou quipped. 

Su Yimo laughed awkwardly.Since when do I 

have such autho1ity. Even if I do, I can't take 

away what others enjoy just for 111y own selfish 

reasons. After all, it's only once a yem: 
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"Don't exaggerate, you 're blowing it out of 

proportion," Su Yimo replied. 

''Yimo, it's not an exaggeration at all. They did 

disrupt your sleep," Tian Shuirou reiterated with 

a matter-of-fact expression. 

At that moment, a crowd began to build as they 

greeted Han Jingru. They were just ordinary 

citizens who felt that being able to meet Han 

Jing1u was an honor. They didn't harbor any 

intentions of building a relationship. Since it was 

rare for them to meet someone important, they 

felt they would regret it if they missed the 

opportunity to greet him. 

After he finished returning their greetings, the 

Han family and Tian fan1ily entered the te1nple 

together. Since they were already there, they went 

through all the prayer formalities. Although !Ian 

Jingru didn't really believe in superstition, he still 

went along with it out of courtesy. 

Usually, one needed to queue to offer incense. 

6 
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The 1nore illustrious one was, the more offerings 

one would pay to the temple. Therefore, those 

that paid the most would be the first to offer their 

incense. 

However, news of Han Jingru's arrival had 

spread throughout the temple. Hence, those that 

arrived earlier to queue quickly 1noved aside to 

allow Han Jingru a path to enter. 

The further in front of the queue one was, the 

higher one's status was in Yun City. They 

definitely wouldn't want to offend Han Jingru 

over a trivial matter such as offering incense. No 

matter how impo1iant they were, they submitted 

themselves in front of Han Jingru. 

Once the incense was offered, the Han family and 

Tian family left the tempte. It wasn't a good idea 

for the1n to linger too long at such a crowded 

place. After all, Han Jingru attracted too much 

attention wherever he went. He had become the 

center of attraction, with more influence than any 

superstars. 

What he had wasn't just influence, people were 
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intimidated by hi1n. Anyone who saw him would 

automatically feel tense. 

It was just as Mo Lan had described. Han Jingru 

could no longer travel freely in public as the 

pressure he brought with hi1n was simply too 

great. 

After sending the rest of his fa1nily back to 

Genting Villa, Han Jingru, Mo Lan, and the rest 

went to Mojo. 

Mo Lan had already guessed what Han Jingru 

wanted to say. As the New Year had gone by, Han 

Jingru wasn't going to remain in Yun City for 

long. 

"Jingru, where are you heading next?" fyfo Lan 

took the initiative and asked Han Jingru. 

Sighing, Han Jingru replied, "Once I'm gone, I 

don't know when I'll come back. Do you think I 

should go?'' 

Mo Lan had no idea what Han Jingru was about 

to face. However, given his tone, it would 
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definitely be a long trip. 

From Su Yi1no's perspective, Han Jingru's 

departure was very unfair to her. After all, they 

now had children and he shouldn't be missing out 

Han Xiang's childhood. 

Nevertheless, Mo Lan knew that since it was 

something Han Jingru couldn't refuse, it must be 

extremely important. Hence, he had no choice but 

to go. 

"Honestly, you already have your answer. You 

may still struggle with it but haven't you already 

made your decision? Don't worry, Yun City is our 

home. We will swear on our lives that we will 

protect Su Yimo and Xiang," Mo Lan reassured 

Han Jingru with a stern face as he had 1nadc a 

mistake once. Hence, he wouldn't allow such a 

mistake to repeat itself. 

With Mo Lan and his co1npanions in Yun City, 

together with Yan Qiong's presence, Han Jingru 

didn't have to worry about Su Yi1no and Han 

Xiang's safety. However, he felt sorry for Su 

Yi1no as he didn't know how long he was going 
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to be away. 

"Three years. In three years, I will return no 

1nattcr what. Please take care of the1n for 1ne," 

Han Jingru declared. 

Mo Lan caught a deep breath. 

Three years! 

This three years will be terrible for Su Yi1no. 

"Jingru, take me with you," Qi Hu requested. 

Han Jingru shook his head. Apocalypse wasn't a 

place where anyone could enter. To take Jiang 

Yingying along was already an exception. Hence, 

it was impossible to bring Qi Hu along too. 

"You should stay in Yun City to protect Xiang on 

1ny behalf. I'm sure being Xiang's bodyguard 

isn't beneath you, am I right?'' Han Jingru asked. 

"Of course not. Going forward, I will be her 

shield. Whoever dares to hurt her will have to do 

so over my dead body," Qi Ilu proclaimed with 

10 
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conviction. 

"Mr. Mo, leave everything here to us.'' 
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During the next few days at Genting Villa, 1nany 

visitors came by to pay their respects for the New 

Year. This was the Tian fa1nily's privilege 

previously, but now everyone wanted to 

ingratiate themselves to the Ilan fan1ily instead. 

However, the Tian family wasn't bitter about it. 

In fact, they were also among those that arrived 

bearing gifts. In fact, Tian Jingshuo came 

personally with the1n. 

Nevertheless, the Tian family was still accorded 

special treatment. As for the others, they didn't 

even have the opportunity to enter the villa. At 

most, they could only leave their gifts at the door 

and send their regards before leaving. As for the 

Tian family, they were invited into the villa. After 

all, Tian Shuirou was just like a family _member 

of the Han family. Even Without Han Jingru 's 

pern1ission, she would invite her fan1ily into the 

villa on her own accord. 

On the fifth day of the new year, the 1nattcr they 

were expecting finally surfaced. 

When Mr. Yi and Fang Zhan appeared, Su Yimo 
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tried her best to control her e1notions. 

evertheless, she still couldn't prevent her 

expression fro1n darkening. 

She knew the 1no1nent she dreaded the most was 

finally here. 

"Have you put all your family matters in order?" 

Mr. Yi asked Han Jingru. 

Han Jingru subconsciously glanced at Su Yimo 

but saw that she lowered her head in silence. He 

knew that her emotions currently were in turmoil. 

Even he felt the same way. However, there was 

no way he could avoid going to Apocalypse. 

"Tomorrow. Give me one more day," Han Jingru 

requested. 

Mr. Yi nodded and walked towards Han Xiang. 

Ile took out a piece of translucent jade, which 

looked extre1nely valuable. 

"This is for my god granddaughter. It's a good 

luck charm 1nade of jade. I hope it will keep her 

safe and ward off evil,,, Mr. Yi affirn1ed. 
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Han Jingru didn't decline it. Since it was a gift 

fro1n Mr. Yi, it would definitely be of i1nmensc 

value. As he wanted to be her god grandfather, he 

naturally had to offer something to seal the 

relationship. 

"Is there news about n1y daughter?" Fang Zhan 

asked Han J ingru. 

"The Nangong fainily is fully focused on 

investigating the matter. Although they haven't 

found any leads, I assure you that the N angong 

family will track her down as long as she's alive," 

Han Jingru reported. 

Fang Zhan nodded in response. He didn't put 

Han Jingru in a spot as he appreciated how 

difficult the task was. After all, they diqn't have 

much information to go with. Therefore, to find 

his daughter was like looking for a needle in a 

haystack. 

"When we leave tomorrow morning, I' 11 wait for 

you at the foot of the hill." Leaving Han Jingru 

with those words, Mr. Yi and Fang Zhan left. 
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Su Yi1110 gradually approached Han Jingru and 

said, "I'll wait for you to return." 

Han Jingru nodded. Since this was son1ething 

unavoidable, he had no choice but to face it. 

Furthern1ore, to receive Su Yimo 's blessing and 

support made hi111 feel like the luckiest 1nan in 

the world. 

'·Don't worry, I will return as soon as possible." 

At the foot of the hill, Fang Zhan couldn't help 

but ask, "Mr. Yi, do you really want Han Jingru 

to join the Qualifying Tournan1ent? Isn't this 

decision too hasty? He is being watched by a lot 

of people. If he fails, he would be ridiculed 

within Apocalypse and it will be devastating for 

him emotionally." 

"Are you worried that he is unable to accept 

defeat?'' Mr. Yi asked. 

Fang Zhan nodded as that was his concern 

indeed. After all, Han Jingru was seen as being 

high profile within Apocalypse. Once he entered 

the competition, he would capture everyone's 

4 
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attention. It would be great if he could stand out 

during the Qualifying Tournainent. But if he were 

to fail, he would definitely be humiliated. In fact, 

he might even resent Apocalypse. Therefore, he 

was unconvinced that Mr. Yi 's arrangement was 

for the best. At the very least he should have 

given Han Jingru more time. 

One yea1: All he needs is one year and he will 

1ise to Platinum rank. There is no need to be in 

such a huny. 

"As long as you give him sufficient time, it 

would be very easy for him to achieve his task," 

Fang Zhan suggested. 

"Now is the best ti1ne for us to shock the world. 

He needs to prove hi1nself with his ow� abilities. 

Or else, how is he going fo shoulder the 

responsibilities of the Fourth Gate. And how is he 

going to convince others of his strength?'' Mr. Yi 

explained. 

The responsibilities of the Fourth Gate? 

Isn't he just a new me111ber of Apocalypse? What 

dot 
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he responsibilities of the Fourth Gate have 

anything to do with hi1n? 

Suddenly, Fang Zhan 's eyes widened in shock. 

He.looked at Mr. Yi in horror and asked, "M-Mr. 

Yi, d-do you intend to hand the Fourth Gate over 

to hi1n?" 

Fang Zhan couldn't believe his ears. Apocalypse 

was led by the Fourth Gate and Third Hall. The 

Fourth Gate possessed the highest authority 

a1nong all, and Mr. Yi was going to hand it over 

to Han Jingru. Fro1n Fang Zhan's perspective, 

this was something unimaginable. 

Mr. Yi nodded and continued, "You are well 

aware of what the situation is like within 

Apocalypse's Restricted Area. If anoth�r 

disturbance occurs there, no one can predict 

what's going to happen. I plan to .. .'' 

Mr. Yi paused and took a deep breath before 

adding, "We should enter and take a look.'' 

Fang Zhan was so shocked as if he were struck 

by lightning.Enter and take a look? 

6 
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Apocalypse had previously sent a few hundred 

1ncn but none of the1n returned, making it scc1n 

like a death trap. As so1neone important within 

the Fourth Gate, Mr. Yi chose to investigate by 

going hi1nself. However, Fang Zhan didn't see it 

as a wise choice. 

"Mr. Yi, you can't do that. Ever since the 

founding of Apocalypse, we have sent hundreds 

of men there but none have come back alive. 

Wouldn't it be suicide?" Fang Zhan remonstrated 

frantically. 

"I will have no regrets if I can find out what that 

place is about before I die. If I allow this 

unfinished business to hang over my head, I will 

not die in peace," Mr. Yi explained with 

conviction. It was obvious that his plan_ was 

decided upon a long time·ago; there was nothing 

Fang Zhan could say to change his 1nind. 

Fang Zhan let out a deep sigh.I wonde r what the 

others will think if they find out about this 

decision. I'1n afraid it will co1ne as a shock to 

everyone. 

7 
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"Mr. Yi, have you considered what will happen to 

the internal strife between the Fourth Gate and 

Third Hall? Once so1nething happens to you the 

Third Hall may swallow up the Fourth Gate and 

do1ninate the organization. From then on, 

Apocalypse will no longer be the same," Fang 

Zhan reminded. 

"That's why I have always been testing Han 

Jingru 's character and he has impressed n1e so 

far. Other than hi1n, I can't think of anyone else 

to lead the Fourth Gate," Mr. Yi concluded. 

"I think you are overestimating Han Jingru 's 

capabilities as he isn't strong enough to control 

the Fourth Gate as of now. Besides, there's still 

Lin Tong of the Fourth Gate. He will not allow 

Han Jingru to easily ascend the position of the 

head of the Fourth Gate,'" Fang Zhan explained. 

Given that Lin Tong had tried to disparage Han 

Jingru's behavior a few times, it's obvious how 

1nuch he wanted Han Jingru dead. The mon1cnt 

Lin Tong had the chance, he would definitely 

destroy Han Jingru. 

Using the Qualifying Tou111a111ent as an example, 
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Lin Tong will definitely instigate eve1yone in the 

Fourth Gate to ridicule lf an Jingru if he Jost. !Jan 

Jingru will lose his authority and who will be 

willing to Jet hi1n be the head of the Fourth Gate 

then? 

Mr. Yi smiled faintly and said, "I heard that Lin 

Tong is close to the me1nbers of the Third Hall 

recently. Fron1 the looks of it, he plans to betray 

the Fourth Gate. 

Betray the Fourth Gate? 

Those four words caused anger to flash across 

Fang Zhan's face. Although the Fourth Gate and 

Third Hall both belong to Apocalypse, the many 

years of internal strife had caused both factions to 

draw a clear line from each other. Both factions 

hated each other, to the extent fights broke out 

occasionally. If Lin Tong chose to betray the 

Fourth Gate for the Third Hall, it would be 

extremely humiliating for them. 

"This n1an is capable of anything. Wouldn't his 

actions humiliate the Fourth Gate?" Fang Zhan 

asked, gritting his teeth. 

9 
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"That's why I need Han Jingru to put him in his 

place. Everyone in the Third Hall is waiting for 

n1y downfall," Mr. Yi asserted. 

Fang Zhan let out a deep sigh and added, "I hope 

that Han Jingru doesn't disappoint you. Or else, 

the entire Fourth Gate would be disgraced along 

with him." 

Despite having such high hopes placed on him, 

Han Jingru was oblivious to them as he 

whispered sweet nothings to Su Yimo. He had 

only one day left. Hence, other than Su Yimo, he 

did not want to spend it with anyone else. 

At night, the three of the1n slept together. Other 

than Han Xiang sleeping soundly, both I-Ian 

Jingru and Su Yimo were still awake. �olding 

each other in their arms, both of them were 

reluctant to sleep. 

It wasn't until dawn that Su Yi1no got up to 

prepare breakfast for Han Jingru. Despite she was 

1narried to Han Jingru for such a long tin1e, she 

had never cooked for him before. Therefore, she 

wanted to fulfill her duty as a wife before he was 

gone. 

10 
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Once breakfast was prepared, Su Yi1no looked on 

nervously as Han Jingru dug in. With a delighted 

expression, he wolfed down the food and 

constantly praised Su Yimo for how delicious it 

was. This allowed the anxiety within her to ease. 

After breakfast, Han Jingru left Genting Villa as 

his family watched on. 

No one knew when they would all meet again. 

As Su Yimo returned to the villa with tears in her 

eyes, she tried the breakfast she made and started 

bawling. 

It was impossible for the food to taste delicious 

given how seldom she cooked. In fact, it was 

almost inedible. Nevertheless, Han Jingru still ate 

a lot which moved Su Yirb.o to tears. 

At the entrance of Genting hill Villas, Han Jingru 

and Jiang Yingying got into the car prepared by 

Mr. Yi. 

"Since we're heading to Apocalypse, I'll brief 

you on the current situation there," Mr. Yi stated 
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once they got in. 

Han Jingru nodded as it was a topic he was 

curious about. 

"Apocalypse was formed for a specific mission. 

As to ·what that is, you will know later but let's 

set it aside first. What I want to tell you is that 

Apocalypse is a hierarchical organization. Those 

with higher ranks will have more authority 

accordingly." 

"There are four ranks in Apocalypse. Platinum is 

the highest-ranked and they form the core of 

Apocalypse's members. While the Bronze rank 

1nembers carry out the simplest duties and are the 

bridge between Apocalypse and the outside 

world." 

"Since there are different ranks, there must be a 

way to differentiate the fighters based on their 

strength," Han Jingru commented. 

"You're right. Every year, there will be a 

Qualifying Tourna1nent. As long as one enters the 

tournament, one will be able to rise in the ranks. 
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Furthermore, the contest will begin next 111011th 

and I have registered your na1ne in all of the 

Qualifying Tourna1nents," Mr. Yi stated. He had 

1nade prior arrangements on behalf of Han Jingru. 

Without a doubt, his actions would generate a lot 

of controversy within Apocalypse . 

After all, ever since Apocalypse was founded, no 

one signed up for all of the Qualifying 

Tournaments at the same time. 

"I have just joined Apocalypse. So, I hope you're 

not thinking that I can achieve Platinum rank at 

the get-go?" Han Jingru inquired. 

"I'm not hoping. You must achieve it," Mr. Yi 

replied with a serious tone. 

"You do have very high nopes. Has anyone 

1nanaged to do it before?" Han Jingru was 

cunous. 

"No, that's why it's your chance to impress," Mr. 

Yi asserted. 

Han Jingru glared angrily at Mr. Yi and protested, 

3 



(. haptcr 764 

'"Mr. Yi, are you trying to get 1ne killed? Since 

no one has accomplished it before, what make� 

you think I can?'' 

"Are you afraid?" Mr. Yi provoked Han Jingru on 

purpose. Based on Han Jingru 's attitude, he was 

sure Han Jingru would disagree with him. 

"Afraid? Of course I an1. I don't want to die." 

Han Jingru's answer was the exact opposite of 

what Mr. Yi expected. Not only did Mr. Yi not 

know how to respond, but Fang Zhan, who was 

driving, was also shocked. 

Han Jingru continued, "I am now a husband and a 

father, so I can't throw my life away like that. I 

think you better cancel my participation. After 

all, it's really dangerous." 

Mr. Yi couldn't help but scratch his nose 

awkwardly. Why is this guy not playing along? 

Ile 's 1nessing up all 1ny plans. 

"Don't you want to impress everyone?" Mr. Yi 

tried to persuade Han Jingru. 

4 
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However, Han Jingru 's position was firm. Fr01n 

his perspective, nothing was more important than 

his own life. Su Yimo and Han Xiang were 

waiting at home for him. Hence, he had to 1nake 

sure he n1ade it back alive. 

"What the use of in1pressing others? If we lose 

our lives, it would all be over," Han Jingru 

replied. 

There was nothing Mr. Yi could say against that. 

Just when he was racking his brains on how to 

persuade Han Jingru, Fang Zhan suddenly spoke, 

"Everyone in Apocalypse now knows that you 

will be participating in the Qualifying 

Tournament. If you withdraw, you will become 

the laughing stock within Apocalypse." 

Mr. Yi was delighted as he felt those words 

would provoke Han Jingru into submission. 

However, what Han Jingru was about to say next 

would cause Mr. Yi to lose all hope. 

"When I was in Yun City for three years, I was 

already a laughing stock for being a useless son-
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in-law. But, I never cared about it at all.'' 

Mr. Yi was now in absolute despair as he had 

forgotten about Han Jingru 's growth in Yun City. 

If he were concerned about his pride, he wouldn't 

have endured three years of 1nassive hutniliation. 

To him, it was just another day in his life, to the 

extent he didn't bother to explain or defend 

hin1self. 

Mr. Yi took a deep breath and added, "Actually, 

there's another reason why I want you to do this." 

"I knew it. Tell me quickly. If you manage to 

convince me, I will put on a show for all of them 

to see," Han Jingru replied plainly. From the tone 

of his speech, it see1ned that he could fulfill Mr. 

Yi's hopes as long as he was willing to _do so . 

"I will be leaving Apocalypse and the Fourth 

Gate will be handed over to you. Therefore, I 

need you to stamp your authority during the 

tournament to control the Fourth Gate," Mr. Yi 

explained. 

Han Jingru had no idea what role the Fourth Gate 
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played in Apocalypse. However, he could 

surn1ise that Mr. Yi 's position was one that had 

ulti1nate authority and influence in the 

organization. 

And Mr. Yi actually wanted to hand it over to 

him. This was so1nething that Han Jingru didn't 

expect at all. 

"Where are you going?" Han Jingru asked with 

his eyebrows furrowed. 

"An extremely dangerous place. Apocalypse has 

sent hundreds of members there but no one 

returned alive. Therefore, I need to secure the 

future of the Fourth Gate first. If you want to 

know what that place is, I will tell you once you 

reach the Platinum rank. The reason is that it's a 

secret which only Platinum ranked members have 

the right to know," Mr. Yi explained. 

Only Platinun1 ranked core 111e1nbers are qualified 

to know. 

It was obvious that it wasn't just an ordinary 

place. Furthermore, this 1natter might be 
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Apocalypse's biggest secret. 

"Does Lin Tong not know? Ile is the Chosen One 

after all," I-Ian J ingru asked inq ui si ti vely. 

Mr. Yi shook his head and replied, "Although he 

is the Chosen One, his strength has not reached 

Platinum rank yet. As of now, he is still Gold 

rank." 

Lin Tong had many achievements in Apocalypse 

and was also one of the younger members who 

was promoted the fastest. However, he wasn't 

strong enough to face the test required for 

Platinum rank and consequently never signed up 

for it. 

In terms of rank promotion, the test for _the 

Platinum rank was the most unique. It was also 

the riskiest as one could lose his life. The ref ore, 

without adequate preparation, no one would dare 

to participate in it. 

"It seems it's not easy to achieve Platinum rank. 

Are you not going to tell me about the promotion 

process?'' Han Jingru ren1arked in a dissatisfied 
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tone. 

"Other than Platinun1 rank, you will need to be in 

the top three of all the tourna1nents to qualify for 

your promotion. As for the Platinun1 rank, you 

will have to go through a special test called the 

Devil's Cave. However, I cannot divulge to you 

the details about it,'' Mr. Yi explained. 

"Devil's Cave, just by hearing its na1ne I know 

you're trying to kill 1ne." Han Jingru pursed his 

lips. Despite being frustrated with Mr. Yi, his 

heart was actually burning with excitement. 

"Once you know the secret behind Apocalypse, 

you will understand why I'1n doing this. For me, 

I have no choice in this matter and it's son1ething 

that I must face," Mr. Yi added. 

Sensing Mr. Yi 's grim tone, Han Jingru grew 

more curious about Apocalypse's secret. 

Nevertheless, he knew it was useless to ask about 

it now as Mr. Yi would definitely not tell him. 

The only way to know was to beco1ne a Platinum 

rank core member. 
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"Since this is the case, let 111e give it a try. I don't 

think it's going to be too difficult for me," Han 

Jingru beat his chest as he spoke. However, it 

wasn't a de111onstration of confidence. Instead, he 

was trying to gather his courage. 

He was wearing the two skulls on his chest. 

Based on both his and Jiang Yingying's 

experience, Han Jingru was sure that their power 

came from the two skulls. Although he wasn't 

sure if the skulls would continue to strengthen 

him, Han Jingru felt confident of facing any 

situation with the special power they bestowed 

upon him. 

"I know this isn't fair to you but I have no choice. 

I hope you understand my position," Mr. Yi 

sighed. 

"By the way, am I to act as your disciple?'' Han 

Jingru suddenly asked. 

Mr. Yi had never officially taken Han Jingru in as 

his disciple and their relationship wasn't as such. 

However, that was what he said when asked. 
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"That's right." 

"Fine, I' 11 try my best to keep up appearances. 

But don't blame 111c if I forget occasionally." 

His words caused Mr. Yi 's expression to darken. 

There were tons of people who wanted to be his 

disciple. However, Han Jingru acted as if it 

wasn't a big deal at all. 

* Rate the Translation to Get 2 Pearls.
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"Have you heard that Han Jingru is going to 

participate in the Qualifying Tournatnent? He 

really has a death wish." 

"Other than wanting to die, I think he is trying to 

n1akc a fool of hin1self." 

'"He still is Mr. Yi 's disciple. Perhaps he is really 

strong as Mr. Yi has never taken a disciple 

before." 

"Strong? Warriors from the outside world are 

nothing compared to those in Apocalypse. No 

1natter how good he is, can he beat Lin Tong?" 

Within Apocalypse, the news that Han Jingru was 

entering all Qualifying Tournaments spread like 

wildfire. Most of them saw it as just a j9ke. 

Each of the four ranks required one to overcome 

a massive threshold, especially that of the 

Platinutn rank. No one had passed the test in the 

last ten years. Even Lin Tong who was known as 

the Chosen One had not taken up the Platinun1 

rank challenge. Instead, it was the newco1ner Han 

Jingru who did. From the perspective of those 
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within Apocalypse, Han Jingru either didn't 

know what he got hi1nsclf into or he was just 

crazy. 

It was the talk of the town, to the extent Han 

Jingru was already famous within Apocalypse 

even before he arrived. However, he was now 

famous in a negative way, si1nilar to that of a 

clown making a fool of himself. 

"What are you talking about?" When some of 

them were discussing it passionately, Lin Tong's 

voice suddenly rang out from behind them. 

Despite not having any real authority in 

Apocalypse, Lin Tong's title as the Chosen One 

struck fear in the hearts of many. Everyone knew 

that with his strength, joining the leade�ship of 

Apocalypse was just a 1ntUter of time. 

"Lin Tong, we're talking about that joker Han 

Jingru.'' 

"Yup, we find it hilarious that he wants to 

participate in all of the Qualifying Tournan1ents." 
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"I wonder if Mr. Yi is beco1ning senile to take in 

someone like that as his disciple." 

One of them who obviously wanted to ingratiate 

hi1nself with Lin Tong, approached him and said, 

"Lin Tong, I really think Mr. Yi 's mind is failing 

due to his age. How can he ignore you, the 

Chosen One, when you are right before his eyes. 

Instead, he chooses to take in a clown as his 

disciple. I really sympathize with you." 

Lin Tong sneered in response. He didn't know 

why Mr. Yi took in Han Jingru as his disciple. 

But, he was sure of one thing, it was a stupid 

move. 

With 1ny achievements in Apocalypse, how can 

someone like Han Jingru even co1npare_? 

"That's right. We share the san1e sentiments too. 

Although we don't know how strong Han Jingru 

really is, he is still from the outside world. How 

can he even compete with you?'' 

"Within Apocalypse, you are the one whose 

strength is growing the fastest. There is no one 
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here that is 1nore capable than you. Hence, Han 

Jingru is nothing to you." 

"Sigh, I don't know what has gotten into Mr. Yi." 

The few men who were flattering Lin Tong were 

Gold rank n1e1nbers. They knew that if they were 

able to get into Lin Tong's good graces, they 

would have a powerful patron within 

Apocalypse. 

Meanwhile, Lin Tong indulged himself in the 

flattery as he loved to hear others praise him. 

However, he didn't show it on his face. He 

plainly replied, "Mr. Yi is the head of the Fourth 

Gate. I'm sure he rnust have his reasons. How 

can you slander someone as important as him 

behind his back?" 

"We're just feeling indignant on your behalf. It's 

such a pity that s01neone of your talent is being 

overlooked." 

Lin Tong sneered. 

Pity? There's no need for pity at all. 
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After !Ian Jingru a1Tives at Apocalypse, I have 

1ny own way of dc1nonstrating how n1uch 111orc 

capable I a1n than hi111. Furthe1more, he has 

unknowingly participated in all the Qualifying 

Toun1an1ents. Sooner or Jatc1; he will 1nake a fool 

of J1i1nself anyway.At the current stage, Lin Tong 

didn't need to do anything at all. All he had to do 

was sit back and watch Han Jingru hutniliate 

himself. 

More importantly, he had a close relationship 

with the Third Hall. Even the head of the Third 

Hall had 1nadc him a promise. As long as he was 

willing to join them, they would definitely groom 

him for leadership. 

Lin Tong had already imagined the mo1nent he 

could squash the Fourth Gate with his (oot and let 

Mr. Yi suffer the consequences of his decision. 

Furthermore, he wanted those who belong to the 

Fourth Gate to know that it was their loss to have 

excluded him. 

"You should know your boundaries. It's fine if 

you talk about it behind closed doors, but never 

let Mr. Yi hear it," Lin Tong instructed. 
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In the face of his gentle re1ninder, the few 1nen 

nodded repeatedly. However, the debate within 

Apocalypse about Han Jingru wouldn't just stop 

just because the few of thcn1 kept quiet. 

In fact, Han Jingru had beco1ne the talk of the 

town. The situation was si1nilar to four years ago 

in Yun City where Han Jingru had just joined the 

Su family. He was disparaged on a si1nilar level 

then. 

Two days later, Han Jingru arrived at the edge of 

Apocalypse. 

Previously, he had thought about where 

Apocalypse was located and why so many people 

couldn't find its secret location. Only after 

arriving did he realize that Apocalypse _was 

buried deep in the mountains covered by forests. 

There wasn't a trace of civilization around and 

therefore i1npossible for anyone to find. 

"Apocalypse has blocked all satellite signals so 

even they don't know we're here," Fang Zhan 

stood beside Han Jingru and explained. 
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Han Jingru laughed. Ile had definitely thought of 

it given how s1nart he was. Nevertheless, he still 

expressed his gratitude towards Fang Zhan for 

explaining. 

Hls this the edge of Apocalypse?" Han Jingru 

asked. 

Fang Zhan nodded and replied, "This is the first 

step towards entering Apocalypse. Everyone here 

is Bronze rank." 

From afar, Han Jingru could see two familiar 

figures. It was Zhuang Tang and Gong Tian. He 

remembered that he had beaten up badly both 

master and student while he was with the 

Nangong family. 

"You will now have to stay here. Only after you 

have won the Bronze rank tourna1nent can you 

proceed to the next level,,, Mr. Yi instructed Han 

Jingru. 

During their journey, Han Jingru was already 

briefed clearly on Apocalypse's rules. Only after 

winning all the tourna1nents from the lowest level 
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up can he n1ove to the next place. 

"Mr. Yi, if I lose here, am I going to be 

hu1niliated?" Han Jingru asked with a smile. 

"Not only will you be humiliated, even I will be 

disgraced,'' Mr. Yi replied. 

Han Jingru waved his hand and added, "You 

should leave quickly. This isn't a place where 

someone as highly placed as you can stay long." 

After shooting Fang Zhan a glance, Mr. Yi left. 

He had left Han Jingru 's training in the hands of 

Fang Zhan. All he needed to do was to wait for 

Han Jingru at the Fourth Gate. 

At that moment, many Bronze rank me1nbers 

sta1ied to gather as they heard about Han Jingru 's 

arrival. They looked at him with condescending 

stares. 

"So, is this guy Han Jingru? There doesn't seen1 

to be anything special about him." 

"What a joke. How can someone like hin1 
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participate in the Qualifying Tourna1ncnt?" 

"Is Mr. Yi blind to have accepted a person like 

him as his disciple? Lin Tong is a thousand tin1cs 

1nore capable than this guy." 

From their perspective, Han Jingru didn't look 

like much other than having a handsome face. 

Since Apocalypse was a place where looks didn't 

matter and everything depended on your prowess, 

they were sure Han Jingru wouldn't survive 

there. 

"He even brought a woman with him. Why does 

he need someone to take care of him? Can't he be 

more independent?" 

"I heard he is the son of a prominent family and 

has been pampered since be was young. Now that 

he is an adult, he still relies on his babysitter." 

"Hahaha, that's really funny. I just can't wait to 

see him disgrace himself." 

At that moment, Zhuang Tang and Gong Tian 

walked up to Han Jingru. Their attitude was 
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different fron1 the others and wasn't patroniLing 

at all. They had felt firsthand how powerful llan 

Jingru was. 

As .they had been defeated by Han Jingru before, 

they had no right to ridicule him. 

"Han Jingru, I didn't expect to see you so soon," 

Zhuang Tang greeted hin1. 

"It's been some time as a few months have 

passed. However, I didn't expect both of you to 

be Bronze rank," Han Jingru remarked. 

Zhuang Tang smiled faintly and didn't see Han 

Jingru's words as an insult. He replied, "The 

Qualifying Tournament isn't as simple as you 

think. Even within the Bronze ranks, there are a 

lot of formidable fighters-who are still unknown.'' 
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