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Iluang Xiaoyong knew exactly what kind of a 

person Chen Tiexin was. After all, they grew up 

together in Longyun City. Chen Tiexin was an 

entitled kid all along. He was insolent because he 

had his fa1nily at his back. Ile never needed to be 

nice to anyone. Rather, it was always people 

around hin1 who had to cater to him. 

This was why Huang Xiaoyong found it hard to 

believe when Chen.Tiexin actually admitted that 

he just bootlicked Han Jingru. It was as if he had 

become a different person altogether! 

Currying favor with other people was so1nething 

Huang Xiaoyong had done his whole life. Ile 

grew up in the governor's residence and they had 

to kowtow to the Three Major Fa1nilies all the 

time. But still, he cocked his head and let off a 

heatiy laugh when Chen Tiexin did exactly the 

sa1ne to win Han Jingru 's favor. 

"I have to flatter others because over at the 

governor's residence, we're under the heel of the 

Three Major Fan1ilies. But you're di1Terent. 

You 're the eldest son of the Chen fa1nily! You 

never had to grovel to anyone!'' IIuang Xiaoyong 



( 'h�11 T1�xi11 t=httt=kkd u1wasily as he listened. I Ic 

knew I luang Xiaoyong was teasing him about 

how t=ot=ky he used to be. 

But things were different now. I Ian Jingru was a 

skilled lighter and Chen Tiexin did not mind 

fawning on him just so he could be his disciple. 

Chen Tiexin raised his eyebrows slightly and 

shrugged in indifference. "Well, what can I do? 

People change. If you can put up with it for years, 

why can't I?" 

Opposite him, Iluang Xiaoyong nodded in 

agreement. "Desperate times call for desperate 

measures. I'm glad you finally understood this. 

But I bet you never saw this coming when you 

chased my Master out of the Chen residence." 

Chen Tiexin smiled wryly as he recalled that 

incident. What he did turn out to be his biggc t 

regret. If he had not kicked Ilan Jingru out, he 

would not have been caught in a thorny situation 

like this today. 
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If he could undo the past, he would never behave 

imperiously towards Ilan Jingru- nor would he 

throw hi111 out of the Chen residence. 

"I have to admit it's my fault. Things would be 

different if I weren't being foolish back then. I 

gues I can only make up for 1ny mistakes.'' Chen 

Tiexin replied as he lowered his head. 

Huang Xiaoyong adjusted his seat unc01nfortably 

and took a quick look at Han Jingru, who seen1ed 

unmoved by Chen Tiexin's apology. "You want 

to make amends? Do you think that means 

anything to my Master? He's not interested in 

whatever your family has to offer. It means 

nothing to him.'' 

Chen Tiexin knew he should humble himself 

before Han Jingru. It was true that there was 

nothing the Chen family could offer that the latter 

could not get himself. 

Fro1n how capable Ilan Jingru was, it was just a 

matter of time before he made it to the Imperial 

Court. By then, he would be able to have 

anything he wanted. 



"IIuang Xiaoyong, this has nothing to do with 

you." Chen Tiexin replied. lie was already 

having a hard time trying to please Ilan Jingru. 

"Of course, this is none of my business. But I still 

have to say this.'' 

Chen Tiexin furrowed his brows in confusion, 

trying to understand what Huang Xiaoyong 

1neant. 

"My Master is not interested in talking to you, 

that's why I'm asking you to leave on his behalf.'' 

Huang Xiaoyong continued. 

His cold and blatant rejection struck Chen Tiexin 

like a thunderbolt. But there was no way he was 

giving up just like that. 

"Han Jingru, please give me a chance to make it 

up to you. I'll do anything you ask me to. 1'111

even willing to hand over the whole Chen family 

to you as long as you take me in as your 

disciple." 

But the truth was, the Chen family meant nothing 



to Ilan Jingru. 
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Before long, Han Jingru stood up and pointed 

towards the door. "It's time for you to leave. I'm 

willing to bury the hatchet with the Chen fa1nily, 

but you should just give up on the idea of 

becoming my disciple." 

Beside him, Huang Xiaoyong stood up and 

smiled politely at Chen Tiexin. "It's time my 

Master gets some rest. Please see yourself out or 

you '11 only have yourself to blame for what 

happens next." 

Before Chen Tiexin could further i1nplore Han 

Jingru to take him in, a blinding flash swept 

across his view and the Manticore appeared 

beside Huang Xiaoyong. 

Its deep and threatening growl reverberated in the 

room and the creature bared its teeth at the 

guests. 

Chen Tiexin 's heart sunk. Ile knew all hope wa. 

gone. But it was not like he did not expect thing 

to turn out like this. It was impossible that he and 
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his father could change Ilan Jingru 's mind when 

even Chen Yanran had failed to do so. 

Although Chen Tiexin knew this would be the 

outcome, he still found it hard to come to terms 

with the reality. 

Throughout all these years, his only wish was to 

learn under a strong master. Now that he had 

finally met so1neon� worthy of his respect, he 

was denied the chance. 

What was more disheartening was that even 

someone like Huang Xiaoyong could have Ilan 

Jingru as his master-but not him. 

Beside Chen Tiexin, his father finally spoke. Ile 

felt he had to give it a last try. "Han Jingru, can't 

you just give my son a chance?" 

"I've already shown enough mercy by not 

destroying the whole Chen family.'' Ilan Jingru 

replied calmly. What he said was not an 

understatement considering what Chen Ticxin 

had done to him. I Ian Jingru had all the reasons 

to kill them, but he did not because that was 
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simply not how they did things back on earth. 

Life was precious to him and it was not his nature 

to butcher his enen1ies although he knew that was 

what any fighter in Xenos would readily do. 

Chen Yuanhai let out a sigh of resignation as the 

last ray of hope he clung to vanished completely. 

He had no choice but to leave with Chen Tiexin. 

After seeing the father and son out, Huang 

Xiaoyong returned to Han Jingru. "Master, the 

news about you has spread far and wide. I think 

it's just a matter of time before the Imperial Court 

sends someone to Longyun City." He said. 

Han Jingru nodded in silence. Now that things 

had come so far, he knew he could not hide 

forever. 

"Whatever comes, comes. We'll take one thing at 

a tin1e." He replied. 

Iluang Xiaoyong lifted his gaLe and scanned the 

garden. A flicker of anxiety Oeeted across his 

eyes as he recalled the three corpses of the people 

from the Imperial Court buried in the garden. I k 
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wondered if his Master was also worried about 

the In1perial Court finding out about it. 

"Master, what if they ask about the three 

people?" Huang Xiaoyong asked in a whisper. 

Thi was a secret only the two of them shared. 

Huang Xiaoyong did not even dare breathe a 

word to Bailing Wan' er despite the deep-rooted 

erunity between her and the In1perial Court. 

Han Jingru turned towards hin1 and shot hin1 a 

clueless look. "I thought the three of them 

already left Longyun City?" 

Huang Xiaoyong was taken aback by his 

Master's words. It took hi1n a while to finally 

understand what his 1naster meant. "Oh, yes! Of 

course. How can I not re1ne1nber that? A lot of 

people saw them leave the city." He replied. 

"By the way, what brings you here today? Don't 

tell me you' re here to talk about the In1perial 

Court." IIan Jingru asked. 

"Well, my dad invited you over to the governor's 

residence. Ile wanted to thank you in person. But 
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of course, that's if you feel like going. You don't 

have to feel obliged." IIuang Xiaoyong said. 

'"Oh, I don't feel obliged to go, actually." IIan 

Jingru replied brazenly. 

Huang Xiaoyong blinked his eyes hard trying to 

process his Master's honesty.Dang1 I shouldn't 

have given hi1n the option. I-le would've agreed if 

I said 111y dad insisted. 
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The Xie fa1nily patriarch paced about as he 

awaited ad111ission into the Wang residence. 

"Have you heard about what happened the last 

couple of days?" He asked the moment he saw 

the Wang fa1nily patriarch. 

"You mean at Han Jingru's house?" The latter 

asked in return. 

The Xie family patriarch nodded hurriedly. The 

Chen family had been behaving suspiciously 

lately. Twice had they gone over to the hmnble 

abode. At first, the patriarch thought it was 

nothing he ought to be concerned about. But 

when he found out that Chen Yuanhai even went 

over hi1nself, he felt something was fishy. 

There must be something going on else Chen 

Yuanhai would not pay a visit hi1nself. 

What was 1nore perplexing was that the father, 

the son, and the daughter all left the place looking 

dejected. 

So the Xie family patriarch did so1ne background 
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check but the findings of his investigation left 

hin1 baffled. 

The person staying there was Ilan Jingru the 

useless guy who was chased out of the Chen 

fan1ily earlier on. If he were a nobody, why 

would Chen Yuanhai go to meet him himself? 

"I really don't understand why people from the 

Chen family keep going over!" He cried out in 

frustration. 

Likewise, the Wang fan1ily patriarch had been 

keeping tabs on what was going on. But neither 

could he get his head around what was really 

happening at the house. It was not until I Iuang 

Xiaoyong arrived at that place did he finally 

understand everything. 

"The Chen family 1nade a huge mistake. They're 

trying all they can to make amends. But 

obviously, things didn't turn out as they wanted." 

He explained. 

The Xie fa1nily patriarch got even n1ore confused. 

"Iluh? What did they do? I don't understand.'' 
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''Mr. Xie, don't you know that Iluang Xiaoyong 

also went to the house?'' 

The patriarch nodded. Ile had asked his people to 

keep a harp eye out, and he had gotten reports 

about that. 

But to the Xie fa1nily patriarch, Huang 

Xiaoyong's presence was simply to bring the 

Chen fan1ily down a peg or two. That man went 

over just to show off and gloat over the family. 

''I bet Huang Xiaoyong was there to make Chen 

Tiexin look bad. After all, the latter never once 

respected hi1n. But the tides have turned now that 

Huang Xiaoyong is a Fifth Stage fighter." 

"No, that's just partially true." The other 

patriarch interrupted. 

"Come on, Mr. Wang, just say whatever you want 

to say. I don't like this suspense." 

The Wang fa1nily patriarch smiled and shook his 

head disapprovingly. "Everything is so sin1plc. 

You need to think harder. Don't you know that 
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Iluang Xiaoyong has a Master?" 

The Xie fan1ily patriarch had obviously heard 

about it. Ever since words spread in Xiaoling 

City, not a single person in Longyun City did not 

know about what happened. But still , he did not 

see any link between these two things. 

He tilted his head trying to figure it out but still, 

he got nothing. Seeing him struggling, the Wang 

fan1ily patriarch finally told hin1 everything in 

plain terms. "Has it never occurred to you that 

Han Jingru is actually Huang Xiaoyong's 

Master?" 

"What? Han Jingru is his Master?" That dropped 

like a bomb.I-fan Jingru is just a piece of trash, 

how can he be Huang Xiaoyong's Master? 

This is ridiculous! 

Eve1yone in Longyun City knows how u cle . he 

is. Many n1ocked hi1n when he was chased out of 

the Chen residence. Eve1yone treats hin1 as a 

joke. !low is he possibly a fighter? 

4 
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"I don't believe it. Ilow is he Huang Xiaoyong's 

Master?" 

The Wang fan1ily patriarch tittered and rolled his 

eyes. "What do you think it takes to be a fighter? 

I think Han Jingru totally has what it takes to be 

one. ln1agine the humiliation he had gotten when 

he was tlu·own out. But this man looks back at his 

suffering as if it's nothing. To him, the Chen 

fa1nily is not even an enemy worthy of his 

attention. This is the kind of man who knows 

what is really important. After all, why does a 

mighty lion need to waste its energy on a 

hannless ant?" 

The Xie family patriarch nodded faintly as 

everything finally made sense. His lips quivered 

in fear as he struggled to bring up another 1nattcr 

of grave i1nportance. 

"Wait... Does this mean !Ian Jingru killed the 

Fourth Stage fighter last time?" It suddenly 

dawned upon the frightened patriarch that that 

was the only reason why he had since lost all 

contact with the fighter after !Ian Jingru brought 

him away. 
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Ile could finally connect all the dots now. 

Since Han Jingru was such a seasoned warrior, it 

was totally possible that the Fourth Stage fighter 

died in his hands. 

The Wang fan1ily patriarch nodded solemnly and 

pursed his lips. That was also how he figured out 

who Han Jingru was. It was by pure luck that 

they left the Chen residence just in time-else 

they could have died that day. 

"Mr. Wang, what should we do now?" 

"Don't worry, Mr. Xie. The Chen fan1ily is 

bearing the brunt of Han Jingru 's wrath. Besides, 

we've never offended him in any way. But we do 

have to realize that we can no longer stand in the 

way of the governor." Huang Ilouyi used to be 

their puppet who had to say yes to all the Three 

Major Families' den1ands-but things had 

changed. 

"What about Han Jingru? Should we do 

so1ncthing to get on his good side? After all, he's 

able to tan1e a seven-star fan1iliar. Judging fro1n 

6 
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his ability, I think he is at least in one of the last 

three Stages." The Xie fan1ily patriarch inquired 

worriedly. 

"No, we shouldn't do that. All these petty tricks 

won't work on s01neone as competent as him. 

What we need to do is always be on our guard 

and make sure we never cross him." 

But the Xie fa1nily patriarch begged to differ. He 

had got a plan of his own on and was ready to 

instigate it there and then. He stood up and 

reached for the door. 

"I' 11 make a move first then. See you, Mr. Wang.'' 

Right after he left, the Wang family patriarch 

quickly sumn1oned his servants and gave explicit 

orders. "Prepare some expensive gi fts, including 

some of the precious treasures I keep in 1ny 

study!'' 

Likewise, over at the Xie fa1nily, everyone was 

busy putting their gifts together before making 

for Ilan Jingru 's house. 
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Although the important fa1nilies knew a capable 

n1an like I Ian Jingru would probably not even 

cast his eyes on their gifts, they still had to at 

least try getting on good terms with hi1n. 

Last time, anyone who was able to make it to the 

Fourth Stage could declare themselves lord and 

rule over Longyun City. And Han Jingru was 

someone who n1ade it to the ultimate three 

Stages. This was nothing like what the two 

families had seen before. It went without saying 

that they should grab hold of this opportunity to 

flatter Han Jingru. 

Over at Han Jingru 's house, everything was 

relatively calm and uneventful. He was not the 

very least concerned about the Imperial Court 

coming after him because of the three people he 

killed. After all, they had no proof. Besides, 

judging fro1n how things were, he was pretty sure 

they would not pick a fight out for anything. It 

was 1nore likely that they would be here to 

summon him over. 

But Bailing Wan'er remained his biggest concern. 

The Iinperial Court would be furious if they 
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found out who she was since her real identity was 

taboo. Thinking of it, Han Jingru cleared his 

throat and turned towards her as he phrased his 

words carefully. 

"Wan' er, the Imperial Court will send son1eone to 

Longyun City soon. If you're not ready to meet 

those people, I can arrange for you to stay 

elsewhere for the moment." 
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