Chapter 105

After that night at the secret cave, Tatum has been nothing but sweet to
Leila. Mot a day has passed since then that she has not received some sort
of gift from him.

She goes to bed with foot rubs and back massages and this moming, she
wolie up to breakfast in bed, prepared by him but she suspects Adaline
must have been there to coach him because the food was really delicious.

Right now, she is heading to meet Clayton. He called her and said that he
may have some news about Bobby Lister, Carmela’s hit man.

Surprisingly, Clayton has been open about the whole process and isn't

hiding anvihing {rom her as she (irst suspected he would.

The usual scowl on his face when he sees her is gradually becoming a full
smile and he even took her out to lunch an one occasion, called it partmer

bonding as they are now partners working on a case together.

Leila opens the door to his office, somewhere she now enters without
permission and the first person she sees is Carmela.

Leila immediately feels uneasy, bitterness and anper twirl in her stormach

and upon seeing her, Carmela immediately stands up.

Leila stares at her coldly and as Carmela walks past, she bows quickly to
Leila and leaves, giving Clayton one last sullen gaze which Leila does not
miss.

Leila squints at Clayton, it is unlike Carmela to show her respect.

“What did shewant?"” Leila asks in a tone calder than she intends and




Clayton smirks at her.

“I know I'm handsome but 1'm not Tatum, vou don’t need to sound so
jealous over me."

Teila hisses, making a face at him. “You wish. T'm only worried that she
might make you—" Leila hesitates.

Clayton has been nothing but honest and open about the process of the
investigation with her so far but she cannot forget his weakness for

Carmela.

Carmela is good at manipulation and she may use Clayton's soft spot for
her to get information of their investigation or worse, sabotage the

investigation,

Unight make me what? Clayion asks in a serious tone, watching Leila

calculatingly.
“Mever mind,” Leila dismizsses him and Clayton fromms.

“Yow're afraid she’ll use me to alter the investigations™ He asks in a cold
voice, “What do you take me for? A simp who cannot differentiate his
duties from other affairs. "

“Iwouldn't kmow Clayton, it's nothing you haven't done before,” Leila
replies sharply.

Clayton opens his mouth to reply but he stops himself from saving
anything, remembeting that day at the torture cell.

Even if he was carrying out his duty that day, he did go cverboard with
the punishment he gave to Leila and she did not even take any actions

apainsl hirm Gl now.




Guilt and regrel overpower his epo and he sighs, leaning back into his
seat.

“About that day, let me apalopise to you. T'm truly sorry about it,
especially now that Tknow you were with child. What T did was beneath
me and I hope we can put it behind us.

“I gave you my word, This investigation will run as smoothly as it should,
Mo outside force will influence it, it is my promise toyow."”

Leila smirks at him_ She had long forgotten the incident and holds no
grudge against him. She just wants the truth to prevail so she can finally
he with Tatum as she wants to be.

U111 trust your word head warrlor,” she replies monotonously.

“Hmm," Clayton nods and then he promptly says. *“You should never
hawve married Tatum. ™

“Excuse me?™ Leila's volee is sharp and cold and her eves flare with
anger.

ST didn't mean it like that,” Clayton replies, leaning closer bo her, resting

his elbows on Lhe Lable.

“T'we been thinking about it lately, why T turned my back on you, treated
you like my enemy. Heck, most of us did and it*s all because you married

the Alpha."

“Is there somewhere you're going with this? Otherwise, you can tell me
wihy you sent for me. [ can’t go back and change my decision or yours, "

Leila replies coldly.



Clayton wanls ta say more, loexplain o her whalt the prophecy
represented to the people, a symbol of hope and prosperity.

Tt is higger than Carmela, it has always been,
The Phoenix Luna.

Thal is wha il is aboul, the Luna whose reipn the pack has waited lor, [or

OVET d CEnLumy.

She suddenly died and her best friend married the Alpha she was
suppased to marry after her death, in barely less than a weel.

The best friend who also happened to be the last person that saw the

phoenix Luna alive.

Leila turned Carmela into a martyr by taking her place so willingly and

she became the martyr-maker.

That's why they turmed on her but through it all she never fought back,
not once.

She went about her duties and the paclk has actually prospered. Their
economy has grown in the two years of her reign more than it did in the
last decade combined.

“Fine. You'll hear no further from me on the matter but just know that if
the Alpha ultimately decides to keep vou as the Luna, vou will get no

trouble from me because you have been one hell of a fine Luna.”
Leila gives hirn a weird look, leeling surprisingly comloried by his wards.

Wasn't he just berating her for marrying Tatum and now he doesn't have

a problem with it
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“These are the possible places that could be his lair, we'll start checking
them soon,” Clayton passes a folder to her.

He watches Leila as she tlips through it and he wonders why Carmela

wants a sample of Teila’s blood to prove her own innocence.

Mo one is even pointing a finger at her but the Iron claw pack wants to
tear Leila's throat open.

Howwould Leila’s blood even help prove Carmela’s innocence?
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