Chapter 93

Leila sniffs back her tears and wipes the few drops that escape as she
hlinks with the back of her hand befare she shuts the doar slowly and

drags her heavy teet towards Adaline.
“Come, sit beside me,"” Adaline pats the space beside her on the bed.

Teila sits, watching Adaline’s soulful expression closely, her heart thuds
gently and Leila surprisingly feels calm when Adaline rests her hamds on
het thigh to stop Leila from shaking her legs.

“Tell me the truth Leila, do you love Tatum?"

Teila freexes, notb expecting that line of questioning from Adaline but the
wornan asks in such a calm and gentle tone, bereft of any hostility and
even if Leila thinks it is the wrong decision, she replies.

“¥og, I've always loved him. ™
Adaline smiles broadly, heightening Leila’s confusion.

“Thnow, it is quite obvious. Now tell me, what do you think of me, an evil

mother in law? Avindictive bitch?"*

Leila looks away from Adaline's peering eyes. If they are having a heart to
heart, it is better to tell her how she really feels.

“Iroublesome mavbe but not evil and 1 would never think of vou as a
bitch, mother. You forget but 1 do not, youwere my role model growing
up, it was youwho named me at birth, you used to really love me but
somehow things turned sour between us,” Teila replies and poosebumps

rent her skin as tiny teardrops break loose from her sombre eyes.



In her younger years, there was no one fonder of her than Adaline, she
may have been the daughter of the head warrior but she was more known
for being the god daughter of the Luma. In fact, it was Adaline's fondness
of her that fostered her early relationship with Tatum.

But as the vears went by, Adaline's doting morphed into loathing.

“I have not forgotten, my little spitfire,” Adaline addresses Leila with her
personal nickname for her for the first time in years and her own eyes

coal with lears.

"1 am a mother and something you will learn soon is that we place the
happiness of our children above all other things. Tdo not hate you, nor do
Tmean to unnecessarily create trouble for you but you see, Tatum found
hiz mate and I didn’t want you around him anymaore, that's why T
changed.

“Mothing in this life can bring a truer happiness and peace to a werewolf
than being with the one the poddess ordained lor thern and T want my

s0n Lo experience Lhal bul yvou are slanding in the way.™

Every word that comes out of Adaline’s mouth is like ice being dumped
on Leila as realisation after realisation hits her and she just stares
blankly at Adaline, unable to utter a word, despite the storm of different
painful emotions wading through her,

Adaline takes her hand and squeezes it, a distant smile on her lips. “ Do
you kmow who the original Tatum is?”

“Original Tatum?™ Leila retorts, her sullen eves filled with confusion.

“Yes, the original Tatum. He was my first husband, my first love and the
epic love of my life," Adaline replies and Leila is bevond stunned to hear



those words.
Adaline was married before she married Alpha Darren?
Adaline looks up and siphs deeply before she continues.

“Tatum and I first met when ['was about fifteen and he was seventeen,
our chemistry was.....off the charts, the love was amazing and everything
was perfect. He was evervthing I ever wanted in a man and much more,
everyone supported our union even at such young ages but my world was
quickly turned into hell when a year later, Tatum found his fated mate, "

Adaline pauses and Lakes anolher deep sigh.

“T thought that was it, T thought it was over but then, he did the
unexpected. He rejected his mate for me, that was the height of his love,
nothing could top it and the following week, we got married with a
promise not to touch me until 1 got my wolf and rejected my own mate
for him. well, the short story goes like this.

YT had turned eighteen, hadn't mel my mate, it was the werewoll games
and Darren, the newly installed and hol headed Alpha of the Blood Oak
pack claimed me as his mate during the competition, Tiried to reject him
and told him [ was already matrried but he would not have it. He went
straight to my Alpha and threatened to rain hell and brimstone on our
pack if his mate was not given to him and to send a message, he plucked
out the left eye of our Alpha's Beta. Back then, Darren was mithless and
vicious unlike the one you know now. Left with no choice, Tdivarced
Tatum, packed my bags and left for the blood calk pack ™




Chapter 94

Y As you can imagine, 1 hated Darren, with every breath that 1 took, with
every cell inside of me. Teouldn®t stand him but I quickly discovered that
the mate hond isn't something you can fight, the goddess made us for
each other for a reason. No matter how much [ tried, 1 couldn’t resist him
and he tried to win my heart, not relying on the mate bond alone but the

irony is, the mate bond is still the reason he thought te do so.

“Twatched Darren turn from a ruthless, vicious and desperate leader (o
the maost kind, sweet and loving Alpha, the version you all see today and
it is all because T'was put in his lite to temper his anger, to puide his rape
and to nurture his ego. That is what the mate bond does, it searches for
the deepest, most innate good in our mates and helps us bring it out and 1

want my son to experience the same.

YLeila, if vou love Tatum, if vou really love him, yvou will let him go,”
Adaline concludes and as she stands up, she runs her hand down Leila’s

hair twice, giving her a sombre smile.

“Think about it, little spitfire,” she says in a whispery tone. “That child
inside af you is the next Alpha of this pack, no one, not even Carmela can
object to it. Talke heart in knowing that the next Alpha of the strongest
pack in the world is your secd. Do the right thing Leila, let him go "

Leila's heart rips into a million pieces.
The mate bond.......

So that is why Tatum cannot seem to resist Carmela, that is why even if
he seems to be in love with her, he cannot let Carmela go either.

It is becanse of the mate bond, his heart may be with her but his mind is




torn apart by something supernatural that he cannot fight.

But why does it have to be Carmela, someone as evil as her doesn’t
deserve Tatum.

Does she still stay and fight or does she heed the words of Adaline and
just leave Tatum's life?

She heaves a deep sigh but her heart aches from a deeper pain and she

calls to Adaline who is almost at the door.

“mother,” Leila says in a sullen tone, her blue eves full of mixed
emotions of sadness and pain, a sliver of hope flickering in them.

“what if you're wrong? What if this Tatum is like the original Tatum,
willing to sacrifice his mate for the worman he loves? 1I'm still here even if

Carmela has returned, it has (o mean something.”

Adaline scofls ever sa softly and bites down on her lower lip and she

pares at Teila with an icy edge to her eyes.

“Tt does mean something, you are carrying his heir and as for my Tatum,
he died of a broken heart because of that decision, that will— not be my
son's fate,” Adaline replies in a cold whispery tone before she leaves the
room, slamming the door gently.

Leilawails as the door closes, like it jammed against her heart and the
flood gates break, pouring tears from hetr eyes like a torrent, her pain is
palpable, her anpuish put wrenching, her despair frightening and she
callapses to the floor and clutches her chest, physically trying to reach for
het heatt to see if she can soothe it, if she can quell the immense pain
battering it mercilessly.

She loves Tatum, she really loves him and she doesn't want to let him go.



Later thal evening, Leila makes her way down the stairs to make
preparations for dinner, Tatum never showed after he left, he spent all
that time with Carmela, his fated mate.

Ts this bond as Adaline described, something she can really fight against?

Adaline's love story was quite epic, nothing like she shares with Tatum
and even that could not defy the mate bomd.

15 it mot better for her to allow Tatum to experience this love of a mate?

Iz she not being selfish to her own wolf by ignoring her message to find
their real mate and get his mark so they can be topether again, all
because she wants to be with Tatum?

She halts halfway down the stairs, hearing Adaline and Carmela's voices
coming from the living room and she cannot help but eavesdrop.

"o are taking this too far mother, pick out a wedding dress whetn
Tatum hasn't even proposed to me?” Carmela says, chuckling lightly.

“He will, soon. So we have to be ready when he does, we cannol waste

even a second Lo have the wedding after that,” Adaline's tone is firm.
YBut why the rush, Lwould like to enjoy my fiancee peried for a while.™

“Don't be a fool," Adaline reprimands Carmela in a fierce tone. "You
must be Luna before Leila puts to bed, otherwise her child will be eligible
to become the next Alpha of this pack. They may both be my blood but T
would rather have the son of the phoenix Luma mile this pack than that of
awoman with no wolf.”

Leila gasps, clutching her hand over her mouth. Adaline lied to her. It was




never her intention to see her child become the next Alpha.
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