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Taken aback, Channing looked at Ashton, puzzled.

Ashton was not the least bit upset. He quickly got up and bowed in apology.
“Sorry, Mr. Oberick. I’d always wanted to explain what happened at the hotel
then, but I didn’t get the chance to. I’ll officially make amends to you today.”
Then, he took out the bracelet that Channing had given Rachel and returned it to
him. “Actually, Scarlett is my wife. We just had some conflicts on the day that we
ate in the hotel. We can’t accept this bracelet.”
Since it had come to this, I stood up and bowed in apology as well.
Channing seemed to still be a little stunned. He looked at me in a daze and said,
“You guys…”
Just then, Nora spoke. “Don’t you understand yet, Grandpa? They had some
conflicts before, which resulted in that big mess. But Mr. Fuller’s right. Grandma
left that bracelet behind, so you can’t just give it away so casually. If you want to
give them a gift, you can get them something else. The bracelet contains your
memories with Grandma, so you shouldn’t just give it away.”
Channing smiled as he opened the box to look at the bracelet. He then looked at
Ashton and me, who were still standing, and said, “It’s fine, you two can sit down.
At least we resolved this misunderstanding.”
When we had taken our seats, he continued, “It’s normal for married couples to
fight once in a while.”

Ashton and I quickly nodded in response. Nora then looked at me and whispered,
“I didn’t think that your handsome icy husband would be so humble in front of
the elderly!”

I smiled faintly. Ashton’s charms were not only because of his appearance and
how commanding he was. His granitelike sternness with his subordinates and his
disinterest in outsiders were all just habits of his.
Deep down, he was actually a gentle and loyal person. He was patient with
children and respectful and filial to his elders. Those were the qualities that made
him charming.
As Channing looked at the bracelet in his hands, he sighed a little. “Just as you
guys said, I shouldn’t give this bracelet away. However, it’s actually something
that your Grandma told me to do. We’ve been friends with the Fullers for
decades, and this bracelet was originally given to our family by the old Mrs. Fuller.
Sixty years ago, when everything was in a mess and we were busy trying to escape
war to stay alive, we met the Fullers, who were poor just like us. Unlike now, we
had to worry about everything back then. We had no food, so it was normal for us
to eat tree bark. We were lucky if we even got to eat some bran.”

Channing could not help but sigh, then continued, “This silver bracelet may not
look much now, but back then, it meant a lot to our friendship when we were
gifted this. The old Mrs. Fuller had initially given this to us so that we could sell it
for money to buy some food.”
He then looked at Nora and continued, “But your grandmother refused to do that.
No matter how hungry we were or how tough our lives were, she treasured this
bracelet. When we went to Venria to aid the war, she still did not sell it no matter
how tough she had it and even when she had to take care of your father. When
everything ended, we could have lived a good life from then on. But she’d been
malnourished for too long, so her body had given up on her slowly. She’d always
wished to take this bracelet to the daughter-in-law of the Fullers, but she’d
passed away before her wish was fulfilled.”

Channing was choking up by the time he was done speaking. He lowered his head
and wiped away the tears in the corner of his eyes. “I know this bracelet is not as
valuable as those gold or jade ones, but it holds the memories of people of my
generation. So we want to give it to you, in hopes that it will serve as a reminder
to the two of you that no matter how tough life may be or whatever difficult
problems you might face, the two of you will still have mutual understanding and
continue to live well together. Once you have lived through certain phases in life,
wealth no longer has much value. What’s really valuable is the relationship that
you have with each other.”

Ashton took my hand in his and interlocked our fingers, then said, “We will!”

The things that he wanted to pass on to us were simple and heart-warming. There
were many wealthy people in the world, but not many could find peace in their
hearts.

He hoped that even after facing the mess and filth in the world, we would still be
able to face our lives with ease. Having such a mentality would be more important
than anything else.

Channing’s eyes held a hint of longing and reluctance as he stroked the bracelet.
After a while, he handed it to me. “I’m old. I’ve been through the hardship that I
had to and enjoyed the blessings of living a good life too. So many things
happened in my lifetime, and everyone I miss is already gone, so I’ve nothing left
to worry over. All I want is to grant my wife’s wish. Keep this bracelet and let it
pass on from generation to generation.”

My heart was warm, and my nose started burning. As I took the box into my
hands, I nodded at Channing and replied, “Mr. Oberick, we’ll definitely pass it
down to the younger generations.”

He nodded and broke into a smile. “Good. The future lies in the hands of young
people like you.”

