od Lucian at all.

She sighed and thought to herself, "Looks c
be deceiving."® .
Seeing Paul’s determination, she couldn’t bear |
to expose Lucian’s true character.& 1

Well, they had grown up together since
childhood and were like brothers in blood. She
didn't want to be the one to be the wedge
between them.H

It was afternoon, and there was less traffic. It
only took ten minutes to drive from the
apartment to the mall.&

since Paul had offered to drive her there, she
didn’t want to seem ungrateful and simply
dismiss him. After all, he wasn't her hired

driver.B

Calista unbuckled her seatbelt and
you want to go inside and take




gift couldn t be too expensive, as it mlght mak?
‘him feel pressured [X]

At th_e same time, it couldn't be too cheap, or it
-~ would seem too casual. It also couldn't be
_personal items like clothing or shoes, as they
weren't close enough for that.&

. 1‘_Ev‘entually, they decided to choose a set of
< decent painting supplies.&

“ Dhri’ng her time in Justa Workshop, Calista had
the privilege of seeing Joshua’s painting, which
was masterful.m

,-E,Each stroke of the pamtbrush was sharp a 1
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ad thought that only people in t

- would know the details nowadays.&

Paul replied, "It's no big deal."&

The two of them exited the store, chatting ai At
laughing. Not far away, Selena, who had
witnessed the whole scene, quickly pulled the
person beside her behind a pillar.&8

Monica Clinton had been walking just fine but
almost stumbled when Selena pulled her.E

Once she regained her balance, she asked, "
What are you doing? Why are you acting so
suspicious?'"HR

They had been best friends for many years, but
Monica had been abroad for the past few years
and had just returned a few days ago. Today was
the first day after she got over her jet lag.&




pretty good together. A handsome guy and a _
beautiful woman. Both are in good shape with
matching personalities. They seem natural
compatible, like a perfect couple. Their children
will surely be good-looking." &

Monica Clinton had recently become a
grandmother, so she tend to associate
everything with children.®

She had been abroad for several years and had
only heard that Lucian got married, but she
hadn't seen his wife, so she didn't recognize
Calista.&

Seeing Selena's frown, Monica Clinton teased, "

Why do you look so upset? Are you going
through menopause that you're 1ealous of

young people in love now?" &

'j Il "';r ‘
Selena rolled her eyes at "“" “ uj‘ :; d
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Tell me, who looks bett
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are handsome."&

Selena sighed.m '\
"Being patient is good. What woman wante
spend her life with someone as cold as ice? If
were me, [ wouldn't choose that rascal Luc1an.‘ :n
Not only is he cold, but he's also unfaithful, i
He's always with that Lily. Their relationship is

so ambiguous. Look at Paul. I’ve not heard of
any scandals all these years, and he doesn't

even have close female friends.'" &

Monica couldn’t understand what Selena was
rambling on about.E&

She asked in confusion, "'Are we going shopplng | ‘;V'~
ornot?'"H |

'"We're not going shopping ai y
that rascal Lucian and havﬂm ;
birthday. I want to see tq
compatible. It rmghnip'

" Selena sa1d mou

i




"Is Lucian in his office?"®
"Heis."®

Selena nodded and said, "You don't need to
prepare tea or anything. You can go about your
business."'H®

David had initially thought about following her
to inform Mr. Northwood about his mother’s
visit, but Selena gave him a cold stare that made
him freeze.& ‘

Selena pushed open the door to Lucian's offlce
and saw her wayward son buried in document' l

'h‘
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are you here?'"'®m

He reached out to support her, but Selen
not in the mood for pleasantries. @

She scoffed and turned to sit on the sofa, sayi v
"How long has it been since you went shopping
with Calista’"®

Lucian remained silent, unable to answer this
question. He had never gone shopping with
Calista before or after their marriage.&

If Selena found out about this, she would
probably be furious.B

Selena could easily guess the truth. She knew
him well. After all, she was his mother. When
compared to Paul, her son was nowhere near

worthy.B

'"Do you know Paul’s birthdate and t
asked.®

Although she was not S




- His gaze turned cold, and he mutter
you ask?"

"Twant to see if Paul and Calista are comp
with each other. Even if you get a divorce, :
still like a daughter to me. While it's not
completely reliable, it's also something to
consider."®

Lucian was somewhat agitated. He reached for
the cigarettes and lighter on the coffee table but
then hesitated, remembering Selena had health
issues.H

He put them back and asked, "Mom, did you

hear something?''B

Otherwise, she wouldn’t want to check their
horoscopes out of the blue.&




