'"This is a matter between my wife and

Lucian's voice was tense. The meaning was -
obvious; an outsider had no business meddling
with their affairs.=

The situation had taken a strange turn. The air
seemed to be charged with a vague scent of
gunpowder.B

It mingled with the smell of blood and the
occasional pained cries from Marcus. It felt like
the tension could erupt at any moment. But Paul
remained unfazed.B

He calmly spoke, "It's inappropriate for us to
have any further discussions tonight when you
can't keep your emotions in check, Lucian. You
should take care of the matters here first. I'll
help drop Calista off."&

He swept his gaze across the c,orri_.gi'
sides. Lucian also caught glimpse




an's expression remained cold as he fixed

yes back on Calista. She had rushed out in a
hurry and was dressed only in her sleepwear. It
was modest but her seductive curves could still
be seen.&

He took off his coat and draped it over her
without a word. She frowned and wanted to
decline when she heard the man's spine-
chilling voice.&

"' Are you trying to go around attracting the
wrong kind of attention?"E

With how tense things were just now, she had
no time to think about anything else. Lucian's
words had her noticing how his eyes were fixed
on her. She instinctively hid behind Paul.&

His hand was left hovering in the air. He kept

his icy gaze on her. Calista couldn't be bothered
with whether he was angry or not.&




eyes with Lucian. There were no words
exchanged but the meaning was clear.H

Paul's lips were pressed into a thin line. He
found the entire situation funny. Did Lucian see
him as a love rival? He didn't want Lucian to
misunderstand his intentions and decided to go
along with it.&8

"Yeah, I'm a bit of a clean freak. Just take it,
Calista. It's yours to begin with. Even if you
don't want it, don't let a random outsider take
what's yours."B

Calista fell silent. She hadn't expected Paul, the
gentleman, to make such a sly remark. But she
had to admit that it lightened her mood. She
stopped dwelling on the clothing draped over
her.E




Wi Vtrip Why don't you just lend me your car7"l : i

Given how people usually didn't lend their cars
to others, she thought Paul might be
comfortable with that.B

She added, "I'm a careful driver. I haven't had
any accidents since I got my driver's license. No
demerits either." &

Paul chuckled.=
""Are you going to swear to god next?"' &

She didn't think Paul was such a funny person
before.&

"'T promised Lucian that I would ensure your

safe return. If I give you the car now and you
drive yourself home, it's fine if nothing
happens. But what if something happens? I
would be put in the ICU if he kicked me the way
he kicked Marcus."B

Calista shot him a glance and wor
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i Paulhad witnessed the exchange mcludmg '
Lily's name being mentioned. He instantly
understood the meaning behind her words.l

"What if ... Lucian was doing it for you." &

Calista looked up and stared at him with a
shocked look. It was as if she were asking what
nonsense he was talking about.E

He offered a warm smile.&

"You underestimate yourself. Sometimes,
things aren't as they seem."H

She didn't want to go into the topic any longer.
Paul and Lucian were friends. Of course, they
would speak for one another. She decided to
change the topic.&
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As for letting Lucian know that she got home
safe, she wasn't going to do that. The man '

might be having a heart-to-heart conversation
with Lily'®

Two days quickly passed. Everything was calm
but Calista was far from it.&

She had thought she would be receiving a notice
confirming that the three million debt she owed
had been paid back. But it had been two days.
Neither Lucian nor Timothy had reached out to
her. That prompted her to call Lucian up.&

"When are you returning the 10U to me?"'®.

The line went silent for a short moment. Then"-,
she heard him speak.& i

"The meeting is adjourned." &




f.- acian didn't bother repeating himself. .S
heard him loud and clear. She was just
struggling to accept it.&

It took her half a minute to digest what shehad =
just heard ... This jerk was going back on his
word'®

"According to our agreement, getting that
contract signed would settle the three million
dollar debt. The contract had been signed. Why
are you backing out on it?"'&

She had anticipated that things might not go
quite as smoothly as she was expecting. That
was why she included the condition of having
ten thousand dollars as a fee for her hard work.
And now Lucian was going against that.&=

In comparison to Calista's agitation, Lucian
remained composed as if he were stating a fat




On the other end of the line, Lucian's face
darkened at her words ...&




