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The boy’s walked in laughing, and Riz came up behind Kenzie and whispered
something in her ear. | could tell it wasn’'t good because tears formed in her
eyes and her breathing hitched. | stood in horror as he grabbed her b.utt in
front of everyone.

“‘Kenzie, Sarah, | need some help with setting the plates,” | said trying to get
Riz away from her. It worked, and he reluctantly let her go. She sniffed and
wiped her damp cheeks. Sarah gave her a look, but Kenzie just shook her
head. | bit my tongue from saying something I'd regret.

“‘Hurry,” Rouge said impatiently. We did as told, and brought them their plates
before fixing ours. As usual, Kenzie and Sarah sat on ‘their’ guys’ lap. | stayed
standing at the counter, eating there. Rouge cleared his throat, obviously not
liking my stubbornness.

“I got it,” River said w hen Rouge started to get up. | turned so that my back
was on the counter so | could look at him walk over to me. “| thought we had
an understanding?” he asked when standing right in front of me. My heart
raced as | clenched my sweaty hands into fists.

“You-you thought wrong,” | stuttered. Regret quickly washed over me and in
one swift motion, he slammed my head into the counter, and | slumped down
onto the floor, disoriented. | saw three of him and then three of Kenzie as she
stood on her knees in front of me.

| felt her stroke my hair and move it out my face. She gasped, and | tried to
ask her what was wrong, but all that came out was a grOan. | felt my body
being lifted from the floor and carried carefully down the hallway. Everything
was dizzy, and | tried to ask why, but | couldn’t form words. It was as if my
tongue was numb.

“You're okay,” | heard Sarah mumble and felt her grasp my hand. She kept
saying things like ‘I'd be fine’ and ‘everything is okay’. The pounding in my
head melted into confusion. | was laid on a bed, and suddenly | couldn’t see,
everything went grey and weary. | fell into a restless sleep as | felt a tear
escape.



