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| took gasping breaths before a han ]
It pushed me back down but | thrashed ag

“Woah. Hold on, Vale. You're okay. Calm down.”

| took a couple deep breaths and my vision cleared.
Hector was leaning over a hospital bed, his hand on my
chest and he was watching me. A hospital bed that | was
currently laying in. Slowly, | laid back against the bed and
tried to rub my head but my arm had an IV in it.

"Hector.. .what...?"

My head felt like a fog. | couldn't even feel Naresh. He
was there but out of reach

‘Do you remember what happened?”

| shook my head, squeezing my eyes shut. | could feel the
blooming pain in my head but it wasn't terrible. I'd come
back from a sparring session with Mom in more pain than
this. My eyes opened wide as | looked at him.

“l..Mom and | sparred. She kicked my ass too hard. |
passed out..”
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“Keep going.” Hector urged me, he sat bja,cqu‘f" n !l !

chair. ‘ |




t the memories.

| figured | was on the right tack though with the dark look
that crossed Hector's face. Suddenly, | noticed that his
eyes were bloodshot and red, like he had been crying.
There were dark circles under his eyes. While normally he
looked his weird younger self, now, he looked so much
older. He was hunched over in the chair, watching me
struggle.

“She..we told her we would help and then...and then...” It
was like my own pulling teeth. “There was a truck. There
was a truck and it was swerving all over the road. Shit!
Shit! Hector, | swerved! | swerved to not hit it but the
trailer hit us. It slammed into our SUV, we hit the rock
wall.”

Hector rubbed his eyes. “Was there anything else? Were
you knocked out with the hit?"

“.." | tried to think. "No...I...| felt my nose was broken but |
was okay. Zeke was next to me, he was bleeding from the
head..wait..where is Zeke?" | started to sit up again.




Hector leaned back in the chair and rubbed his face. “It's
okay, Vale. That's more than we had. Thank you. I'm sorry
to push you.”

“What happened? Is everyone okay?"

Looking up at the ceiling, | could see a tear fall from the
corner of his eye. “You managed to miss the truck but Jax
didn’t have enough warning. The truck slammed into their
SUV full force.”

I sat up and Hector didn‘t stop me. “What? No...but..Hector

‘It was a hit, Vale. An attack. They were waiting for you.
They somehow knew you were headed out this evening.”

“No..no.."

Hector looked at me, tears streaming down his face,
utterly broken. "Jax and Wendy are dead.”

.

My soul left my body and | started to shake Y '
Hector...no..." '




“There is more."

I
| screamed at him. "How is there more? How can it be anY" X

worse?"

Hector was trying to hold back his own sobs. “They took
Bast, Osiris, Reagan, and Rowan. Whoever hit you, got
what they wanted. They extracted the kids.”

Leaning over, | threw up. My kids were missing. My family
dead. Hector stood up and rubbed my back but | slapped
his arm away

‘I was supposed to protect them. | was supposed to make
sure they were safe!”

“There was nothing you could have done, Vale. It's not
your fault. You saved everyone in your car. Your quick
dodge saved the ones in your car. There was nothing else
that you could have possibly done.”

| yelled at him, tears blurring my vision. "My kids are
missing and my family is dead! How could you say that!"

“Because if | don't, I'll kill you right here.”

My eyes widened and the tears that had been
eyes fell, allowing me to look at He
were shaking and | could see t e
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ﬁtmd and started to head out but | called after him, “
Mom‘r'

Hector stopped and looked back at me. “Don’t seek her
out. Not now "’

"But "

“She almost killed me, Vale She will kill you. Don’t. Just...
don”

Hector disappeared into the hallway and the door closed
gently behind him. My hands gripped the thin sheets
tightly and | just started down at my hands. | knew they
had been covered in cuts after | had held onto the
gtecring wheel but they had already healed. Goddess, this

was all wrong
Vale!

| looked up 1o see Zeke, tears streaming down his face.
Holding my arms out, he threw himself into me and | held
him tight. He buried his face in my neck and | squeezed
him as tight as | could it

“The kids. Vale "

I know. Hector told me "




0 him tighter.
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“It's not your fault, Vale. You couldn’t have known.”

I shook my head. | was awake. | was awake but | was so i
disoriented. | let them..| let them take our kids. They

knocked me out when they realized | was awake.”

Zeke took a deep breath and leaned back, brushing some
of the hair that had falling in my face, away. “Then we
know there are people we need to destroy. We know there
are people who we will kill to get our kids back.”

| nodded, cupping his cheek. ‘I couldn’t save them though
Jax.. Wendy..Lucy..

“Lucy is still in surgery.”
“But her baby. she was so happy..Bryan was so happy...”

Zeke closed his eyes, “We will get through this, Vale. We
will get through this and we will make whoever did this,
pay. We will kill them all.” The grow! at the end of his
sentence was Faris and | nodded.

“Yes, we will. We will get our kids back and my brother
and sister. Did Hector say anything more? Who he thlnks,
it might be?”




il
- | growled, trying to hold back from shifting. “Then he gots 1
his war. This will be the last thing Oran will ever do. We
will destroy them, all of them if they try to stand between '
us and our family.”
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