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ifi 'There was a prick in my mind. | tried to ignore it but after”l
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another two, | peeled my eyes open, It was still dark
outside but you could smell the wet dew of the forest.
Looking next to me, Vale was passed out, his arm slung
across my chest. He was still naked and snoring into the
pillows. He must have cleaned me off while | was passed
out because there was no trace of any cum on me. | did
have a blanket thrown over my lower half while he was
just butt naked on top of them.

‘| need to speak with you.'

| froze, Auri's mind link coming through clear. Looking at
Vale, he obviously wasn't being woken up as well. Slowly, |
slipped out from under his arm and tossed a blanket over
his legs and butt, It would be a bit embarrassing if
someone ended up waking him up and he was laying
there butt ass naked. Creeping over to our duffle bags, |
pulled out new boxers, jeans, and a shirt, slipping them on
before quietly making my way out of the tent.

The forest looked magical. A thick layer of fog covered
the ground and there wasn't any light coming from canopy
above. I'm not sure what time it was but thinking it was

see Auri anywhere.

'_,\(Va‘[k past my tent on the right side ind c




It always astounded me just how far she could mind link. I
knew if | kept walking this way, eventually I'd run into the
fey who were camped on this side of the forest. However,
| didn't get far enough to see. Auri was leaning against a
tree, her eyes closed, and her hands were behind her back.

"Auri.."

She smiled and her eyes looked up at me. "l wonder when
you stopped calling me mom.”

| smiled. "l don't know. It seems..inappropriate now.”

Auri hummed but didn’t ask why | thought that or that |
should change back. | was glad. | didn't mean it as an
offense, more that | just thought she deserved more
respect. That her name held a weight that ‘Mom' just

didn’t have. Not anymore. She didn’t have a title but her
name was already that. Mom just seemed like it wasnt
everything that she was and somehow inadequate. Trying
to voice all that though would sound silly and probably
come out all kinds of wrong.

“Walk with me.”




p. Though, that
ed like something she would do. We only:
od; a slow but steady pace. i

It wasn't until there was a break in the trees did we
diverge from the path we were walking together. There
were ruins within the forest. It probably used to be a larger
area that didn't have trees but they were so old that the
forest had already taken back the space. There were only
about three or four columns that were still standing and
even they had chunks missing out of them. Others were
broken in pieces around. It looked like there were stairs 1o
a platform that the columns were surrounding but most of
it had been lost. A remnant of stairs were left and a small
piece of the platform remained

Auri slipped her arm out from mine and walked into the
clearing. She touched one of the columns gently before
walking over the stairs and stepping up It, onto the
platform, and looking around the clearing. The moss and
grass had grown over most of it but when | brushed over
the pillar, | was shocked at how cold it was

“Marble?”

She nodded. "It was an old palace. Many many many
years ago, the fey had a palace here on this plane. It v




them.”
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'humans which possessed power' or what are known B
witches now.” She jumped down softly from the platforn‘l "!:
“It was before the time of Alpha Kings and Vampire Klngs.'

It was before territories lines and things as domestic as
cities or homes. The battle destroyed all of the marble
palace and the fey, not wanting to fight or hurt another
supernatural beings, fell back into their own realm. They
have stayed there now for thousands of years”

Looking around, | couldn’t figure what she was trying to

say. ‘| _don't understand
She chuckled “I'm stalling, Zeke, I'm sorry.”

"Oh."

L turned to look at her She was atll this younger version

of herself that was kind of off putting but the tears that
atreamed down her face were that of someone who Knew,
pain. My eyes tried to search for the source of pain but all | i)
| saw was her staring back at me, struggling to smile et
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“Aun?”

“| pever meant to be gone for 50 long In,l;h.:"f ‘
last time. | helped them rebuild thelr magic
ingrld of someoftho Bullt up mag u ‘\,,.’:;1,.*
[ ' 4 don't feel & |




captured by Oran. Her eyes were extracted from her an_ il

then shoved into my sockets.”

it was almost instinctive that | stepped back away from
her: from the bitterness of her words. | touched the
column, the cold marble giving me a sense of something
solid in their feeling of everything, including Auri, being
magical.

"Auri..l.."

She let out an exasperated sighed. “I'm sorry. This isn't
easy for me. All of this. | wish | could say | was prepared.
That I've been through enough that | could weather this
with grace and poise but I'm a fucking mess.” This time
her smile seemed genuine. "You have no idea how terrible
of a place | was just with the simples shit when | was in
my twenties. That war fucked me up fifty ways to hell and
all | wanted to do was spare my children from being in the
same position.”

“And here we are.” | offered her and she snorted.v
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my kids to be happy. To Iwe long uves ]
and ‘have kids of their own T?ﬁ,' ot | n
war. To see d i




the marble; eyes glazed over as the tears fell slowly from

her eyes. “There is a sweet little fey, her name is ldu. She
always came to play with the kids when we went into their
main city.” She took a moment, not a single movement
outside of her lips moving. “She is adorable but she
struggles just like Herr. Herr is gifted in so many ways that
| know when she gets to be a teenage we are going have
some real issues.”

The tips of her fingers curled into the moss on the marble.
“Idu can see the future. Well, more like feel the future. She
can't see glimpses, but she can feel shifts in the magic.
It's hard to explain really but she came to me while | was
helping build up the barrier. Her mother brought her.
Apparently she was hysterical and was trying to get me
for a few months but | hadn't come through.”

| didn't dare interrupt her now.

“She said..she said she had a feeling. That our fate lines
were crossing and moving. She tried to explain it to me
and she broke down in tears. | didn't know how t'

me what she felt. Not to explain it in NO
wasn’'t how her power worked.”




