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Naresh and | lapsed onto silence for a minute ortwo before | hauled up the
bag of potatoes. Shedidn't specify what she wanted so | would justbring the
bag back in.When | went out,Dangerwas in the middle of the burnt pile with a
shovel

“‘Mom, you didn't call him all the way out here toroast your pig, did you?"

The smile she showed me told me that's exactlywhat she did. Danger though,
seemed all tooeager to be helping her out with this. She placedthe potatoes in
the ground and then Dangerhelped prep the pig in his trunk before they put
itin the smoldering pile. Between the two of them;they finished in just under an
hour

He came in for a slice of cake but headed outsoon after, saying that his mate
had such a tightleash on him, he started to yell their safe wordevery time she
wouldn't let him go. | realized, atthat moment, all my mom's friends were
asshameless as she was. She asked him to come bylater when it was done
cooking and he said hewould text her later if he could or couldn't.

Mom made some tea and as she was placing thetea bags into the cups, |
walked behind her andhugged her.

"I'm sorry, Mom. You are right. | need to trusiyou. It's just frustrating watching
you fight thiswhen | don't even know what's going on."

Right now, it's not your fight. It might be later

on, but for now, | want you to focus on becomingbetter. Growing your power
both mind and bodyare all part of it. | will train vou as best | can butat some
point, | will have to let you go. | justwant to prepare you as much as | can

| placed my chin on her head and nodded so shecould feel it. Patting my arm,
she picked up thecups.'For now though, we are going to trainyour body for
partial shifting.It's going to befrustrating but | promise, you will get it down.

"l can partially shift already. My hands turn intoclaws."



‘When you're angry?'
| blushed stepped away from her

‘That's what | thought. You need to do it at anytime. Not just your claws,
hands or feet.Yourentire body needs to be able to shift. Every singlepart

She carried the cups into the living room and setthem on the coffee table,
moving the books tothe side. Sitting down on the couch, she crossedher legs
to face the other side. Following her,l

sat on the couch opposite of her but | couldn'tcross my legs on the seat. So |
opted for a partialcross with my left leg down on the ground

Comfy?'
"Yeah. I'm good."
‘Now, watch me

| kept my eyes on her as | watched a rippled flowthrough her body. It was like
a wave of wolfstarted at her head and flowed down her body.She never
changed or shifted, it was just asthough that six inches of wave that moved
upand down her body was the only part that

shifted. My eyes widened and | gasped. The onlytime | had seen her do that
was when she dodgedaway from Grandpa but it was always a bodyshift. This
was incredible.

"How...how did you....."

She shrugged smirking.'Mediation gets boringafter a while. Before you get
there though, we aregoing to start with the basics.

"Which are?"

| watched as ears popped up on her head throughher hair.Mom smiled as she
moved her earsaround on her head.'l want you to shift yourears.

Suddenly, my excitement dropped."Ears,Mom?Reallv?"



Yes, really. | started with the tail and gettingused to something coming out of
your butt is anexperience. You either want to get used to thefeeling on your
head first or from your mate.Youdecide

| groaned."Fine. How do [...?"
Close vour eyes, the same way we imagine ourbodies shifting into our wolf
forms.Exceptinstead of imaging a full shift,just imageyourself shifting your

ears

Closing my eyes and thinking of the feeling whenl shift, | felt my full body start
to shift and beforel realized it, | was sitting on the couch as a wolf.My mom
laughed and shook her head

Try again.

| shifted back and sighed. Focusing again,Ifought against the feeling of a full
shift forlonger but it ended up the same.I fully shifted

Again.

For the next two hours,my mom patiently satwith me. It took me forty-five
minutes to nolshift when | thought about shifting. It took meanother hour to be
able to shift just my ears.As

soon as they would appear though,my
excitement made me lose my concentration andthey would disappear. My
mom had me focus ondrinking tea and having them stay on my head atthe

same time

| want you to keep them on your head at alltimes, unless you are asleep. Got
it?

| nodded, taking a sip of tea while twitching myright ear. She also had her ears
up.Leaningforward, | rubbed her ears. They were so soft.Ireached up and
rubbed mine. They felt the samejust the size of my ears were much larger

"Will you keep yours up?"

'‘What kind of trainer would | be if | didn't trainwith you, sweetheart? If | expect
it of you,Ishould expect it of myself as well, yes?'



Chuckling, | shook my head. It did make me feelbetter that she was doing the
same thing | wasProving that it could be done. Her hadn't evenwavered. |
watched her ears twitch for a seconcand then she stood up

Sounds like the they finally decided to show up

My brow furrowed as | watched her go to thefront door and head out to the
porch. Standingup, | groaned as | felt my ears disappear. Closingmy eyes, |
refocused, taking a breath. | reached

up and touched my head, feeling the ears there.Mom was standing on the
porch, leaning againstthe railing facing two black SUV's that pulled upto the
house.

There were a few people | knew out of the grouppiling out of the cars. A
couple of the captains Iknew, as well as my dad, Tyr, Collin,and John,his
Beta, were among them. | realized the wholecrew was here and | wondered
who was

protecting the pack if everyone was piled into theSUVs.

| stood next to Mom and rested my arm on hershoulder."It's good to see
everyone. I'm gladyou finally showed up." Holding up my, wristand looking at
the invisible watch,| looked backover the group."You're about ten hours too
lateto fight the fire. | appreciate the initiative inbringing the whole crew out
though."Sarcasmdripped from my words.

"What are you doing here,Vale?"

| looked at my brother, the person | looked up toalmost as much as my dad.
His black hair wasslicked back with the same full beard that my dadwas
sporting. My eyes fell to the beer belly hewas sporting that couldn't be hidden
behind thedesigner button-up shirt. The buttons lookedlike they were having a
rough time and my mindpictured his wolf. Naresh wheezed at me initial

iImage that popped up and | smirked

"You realized that I'm your family, right?lhaven't seen you in five vears."|
narrowed myeyes."Am | not allowed to visit my family?"



| felt my mom grab my arm and squeeze it.Ipatted her hand though. We were
in full controlbut it didn't mean | couldn't feel angry or hurtover how they were
treating us

“Not without telling me, no. You being on myterritory, means | need to know."

My mom scoffed, signing,"You've made itperfectly clear this place, isn't on
your territory."

"You have to go through my territory to get to itif you drive. So yes, mother,|
do need to know.ldon't want some fucking rogues dancing aroundmy
borders.”

Igrowled."Excuse me? Rogues? Did you justfucking call me a rogue, Tyr?"

His Beta, who | already disliked with a passionsince we were kids, laughed."A
werewolf withno pack, is a rogue. That makes you, a rogue. Justlike your
mom."

Throwing Naresh forward, | tried to hold backthe power from erupting from me
"I don't have a pack because all packs, are my

packs. I'll have vou remember that, Beta.l amnot a rogue. | am a king. One
that could easilydecide that your head, no longer needed to beattached to
your body. For insulting me and mymom )

Naresh turned to my dad."What the hell are youdoing? Letting them talk to
your mate like that?You've had four kids and gone through hell andback but
here you are standing silent. What thehell are you doing?"

‘Naresh, Vale, stop. Please. | told you it wasgoing to get ugly. Don't give them
more of areason

Naresh looked down at my mom. Her grey eyesShining back at me with anger
and

determination. It wasn't that she was taking itmeekly. She taking it so they
couldn't find anexcuse to do more damage. Taking a deep breath,Naresh
stepped back

"Vale, vou aren't welcome in my territorv."



| chuckled."That's too bad, for you, of courseCause you answer to me, not the
other wayaround."

"You gonna pull that bullshit that your thefucking Alpha King at me? I'm your
older

brother, the Alpha of this pack. You can't comeon my territory without my
permission.l won't

have you fucking with."Tyr stopped mid-sentence as Hector's Jeep pulled up
next to thehouse.(1)

My mom walked around me and down the porch,away from the group but
towards the Jeep.lfollowed her down but kept my eyes on mybrother. The
whole group looked dumbstruckthat they just got completely ignored.
Hectoijumped out but it was Bryan who got to her firstHe took her by the
shoulders, looked her overspun her around, checked her back and spun
heraround again. Giving her a pat down, he pulledher into a tight hug

"We only just heard what happened. Everyoneokay? The fire didn't reach the
house this timedid it? You're not hurt, right?" He rapid firedquestions at her
but she just smiled and shookher head

Hector came over next, hip-checking Bryan outof the way. He gathered her up
in his arms andheld her tight."I'm glad you're okay.l wouldhave had to kill
someone if you weren't."Heglared back at the group just standing on thegrass

Hector let go of my mom and pulled me into a
hug."We didn't mean to ignore you, Vale. Yougood? No serious damage?"

| laughed."We are fine.A little bummed.l hadactually grown attached to
gardening in themorning. Mom was really sad but no injuriesStarting to
wonder why my mom is choosing tostill stay here." Shooting a glare at the
groupwho were still standing there like idiots

Lucy, AJ and Jax hopped out of the back."Gladyou guys are okay!" Lucy
threw her arms arouncme and | heard a growl from the group of people.Her
head snapped to them."lI've already rejectedyou. You don't get to growl at
shit."



To prove her point, she placed both hands on mycheeks and pulled me down,
kissing me on thelips. My eyes went wide and | pulled her backTyr's Beta,
John, jumped forward.Shifting as hedid so, he got about two-thirds of the way
beforel watched my mom kick him in the side and hisbody went flying about
20 yards to the right of us.

Her hands came up and she signed."Don'tfucking threaten my family, Beta."
Bryan and Hector cracked up and turned back to

me. Jax and AJ came over and shook hands withme but | pulled each one in
for a hug

"You look good. We missed you. Five years isdamn long time to be gone.Lucy
should haveasked before kissing you, but got yourself a mateyet?"



