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Suddenly,Lucy's face went red."I'm sorry, Vale!l didn't even think you would
have a mate!"

My mom, Hector and Bryan snickered as Lucyturned even more red
"l didn't mean.l just.I'm sorry!"

| laughed."Lucy,it's fine. Currently, I'm notattached to anymore. Though,
maybe check withthe person before you use them as revenge onyour ex-
mate, veah?"

She nodded sheepishly.
"You guys captains now? When | left, you guyswere applying."

AJ rolled his eyes."Turns out, you needs to be afat fuck to be a captain now."
He shot a glareback at the group we were completely ignoringJax elbowed
him."We decided freelance wasmore our thing. Your mom here hooked us
upwith the deluxe mercenary package. So we'vebeen working for the guild for
five years now."

"Shit! Congrats you guys. I've worked with morethan a few mercenaries in the
past five yearsMaybe there will be an opportunitv.”

"Hopefully really soon." Jax waggled his

eyebrows but | watched as my mom kicked himin the back of the knees and
he stumblecforward, cursing as he went down.My momcontinued walking
behind him to give Lucy a hug

Shaking my head, | couldn't help but smile.Thiswhat what my family had
grown into now.lthought, at the very least, Dad would be apart ofit too. |
looked over at him but his eyes weren'tlooking at us. They were on Tyr, who
was livid.

"What the hell is your guys, problem? Cause yousee your Alpha is standing
right here?"



Bryan chuckled and put an arm around me.“Butyour king is here. Have some
respect, pup. Hemight be your younger brother, but he's still theking."

"My liege." Jax and AJ said together, bowing

| rolled my eyes."Do that again and you'll findyour toot up your ass. And all |
have to do is asknicelv."

They laughed and | chuckled with them. | caughtmy mom's smile as she
hugged Hector from theside, his arm draped over her protectively.

"I'm sad your garden is gone, Luna. It wasbeautiful." AJ squeezed her
shoulder

My mom smiled sadly and nodded

"She's not your Luna! She's a rogue! She's sfucking rogue and she has no
protection!”

All at once, the anger | felt came bursting

forward and | felt my eyes glow golden. The dambroke and the power rushed
out.Slowly, | walkedtowards the group. Every single one of themwere on their
knees, their heads bowed to thefloor

"You're just as much to blame at making Mom arogue as Dad is."l reached
down and pulled Tviup by his shirt."You actually kicked your ownmother, who
fought to protect you from whenyou were in her womb to now, out of her
packYou thought the woman who was the previousAlpha King, the Luna
Queen, who broughtbalance and civility back into our race, whorebuilt the
council to do better and be better...youthought this woman deserves to be
kicked out ofthe pack she nurtured for you? Tell me Tyr,useyour words."

His face screwed up in pain and | knew he wastrying to fight the command but
even holdinghim up, he was baring his neck to me. His voicewas quiet and
mumbling.

"Speak up, Tyr.Mom taught you better than tomumble."

"She does for embarrassing me! For challenging



my authority! It's my pack! | decide what we do!She got in my way, more than
once and | gottired out it! So | had Dad break the bond with thepack.She's a
rogue. Yet, she still stays in thistucking house like people still want her here."

"Who set fire to the garden,Tyr?"

He whimpered."John. John set fire to the housebefore and then the garden.
Next week he wasgoing to do the house if she still didn't leave."

| laughed. The echo of the deep Alpha King tonefiltered through the clearing. |
turned himaround to look at the smoldering pile."You knowwhat our mother
decided to do? She's roasting apig in there. Hawaiian style, wrapped in
giantbanana leaves. One of her friends brought it overThat's what she thinks
of your little fuckingwarning."

| turned him back around and pulled him close sohis face was less than a foot
from my face."Letme be crystal clear.If anyone, whether it be yourpack,
rogues, vampires, witches, fey....anyoneTyr, comes for our mother while | am
here, knowthat | will remove your Alpha title so quickly thatyou won't even be
able to say fuck fast enough.The pack will be passed to Lucy and all your
pupswill be turned out as rogues. Do you understandme?"

"Yes."
Igrowled."Yes what, Tyr?"
“Yes, Alpha King.”

"I never wanted this for us, Tyr.l wanted tocome back. In control and be happy
as a familylike we used to. That's what | wanted.| rarelyever pull this shit out.
But brother, you pushedme so far over the edge right now, it's a miracleyou're
still alive." | took a deep breath.“Takeyour boys and fucking leave. | don't want
to seeyou again unless you come to apologize for youiawful behavior.For
disrespecting your motherdisrespecting your legacy, and your pack.lIt'sfucking
deplorable."

As soon as | let him go, he scrambled away. Hisgroupies, including his Beta
who had finallyrecovered from Mom's kick, raced past me. Dadstood but he
seemed to shuffle in place for amoment. He walked up and looked me in
theeyes. | saw the deep blue and my eyes widened“Cato?”



"l don't have time. Give this to mate." He placeda note in my hand
discreetly.His hand came upthough and brushed my cheek."It's good to
seyou, pup. You have grown into a good man and awonderful king. I'm sorry
there isn't more | can

do."

Cato stepped back and | watched as he turned,walking back to the SUV's that
were waiting. Fora moment, my dad shook his head and he lookedback at us,
his light blue eyes looking at us. Hejumped in the car and | glared at them as
theydrove away, leaving a cloud of dust behind them

[Vale. That's enough."' My mom's voice was anorder

| turned to her. Her arms were crossed over herchest. Next to her, everyone
was on their knees,heads bowed. Cursing, | reigned in my anger andpower

"Sorrv."

My mom came over and put her hand on myshoulder, squeezing.'As
humiliating as it ishaving my son fight for my dignity, thank you.

'llove you, Mom. | couldn't just stand by andwatch these guys talk to you like
you weren't apillar in this pack.

She turned and walked back to the group as theyrecovered. Mom must have
signed somethingbecause | heard AJ and Jax high five

"Yay! Party at Mrs. Everfell's!" Lucy called outand | chuckled.
"You coming,Vale?" Bryan called back, theywere all going inside the house

| nodded and turned to follow them into thehouse. Everyone started mulling
about thekitchen as my mom flittered around. She wasgetting everyone
drinks, snacks, as well asstarting on food to go with the pig. Smiling,lleaned
against the counter

“Vale.why..."Lucy's hand came up and brushedmy head

| felt her hand brush my ears and the smile grewon my face. They had stayed
even in the middleof all that bullshit. | wasn't even thinking aboutit. My mouth
opened but a moan left it instead ofthe explanation | was readying. She was
rubbingmy ears between her fingers and my eyesfluttered shut. Involuntarily, |



tited my headtowards her as | felt my knees go weak"Let the poor man go,
Lucy. It's rude. Youalready kissed him todav." AJ snickered frombehind

She laughed and let go."But he's so soft!"

As soon as she let go, | righted myself. Blinking afew times, my brain finally
straightened out andl blushed

"Sorrv.l didn't realize."
Everyone started to laugh
“I'm training. Mom is teaching me how topartial shift. This was the first step.”

Hector, who was standing next to Mom as shechopped different ingredients,
smiled andbrought his hands up to her ears as well.Shestopped chopping as
he rubbed them.Her

reaction were nowhere near as severe as mineHer ears started to move,
dodging his fingers ashe tried to grab them

“You!”

He leaned over and my eyes widened in horror ashis mouth clamped down on
her ear.My momonly elbowed him in the stomach, making himlet go. | looked
over at Bryan who was watchingthem, munching on a chip. A smirk played on
hisface and | looked back over to my mom.

"Does that mean you're going to have a tailsticking out tomorrow? I'll come by
to see that."[ax laughed, throwing an arm around myshoulder

| shook my head but my mom was nodding and Isighed."l guess so."

My mom pointed to AJ and Jax who just high five-ed each other:"Anyone who
shows uptomorrow, gets the same training.”

Suddenly, their excitement dropped and Lucystarted to laugh."I'll brave
training to see thesetwo grow tails out their butts

Smiling, | put my hand in my pocket andlgasped. Walking over to Mom, |
handed her thenote. She took it and felt it.



“Cato handed it to me. | think he did it withoutDad knowing. He said he didn't
have a lot of timeand asked that | give that to you. | didn't read it."

Her eyes narrowed and she pointed to Bryan,then to the cutting board. He
grunted but she leftthe kitchen and | listened as she went up thestairs. Once
the door to her room closed, Bryanstood up and pushed Hector out of the
way.

"How long are you planning on staying,Vale?"Jax dipped a chip in the ranch
that was set out."We were delayed coming back and so we missed afew
weeks."

“Probably for at least a month. Maybe a littlemore depending on training.I'm
starting tothink maybe | should have put off going to theHigh Council a few
years. There is still so muchlcan learn

Hector came over and patted me on the shoulder"l think the High Council did
some good for you.You're much more mature, more secure in

yourself now. You've grown and it shows."

| flashed him a smile."Thanks.l would agree butthen my mom kicks my ass
every time | stepoutside."

"Your mom kicks everyone's ass in a fight. It'snot just you." Jax sounded like
he had first handexperience.

"Did you guys train with her?"

AJ laughed."Did? We do train with her.Hector,Jax and | still train with her
regularly. It's gottenharder since we aren't technically allowed off theterritory
but we weren't rule followers to beginwith."

Suddenly, the sound of shattering glass burstthrough the conversation and
everyone 's eyeswidened.

Hector started to walk out of the kitchen, hisvoice shaking."Auri?"



