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Hector got to her door first and threw it open.Icould hear the lock break as it 
hit the wall. Rightbehind him, I surveyed the room. My mom wasstanding, 
chest heaving, golden eyes lit up andher full-length mirror shattered under 
her. Herhand was sporting shards of glass and blood as itheld the crumpled 
piece of paper.She was 

shaking but the look on her face was angry morethan upset 

“Mom?” 

Her eyes found mine and suddenly,I wasbrought to my knees. Behind me, I 
felt Bryangrab me so I didn't fall to the ground. 

"Auri." Hector walked into the room, his handsup."You're bleeding." 

Shaking her head, she brushed past him anddisappeared into the closet. She 
came out a fewminutes later, wearing body armor, her hairpulled up and 
completely suited up with weapons. 

Bryan took a deep breath."You aren't going ontothe territory, Auri. You can't. 
They will attackbecause they would know you are coming! Theycan feel you!" 

Her hands came up quickly."I don't care." Shesigned it over and over again as 
she walked outT?1 

of the door, shouldering past us 

"Auri! Fuck! Stop!" Bryan tried to grab her butagain she signed 'I don't care' 

"Is this about Astra?" 

She froze at Hector's question halfway down thestairs 

"Auri, if it is, I'll go with you. If I can help, I'll gochallengewithyou. But youneed 
to revokeyoui 



Her eyes were wide as she turned to face HectorHe stepped forward down 
the steps, stoppingone step above where she froze 

"I've had to stay here, this whole time, becauseof that damn challenge. I'm not 
Gamma 

anymore. I'm not anything to anymore except toyou. Only to you. So you need 
to revoke it. I'll gowith you. We can catch them off guard with tworogues 
coming in." 

"Hector, what the hell?" Bryan called out to him"The day Auri beat my ass. 
The day Logan cameback from vacation with Leandra and Zachary.Years and 
years ago. I challenged Auri because Iwanted to leave the pack with her. She 
refused." 

"Obviously. I would have too. We needed you."Ilooked at Brvan and then back 
at Hectorconfusion written on my face 

Hector chuckled."Sure. I got to continue tc 

fulfill my duties as Gamma when she came backGot to help her raise these 
little pups and protectthem." Hector glanced back at me."I got to be anuncle. 
But now, I have nothing left.An Alphawho had lost his way, his son who has 
deludedhimself into thinking he can take on the worldand win. And a Luna, 
who I swore to protect, butnow isn't even a part of the pack anymore. Setme 
free, Auri.Set me free so I can help." 

Her stare was long and hard.A multitude ofemotions crossing her face 

Vale. 

'Yes, Mom?' 

Break his connection to the pack please 

My eyes widened.'Mom!' 

She turned her head slightly and smiled.'It'swhat he wants. I can't speak 
anymore. I can'trevoke the challenge. But you can. You can breakhis 
connection to the pack. It won't break hisvow but it will remove it. 

I rubbed my face. My eyes watched my mom asshe grey eyes stared at 
Hector, seeing so muchmore than I would ever be able to understand.There 



was always something between themBryan would always be considered my 
mom's 

best friend. It was clear to see that and they saidas much. With Hector,I had a 
feeling theirrelationship was far more complicated, even ifshe always replied 
he was familv. 

Finally, I sighed."Fine! Fine fine fine fine."Witheach word, my voice went 
quieter 

I walked up to Hector and put my hand on hishead. Closing my eyes and 
opening them again,my eyes shone bright."I'm going to need anexplanation 
after this." 

Feeling for the pack link was like when you openup bomb and there was eight 
million differentwires and you needed to find the one that'srelated to the pack. 
It wasn't a fun process andluckily I had only needed to do it one other timeBut 
that made it harder to locate the exact linkIneeded. If I chose wrong, I could 
end ur 

removing his wolf instead of his connection tothe pack.After a moment, I was 
able to find hislink and I took a breath. 

“I, Alpha King Vale, break your bond to AlphaTyr and the Harvest Moon 
pack."I imaginedbreaking it in half and suddenly, Hector startedto fall. He was 
breathing heavy and I grabbed his 

arm."Steady there." 

“"Why?" His voice was small 

I smiled and looked at my mom."She can't 

revoke it when she doesn't have a mind link withyou, Hector.She can't speak 
out loud either. Thiswas the only wav." 

"Thank you, Vale." He nodded to me andstraightened."Alright then.Let's 
go.""You aren't going without me."I said as Ifollowed Hector and my mom 
down the stairs 

“You can't go, Vale. You would be seen as 



attacking as the Alpha King and on behalf of theHigh Council."Bryan put his 
hand on myshoulder, stopping me from following them 

The two of them were looking at each other,conversing thought mind line now 
that theywere both rogues until Hector burst into his wolfform. The two of them 
took off out of the houseand headed straight across the clearing into 
theforest.I looked back at Bryan 

"This is about the High Council, isn't it?" 

He cleared his throat."Partly, yes. It's more thanjust that though, more than 
just them." 

Bryan patted my shoulder as he walked past meback into the kitchen. Lucy, 
Jax and AJ were nowfilling up the stools at the kitchen island. Bryanwent 
behind the counter and picked up where mymom had stoppea. 

"The High Council, whether it be the new one orthe old one, doesn't have a lot 
of supportersright now." AJ reached over and took some of thechips Bryan 
was setting out."Frankly, the peacethat we have been having for years has 
been on aknife's edge this whole time. Or, rather, it wasbuilt on the back of 
your mom and dad." 

Lucy leaned back and stretched."Right, but theyneed to give the new council a 
chance. The poorsaps haven't had any time to do anything.Imean, ten years 
seems like a long time but mostof that time has been cleaning up a mess 
thatwas never theirs ) 

"People don't have that kind of patience." Bryanadded."For humans and 
werewolves,evenwitches, ten years is a long time. Vampires andfey,not so 
much." 

"So what is it that they want to accomplish?Overthrow the High Council all 
together? Justfend for ourselves? I don't understand."I asked,my brows 
furrowing. 

My arms crossed my chest as Ileaned against thekitchen wall. Looking at all 
four of them, it wasBryan who rubbed the back of his neck andsighed. 

"I don't think Tyr or Logan haven't thought pastdethroning the High 
Council."Bryan took a deep 



breath and looked me straight in the eves.“Dethroning you." 

My face fell."Dethroning me? How am Isupposed to be dethroned when I don't 
evenhave a fucking throne? I don't even have a pack!How are they supposed 
to dethrone me? Kill me?It's a gene! Dad shouldknowthat alreadv." 

"Your dad is in it for the High Council. Thatmuch I know for sure. He was mad 
when Auriand Morgan helped pick out new councilmembers even though he's 
been named assomeone who helped. It was his vote that weshould all just 
fend for ourselves. Focus on thosewho were close by and make alliances 
withthem.” 

"That only works if you're close to anyone! Or ifyou don't have people who 
hate you! Or you havesomeone like Mom that they fear." 

Jax chuckled."Exactly. Which is why Auritrumped them. There is an 
acknowledgementthat there was an issue before.It's why therewere limitations 
on how long one counciloicould sit in that position. So that you didn't 
havecenturies being dictated by one member." 

"Who gains anything from this? That it justbecomes a free for all? No one 
would beaccountable to a higher power outside of their 

own gods. What will that do for everyone?" 

The room went quiet with my questions.Lucytapped her foot against the 
chair."Freedom todestroy the world.” 

Bryan shook his head and turned, throwingsome of the vegetables he just cut 
into a pan.AJand Jax fought over a specific chip in the bow]before it broke. I 
closed my eyes and rubbed mytorehead. How had I not heard of this the 
wholetime I was at the High Council? How was thishappening, not just in 
general but in my homepack? 

My eyes snapped open when I felt a hand on myshoulder. AJ was smiling at 
me, shaking his head“It will work out. We've been working on it,fighting the 
issues that come up. Jax and I havebeen working directly with Morgan. Your 
mom isworking with the High Council." 

“How did I not know of any of this? How did youguys not say anything? Mom? 
Grandpa? This alljust has been going on for years and no oneknows?" 



AJ shook his head."No.A lot of people knowThat being a good and bad thing." 

Jax nodded."Your mom has been doing her bestto keep you out of it." 

"What?"I roared."Why the hell…?" 

"Calm down, Vale."Bryan snapped, cutting me 

off."You really think at sixteen you were readyto take on your family? The 
brother you justtought with? No knowledge or confidence in whoyou were? 
You think you could have made areasonable decision against them?" 

I stood up from leaning against the wall.“Iwould have liked to know this was 
going on!Ibe young but I am still the Alpha King."may 

"We know, Vale. But are you ready to put youibrother and father to death for 
conspiracyagainst the High Council and the Alpha King?"Lucy looked at me 
and I know she caught myflinch."I didn't think so." 

"There are other hands behind the scenes."Jaxwas chewing on a carrot."Ones 
pushing toeradicate any higher power. It's not just your dadand Tyr.Not just 
Harvest Moon." 

Bryan nodded, pulling out different packages ofcheese from the fridge."That's 
mostly beenwhat Auri has been working on. Who is pullingthe strings in the 
shadows. Who is riling upeveryone? Because it's happening separatelywith all 
races. Fey against witches, witchesagainst vampires, werewolves against 
vampires,vampires against every one. It's a mess out there 

but it's hushed because your mom still roams allthe areas. No one wants to 
bring the wrath ofThe Huntress, the High Council, and the otherraces. 
Everyone is waiting for someone else tomake the first move 

"Hell, we think someone might be behind thechange in Tyr and Mr. Everfell. 
We can't prove itbut there has been some weird indications thatthis isn't all of 
their doing." AJ looked at me asmy eyes widened 

"If someone is messing with pack, specificallymy families pack, should I be the 
first one toknow? The High Council already knows. TheGuild already knows. 

How am I supposed to helpif I don't even know what's going on?"① 



"Right now, your help isn't what we need. Whatwe need is for you to stay out 
of everything sothat someone can't use you as a spark. That'swhy your mom 
is so adamant about you nottaking action." Lucy was the one who replied 
thetime 

Bryan came over and ruffled my hair as hewalked by and into the pantry."We 
don't meanto push you out, kiddo. We just have beenwalking on thin ice.It's a 
bit of a precariousposition. When we are saying we are playing theIong game, 
that means you need to have patienceas well." 

"What's this long game you are talking about?Ikeep hearing it but no one 
explains it to me!" Mytone was irritated but I was frustrated more 
thananything. Being out of the loop meant more thanjust me not being able to 
help. It meant that theydidn't trust me with the information 

Lucy was looking at her dad but when he didn'tsay anything, she threw up her 
hands."We areplanning on leaving the pack and making a newone ” 

My eyes widened. I looked at all of their faces but 

AJ, Jax, and Bryan didn't look up. It was onlyLucy, who was glaring at them 

"A new pack? Who would lead it?"Bryan mumbled."Auri,until."“Until?” 

Lucy shook her head and she turned,looking mestraight in the eyes."Until you 
had your mateand you took it over, Vale. We are building yourpack. Your royal 
pack." 
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"Lucy, don't say it like that.We are going tobuild a pack and ask nicely when 
the time 

comes." AJ laughed, leaning back on the stool hesat down on 



My eyes stared at Lucy as she held my gaze. I wastrying to rationalize what I 
just heard. Thethought had crossed my mind that I wouldeventually like to 
have my own pack. Staying atthe castle for the rest of my life wasn't 

necessarily appealing to me, I didn't really knowhow to begin. Really, I had 
thought I would startwith my Luna and work our way through theworld. Maybe 
picking up some of the good apples 

amongst the rogues and building from there 

Usually, the king would take over his familiespack but I refused since I didn't 
want to takeaway anything from Tyr. That left me packlessfor the first time in 
recorded history. Alpha KingOdin did have a pack but chose to leave it. 

Though, he did end up building a new pack fromwhat I knew of the genealogy 
book. I just hadn'treally nailed down the specifics. 

Now, I was being told a pack was being built for 

me. One that I could take over, one that I couldtrust and help build up.It was 
actually a weightoff my shoulders but at the same time,I had not 

been looped into this plan. My brow furrowedand I looked down, breaking the 
stare downwas having with Lucy. My hand came up and Irubbed my eyes 

What made it even more complicated is that Ihad met my mate. But it wasn't a 
Luna, but arAlpha. An Alpha who ran his own pack, had hisown Luna, and 
apparently his own set of issuesaccording to Pipsqueak 

We need to talk to him. Like what mom saicOdin should have done. Sit down 
and have anadult conversation with him.' Naresh added 

You're right. Can I trust you not to jump himlike Odin did if we do?' 

He chuckled.'No promises if he doesn't have ashirt on. 

I cracked a smile and shook mv head. The kitchenhad stayed quiet and I 
realized they were 

probably waiting for me to say something. Myhand came up and rubbed my 
neck beforerubbing my shoulder 

"I guess I should be grateful that I don't have tostart from scratch." 



I looked up at all of them and Lucy, with AJ andJax, smirked. Bryan, though, 
was eyeing mesuspiciously before restarting his work."We are 

still working through the plans of it, so don't begrateful vet." 

“And don't tell your mom we told you. She wouldkill us."Jax winced 

“Her and Morgan have been working on this sclong and we are finally so 
close."AJ chuckled.“Ifshe knew we told you she would murder us alland then 
start again." 

Lucy pointed to my head."Your ears are goneJustas a heads up." 

Cursing, I closed my eyes and pictured them onmy head. Reaching up, I felt 
them through myhair again and sighed."I blame you guys." 

"It's good practice!" 

After an hour, I started to pace. They should havebeen back by now. The 
longer it took, the morelikely they got caught and thrown in the 

aungeons. Or worse. When it hit two hours, iswhen my pacing moved outside. 
Jax and AJ werestanding out with me, ready to stop me fromgoing after them. 
Even Naresh paced with meWe didn't say a word, we just listened 

It was another half hour before I stopped andlooked out into the forest. Hector 
walked out,sporting some sweats without a shirt. My momwas walking beside 
him, a serious look on her 

face. I shook my head and ran over to her, pullingher into a hug 

"You had me worried." 

Her arms wrapped around me.'Again,sweetheart, you know what I do for 
HighCouncil,right?' 

What happened?' 

She growled. It came from low and she broke outof my hug.'Come inside. It's 
time to let you in onsome of it now. 

AJ and Jax were already headed into the houseand I walked up the steps of 
the porch when Iturned to see Hector, on one knee, staring up atmy mom. 



She was looking up, shaking her headHe took her hand and touched it to his 
forehead.They stayed in that position for a few minutesbefore she threw up 
her hands and ran her handover head 

They both started to walk back inside andIleaned against the doorway of the 
kitchen,watching them walk in. My arms were crossedover my chest again 
and Bryan had left his postin the kitchen to stand next to me 

“So?” 

Hector nodded."It's as we feared.." 

My eyes widened as I watched my mom brushher hand over a vase sitting on 
the table next tocouch.She slowly wrapped her fingers aroundthe neck of the 
vase before hurling it at the wall.I jumped and so did everyone else in the 
room asit shattered against the wall and sent pieces ofporcelain flying. 

"Auri…" 

Her mouth opened and we watched as shescreamed silently.I closed my 
eyes, unable totake the pain in her face. When my eyes openedagain, she 
was squatting down, curled up into aball. Hector was watching her but he was 
leaningagainst the back of the sofa. Bryan hadn't movecbut there was a 
serious frown on his face 

"Kitchen, now." He ordered and took myshoulder, pushing me into the 
doorway. 

Hector followed and then joined by my momafter a minute. She kicked Bryan 
away and 

started up cooking again. Digging around in hispocket, Hector threw a small 
bag onto the 

kitchen counter. Everyone stared at it but no onetouched it until Bryan came 

over. He picked it upand growled.① 

"Where did you find this?" 

"In Logan's room. Along with some other 



questionable ingredients."Hector answered. Hewas leaning against the 
counter, his eyes neverleaving my mom as she worked. 

Bryan cursed and tossed the bag on the counter."So they were just going to 
break the vow of thechallenge.Is that what Cato said? That it wasthere?" 

Hector nodded."That he had that, along withsome other items.But that being 
the mostdamaging of them all." 

"What is it?" I picked up the bag. There looked tobe twenty or thirty tablets in 
the bag. They werecolored a milky blue color and were tiny rounddiscs. 

"What we are calling it is Nova 2.0."Bryananswered, glaring at the bag.① 

My mom's knife slammed into the butchersblock she was cutting on. Her 
whole body wasshaking. Hector put a hand on her shoulder andshe took a 
couple deep breaths. 

“Nova originally was designed by theBloodHunter Coven. What it did was 
make 

vampires go crazy.Lose their humanity and giveinto the animalistic barbaric 
vampiric side ofthemselves. The BloodHunter Coven originallywanted the 
world to fear vampires, humans weremeant to be ruled and used as food. 
Vampires 

were the next step in evolution and we shouldbow down to their power. Yada 
yada vada."Hector rolled his eves 

Bryan shook his head."It was being mass 

produced and was actually refined from anotherdrug that was making humans 
inedible tovampires. But that's neither here nor there atthis point. Nova was 
originally created to createchaos and it did for about three years. Maybemore. 
That is until your mom destroyed theBloodHunter Coven.With it, every single 
Novafactory, distributor, runner,dealer. All of them.It was set on fire and 
burned to the ground." 

"Or so we though." My mom signed slowly. Thescowl on her face was one I 
hadn't seen before. 

"Why are there a bunch of crazy vampire drugsin Dad's drawer?" 



Bryan and Hector looked at my mom. She waschopping some herbs a little 
too intensely.Looking at AJ, Jax, and Lucy, this was the firsttime they were 
hearing about it as well fromtheir faces 

"Because there were some side effects if awerewolf took it." Hector finally 
answered,quietly. 

"The original Nova, made werewolves havesuper strength, not feel emotions, 
and could 

alter the chemistry of the body to stop any 

disease from progressing as long as you took itcontinuouslv." 

I furrowed my brow and shook my head."Whothe hell would be stupid enough 
to try a drugthat made vampires go crazy?" 

The room got quiet and the whole temperaturedropped. My mom stopped 
chopping and herhead was down, her grey eyes narrowed. It was asolid 
minute before her voice came through themind link 

I did, Vale. I was the one who took the drug.Thedata of what it does to a 
werewolf comes from 

me. 

My eyes snapped to my mom and I started toshake my head. Hands dropping 
to my sides,Ipicked up the bag of tablets."You took this? Youfucking took 
these vampire crazy pills?"I was onthe verge of yelling. 

"Not those. Those are what has been popping upin packs as of late. There is 
someone making aversion that now focuses solely on the effects itgives 
werewolves. The super strength, the lack ofemotions, and the altering of our 
bodychemistry. Basically.." 

"Super beefed up werewolves. Super 

werewolves." Lucy finished for her dad 

He nodded."Someone must have found the dataand the original recipe, 
altering it for the use ofwerewolves only. We found out that your fatherand Tyr 
had been helping in providing data fromtheir captains while they were using it. 
We canprobably assume that Tyr and Logan took it atsome time as well." 



"The original data, being that of my mom'sexperience? Or of any other 
werewolf that gotahold of it?"I growled out. 

"Her data, Vale. No other werewolf took itoriginally. She was the only 
one."Hectoianswered 

I growled loudly as I glared at my mom."Did youknow? That it would effect you 
in that? That youwouldn't go crazy or." 

No.I didn't. I didn't know anything about it.Ilearned along the way 

Turning on my heel, I threw open the back doorand shifted as I jumped into 
the back yard.Ineeded a minute. This was too much. Too muchfor me to 
handle right now. My mind had alreadyconnected the dots that Tyr knew he, 
and otherpacks, would loose against the High Council witha regular attack. If 
they were bringing a secretweapon in, a biological drug that enhanced theii 

strength then it would be a completely differentkind of fight.A fight I wasn't 
sure anyone would win. 

 

 


