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Jess nestled her boobs against my neck andwrapped her arms around my
shoulders."It's socute the relationship you have with your momYou guys are
almost like siblings rather thanmom and son.”

| shook mv head."You don't want to see how lam with Freya and Syf. They
took it uponthemselves to fuck with me at everyopportunitv."'And your
brother?"

"In the beginning, he taught me what it meantto be a young wolf. How to be
brave and strongHow to save the girls from the spider on theplayground. He
was there a lot until | was twelveThen, my family just broke apart.”

She rested her chin on my head."Is the AlphaKing gene that strong?"

Inodded."l was still learning to get a handle onit. My dad said he didn't
remember ever havingan issue, which doesn't help.But Mom said herejected
his blood from the beginning. He neveireally knew until he was in his mid to
latetwenties. But Mom taught me not only how to

control it but to embrace it. It might make it
stronger )
"You've never used it in the castle, have vou?"

Shaking my head, | unwrapped her arms aroundmy shoulders and got up."It's
far too much touse it in such an enclosed space.l might end updoing more
damage then what | intend.lt's whyl keep control of my emotions and work
withNaresh so often. Together, we control it."

"Will it work on my kind? Or just yours?"

| shrugged."Never tried it on another race.l'donly had to use my presence a
handful of times.lwouldn't count on it."

Jess's eyes sparkled."l wanna trv it.""No Jess. It might wake up everyone in
thecastle.”

Naresh chuckled.'Might wake up our mate.Lethim feel our power



| rolled my eyes

"Please Vale? Please please?"

“Jess! It could actually hurt other werewolves inthe castle!"
She huffed."It's only for a second! I'm curious!Aren't you?"
Irubbed my forehead and squeezed my eyes shut.

Come on, Vale. | know vour curious too.Andletting our mate feel how strong
we are

"Goddess! Between the two of vou, | can't win!"She chuckled."Naresh wants
to, too? Just for asecond. One command.That's it."

"What command?"| sighed.

Both her and Naresh whooped at the same timeJess started to pace
"Something simple? Maybe to kneel?"

“‘How about something less physical? In case itbleeds into anyone else?"
'How about we make her howl!?"

A smile came to my lips at Naresh's suggestion"What? What did he say?"
"To make you howl. Something you would neverdo on your own."

Her eyebrow rose and then shrugged."Let's doit. We would also be able to
hear how far awaypeople were effected.”

Sitting on the edge of the bed, | sighed."This isso not a good idea."

"No,it's a great idea! Okay,should | take a seator something?" Jess looked
around the roombefore grabbing a chair and sitting down in fronlof me

"I don't even think it will work on vou."

"It's fine! Full power, let me have it." She wassmiling and | crossed my arms



Taking a deep breath, | dropped myself into amore meditative state. Naresh
stepped forwardand | opened my eyes. They glowed bright goldand Jess
looked surprised but excited. Rolling myshoulders, together Naresh and |
dropped thewalls that held back the rush of power. It was liketeeling a tidal
wave flow out from me and splashagainst the walls of my room. The
windowsshattered, the door to the balcony burst open. Myeyes were focused
on Jess, thougn

"Howl, Night Goddess'chosen."

The words were deeper, echoed by Naresh and I'svoices. We watched as she
struggled against theweight of the power. Suddenly, her eyes glazedover and
her head tipped up.Jess let out aguttural howl that would make any
werewoliproud. Looking out the window,| tipped my headto listen as the whole
castle erupted in howling

Some were werewolves, howling for their moon goddess. But there were
others. Howling for thefirst time at their chosen gods or goddesses.Taking
another deep breath, Naresh andi

reigned it back in. Pulling the flow of power backand shutting it back into its
box, | sank into the

bed, breathing hard. Letting out the poweiwasn't hard. It was reigning it back
in was a

nightmare.(1)
"Holy fuck." Jess sounded slightly in pain andwinded
"l told you. We woke the whole damn castle.I'mgonna be in so much trouble ”

Jess laughed. A pure, unrestrained laugh."Noone is going to fuck with you
after tonight, Vale,You just proved you are not just the Alpha King.

| felt the blood in my face drain."I'm so fuckedMom is going to kill me. She
warned me.Why didl listen to either of vou?"

"Chill, my liege.It's not a big deal."

"You've not seen my mom pissed."l rubbed myeyes."Jess, go please. | can't
even...""Alright alright. I'll see you tomorrow, youimghness”



| growled."Stop that."

She laughed as she closed my door. Shaking my head, Naresh was quiet. |
got up and swept up theglass from the windows. Tomorrow, I'd have torequest
for them to be fixed. Luckily,my balconydoors seemed okay even after getting
blownopen.Laying back down on the bed, | closed myeyes.

'Well, we made a statement to our mate.

| groaned.'Shut up, Naresh.Seriously.Shut up.ldont want to think about him
anymore.'

| sat back in my chair, stewing. | came earlytoday to sit in the balcony and wait
for thismeeting to finish. Naresh had been quiet sincethis morning and | was
glad. It was early enoughthat | didn't run into anyone on the way here andno
one came barging in on me in the morning soeverything seemed okay after
last night.

People started to trickle in ten minutes later.ljust started down at the spot
where they wouldbe standing. Where my mate would be standing.

'He should have waited for us.

Igrowled.

'Having a Luna and a pup.We never had a

chance.We aren't that old.He's not that old. Hecould have.'

| cut him off.'Stop Naresh.Coulda-woulda-shoulda. Like Syf used to say. It's
done. I'm doneWe will deliver our verdict and leave. It will bethe last fucking
time | see him.

| had stewed myself down an angry path. Hurtand upset over our mate. Hurt,
upset and angryWe would never get the chance to feel that bond,that
connection. Our mate took that away fromus.Frankly, after stewing in this for
hours,laian't give a shit if he was a man, woman, ortransgendered. | didn't
give a single flying fuck.lwould have still embraced him, loved him.introduced
him to my family. | don't know howwe would work out his pack situation but
itwould be something we would have done

together



But instead, he ripped that choice away from mefrom Naresh. The hole | felt in
my heart filledwith anger. | could feel the walls around ourpower wain but |
exhaled sharply. We would getthis over with and then we would turn our
backon the stupid, beautiful, fucking Alpha and neversee him again.This
would be it. Nothing more

My eyes flew open as the smell of old books andpine filled my senses. He
was looking up at thebalcony but with me sitting down, he wouldnever be able
to see me. | was free to ogle himfrom above without shame .

He looked like he had a restless night; dark

circles were under his eyes and slightly crackedlips. He still looked beautiful.
His hair was freetoday, not braided in the back. His shirt waswrinkled but it still
pulled against the muscles inhis chest.It did still show exactly how small ofan
Alpha he was. There wasn't an inkling of himbeing any less of an Alpha then
Mark or Julian,he was just built smaller. Built to be in my arms

| cursed to myself.
We would have raised him up above being justan Alpha

| nodded solemnly.'Yes, we would have. Nowthough, now he will go back to
his Luna and hispup and forever feel like he cheated on us. He hasa Luna,
when he could have had a king.

Jess brought the meeting to attention."Forthose of you who were not here
vesterdav,a finalverdict will be reached today in regards to AlphaEzekiel and
Beta Leo's issue. The first issuecoming to us was whether or not this fell
undeithe High Council's jurisdiction or the Alpha KingAlpha King Vale, if you
would."

Taking a deep breath, | stood and walked to theedge of the balcony.Today,
more eyes were onme than normal. Right now though, | glared atAlpha
Ezekiel and | watched him physically shrink back

"After researching the issues over seventy vearsago, as well as the
resurgence of it fifty yearsago, | have come to the conclusion that this
Issuefalls into the hands of the High Council."

There was a cough down below."Whv is that?"For a moment, | glanced at
Peter who also shankback under my glare



"The original High Council pardoned theleadership for the pack. While the
Alpha wassentenced to death, but the others who wereparticipating, his
Gamma and Beta, never wereHis Beta took the Alpha's son since he was
thegodfather and raised him.His line should havealso been eradicated to
prevent this issue."

| took a deep breath, clasping my hands behindmy back."High Councilor Oran
was being backedby the BloodHunter coven, who was benefitingfrom the
choices of Alpha Darkry, and later hisBeta, was making. Fifteen years
later,the

previous Alpha King sentenced the Beta to deathfor the same exact crimes
that Darkry had beenkilled for. The loss of life is on the hands on theHigh
Council for the not overturning and makingsure he was brought to justice for
his actions. Itis on the High Council now, to help right the sinscommitted by
your predecessors. Not mine.”

"One could say the Alpha King did nothing in theface of his own kind falling
victim to this Alpha."Peter was getting on my last nerves and todaywas not a
day to do it.(1)

Naresh stepped forward, my eyes glowing

golden, the room fell dead silent after a murmurhad picked up."While this
might be your firsttime making decisions for an entire race, ourkind has had a
king much longer. The Alpha Kingdecided that the High Council was needed
toeradicate this issue due to the connection theyhad with the BloodHunter
coven. Withoutknowing the corruption within. While your kindmight be happy
to gloss over that particulargroup, the BloodHunter coven is your legacy
thatmost of us remember. My mother destroved theentire coven, from top to
bottom, if you

remember. You should also remember the sizeand scope of the coven as
well. How manymonths and that an entire war was fought overthem )

The metal railing groaned underneath my handsas | gripped it tighter. Trying
to control the urgeto remove Peter's head from his body."TheAlpha King didn't
have an army to raise to evenequal the BloodHunter covens numbers. It
wasthe Alpha King who originally put forth therequest to the High Council, as
well as reachingout to the witches and fey. Don't throw the inaction of my race
at me, Pietro Kardoff, whenyour kind literally let the BloodHunter coverthrive



until my mother took them all out. So nexitime you open your mouth to insult a
past king,make sure you don't do it in front of the currentone )

| took a deep breath and peeled my hands off therailing. Naresh stepped back
and | rolled myshoulders."Whether vou do or do not take actionin this matter,
doesn't require my input

However, | would like to remind you that everysingle one of vou sit on a seat
stained in red. TheHigh Councilors before sat on those seats andruined the
lives of many people of all races. Thisbeing a prime example of the greed and

underhanded deals that happened. It's going totake decades, maybe
centuries, for you to wipeclean those sins. Maybe start, by righting
theirmistakes.”

llooked over my mate one more time. He lookedat me with tears in his eves.
His hand started toreach out but | stepped back.Turning,l slammedthe door
behind me as | walked out of the

balcony area. The stone walkways only served tomake me feel more
claustrophobic. Headingdown the back way, through the kitchen,| tookthree
steps outside and rippled into my wolfform. My white fur that matched
perfectly withmy hair, caught the wind as | ran into the surrounding forest.

Naresh, do you want to run for a bit? | need tojust..not be present.

Of course, Vale.' He stepped forward and startedto run the perimeter that was
the High Council'sgrounds. After a couple of hours, Naresh reachedout to me.

That was the last time we are going to see ourmate,isn't it? Naresh asked
quietly.

Let's hope so. The last thing | want is for histamily to show up at here and rub
our noses in it.'(1)

[Vale...l don't think...

Stop Naresh. It's done. They will be gone by thisafternoon and we won't speak
about this again.We will continue on and one day maybe settledown with a
she-wolf who would love us despitenot being mates.



Naresh growled but | turned away, walkingfurther into the recesses of our
mind. | wanted tobe alone. | wanted to wallow in my own angerand misery.



