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Francine was a little puzzled when she saw so many 

guests at the house. She looked at Corinne who was 

feeding Joey, then at 

Annie who sat next to Corinne. Finally, her gaze shifted 

to Aaron sitting beside Annie. She frowned without 

hiding her 

displeasure. “Why are you still in touch with this jerk, 

Annie? You’re supposed to stay away from him!” 

Annie had been thoroughly focused on her food as she 

was hungry. When Francine made that remark without 

considering the 

occasion, she felt embarrassed and did not know how to 

respond. 

Aaron, meanwhile, smiled at her instead of getting angry. 

“Why do I get the feeling that you have a problem with 

me?” 



Francine was usually very bossy, more so when at her 

home. “I do! I don’t like you! Why would someone like 

you come to our 

home? We don’t welcome you here!” 

Her attitude was a little too direct, and it made everyone 

at the table feel a little awkward. 

Pamela chastised her, “Don’t be rude, Francine! This 

gentleman is Corinne’s friend! Watch your tone!” 

Francine was a little unhappy when her grandmother 

reprimanded her. She looked at Corinne and said, “I’m 

not trying to single 

you out, but I think it’s for the best if you avoid having 

any contact with jerks like him. Aren’t you repulsed by 

how…casual he is?” 

Corinne silently glared at Francine. Aaron was a 

nonchalant person whose attitude was far from perfect, 

but Corinne could not 

stand to hear other people badmouth him! 

Francine felt a chill down her spine when Corinne stared 

at her like that. However, Francine was a very 

straightforward person 

who never held back when it came to things she disliked. 

She glared at Aaron and said, “You have no idea how 

terrible of a 

person he was. He plays with Annie’s feelings and leads 

her on, even though he doesn’t feel the same way about 

her! When 



Corinne was hospitalized, he got a room with another 

woman and told Annie to send some contraception to 

him! What kind of 

person does that?” 

Pamela was old enough not to have heard about such 

uncouth acts. She could not contain her shock and 

immediately asked, 

“What?” 

Before Pamela could say anything else, Annie was so 

embarrassed that she lost her appetite. She put down her 

chopsticks, got 

up, and said, “Sorry, please excuse me. I’m already full, 

and I need to go to the bathroom!” 

The atmosphere at the table became even more awkward 

when Annie left. 

Aaron glanced coldly at Francine before getting up to 

chase after Annie. Everyone else at the table looked 

unhappily at Francine. 

Francine felt a little uncomfortable when everyone stared 

at her, but she did not think that she was in the wrong. 

She hated jerks, 

and she felt that she was in the right for calling Aaron out! 

Corinne lost her appetite too. She down his chopsticks 

and said, “I guess Francine doesn’t welcome my friends 

over. Forget 

about the meal, then. You people can continue! I’ve had 

my fill!” She then left the table with Joey. 

Naturally, Xante left too. 



What was supposed to be a decent meal ended up 

becoming a truly embarrassing situation. 

Pamela frowned and glared at her stubborn 

granddaughter. “How could you say something like that 

about Corinne’s friend?” 

Francine had an innocent look on her face. “I’m telling 

the truth! He’s a jerk! He made Annie cry! I’m only 

looking out for her!” 

Pamela felt her head throb. “Annie doesn’t seem to be 

holding it against him, so who are you to complain about 

what happened? 

Are you satisfied now that they’ve left the table?” 

Francine pursed her lips. “Tch! It’s their business if they 

leave. We can just continue with the meal!” 

Pamela snorted. “It’s bad enough that they all left without 

eating, but Corinne is pregnant. She left even though she 

barely ate 

anything! If something happens to her pregnancy, you’ll 

never hear the end of it from Jeremy!” 
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Francine felt aggrieved but did not dare to talk back to her 

grandmother. She fiddled with the food on her plate with 

a fork, and 

the fork slipped out of her hand. 

She was already in a bad mood, and her mood worsened 

when the fork fell. She muttered something to herself and 

was about to 

bend down to pick it up when Chester bent down to take it 

before could. 

Since the fork was already dirty as it fell on the floor, 

Chester put it aside and handed his clean one to her. 

“Here. I haven’t used 

this yet.” 

Francine blushed at Chester’s gesture and thanked him. 

Chester did not reply and got up before politely bidding 

Pamela goodbye. He then picked up his backpack and 

walked out. 

As soon as Francine saw that the apple of her eye had left, 

she felt a little downcast and got up to chase after him. 

She ran out to the yard and finally caught up with Chester. 

She stood in front of him and asked uneasily, “Why did 

you leave 

without eating? Are you angry? Do you think I’m in the 

wrong?” 

Chester had an insipid expression as he answered, “Your 

family’s affairs have nothing to do with me. I don’t have 

any particular 

view to say about what happened.” 



Though Chester’s answer suggested he was not angry, 

Francine did not think that was so. As stubborn as she was 

in front of 

other people, she discarded her attitude and lowered her 

head to explain, “But Aaron’s a jerk. I just couldn’t hold 

my anger back 

earlier. I hate it when he bullies other girls!” 

Chester could not bear to ignore her when she admitted 

her mistake to him like that. 

“You don’t need to explain anything to me. This involves 

your family, and I have no right to say anything. But, I do 

think you 

should control your temper, Francine. If you show your 

dissatisfaction all the time and speak your mind without 

any filter, society 

will give you a lot of flak in the future.” 

Francine blinked in confusion. “But I don’t have to go to 

work in the future. No one’s going to do anything to me if 

I stay at home!” 

Chester was a little surprised at that answer. He smiled 

self-deprecatingly and said, “You’re right. Your family’s 

financial 

background is secure enough that you don’t need to work 

for the rest of your life. You’ll always be protected by 

your family. I’m 

just thinking too much.” He walked past Francine and 

continued toward the gate. 



Francine felt very uneasy, so she ran up to him and 

grabbed his clothes. “You’re right, Chester. I’ll change 

my temper! I’ll learn to 

control it! Please don’t be angry at me.” 

Chester felt helpless. “I’m not angry. Let me go!” 

Francine asked carefully, “Then will you be coming over 

to help me with my homework tomorrow?” 

Chester nodded. “I’ll keep my end of the promise since 

it’s already been agreed upon that I’ll help you to finish 

everything.” 

Francine sighed in relief and released him. “I’ll see you 

off!” She wanted the family driver to send him home, but 

because he was 

an independent person who stuck to his principles, he 

would be unhappy if he was driven home every time. 

Once or twice was 

more than enough. 

Since Francine insisted on seeing him off, Chester 

allowed her to accompany him to the gate. 

A row of bodyguards stood guard at the gate. They had a 

serious look on their faces, and it was a little stressful to 

be in their 

presence. 

Chester looked at the bodyguards and asked with a frown, 

“Is your brother treating Corinne as some kind of 

prisoner?” 



Francine looked helplessly at the bodyguards in front of 

the house. “I have no idea what’s going on. It wasn’t like 

this yesterday, 

but then they had an argument, and it was already like this 

earlier today!” 

The thought of Jeremy left Chester feeling some 

animosity. He said coldly, “I hope your family will treat 

Corinne better. She’s a 

good girl!” 

After some hesitance, Francine eventually asked him, 

“I’ve always wanted to ask you something, Chester. Do 

you like Corinne?” 

Chester kept quiet. He slung his backpack over his left 

shoulder and left without even turning to look at her. 
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Back in the house. 

Annie looked in the mirror after washing her face in the 

bathroom. She felt a deep sense of self-loathing when she 

stared at her 

smudged makeup. 

She felt as though no man would ever love her. 



She foolishly thought she was the happiest woman in the 

world when she almost got married, but her groom had a 

quickie with 

another woman inside a storeroom right before the 

wedding. After he had been exposed, he showed no sign 

of regret and even 

threatened to leak her nudes. 

It was Jeremy and Corinne who helped her deal with him. 

Had it not been for the intimidating fact that Jeremy was 

her uncle, all 

the guests would have laughed at her. 

Then, she fell ignorantly in love with Aaron despite 

Corinne’s repeated warnings and reminders. She 

stubbornly set out to win his 

heart, thinking she was special enough to make Aaron 

change his ways. 

In the end, she made a fool of herself. It was no surprise 

that Francine would chastise her like that. After all, who 

would buy 

contraception for their crush to use with another woman? 

The knocks on the bathroom door snapped Annie back to 

her senses. Thinking someone wanted to use the 

bathroom, she 

decided not to hog the place to herself. She wiped her face 

with a tissue before opening the door. 

As soon as the door opened, she saw Aaron standing at 

the door. He looked poignantly at her. 



Annie said embarrassedly, “I just finished using the toilet. 

It’s your turn!” 

She lowered her head and walked out of the restroom. 

However, Aaron dragged her back into the bathroom 

before she even 

managed to step out. 

Aaron then closed the bathroom door and locked it. 

Annie reeled from the shock. “Mister Aaron?” 

Aaron’s cool fingers rubbed her tears away gently. “Your 

makeup is smudged. Did you cry?” 

Annie looked away a little. “No. I washed my face.” 

That was one of the few times that Aaron had an 

apologetic expression. “I’m sorry that everyone looks 

negatively at you because 

of me.” 

Annie was startled. She did not expect Aaron to apologize 

to her. It took her a while to snap out of her confusion. 

“No, I thought 

too highly of myself. My existence is a joke, anyway. It 

has always been like that since my wedding failed.” 

Aaron’s expression soured. “Who says your existence is a 

joke?” 

Annie continued to remind herself not to overthink things 

and read too much into how he was acting toward her. “I 

know you 

don’t have feelings for me. There’s nothing wrong with 

you rejecting me in that sort of tactful manner. I don’t 

blame you at all.” 



Aaron stared silently at her before taking out a few small 

square foil packets from his pocket. 

Annie looked at what Aaron was holding and blushed. 

Those were the condoms she helped Aaron to buy! ‘Why 

did he take them 

out and show them to me?’ 
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Annie stepped back almost instinctively. “What are you 

doing?” 

Aaron held them tightly and said, “I didn’t use any of the 

ones you bought for me the other day.” 

Annie was speechless. ‘And? What is he trying to tell me? 

Is he saying he didn’t use them because he did it raw with 

his 

girlfriend the other day? Is he trying to say he doesn’t 

mind having a baby with her? Is he warning me to stop 

having feelings for 

him?’ 

She felt a little embarrassed. “Okay, okay. I get it. I won’t 

bother you again in the future. You don’t have to do this 

to me.” 



Aaron did not know how to react after concluding she had 

misunderstood. “What I’m trying to say is, I can’t bring 

myself to use 

what you bought for me, so I didn’t do anything with that 

woman.” 

‘What do you mean by that? You’re acting super weird 

today! I can’t even understand what you’re talking about!’ 

Annie thought to 

herself. She then asked, “Umm… What are you even 

talking about?” 

Aaron smiled and leaned over to her ear. He then 

whispered to her, “Since you’re the one who bought them, 

I’ve decided to save 

them and use them with you in the future!” 

Annie’s face turned red in an instant. Her lips twitched 

too, and she felt incredibly offended. She raised her hand 

and slapped 

him twice. Then, she opened the bathroom door and left. 

Aaron walked out of the bathroom with two very clear 

slap marks on his face. 

Corinne and Xante stood at the door and looked at him 

with disgust. 

Xante chided smugly, “Serves you right!” 

Aaron shrugged. “I don’t mind this at all!” 

Corinne rubbed her temples and said, “Come upstairs 

with me.” 

Aaron and Xante followed her to her bedroom. 



Someone brought food to their room, perhaps as a gesture 

of apology from Pamela who felt that Francine had 

crossed the line. 

Joey was already fast asleep by then. 

After Corinne placed him down on the bed and covered 

him with the blanket, she walked to the door and opened 

it slightly to 

peek outside. Once she confirmed no people were in the 

vicinity, she closed the door and sat on the sofa. She then 

said to Aaron 

and Xante, “In two days, I’ll ask Grandma Pamela to 

bring me out of the house so I can clear my mind. I’ll let 

you know when and 

where. There will be a lot of bodyguards following us at 

that time, so you two will have to find a way to lure them 

away. That’ll be 

my chance to escape.” 

Aaron and Xante looked solemnly at each other before 

nodding to Corinne. 

Xante said, “Okay. Don’t worry. We’ll arrange everything 

and synchronize with you.” 

“Where do you plan on escaping to?” Aaron asked. 

“Should I book the flight in advance?” 

Corinne said curtly, “Your sole responsibility is to distract 

those bodyguards. Don’t bother about anything else. 

Where I head to 

after that isn’t important.” 



Aaron frowned and asked unhappily, “What do you mean 

by that? You’re not going to tell us anything?” 

Corinne glanced at him. “That’s not it. I haven’t even 

decided where to go yet. I can’t leave the country through 

the two of you.” 

“Then who’ll help you by then?” Aaron asked again. 

“Jeremy knows I’m in contact with the two of you,” she 

reminded. “When I leave, he’ll definitely demand answers 

from the two of 

you. If he finds out that you facilitated my departure, 

you’re going to have a hard time dealing with him. That’s 

exactly why I’m 

seeking someone else’s help!” 
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“Who?” Aaron and Xante asked. 

“You’ll know soon enough if he’s willing to help me.” 

Corinne felt that it was best not to tell them who she 

planned to seek help 

from until she was sure that person was willing to help. 

Aaron and Xante looked at each other. Neither could 

guess who Corinne wanted to seek. 



The three of them had lunch in the bedroom. When 

Corinne asked someone to come in to clean up the dishes, 

Bowen followed 

the servants in and passed on a message. “Ma’am, the 

card table has been set up. Madam Pamela invited you 

and your friends 

for a round of card games.” 

‘Guess she hasn’t forgotten about the card game, then…’ 

Corinne thought. She nodded and said, “We’ll head down 

right away.” 

After Bowen excused himself, Corinne turned and told 

the two of them, “We’re playing card games with her.” 

Although Aaron and Xante were hardly interested in card 

games, they did not dare to disobey their boss’s orders. 

Pamela had told her servant to arrange the card table in 

the quiet and elegant tea room. 

After Corinne assigned two maids to keep watch over the 

soundly asleep Joey, she brought Aaron and Xante down. 

When she 

arrived at the living room, she saw Pamela interceding 

between Annie and Francine. She specifically requested 

Francine to 

apologize to Annie. 

Annie was never the kind of person who held grudges, so 

she just nodded and forgave Francine without another 

word. 

However, Aaron was not too happy to see that. 



When Corinne came down with Aaron and Xante, Pamela 

waved at them with an affectionate smile. 

“Over here, Corinne! Tell your friends to play some card 

games with me. It’s been a while since I last played, and 

I’m feeling like 

it today!” 

Corinne smiled and brought her two friends over to sit 

around the table. 

Annie did now know how to play cards, so she took a 

chair and sat next to Pamela. She helped the old lady hold 

the cards while 

learning the rules. Throughout the entire time, she did not 

look at Aaron at all and seemed to be deliberately 

avoiding him. 

Aaron, who sat opposite Pamela, glanced at Annie from 

time to time. 

Francine insisted on joining the game since she knew how 

to play cards. Meanwhile, Xante sat next to Corinne and 

played as a 

team. 

Their agreement with Corinne was to take it easy and 

ensure Pamela was happy. However, as soon as Aaron sat 

at the table, he 

seemed to have forgotten what Corinne told him and 

targeted Francine deliberately. 

After a few rounds, Francine got so angry that she wanted 

to flip the table. That was when she remembered the 

advice Chester 



gave her before leaving. He had hoped that she would 

change her temper, so she decided to take a deep breath 

and bear with it. 

Pamela was astute enough to tell Aaron was deliberately 

making the game difficult for Francine. She could not find 

it in herself to 

blame him either after those remarks that Francine made 

about him. 

Nevertheless, Aaron still made a point to lighten the 

atmosphere around Pamela. As a result, her mood 

improved even more. 

It was already evening by the time they were done with a 

few rounds. 

Pamela invited them all to have dinner, but both Aaron 

and Xante declined. Annie turned down the offer politely 

too, and she 

walked out of the house together with Aaron and Xante. 

Rather than get into Aaron’s car, she politely waved 

goodbye to Xante and went off alone. 

Aaron told his driver to follow her slowly. He then 

lowered the window and said to her, “Get in. I’ll send you 

home.” 

Annie continued walking and did not even bother to look 

at him. “Thanks for the offer, but I’m good. I’m not 

planning on going 

home right now.” 
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Annie had been offended by what Aaron said to her in the 

bathroom earlier that day. She did not want to talk to him 

anymore and 

even considered skipping work the next day. 

Perhaps he genuinely did view her with contempt. There 

seemed to be no other explanation for why he would say 

such 

humiliating things to her! 

“You’re not planning on going home? Where are you 

going, then?” Aaron asked. He was leaning against the car 

window with his 

head jutting out slightly. 

“I don’t have to report everything to you now that I’ve 

clocked off work,” retorted Annie without looking at him. 

Aaron frowned slightly. “You came with the two of us 

today, so it’s considered official company business. We’ll 

have to bear the 

responsibility if anything happens to you on the way 

home. Please get in the car, and stop being so 

unreasonable.” 



Annie insisted, “Don’t worry. Even if something happens 

to me, I’m not going to blame you and Miss Xante. You 

should go home 

and get some rest! Bye!” She then turned into an alley 

that cars could not drive into. 

She was incredibly annoyed at that moment and did not 

want to hear Aaron’s disruptive voice. 

It was wintertime, during which the sun set much earlier. 

When Aaron saw Annie turning into the dark alley alone, 

he narrowed 

her eyes and thought for a moment before asking the 

driver to stop the car. 

Xante glanced at him and could immediately tell what 

Aaron was thinking. She adjusted her gold-rimmed 

glasses and said, “Men 

are such jerks.” 

Aaron shrugged. “I have no shame in admitting that.” 

He got out of the car and chased Annie into the alley. 

Xante did not want to wait for him any longer, so she 

raised her chin and 

signaled for the driver to leave. 

The alley that Annie ran into was dark, but Aaron caught 

up to her in no time. In response, Annie quickened her 

pace and ran out 

of the alley. She arrived at a lively area with many people. 

Aaron rushed out after her. He was about to go up to her 

when he saw Annie coming up to a man. 



Annie panted and said to the man, “I’m sorry, Marcus. 

Did I keep you waiting long?” 

Marcus’s eyes lit up when he saw her. He shook his head 

and said, “I’m happy you’re here! I thought you wouldn’t 

show up!” 

Annie calmed herself and said, “I won’t stand you up 

after promising to watch a movie with you. I’m sorry I’m 

a little late, though. 

I lost track of time when I was at my uncle’s place!” 

Marcus had sent her another text message earlier in the 

afternoon. He asked if she had thought about his offer and 

if she 

wanted to watch a movie with him. Since she was in a bad 

mood at the time, she thought that it would be good to 

keep her mind 

occupied with something else. She agreed to Marcus’s 

invitation and sent him the location of their meeting point. 

Although she was not interested in horror movies, she 

might be able to forget those unhappy moments if the 

movie gave her a 

bit of a scare. 

Marcus smiled happily. “Let’s go, then!” 

Annie nodded. “Okay!” 

As the two of them walked in the crowd toward the 

nearby subway station, neither of them noticed that Aaron 

was staring at the 

two of them away from the crowd. He had a somewhat 

contrived look on his face. 



‘Tch. She seemed to move on pretty quickly. It seemed 

she already agreed to watch a movie with her colleagues.’ 

Men who invited women to watch horror movies would 

almost certainly have ulterior motives, that much Aaron 

was certain. 

‘What does this have to do with me, though?’ 

Aaron smirked nonchalantly and turned around to take a 

taxi home. However, he clenched his fists tightly after 

barely taking a 

few steps and headed for the subway. No matter how he 

tried to wrap his head around it, he could not bear to 

imagine Annie 

hugging her colleague at the movie theater during the 

jumpscares in the movie. 

Back at the Holdens, Corinne had gone upstairs after 

dinner. Joey was playing with some toys on the bed under 

the watchful 

eyes of maids. With her in the room, she allowed the 

maids to excuse themselves. 

two 
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Corinne brought some baby food for Joey. She told him to 

stop playing for a while and have dinner first. 

Joey was very obedient. He swiftly put down the toy and 

got off the bed to eat his dinner. Corinne taught him to eat 

with a spoon, 

and Joey followed suit with a nod. His movements might 

be a bit clumsy, but he was able to learn how to eat. 

Corinne could not help but feel a little emotional when 

she watched him use the spoon. She was leaving, and she 

did not know if 

the Holdens would take good care of her once she left. 

Since he was not blood-related to anyone in the 

household, there was no 

guarantee that the jerk Jeremy might treat his adopted son 

well in the future. Even if he did, he was the kind of man 

who had 

little time to take care of his children. 

That was one of the reasons she taught Joey to eat with a 

spoon. He would be independent enough to feed himself 

if no one fed 

him after she left. 

She was staring at Joey in a daze when her cell phone 

began to ring. She had two mobile phones at that moment: 

One was her 

own, and the other was left by Xante. 

The ringing came from her phone, and the caller was none 

other than Jeremy. 



Corinne was surprised that Jeremy would give her a call. 

‘Where did he get the time to call her when he was with 

his legal wife in 

another country?’ 

His act proved that Aaron was right in calling him a 

control freak. 

Corinne snorted and answered the phone. 

She scoffed and answered the call. She did not take the 

initiative to say anything, and neither did Jeremy. In the 

end, however, 

Jeremy spoke first and asked, “What are you doing?” 

“Keeping an eye on Joey while he eats his dinner,” 

Corinne answered. 

“And you? Have you eaten?” 

“Yes.” 

She answered his question curtly, monotonously. If she 

had a choice, she would never have wanted to answer the 

call in the first 

place. She did not want to speak with him at all. 

However, it was vital to her escape plan that Jeremy let 

his guard down. 

The man seemed to sigh, and his tone sank too. “Did you 

play cards with Grandma today? Are you tired?” 

Corinne tersely replied, “I’m feeling alright.” 

The man said again, “Just let Grandma know that you’re 

tired so you don’t have to play with her for too long. 

You’re in no 

condition to be sitting still for too long.” 



Corinne said, “Don’t worry. A round of card games isn’t 

going to affect the pregnancy. Relax, okay? You can 

focus on things over 

on your end!” 

Jeremy was silent for some time at the other end of the 

line. Then, he said annoyedly, “Do you think I’m calling 

you just to ask 

about the pregnancy?” 

Corinne answered bluntly, “Yes.” 

Jeremy replied with an even more displeased tone. “Let’s 

end the call, then. I have nothing more to say to you.” 

Corinne hung up without hesitation. 

Jeremy merely said that in a moment of anger. Truth be 

told, he was still waiting for Corinne’s explanation, but all 

he heard was 

the dial tone. 

In his anger, he gripped his phone so tightly that it nearly 

broke. 

At that moment, a woman came over and asked, “Why the 

long face, Jeremy? Did something happen?” 
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After ending the call and tossing the phone, Corinne took 

out a tissue and wiped Joey’s messy face. She then lifted 

the little guy. 

“Are you full?” 

Joey wrapped his arms around Corinne’s neck and said, 

“Mhm! I’m full!” 

Corinne then gave him a mini-lecture, “That’s good. You 

need to learn how to use a spoon so you can eat without 

an adult’s help 

in the future. That way, you won’t get hungry even if 

there isn’t anyone to feed you.” 

Joey looked at Corinne somewhat anxiously. 

“You…won’t be with me all the time?” 

Corinne smiled at him gently and avoided answering his 

question directly. She said, “Your father will always be 

with you, but he’ll 

be very busy with work. He can’t be with you all the time, 

so you need to learn to be independent.” 

Joey nodded obediently. “Okay. Joey will work hard and 

learn to be independent! You and Dada won’t worry 

about me all the 

time.” 

Ever since she started taking care of Joey, she frequently 

spoke to him whenever she had time to spare. Their 

exchanges 

allowed him to pick up more words and learn to speak 

too. Although it was still somewhat incoherent baby 

language, Corinne 



could understand him. 

Joey was a smart kid, but his learning curve had been 

delayed because of Anya’s and Phoebe’s antics. 

Joey suddenly leaned on Corinne’s shoulder and 

muttered, “Can I call you ‘Mom’?” 

His question startled Corinne because it came out of 

nowhere. “Why do you want to call me ‘Mom’?” 

“Because Dad said you’ll be my mother from now on. I 

need to listen to you and protect you when I grow up. He 

even said that 

you have my little sister in your tummy…” 

Corinne felt her chest tighten. “When did he tell you 

that?” 

“On the mountain. You were asleep, but Dad wasn’t…” 

“I see…” Corinne was a little confused. ‘Why would 

Jeremy tell Joey those things when he had a legal wife? 

Does he want her to 

raise Joey because the little boy accepted her more? Does 

he want her to do that in addition to raising her child? Is it 

because 

he can’t bear to let his legal wife suffer?’ 

Corinne liked Joey dearly and did not mind taking him 

with her, but she felt that doing so would let Jeremy get 

the easy way out. 

‘What does he take me for?’ she thought to herself. 

Corinne’s silence left Joey feeling a little anxious. “Can 

I?” 



Corinne snapped back to her senses and answered 

awkwardly, “You shouldn’t just call anyone ‘Mom’. Once 

your father comes 

back, you should ask him who you should be calling 

‘Mom’.” 

Joey felt a little lost. “Oh…” 

Corinne could tell that he was sad. There was nothing else 

she could do except pat Joey’s head gently to comfort 

him. “Well, if 

you’re full, you can continue playing again!” 

The role of a mother came with a lot of responsibility. She 

could not bring herself to be responsible in the sense that 

she did not 

want Joey to experience abandonment yet again. 

For that reason, she could not accept him calling her 

‘Mom’. 

She would have brought Joey with her if she had the 

choice. She was more than happy to raise a child, after all. 

However, her priority was to rid herself of Jeremy. 

Taking his adopted son with him would only make him 

more desperate to go 

after her. 

Alas, she had to forgo it for the sake of the bigger picture. 

Joey obediently climbed back onto the bed and played 

with his toys. Meanwhile, Corinne took out the phone that 

Xante left her 

and dialed a number. 



The call connected after some time. “What can I do for 

you at this late hour, Miss Xante?” 
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There was a pleasant ring to the man’s tone. Judging from 

the background, he seemed to be at home. 

Corinne said, “It’s me, Corinne.” 

Jason was stunned for a moment. His charming eyes then 

lit up. “Corinne? I wouldn’t have expected you to call 

me.” 

Corinne cut straight to the chase. “Can you do me a 

favor?” 

Jason asked with a smile, “Will I get anything in return?” 

Corinne frowned. She pursed her lips and asked, 

“Shouldn’t you be asking me what sort of favor I want 

from you?” 

Jason answered flirtatiously, “That’s not important! As 

long as you give me a chance to get close to you, I’ll 

agree without even 

batting an eye.” 



Corinne frowned. She always believed Aaron to be a one-

of-a-kind flirt, but it was after meeting Jason that she 

realized that the 

latter was far ahead of Aaron in that aspect! She could not 

care less for his sweet-talking and laid out her plans to 

him right away. 

Jason was forthright about it as well and proposed the 

benefits he would like in return. 

After considering his demands, Corinne eventually agreed 

and ended the call. 

Jason had other things to say, but Corinne ended the call 

before he could do so. He looked poignantly at the phone 

and sighed. 

“Who were you talking to, Jason?” Zeke asked, putting 

his arm around Jason’s shoulder. 

Jason placed his phone away and smiled. “One of my 

employees wanted to check something with me.” 

Zeke did not suspect a single thing and led Jason back to 

the wine table. “Let’s continue drinking, then! We’ve 

gotta get Gerald 

drunk today!” 

On Corinne’s end, she had just ended the call with Jason 

when another unknown number called. 

Since the phone belonged to Xante and the number was 

not saved, she did not plan on answering calls on a whim 

and 



immediately declined it. To Corinne’s surprise, the 

number called again, and Corinne pressed the button to 

hang up. 

It was on the sixth call that Corinne finally answered, and 

she only did so because she was worried there might be 

some sort of 

emergency. 

“Why did you keep declining my calls, Xante?” 

Corinne wanted to explain to the caller that she was not 

Xante, but the caller’s voice sounded familiar to her. 

“Hmph! You even blocked me on social media! What are 

you trying to achieve? Didn’t I already apologize to you?” 

Corinne recognized that voice as belonging to Sunny. She 

was a little surprised, because as far as she knew, they had 

no 

business with each other. ‘Why would he call Xante?’ she 

asked. 

Sunny then said, “Hey! Xante? Why aren’t you saying 

anything? Are you still angry with me? Come on, I’ve 

already apologized to 

you! I didn’t even get angry with you when you told on 

me to my brother and had him send someone to deal with 

me. You weren’t 

like that when you pushed me into bed the other night! 

You can’t do this to me! Do you think I’ll let you get 

away with ignoring me 

after you slept with me? Keep dreaming!” 



Corinne finally understood what was going on. Her 

expression soured, and she massaged her temples. “When 

did that happen?” 

Sunny was silent. 

Corinne then asked sternly, “I’m asking you a question!” 
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“W—Why is Xante’s phone w—w—with you?” 

Corinne felt a headache coming on. “I’ll repeat my 

question. When did that happen?” 

Sunny did not know how to answer her. He was even 

more afraid of answering her when he remembered 

Xante’s warning—he 

was not to breathe a word of what happened between 

them to Corinne. 

“Oh, Lucas is telling me to do my homework! Talk to you 

later!” He ended the call swiftly. 

Corinne took a deep breath after hearing the dial tone. 

Having another problem on her hands was far from ideal. 

It was bad enough that Aaron got involved with Jeremy’s 

niece. Even 

Xante hooked up with one of the Riveras. 

‘It’s one thing after another…’ Corinne lamented. 



Early the next morning, Corinne brought Joey downstairs 

for breakfast as usual. Having taught the boy to eat with a 

spoon the 

day before, he had since picked up the necessary ability 

and did not even need to be fed at all. 

While Corinne was eating some oats, Greg—who never 

liked her very much and rarely showed any concern for 

her—said, “Don’t 

just eat oats. Have some eggs and sausages too. You need 

the protein!” 

Corinne pursed her lips, smiled, and responded curtly and 

politely. 

She was not touched by his words at all. On the contrary, 

she felt that every single show of concern from the 

Holdens was for the 

developing fetus in her stomach! 

After breakfast, Francine brought Joey to play while 

Corinne spoke with Pamela. 

Greg went to his study after breakfast, leaving only 

Pamela inside the room. 

Corinne knocked on the door and walked in only after 

getting Pamela’s permission. Pamela had her glasses on 

when Corinne 

came in, and she was busy knitting some baby clothes. 

When Corinne came in, Pamela smiled warmly, “Ah, you 

came at just the right time! What do you think of this little 

dress that I 

made? Isn’t it cute?” 



Corinne reciprocated with a smile as well. “It’s adorable! 

But, you don’t have to go to all that trouble. We can just 

buy them next 

time.” 

Pamela shook her head. “It’s no trouble at all! I’m happy 

just thinking about your baby wearing the clothes I made! 

Besides, the 

clothes I make myself are so much better than buying 

ready-made ones from the store!” 

Corinne smiled, but it was merely a polite smile. She did 

not feel anything in particular at all. 

“Is there something you need from me, Corinne?” Pamela 

asked, putting down the half-knitted baby clothes. 

Corinne nodded. “You said yesterday that you’ll bring me 

out to clear my mind. Does that offer still stand?” 

“It most certainly does!” Pamela said. “Is there any place 

in particular that you’d like to go to, Corinne?” 

Corinne sighed and said, “I’m bored at home, so I’d like 

to go out for a walk. How about we feed the pigeons at 

the public park? 

Will that be alright?” 

Pamela took Corinne’s hand and said, “Of course! You 

don’t have to ask me for permission. You just need to tell 

me where you 

want to go!” 

Corinne smiled wryly. “If that’s truly the case, there 

won’t be so many bodyguards guarding me at the door.” 

“Umm, well…” Pamela hesitated. 



Corinne finally said, “Well, it’s set then, Grandma. Let’s 

go for that walk tomorrow morning then. I just checked 

the weather 

forecast, and it’s the perfect weather for a walk 

tomorrow!” 
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