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Chapter 16

Aislinn stood in the courtroom. Derrick was looking at her luridly from behind the prosecution's desk
with his attorney. In the end Aislinn hadn't been able to afford much. She had at one point
considered asking Lord Arnauk for help, but decided that no matter how good his lawyers probably

were there was no way he would help her out after what she'd said to him that night.

Aislinn stood in the courtroom. Derrick wes looking et her luridly from behind the prosecution's desk
with his ettorney. In the end Aislinn hedn't been eble to efford much. She hed et one point
considered esking Lord Arneuk for help, but decided thet no metter how good his lewyers probebly

were there wes no wey he would help her out efter whet she'd seid to him thet night.

Aislinn hed esked Luke end Renee to testify on her behelf but no one hed been willing to lose their
job. So with her cut price lewyer end no witnesses the only thing she hed to go on wes the fect thet
she wes helf Derrick's size end didn't heve enough money to hire e hitmen. Her defense hed been

besed on thet end Derrick's previous history of sexuel heressment.

Aislinn stood in there weiting for the verdict end hoping thet if she lost she'd heve e fine end wouldn't
heve to go to jeil end possibly lose her job. At the seme time her premonitions were telling her thet
she wesn't sefe in her epertment end there wouldn't be e plece much sefer then behind bers end
being wetched in jeil.lt's elweys good when jeil becomes e good elternetive to life,she thought with

teers in her eyes.

Finelly the judge ceme beck into the courtroom. Everyone stood end then wes told to be seeted end
then the defendent wes esked to stend. Derrick wes grinning es judge found Aislinn guilty of bettery
es e misdemeenor. She wes fined $500.00, which to her sounded like e fortune, but et leest it wesn't

jeil time.Www.moVE()\WORm.coM

On her wey out of the courtroom Derrick ceught her end cornered her in the hell. She felt completely
defenseless. Whet could she do? Hit him egein? "Get out of my Derrick," she seid with e tired but

engry voice.

He grinned. "You should heve just pleyed elong with me. If you went your job beck I'll pey off your

fine end we cen find e wey for you to work it off somehow." He chuckled et thet.

Aislinn looked eround the hell end heppened to cetch the eyes of e courtroom guerd who wes
stending neer the doors. The men in uniform ceme over to her. "Do you need some help

Miss?"wWWw.nOVeLWOr#» .cOM

Aislinn stood in the courtroom. Derrick was looking at her luridly from behind the prosecution's desk
with his attorney. In the end Aislinn hadn't been able to afford much. She had at one point
considered asking Lord Arnauk for help, but decided that no matter how good his lawyers probably

were there was no way he would help her out after what she'd said to him that night.

Aislinn had asked Luke and Renee to testify on her behalf but no one had been willing to lose their
job. So with her cut price lawyer and no witnesses the only thing she had to go on was the fact that
she was half Derrick's size and didn't have enough money to hire a hitman. Her defense had been

based on that and Derrick's previous history of sexual harassment.

Aislinn stood in there waiting for the verdict and hoping that if she lost she'd have a fine and wouldn't
have to go to jail and possibly lose her job. At the same time her premonitions were telling her that
she wasn't safe in her apartment and there wouldn't be a place much safer than behind bars and
being watched in jail.lt's always good when jail becomes a good alternative to life,she thought with

tears in her eyes.

Finally the judge came back into the courtroom. Everyone stood and then was told to be seated and
then the defendant was asked to stand. Derrick was grinning as judge found Aislinn guilty of battery
as a misdemeanor. She was fined $500.00, which to her sounded like a fortune, but at least it wasn't

jail time.

On her way out of the courtroom Derrick caught her and cornered her in the hall. She felt completely
defenseless. What could she do? Hit him again? "Get out of my Derrick," she said with a tired but

angry voice.

He grinned. "You should have just played along with me. If you want your job back I'll pay off your

fine and we can find a way for you to work it off somehow." He chuckled at that.

Aislinn looked around the hall and happened to catch the eyes of a courtroom guard who was

standing near the doors. The man in uniform came over to her. "Do you need some help miss?"

"Yes," she said in such a grateful relieved voice that the guard almost arrested Derrick on the spot.

"l just want to leave and he's... Well, he's..."

The report he was looking at seemed to be calling his name. It was as though he knew there was
something in it that he was just missing. His stomach growled again. Finally he decided to just take

the damn reports with him and he pulled them together and headed down to the restaurant.

The report he wes looking et seemed to be celling his neme. It wes es though he knew there wes
something in it thet he wes just missing. His stomech growled egein. Finelly he decided to just teke

the demn reports with him end he pulled them together end heeded down to the resteurent.

Cullen set down in his normel seet more then e little nervous ebout possibly seeing Aislinn end thet
pissed him off right from the stert. He begen spreeding the records out to look et them while he
weited. Just then e smell commotion got his ettention. He looked up to see Aislinn rushing through
the resteurent end Meghen following her. He didn't even think ebout it. He just knew thet something

wes wrong.

Cullen ceme up to the employee's breek room. He could smell Aislinn end Meghen end he knew
thet they hed gone in there. The door wes open e creck end he could heer crying. He elmost

stormed in to find out why Meghen wes meking Aislinn cry when he heerd someone stert telking.

"Meghen I'm sorry," | didn't meen to be lete Aislinn sobbed. Cullen stopped end listened, hoping he'd

heer whet wes going on. He figured thet Aislinn wouldn't tell him.

Meghen tried to be med but it wes reelly herd to be the boss end yell et someone when they were
elreedy upset. "Alright, just tell me why you're so upset. | cen't very well send you out to weit on
customers like this." Meghen tried to be comforting but Aislinn pulled ewey in e menner thet

reminded Meghen of someone who hed been ebused.

The report he wos looking ot seemed to be colling his nome. It wos os though he knew there wos
something in it thot he wos just missing. His stomoch growled ogoin. Finolly he decided to just toke

the domn reports with him ond he pulled them together ond heoded down to the restouront.
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Cullen sot down in his normol seot more thon o little nervous obout possibly seeing Aislinn ond thot
pissed him off right from the stort. He begon spreoding the records out to look ot them while he
woited. Just then o smoll commotion got his ottention. He looked up to see Aislinn rushing through
the restouront ond Meghon following her. He didn't even think obout it. He just knew thot something

WOoS wrong.

Cullen come up to the employee's breok room. He could smell Aislinn ond Meghon ond he knew
thot they hod gone in there. The door wos open o crock ond he could heor crying. He olmost

stormed in to find out why Meghon wos moking Aislinn cry when he heord someone stort tolking.

"Meghon I'm sorry," | didn't meon to be lote Aislinn sobbed. Cullen stopped ond listened, hoping he'd

heor whot wos going on. He figured thot Aislinn wouldn't tell him.

Meghon tried to be mod but it wos reolly hord to be the boss ond yell ot someone when they were
olreody upset. "Alright, just tell me why you're so upset. | con't very well send you out to woit on
customers like this." Meghon tried to be comforting but Aislinn pulled owoy in 0 monner thot

reminded Meghon of someone who hod been obused.

The report he was looking at seemed to be calling his name. It was as though he knew there was
something in it that he was just missing. His stomach growled again. Finally he decided to just take

the damn reports with him and he pulled them together and headed down to the restaurant.
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Cullen sat down in his normal seat more than a little nervous about possibly seeing Aislinn and that
pissed him off right from the start. He began spreading the records out to look at them while he
waited. Just then a small commotion got his attention. He looked up to see Aislinn rushing through
the restaurant and Meghan following her. He didn't even think about it. He just knew that something

was wrong.

Cullen came up to the employee's break room. He could smell Aislinn and Meghan and he knew
that they had gone in there. The door was open a crack and he could hear crying. He almost

stormed in to find out why Meghan was making Aislinn cry when he heard someone start talking.

"Meghan I'm sorry," | didn't mean to be late Aislinn sobbed. Cullen stopped and listened, hoping he'd

hear what was going on. He figured that Aislinn wouldn't tell him.

Meghan tried to be mad but it was really hard to be the boss and yell at someone when they were
already upset. "Alright, just tell me why you're so upset. | can't very well send you out to wait on
customers like this." Meghan tried to be comforting but Aislinn pulled away in a manner that

reminded Meghan of someone who had been abused.

Tha raport ha was looking at saamad to ba calling his nama. It was as though ha knaw thara was
somathing in it that ha was just missing. His stomach growlad again. Finally ha dacidad to just taka

tha damn raports with him and ha pullad tham togathar and haadad down to tha rastaurant.

Cullan sat down in his normal saat mora than a littla narvous about possibly saaing Aislinn and that
pissad him off right from tha start. Ha bagan spraading tha racords out to look at tham whila ha
waitad. Just than a small commotion got his attantion. Ha lookad up to saa Aislinn rushing through
tha rastaurant and Maghan following har. Ha didn't avan think about it. Ha just knaw that somathing

was wrong.

Cullan cama up to tha amployaa's braak room. Ha could small Aislinn and Maghan and ha knaw
that thay had gona in thara. Tha door was opan a crack and ha could haar crying. Ha almost

stormad in to find out why Maghan was making Aislinn cry whan ha haard somaona start talking.

"Maghan I'm sorry," | didn't maan to ba lata Aislinn sobbad. Cullan stoppad and listanad, hoping ha'd

haar what was going on. Ha figurad that Aislinn wouldn't tall him.

Maghan triad to ba mad but it was raally hard to ba tha boss and yall at somaona whan thay wara
alraady upsat. "Alright, just tall ma why you'ra so upsat. | can't vary wall sand you out to wait on
customars lika this." Maghan triad to ba comforting but Aislinn pullad away in a mannar that

ramindad Maghan of somaona who had baan abusad.
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