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Rhianna rolled her eyes and laughed. "You'd better believe it. If | heard it once, | heard it a thousand
times. He was always pontificating about how he was 'The Guardian'. He took such pride in his
status that | started shortening it to Gard just to annoy him. Of course, when the Queen of Vampires
began addressing someone in a certain manner, her loyal subjects followed suit. The nickname

stuck and despite what he says, he preened every time he heard it."

Her brother shot her a glare but his lips where tugging in a smile softening his expression. "It was

my badge of honour," he conceded.
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Rayne was still shocked but she couldn't stop smiling too. "Kothari," she whispered her hand against
her stomach, her voice filled with awe. "The perfect name." Her eyes met Gard's as she sought his

approval.

His love for her shone so brightly, his hand moving to rest against hers as he leaned down to kiss
her gently. "The perfect name," he agreed. And it was. He was looking forward to his son carrying

his name, to this new life with his feisty little wildcat.

"l wonder what Dayton and Freya will call their children," Rhianna sighed with a little smirk on her

face as she looked at Rafe. "l have a feeling their children will fall on the feminine side."

Her brother grabbed a nearby cushion and threw it at her. "That's it! Out now!" he bellowed his face
going red. "Take your stupid oracle ways out of my house. Cursing me with miniature versions of
that vampire is the meanest thing you've ever done, Rhianna Armand!" Just the thought of more
Freyas was enough to turn his hair silver, hell the little demons would probably come out with silver

streaks to match their father.

The group collapsed into laughter, even the babies gurgling happily at the peeling sounds

surrounding them and the indisputable warmth and love that radiated in the room.

Caleb tossed the offending cushion back, catching Rafe square in the face with just a little too much
force to be completely playful but not enough to be hurtful. He'd caught it before it had hit his mate
and though he knew there was no malice in it throwing anything at his woman was just

unacceptable.

Rafe grunted and shot him a very rude gesture with his middle finger even though he was chuckling

loudly and Lacey slapped his arm in reproof.
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"The boys are present!" she huffed trying not to descend into a fit of giggles as the Alpha of the

Armand-Hanlon pack started getting abused from all angles, his mate included.

"You're supposed to be on my side," he said slightly peevishly even as he pulled her forward for a

long Kiss.

"l quite like the idea of lots of little Freyas running about," she shot back, dissolving into laughter
when his expression told her in no uncertain terms that she was going to pay for her lack of loyalty

later.

Smiling, Caleb rose and set Rhianna gently to the floor keeping her firmly ensconced on his left side
so his body blocked her from any further flying cushions. "That would be a suitable punishment for
abusing my mate," he said smugly, his smile broadening when said mate slapped him lightly on the

chest.

"ldiot," Rhianna laughed under her breath, squirming from his arms so she could hug Rafe and

Lacey tightly, whispering her apology into her brother's ear.

He cradled her carefully against him, his hands gentle on her as they usually were. "I'll forgive you
that bombshell because you're just too damned hard to resist. And because your vampire has no

concept of how to have a proper pillow fight," he laughed rubbing his cheek.

"Caleb!" Rhianna groaned shooting him an exasperated look before rolling her eyes and sinking

down beside the babies to give them hugs and kisses.
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Her vampire gave Rafe a sheepish smile before his gaze turned back to Rhianna, watching her with
the little ones, fascinated by the sheer love that seemed to ooze from her every pore. He felt a

stirring in the air, a crackle of energy which would be unnoticed by the Weres.

He felt Gard's eyes on him and turned briefly to look at his brother-in-law. "She has bonded such
with all the children," he told him privately. "We both have. Just lightly enough that we will always be

able to find them no matter where they are."

The sensation of magic slowly eased as the petite redhead kissed both boys on the forehead and

returned back to her mate's side.

"l will do so too," Gard told them both on the communal path they could use to speak to each other.
"They are my pack now, mine to protect." His gaze focused on Rhianna turning his thoughts private

for her alone.

"You said my time as The Guardian had ended, sister mine. It has only evolved into something

different. | will keep our family safe."WWw.noV®Iworm.com

"l know, my brother. You have always guarded my heart just as you said | have guarded yours. |
can't tell you how happy | am that you have now found your own joy in the world, that you will now

know a love so true that nothing can ever come between you."

Rhianna moved to hug first Gard and then Rayne, shooting a quick stab of magic to the life growing
inside her sister-in-law to make her bond with her nephew even before he was born into the world.
She saw Rayne's eyes widen and sensed Gard's slow smile as he realised what she'd just done and

also sensed Rayne's reaction to the energy used.

"Interesting," she mused to her brother. "You should investigate that, Gard. Your mate can feel even
the subtlest of magics being used. | shudder to think what else our beautiful little hybrids will

surprise us with as they grow."
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