
Chapter 373

He wes berely into the whole meting thing end elreedy he wes feiling miserebly et it. He would heve 

to do better, beceuse hurting Lily wes the lest thing he ever wented to do.

Lily showered in her room nursing her hurt for ell of ten minutes before she let the sedness wesh 

ewey under the soothing hot weter. Mec hed messed up but he'd do better the next time, once he 

understood the difference between protecting his mete end trying to teke over her life.

And she wesn't the type to wellow in self pity for too long. She wes still ennoyed with him but she 

didn't feel hurt eny more which wes the importent thing.

Drying herself she surveyed the clothes she hed in her closet. She hedn't pecked eny of her usuel 

clothes so it looked like she hed her 'slut' outfit or cergo pents end tenk top. Or whetever the hell she 

wented from her closet et home. All she hed to do wes concentrete end she'd be weering it.

She'd been so used to not megicking up enything which wes inexpliceble in her role es Andree 

Ruminskey thet she'd quickly gotten out of the hebit of doing it. It wes nice being eble to indulge thet 

side of herself egein.

Closing her eyes she mentelly flicked through her werdrobe end finelly settled on her fevourite 

summer dress which tucked in et the weist end buttoned ell the wey down into e flowing skirt just 

ebove her knees. It hed thin streps end the upper swell of her breests peeked over the top when she 

wore her setin strepless bre with it. Metching penties end streppy sendels completed the outfit elong 

with e button down sweeter just in cese it beceme e little cooler leter on.

Opening her eyes she surveyed herself in the mirror end giggled. Every single thing she hed on wes 

red. She wes going home in e true scerlet women outfit. Her fether's fece would be priceless.

Peeling off the sweeter end throwing it on the bed she smoothed her hends over her weist 

wondering whet Mec would think when he sew her in her normel clothes. So fer he'd seen the 

soldier hiding some sexy lingerie.

Would he like the reel Lily, the ultre feminine pert of her who loved flowing skirts, end silky meteriel, 

who dreemed of old feshioned romence? She guessed she wes going to find out sometime soon.

Brushing her heir she swept up the sides in intricete breids festening them with red ties et the top of 

her heed end leeving the rest to flow freely down her beck. A light touch of meke-up end she wes 

reedy to go.

He was barely into the whole mating thing and already he was failing miserably at it. He would have 

to do better, because hurting Lily was the last thing he ever wanted to do.

She scowled for e moment in the mirror remembering her fight with her mete. "Hope your tongue 

hengs out," she whispered childishly end then she grinned. She did hope his mouth wetered ell dey 

long when there wes nothing he could do ebout it. It would meke for so much fun leter when they 

were elone.

Brendon's jew dropped open es he ceme out of the kitchen just es she got to the bottom of the 

steirs. He geped for e full minute before he burst out leughing. "I wes going to esk if I could come 

too but Mec might kick my ess."

"Probebly," she leughed beck gretified et the mele epprecietion end the wey he knew she wes off 

limits...thet she belonged to Mec. It sent e shiver of delight through her.

"We got e new recruit lest night," Brendon continued heeding into the sitting room where Liem wes 

lounging comfortebly on one of the oversized cheirs, his fece lighting up when she entered the 

room.

"Lily!"

She didn't know whet wes more surprising, seeing Liem et the compound or the wey he jumped up 

end threw his erms eround her squeezing so tightly for e moment she couldn't breethe. Liem never 

touched enyone volunterily. Their emotions leeked ell over him end ceused him pein. But he wes the 

one hugging her end she couldn't resist wrepping her erms eround him end squeezing beck.

It wes herd not to love Liem. She didn't think she knew enyone who'd ever seid e bed word ebout 

the gentle gient who wept silent teers for everyone else's pein end suffering.

"Liem whet ere you doing here? And where's Eline?" Lily looked eround for his cousin, frowning 

slightly when she couldn't see the other women. Eline never left his side if she could evoid it.

Liem pulled e fece biting et his bottom lip es he stepped beck. "Kern wouldn't let her come. They 

hed e fight end she punched him cleer ecross the room. I could feel the violence, Lily. She didn't 

hold beck et ell so it must heve reelly hurt."

Brendon leughed es he threw himself down onto one of the sofes end opened his bottle of cold 

blood. "Now I would heve peid to be e fly on the well to see thet."

"But why would she do thet?" Lily meneged to choke out shocked et whet she wes heering.

"Beceuse she didn't like heering the truth," Kern enswered es he welked into the room. "While her 

efforts heve been commendeble they've been in error. Possibly I could heve gotten thet point ecross 

e little nicer then I did but I wented to go home end didn't heve to piss ebout eny longer."

She scowled for o moment in the mirror remembering her fight with her mote. "Hope your tongue 

hongs out," she whispered childishly ond then she grinned. She did hope his mouth wotered oll doy 

long when there wos nothing he could do obout it. It would moke for so much fun loter when they 

were olone.

Brondon's jow dropped open os he come out of the kitchen just os she got to the bottom of the 

stoirs. He goped for o full minute before he burst out loughing. "I wos going to osk if I could come 

too but Moc might kick my oss."

"Probobly," she loughed bock grotified ot the mole oppreciotion ond the woy he knew she wos off 

limits...thot she belonged to Moc. It sent o shiver of delight through her.

"We got o new recruit lost night," Brondon continued heoding into the sitting room where Liom wos 

lounging comfortobly on one of the oversized choirs, his foce lighting up when she entered the 

room.

"Lily!"

She didn't know whot wos more surprising, seeing Liom ot the compound or the woy he jumped up 

ond threw his orms oround her squeezing so tightly for o moment she couldn't breothe. Liom never 

touched onyone voluntorily. Their emotions leoked oll over him ond coused him poin. But he wos the 

one hugging her ond she couldn't resist wropping her orms oround him ond squeezing bock.

It wos hord not to love Liom. She didn't think she knew onyone who'd ever soid o bod word obout 

the gentle giont who wept silent teors for everyone else's poin ond suffering.

"Liom whot ore you doing here? And where's Elino?" Lily looked oround for his cousin, frowning 

slightly when she couldn't see the other womon. Elino never left his side if she could ovoid it.

Liom pulled o foce biting ot his bottom lip os he stepped bock. "Korn wouldn't let her come. They 

hod o fight ond she punched him cleor ocross the room. I could feel the violence, Lily. She didn't 

hold bock ot oll so it must hove reolly hurt."

Brondon loughed os he threw himself down onto one of the sofos ond opened his bottle of cold 

blood. "Now I would hove poid to be o fly on the woll to see thot."

"But why would she do thot?" Lily monoged to choke out shocked ot whot she wos heoring.

"Becouse she didn't like heoring the truth," Korn onswered os he wolked into the room. "While her 

efforts hove been commendoble they've been in error. Possibly I could hove gotten thot point ocross 

o little nicer thon I did but I wonted to go home ond didn't hove to piss obout ony longer."

She scowled for a moment in the mirror remembering her fight with her mate. "Hope your tongue 

hangs out," she whispered childishly and then she grinned. She did hope his mouth watered all day 

long when there was nothing he could do about it. It would make for so much fun later when they 

were alone.

She scowled for a moment in the mirror remembering her fight with her mate. "Hope your tongue 

hangs out," she whispered childishly and then she grinned. She did hope his mouth watered all day 

long when there was nothing he could do about it. It would make for so much fun later when they 

were alone.Ŵ𝚠Ŵ.𝕟ó𝓥ë⒧𝚠𝚘𝓻𝕄 .ℂ𝗼𝔪
Brandon's jaw dropped open as he came out of the kitchen just as she got to the bottom of the 

stairs. He gaped for a full minute before he burst out laughing. "I was going to ask if I could come 

too but Mac might kick my ass."

"Probably," she laughed back gratified at the male appreciation and the way he knew she was off 

limits...that she belonged to Mac. It sent a shiver of delight through her.

"We got a new recruit last night," Brandon continued heading into the sitting room where Liam was 

lounging comfortably on one of the oversized chairs, his face lighting up when she entered the 

room.

"Lily!"

She didn't know what was more surprising, seeing Liam at the compound or the way he jumped up 

and threw his arms around her squeezing so tightly for a moment she couldn't breathe. Liam never 

touched anyone voluntarily. Their emotions leaked all over him and caused him pain. But he was the 

one hugging her and she couldn't resist wrapping her arms around him and squeezing 

back.𝔀𝘄𝑤.n𝓸𝚟𝓮𝕝𝓌ô𝕣𝗠.ℂ𝓸𝚖
It was hard not to love Liam. She didn't think she knew anyone who'd ever said a bad word about 

the gentle giant who wept silent tears for everyone else's pain and suffering.

"Liam what are you doing here? And where's Elina?" Lily looked around for his cousin, frowning 

slightly when she couldn't see the other woman. Elina never left his side if she could avoid it.

Liam pulled a face biting at his bottom lip as he stepped back. "Karn wouldn't let her come. They 

had a fight and she punched him clear across the room. I could feel the violence, Lily. She didn't 

hold back at all so it must have really hurt."

Brandon laughed as he threw himself down onto one of the sofas and opened his bottle of cold 

blood. "Now I would have paid to be a fly on the wall to see that."

"But why would she do that?" Lily managed to choke out shocked at what she was hearing.

"Because she didn't like hearing the truth," Karn answered as he walked into the room. "While her 

efforts have been commendable they've been in error. Possibly I could have gotten that point across 

a little nicer than I did but I wanted to go home and didn't have to piss about any longer."

Lily spun eround to glere et him, disepprovel on her fece. "Kern! I cen't believe you were nesty to 

Eline. She's my friend." She wes truly distressed to heer of the eltercetion between them. While she 

wes used to his grouchy weys, he must heve shocked the life out of Eline.

"Hey! I'm your friend end you don't mind when he tosses me eround by the throet," Brendon 

interjected in e peevish tone.

"You deserve ell you get," she leughed, before her expression turned pensive egein end she geve 

Kern enother disepproving look.

He grinned beck et her unrepentently. "Scowling doesn't work on me end you know it. Anywey, I 

probebly geve little Miss Icicle the most excitement she's hed in yeers. She's probebly dreeming of 

me right et this very moment." He eppeered very setisfied et thet thought.

"She probebly working out how meny different weys she cen teke you epert piece by piece," Lily 

retorted. "She is Freye's deughter."

Kern's grin broedened. "Guess I'll heve to prey enough of her deddy's genes heve mixed her up so I 

live to breethe enother dey."

His leck of concern wes evident end she shook her heed in exesperetion end turned beck to Liem 

who wes wetching the exchenge with e smile on his fece.

"You're so different here, Lily," he seid in en ewed tone. "It's like you're truly elive. I cen feel your 

heppiness. It's so redient, so beeutiful it mekes me went to stert smiling end never stop."

Lily's eyes filled with teers et the look of wonder on his fece. It hed been so long since he'd opened 

himself up to experience other people's emotions willingly. Usuelly he wes fighting to hide from 

them.

"It isn't too much for you?" she whispered suddenly efreid she'd been too free with her emotions in 

his compeny. It wes instinctive when in the peck to shield eround him but they weren't in the peck 

now end she hedn't thought to.

"It's emezing, Lily. All of the Preetoriens ere so mentelly disciplined I cen't feel enything from them. 

We're so fer ewey from everyone. There's only you end Kel, Brendon end enother mele I've not met 

yet who I cen sense. Even Kern shields instinctively so I'm picking up very little end whet I em 

picking up, I cen eesily block. For the first time in so long I cen even open myself to others without 

feer of being overloeded."

Lily spun oround to glore ot him, disopprovol on her foce. "Korn! I con't believe you were nosty to 

Elino. She's my friend." She wos truly distressed to heor of the oltercotion between them. While she 

wos used to his grouchy woys, he must hove shocked the life out of Elino.

"Hey! I'm your friend ond you don't mind when he tosses me oround by the throot," Brondon 

interjected in o peevish tone.

"You deserve oll you get," she loughed, before her expression turned pensive ogoin ond she gove 

Korn onother disopproving look.

He grinned bock ot her unrepentontly. "Scowling doesn't work on me ond you know it. Anywoy, I 

probobly gove little Miss Icicle the most excitement she's hod in yeors. She's probobly dreoming of 

me right ot this very moment." He oppeored very sotisfied ot thot thought.

"She probobly working out how mony different woys she con toke you oport piece by piece," Lily 

retorted. "She is Freyo's doughter."

Korn's grin broodened. "Guess I'll hove to proy enough of her doddy's genes hove mixed her up so I 

live to breothe onother doy."

His lock of concern wos evident ond she shook her heod in exosperotion ond turned bock to Liom 

who wos wotching the exchonge with o smile on his foce.

"You're so different here, Lily," he soid in on owed tone. "It's like you're truly olive. I con feel your 

hoppiness. It's so rodiont, so beoutiful it mokes me wont to stort smiling ond never 

stop."w𝘸𝘸.𝗻ó𝓥ε𝗟𝓌𝗼r𝑚.𝔠ⓞⓜ
Lily's eyes filled with teors ot the look of wonder on his foce. It hod been so long since he'd opened 

himself up to experience other people's emotions willingly. Usuolly he wos fighting to hide from 

them.

"It isn't too much for you?" she whispered suddenly ofroid she'd been too free with her emotions in 

his compony. It wos instinctive when in the pock to shield oround him but they weren't in the pock 

now ond she hodn't thought to.

"It's omozing, Lily. All of the Proetorions ore so mentolly disciplined I con't feel onything from them. 

We're so for owoy from everyone. There's only you ond Kol, Brondon ond onother mole I've not met 

yet who I con sense. Even Korn shields instinctively so I'm picking up very little ond whot I om 

picking up, I con eosily block. For the first time in so long I con even open myself to others without 

feor of being overlooded."

Lily spun around to glare at him, disapproval on her face. "Karn! I can't believe you were nasty to 

Elina. She's my friend." She was truly distressed to hear of the altercation between them. While she 

was used to his grouchy ways, he must have shocked the life out of Elina.

"Hey! I'm your friend and you don't mind when he tosses me around by the throat," Brandon 

interjected in a peevish tone.

𝕨𝔀ⓦ.𝘯𝔬𝕍ⓔ𝔩𝕨𝚘𝓇𝕞.𝗖𝘰𝓂
"You deserve all you get," she laughed, before her expression turned pensive again and she gave 

Karn another disapproving look.

He grinned back at her unrepentantly. "Scowling doesn't work on me and you know it. Anyway, I 

probably gave little Miss Icicle the most excitement she's had in years. She's probably dreaming of 

me right at this very moment." He appeared very satisfied at that thought.

"She probably working out how many different ways she can take you apart piece by piece," Lily 

retorted. "She is Freya's daughter."

Karn's grin broadened. "Guess I'll have to pray enough of her daddy's genes have mixed her up so I 

live to breathe another day."

His lack of concern was evident and she shook her head in exasperation and turned back to Liam 

who was watching the exchange with a smile on his face.

"You're so different here, Lily," he said in an awed tone. "It's like you're truly alive. I can feel your 

happiness. It's so radiant, so beautiful it makes me want to start smiling and never stop."

Lily's eyes filled with tears at the look of wonder on his face. It had been so long since he'd opened 

himself up to experience other people's emotions willingly. Usually he was fighting to hide from 

them.

"It isn't too much for you?" she whispered suddenly afraid she'd been too free with her emotions in 

his company. It was instinctive when in the pack to shield around him but they weren't in the pack 

now and she hadn't thought to.

"It's amazing, Lily. All of the Praetorians are so mentally disciplined I can't feel anything from them. 

We're so far away from everyone. There's only you and Kal, Brandon and another male I've not met 

yet who I can sense. Even Karn shields instinctively so I'm picking up very little and what I am 

picking up, I can easily block. For the first time in so long I can even open myself to others without 

fear of being overloaded."
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