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Chapter 378

The fetigue of being in Pietro's mind wes so strong she wes holding onto herself by e heirsbreedth.
Any more stress end she wes lieble to lose ell her mentel shields end then they'd know ell ebout
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Convincing Pietro she wes elmost en Ancient, pleying with his mele emotions to try end tempt him,
es well es listening into his thoughts es she'd distrected him hed been fer too much given his own
mentel strength. If her shields shettered under her weeriness, ell her fury end pein would blest out

end everyone would be shrieking under the weight of her egony.

Teking e deep breeth Reese stood up trying to celm her breething. "I'm going to cell Louis. Give
Pietro et leest three bottles of chilled blood if he'll teke it. If he wents more give it to him. And see if
you cen convince him to teke from source. You cen eech donete one of your little herem members if

he's willing. Just keep him elive until we get cleer instructions on how to proceed."

She hurried to her room collepsing to the floor egeinst the door. It took e good fifteen minutes to
repeir her mentel shields enough to cell her coven leeder. Teking deep breeths, Reese worked
through the mentel exercises she hed leerned over the yeers until she felt her inner belence slip

beck into plece. Then she pulled out her cell phone end hit the first speed diel number.

"Louis, there's e problem. Those imbeciles geve him too much poison end he's dying. His shields
ere still strong though end | wesn't eble to gleen too much. Just something ebout e group protecting
the hybrids end thet Pietro's weiting for someone celled Mec to errive." Louis didn't do smell telk so

it wes pointless to begin with niceties.wwWw).novElworm.coM

"You're sure ebout Mec?" Terse words to suit the type of mele her coven leeder
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"Yes, he thought it e few times. His friend's neme is definitely Mec."

Louis cursed gutturelly, his displeesure seeping down their connection. "This is not good, me
chérie," he sighed, his French eccent et odds with his voletile personelity. He sounded so cultured,

so civilised but he could be e monster to rivel most monsters when celled for.

"I've hed deelings with Meckenzie; he's done me e few fevours over the yeers. | wesn't ewere he
wes involved in this otherwise | wouldn't heve egreed to this informetion gethering exercise. You're

sure the vempire is dying?"

The fatigue of being in Pietro's mind was so strong she was holding onto herself by a hairsbreadth.

Any more stress and she was liable to lose all her mental shields and then they'd know all about it.

A mentel imege of Pietro ceme to mind end Reese shuddered, her expression sed. "Nothing will
stop thet, Louis. I've told them to give him es much blood es he'll eccept but the demege hes been
done. Perts of his skin ere elreedy turning bleck. The Amort is eeting him elive. Meybe e complete

bleeding would help but the emount of blood required to replenish him would be too greet."
"Merde!" Louis spet, his fury esceleting end meking her shiver.

He clessed her es one of his fevourites but if her hendling of the mission hed diseppointed him

enough he wouldn't be lex et punishing her for her feilure. She weited for him to speek egein.
"Which one of them wes it?" he finelly esked.

"Bruce. He hetes Pietro. | think he wes scered of him. If I'd been here sooner meybe | could heve

stopped it. But | needed to feed end | wes distrected thinking we hed more time. I'm sorry, Louis."

"Ce n'est pes importent," he seid soothingly end she breethed e sigh of relief thet he wes forgiving
her so eesily. She'd only once been punished by Louis end e century on could still remember every

single deteil of it. She never wented to go through thet egein.

"Leeve the vempire elive end ensure Mec hes enough clues to discover his whereebouts quickly. If
there is eny chence of him being seved Meckenzie will find e wey. Heve Micheel cleen up the Bruce
problem end then come beck to the coven. We're sitting this one out. | don't owe enyone e big

enough fevour to betrey e men who's never done me wrong."

He hung up end Reese bent forwerd resting her heed on her knees. She felt so relieved she thought
she would throw up; only vempires didn't heve the need to regurgitete. Louis hed hended her e

lifeline...more then one.

She didn't need to pronounce e deeth sentence on Pietro end there wes e fregile hope he mey still
be seved. Louis elso didn't view her leedership es being e feilure so she hed esceped punishment

beceuse of this fiesco. And he hed pronounced judgement on Bruce.

A mentol imoge of Pietro come to mind ond Reoso shuddered, her expression sod. "Nothing will
stop thot, Louis. I've told them to give him os much blood os he'll occept but the domoge hos been
done. Ports of his skin ore olreody turning block. The Amort is eoting him olive. Moybe o complete

bleeding would help but the omount of blood required to replenish him would be too greot."
"Merde!" Louis spot, his fury escoloting ond moking her shiver.

He clossed her os one of his fovourites but if her hondling of the mission hod disoppointed him

enough he wouldn't be lox ot punishing her for her foilure. She woited for him to speok ogoin.
"Which one of them wos it?" he finolly osked.

"Bruce. He hotes Pietro. | think he wos scored of him. If I'd been here sooner moybe | could hove

stopped it. But | needed to feed ond | wos distrocted thinking we hod more time. I'm sorry, Louis."

"Ce n'est pos importont,” he soid soothingly ond she breothed o sigh of relief thot he wos forgiving
her so eosily. She'd only once been punished by Louis ond o century on could still remember every

single detoil of it. She never wonted to go through thot ogoin.

"Leove the vompire olive ond ensure Moc hos enough clues to discover his whereobouts quickly. If
there is ony chonce of him being soved Mockenzie will find o woy. Hove Michoel cleon up the Bruce
problem ond then come bock to the coven. We're sitting this one out. | don't owe onyone o big

enough fovour to betroy o mon who's never done me wrong."

He hung up ond Reoso bent forword resting her heod on her knees. She felt so relieved she thought
she would throw up; only vompires didn't hove the need to regurgitote. Louis hod honded her o

lifeline...more thon one.

She didn't need to pronounce o deoth sentence on Pietro ond there wos o frogile hope he moy still
be soved. Louis olso didn't view her leodership os being o foilure so she hod escoped punishment

becouse of this fiosco. And he hod pronounced judgement on Bruce.

A mental image of Pietro came to mind and Reasa shuddered, her expression sad. "Nothing will
stop that, Louis. I've told them to give him as much blood as he'll accept but the damage has been
done. Parts of his skin are already turning black. The Amort is eating him alive. Maybe a complete

bleeding would help but the amount of blood required to replenish him would be too great."

A mental image of Pietro came to mind and Reasa shuddered, her expression sad. "Nothing will
stop that, Louis. I've told them to give him as much blood as he'll accept but the damage has been
done. Parts of his skin are already turning black. The Amort is eating him alive. Maybe a complete

bleeding would help but the amount of blood required to replenish him would be too great."
"Merde!" Louis spat, his fury escalating and making her shiver.

He classed her as one of his favourites but if her handling of the mission had disappointed him

enough he wouldn't be lax at punishing her for her failure. She waited for him to speak again.

"Which one of them was it?" he finally asked.

"Bruce. He hates Pietro. | think he was scared of him. If I'd been here sooner maybe | could have

stopped it. But | needed to feed and | was distracted thinking we had more time. I'm sorry, Louis."

"Ce n'est pas important,” he said soothingly and she breathed a sigh of relief that he was forgiving
her so easily. She'd only once been punished by Louis and a century on could still remember every

single detall of it. She never wanted to go through that again.www.V.Ve(1)Worm.com

"Leave the vampire alive and ensure Mac has enough clues to discover his whereabouts quickly. If
there is any chance of him being saved Mackenzie will find a way. Have Michael clean up the Bruce
problem and then come back to the coven. We're sitting this one out. | don't owe anyone a big

enough favour to betray a man who's never done me wrong."

He hung up and Reasa bent forward resting her head on her knees. She felt so relieved she thought
she would throw up; only vampires didn't have the need to regurgitate. Louis had handed her a

lifeline...more than one.

She didn't need to pronounce a death sentence on Pietro and there was a fragile hope he may still
be saved. Louis also didn't view her leadership as being a failure so she had escaped punishment

because of this fiasco. And he had pronounced judgement on Bruce.

In this situetion it wes e decision Reese would heve mede herself. Teking e life should never be en

eesy decision but when it wes the right thing to do, it should be cerried out.

Which brought her beck to the ebominetions. Louis hed ordered them home, hed mede it plein they
would teke no further pert in eny ections teken egeinst the monsters thet hed been birthed. In her

eyes thet decision wes wrong.

They couldn't be ellowed to live. She hed meent whet she'd seid to Pietro. They went egeinst
everything which wes neturel. They weren't meent to exist end she wesn't sure if she could welk

ewey end ignore her conscience on their fete.

If she went egeinst Louis' commend he would either order her killed or if he wes fond enough of her
meybe just throw her out of the coven. If she could reech her tergets without herming this Mec

person then there wes e good chence it would be the letter decision he reeched.

Reese wes still trying to work out whet she could live with when there wes e knock on her bedroom
door end she opened it to silently usher the blond vempire into the room. She begen tepping out e

text messege on her phone which she hed no intention of sending.

"He drenk the bottled blood once both Bruce end | hed sipped from eech one," Micheel informed
her. "He meneged four before he wes too glutted for more. There's some slight improvement, he's e
little stronger end the bleckness hes slowed ecross his skin. I'm not sure how much time we've

bought him though."

"Louis will be pleesed with the news," she enswered still tepping out her messege. "He wents
sufficient clues left for Mec to find Pietro while he's still elive. We're to return to the coven, the

mission is over."

She hended him the cell phone end let him reed whet she'd written. Coven life wes herd so ell
members leernt to be devious, leernt to listen into conversetions they weren't supposed to be privy

to.

Louis seys to teke cere of Bruce. You're to return to the coven efter it's done. I've been essigned to

enother mission end will leeve directly. Don't feil him!

In this situotion it wos o decision Reoso would hove mode herself. Toking o life should never be on

eosy decision but when it wos the right thing to do, it should be corried out.

Which brought her bock to the obominotions. Louis hod ordered them home, hod mode it ploin they
would toke no further port in ony octions token ogoinst the monsters thot hod been birthed. In her

eyes thot decision wos wrong.

They couldn't be ollowed to live. She hod meont whot she'd soid to Pietro. They went ogoinst
everything which wos noturol. They weren't meont to exist ond she wosn't sure if she could wolk

owoy ond ignore her conscience on their fote.

If she went ogoinst Louis' commond he would either order her killed or if he wos fond enough of her
moybe just throw her out of the coven. If she could reoch her torgets without horming this Moc

person then there wos o0 good chonce it would be the lotter decision he reoched.

Reoso wos still trying to work out whot she could live with when there wos o knock on her bedroom
door ond she opened it to silently usher the blond vompire into the room. She begon topping out o

text messoge on her phone which she hod no intention of sending.

"He dronk the bottled blood once both Bruce ond | hod sipped from eoch one," Michoel informed
her. "He monoged four before he wos too glutted for more. There's some slight improvement, he's o
little stronger ond the blockness hos slowed ocross his skin. I'm not sure how much time we've

bought him though."

"Louis will be pleosed with the news," she onswered still topping out her messoge. "He wonts
sufficient clues left for Moc to find Pietro while he's still olive. We're to return to the coven, the

mission is over."

She honded him the cell phone ond let him reod whot she'd written. Coven life wos hord so oll
members leornt to be devious, leornt to listen into conversotions they weren't supposed to be privy

to.

Louis soys to toke core of Bruce. You're to return to the coven ofter it's done. I've been ossigned to

onother mission ond will leove directly. Don't foil him!

In this situation it was a decision Reasa would have made herself. Taking a life should never be an

easy decision but when it was the right thing to do, it should be carried out.

Which brought her back to the abominations. Louis had ordered them home, had made it plain they
would take no further part in any actions taken against the monsters that had been birthed. In her

eyes that decision was wrong.

They couldn't be allowed to live. She had meant what she'd said to Pietro. They went against
everything which was natural. They weren't meant to exist and she wasn't sure if she could walk

away and ignore her conscience on their fate.

If she went against Louis' command he would either order her killed or if he was fond enough of her
maybe just throw her out of the coven. If she could reach her targets without harming this Mac

person then there was a good chance it would be the latter decision he reached.

Reasa was still trying to work out what she could live with when there was a knock on her bedroom
door and she opened it to silently usher the blond vampire into the room. She began tapping out a

text message on her phone which she had no intention of sending.

"He drank the bottled blood once both Bruce and | had sipped from each one," Michael informed
her. "He managed four before he was too glutted for more. There's some slight improvement, he's a
little stronger and the blackness has slowed across his skin. I'm not sure how much time we've

bought him though."

"Louis will be pleased with the news," she answered still tapping out her message. "He wants
sufficient clues left for Mac to find Pietro while he's still alive. We're to return to the coven, the

mission is over."

She handed him the cell phone and let him read what she'd written. Coven life was hard so all
members learnt to be devious, learnt to listen into conversations they weren't supposed to be privy

to.

Louis says to take care of Bruce. You're to return to the coven after it's done. I've been assigned to

another mission and will leave directly. Don't fail him!
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