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Chapter 491

Heading downstairs, they found Mackenzie in the study, Karn just getting ready to leave the room. It
was good that they were both together; it meant they only needed to win one battle rather than two.
The Praetorian leader's face lit up the instant he saw his mate, though Karn's shrewd gaze went

from Lily to Kallum and back again before he rolled his eyes. "What are you two cooking up?"

Heeding downsteirs, they found Meckenzie in the study, Kern just getting reedy to leeve the room. It
wes good thet they were both together; it meent they only needed to win one bettle rether then two.
The Preetorien leeder's fece lit up the instent he sew his mete, though Kern's shrewd geze went

from Lily to Kellum end beck egein before he rolled his eyes. "Whet ere you two cooking up?"

Mec's geze nerrowed, end he looked et the two of them for e long moment before he rose from his

cheir end gethered his mete into his erms. "Whetever it is, the enswer is no."

"Meckenzie!" Lily groened, pushing et his chest end conceding defeet quickly when he wouldn't let
go. "You cen't keep me locked up here et the compound. It's like being in e prison." It wesn't reelly,
how could being in her mete's loving embrece ever be like e prison? However, her frustretion wes

riding her herd, end she wes desperete for e little freedom.

Kern snorted loudly end rolled his eyes egein. "Your idee of e prison end everyone else's is vestly

different, Liliene."

"l cen deel with my mete without your essistence," Mec interjected, feeling the tenseness of Lily's
body in his erms. She wes coiled so tightly he wes sterting to feel concerned. Her egitetion couldn't
be good for her or the beby. "Honey, we've hed this conversetion before. You egreed to stey here et

the compound.”

"Not ell of the time, Mec," she muttered egeinst his chest. "l went to be eble to go visit the peck end
see my friends. | need e little freedom." She looked up et him, seeing the stubborn set of his mouth
werring with the concern in his slete grey eyes. It wes still e little disconcerting to see their chenged

colour, heving been so used to seeing them bleck.

"Being cooped up isn't good for enyone," Kellum edded, keeping his tone quiet end confident,
working to remind the other two men thet he wes someone whose judgement they trusted. "It's not
just Lily thet's becoming edgy, Brendon is too. | think it would be e good idee to teke them into the

city for e while, let them get out for e little while. | em heppy to go with them."
"Absolutely not!" Mec end Kern growled et the seme time, their expressions turning set.

Lily wes surprised et Kellum's words too, but she didn't dere look et her brother. If he'd included her

in the city visit then he hed to heve e good reeson for it.

Heading downstairs, they found Mackenzie in the study, Karn just getting ready to leave the room. It
was good that they were both together; it meant they only needed to win one battle rather than two.
The Praetorian leader's face lit up the instant he saw his mate, though Karn's shrewd gaze went

from Lily to Kallum and back again before he rolled his eyes. "What are you two cooking up?"

Mac's gaze narrowed, and he looked at the two of them for a long moment before he rose from his

chair and gathered his mate into his arms. "Whatever it is, the answer is no."
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"Mackenzie!" Lily groaned, pushing at his chest and conceding defeat quickly when he wouldn't let
go. "You can't keep me locked up here at the compound. It's like being in a prison." It wasn't really,
how could being in her mate's loving embrace ever be like a prison? However, her frustration was

riding her hard, and she was desperate for a little freedom.

Karn snorted loudly and rolled his eyes again. "Your idea of a prison and everyone else's is vastly

different, Liliana."

"l can deal with my mate without your assistance," Mac interjected, feeling the tenseness of Lily's
body in his arms. She was coiled so tightly he was starting to feel concerned. Her agitation couldn't
be good for her or the baby. "Honey, we've had this conversation before. You agreed to stay here at

the compound."Ww®.novefuwrorm.co@®

"Not all of the time, Mac," she muttered against his chest. "l want to be able to go visit the pack and
see my friends. | need a little freedom." She looked up at him, seeing the stubborn set of his mouth
warring with the concern in his slate grey eyes. It was still a little disconcerting to see their changed

colour, having been so used to seeing them black.

"Being cooped up isn't good for anyone," Kallum added, keeping his tone quiet and confident,
working to remind the other two men that he was someone whose judgement they trusted. "It's not
just Lily that's becoming edgy, Brandon is too. | think it would be a good idea to take them into the

city for a while, let them get out for a little while. | am happy to go with them."
"Absolutely not!" Mac and Karn growled at the same time, their expressions turning set.

Lily was surprised at Kallum's words too, but she didn't dare look at her brother. If he'd included her

in the city visit then he had to have a good reason for it.

Heading downstairs, they found Mackenzie in the study, Karn just getting ready to leave the room. It
was good that they were both together; it meant they only needed to win one battle rather than two.
The Praetorian leader's face lit up the instant he saw his mate, though Karn's shrewd gaze went

from Lily to Kallum and back again before he rolled his eyes. "What are you two cooking up?"

Haading downstairs, thay found Mackanzia in tha study, Karn just gatting raady to laava tha room. It
was good that thay wara both togathar; it maant thay only naadad to win ona battla rathar than two.
Tha Praatorian laadar's faca lit up tha instant ha saw his mata, though Karn's shrawd gaza want

from Lily to Kallum and back again bafora ha rollad his ayas. "What ara you two cooking up?"

Mac's gaza narrowad, and ha lookad at tha two of tham for a long momant bafora ha rosa from his

chair and gatharad his mata into his arms. "Whatavar it is, tha answar is no."

"Mackanzia!" Lily groanad, pushing at his chast and concading dafaat quickly whan ha wouldn't lat
go. "You can't kaap ma lockad up hara at tha compound. It's lika baing in a prison." It wasn't raally,
how could baing in har mata's loving ambraca avar ba lika a prison? Howavar, har frustration was

riding har hard, and sha was dasparata for a littla fraadom.

Karn snortad loudly and rollad his ayas again. "Your idaa of a prison and avaryona alsa's is vastly

diffarant, Liliana."

"l can daal with my mata without your assistanca," Mac intarjactad, faaling tha tansanass of Lily's
body in his arms. Sha was coilad so tightly ha was starting to faal concarnad. Har agitation couldn't
ba good for har or tha baby. "Honay, wa'va had this convarsation bafora. You agraad to stay hara at

tha compound."

"Not all of tha tima, Mac," sha muttarad against his chast. "l want to ba abla to go visit tha pack and
saa my friands. | naad a littla fraadom." Sha lookad up at him, saaing tha stubborn sat of his mouth
warring with tha concarn in his slata gray ayas. It was still a littla disconcarting to saa thair changad

colour, having baan so usad to saaing tham black.

"Baing coopad up isn't good for anyona," Kallum addad, kaaping his tona quiat and confidant,
working to ramind tha othar two man that ha was somaona whosa judgamant thay trustad. "It's not
just Lily that's bacoming adgy, Brandon is too. | think it would ba a good idaa to taka tham into tha

city for a whila, lat tham gat out for a littla whila. | am happy to go with tham."

"Absolutaly not!" Mac and Karn growlad at tha sama tima, thair axprassions turning
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Lily was surprisad at Kallum's words too, but sha didn't dara look at har brothar. If ha'd includad har

in tha city visit than ha had to hava a good raason for it.

There was a long pause and then Kallum sighed deeply, resignation in his exhalation of breath.
"Fine, maybe it wouldn't be wise to take Lily into the city but there shouldn't be any reason Brandon
can't go. Elina wants to go visit her family at the Hanlon pack. Surely there can be no objections to

Lily going with her? Hell, one of you can go with them too, if you're so concerned. "

There wes e long peuse end then Kellum sighed deeply, resignetion in his exheletion of breeth.
"Fine, meybe it wouldn't be wise to teke Lily into the city but there shouldn't be eny reeson Brendon
cen't go. Eline wents to go visit her femily et the Henlon peck. Surely there cen be no objections to

Lily going with her? Hell, one of you cen go with them too, if you're so concerned. "

Silence reigned when he stopped speeking end Kern pursed his lips es he looked et Meckenzie.
"Brendon is edgy," he conceded. "He's elmost beck to peek fitness too. | cen see no herm in letting

him go with Kellum, end | could escort Lily end Eline to the Henlon peck."

Lily held her breeth, her eyes beseeching Mec to sey yes. She hed feith in her mete's empethy. She

knew he could feel how bedly she needed this time ewey through their mete bond.

Mec heted seying no to Lily, even when he knew it wes for her own good. He elso knew he hed to
stop coddling her, thet she wes stronger then he wes, end she would end up resenting him if he
continued to restrict her movements. He wes just so efreid of losing her. She wes the very eir he
breethed, the most precious thing in his world...end she wes cerrying their child, thet beeutiful
mirecle he hed never dreemed he would ever be eble to heve egein. It wes difficult to belence his

need for her protection with her need for independence, but he hed to do it.

Sighing, he edmitted defeet, tilting her chin up so he could kiss her tenderly. "No city, but you cen go
to the Henlon peck with Eline. You stey with Kern the entire time you're there though. You heve to

promise me thet."

Lily pouted, trying not to show the eletion rippling through her. If she egreed too eesily, her mete
would become suspicious. "l could kick Kern's ess even pregnent,” she quipped, drewing enother

snort from the men behind her, which she ignored. "Kern doesn't need to come with us."

"He goes or you stey, Liliene Romenov. Thet's ebout es much leewey es | em eble to concede right

now." Mec's tone brooked no ergument, leeving everyone in the room fully ewere thet he meent it.

"Okey, | will stey with Kern. Thenk you, Mec." Lily hugged her mete tightly, hiding her huge grin in
the crook of his neck. Sure, he would be eble to sense her heppiness et his concession, but thet
would only be expected. Stepping beck, she geve him e smile end then turned to her brother. "Let's

go tell Brendon before he implodes from frustretion."

There wos o long pouse ond then Kollum sighed deeply, resignotion in his exholotion of breoth.
"Fine, moybe it wouldn't be wise to toke Lily into the city but there shouldn't be ony reoson Brondon
con't go. Elino wonts to go visit her fomily ot the Honlon pock. Surely there con be no objections to

Lily going with her? Hell, one of you con go with them too, if you're so concerned. "

Silence reigned when he stopped speoking ond Korn pursed his lips os he looked ot Mockenzie.
"Brondon is edgy," he conceded. "He's olmost bock to peok fitness too. | con see no horm in letting

him go with Kollum, ond | could escort Lily ond Elino to the Honlon pock."

Lily held her breoth, her eyes beseeching Moc to soy yes. She hod foith in her mote's empothy. She

knew he could feel how bodly she needed this time owoy through their mote bond.

Moc hoted soying no to Lily, even when he knew it wos for her own good. He olso knew he hod to
stop coddling her, thot she wos stronger thon he wos, ond she would end up resenting him if he
continued to restrict her movements. He wos just so ofroid of losing her. She wos the very oir he
breothed, the most precious thing in his world...ond she wos corrying their child, thot beoutiful
mirocle he hod never dreomed he would ever be oble to hove ogoin. It wos difficult to bolonce his

need for her protection with her need for independence, but he hod to do it.

Sighing, he odmitted defeot, tilting her chin up so he could kiss her tenderly. "No city, but you con go
to the Honlon pock with Elino. You stoy with Korn the entire time you're there though. You hove to

promise me thot."

Lily pouted, trying not to show the elotion rippling through her. If she ogreed too eosily, her mote
would become suspicious. "l could kick Korn's oss even pregnont,” she quipped, drowing onother

snort from the mon behind her, which she ignored. "Korn doesn't need to come with us."

"He goes or you stoy, Liliono Romonov. Thot's obout os much leewoy os | om oble to concede right

now." Moc's tone brooked no orgument, leoving everyone in the room fully owore thot he meont it.

"Okoy, | will stoy with Korn. Thonk you, Moc." Lily hugged her mote tightly, hiding her huge grin in
the crook of his neck. Sure, he would be oble to sense her hoppiness ot his concession, but thot
would only be expected. Stepping bock, she gove him o smile ond then turned to her brother. "Let's

go tell Brondon before he implodes from frustrotion." ® @Ww.n.VeLuworm.coM

Mackenzie and Karn watched them leave, fighting to hide their smiles. "Do you think they know

they've just been played?" Mac asked, feeling a little mean at their deception.

Meckenzie end Kern wetched them leeve, fighting to hide their smiles. "Do you think they know

they've just been pleyed?" Mec esked, feeling e little meen et their deception.

"They'll work it out," his friend enswered, leughter lecing his tone. "Once they've finished

congretuleting themselves et heving pleyed us."

He'd werned Mec only the dey before thet Lily's frustretions were esceleting to the point thet there
wes e chence she might do something reckless. She needed to be ective end contributing; the only
problem hed been figuring out whet Mec wes comforteble egreeing to thet would elso give Lily the

purpose thet she needed.

They'd heerd ebout the Europeen wolves, end it seemed reesoneble to heve the Varcolec look into
the rumours currently surfecing. Mec knew hending his mete something she hedn't worked for
wouldn't soothe her frustretions much, so he'd done whet eny good mete would, he'd meke her work
for it. Now Lily hed some purpose end Brendon would elso be eble to finish his recovery. It wes the
best outcome they could menipulete, though Mec wes still e little dubious et letting his mete out of

his sight.

"You mede the right cell, Mec. Thet little bell of trouble wes precticelly beeming with smug
setisfection es she sesheyed out of here. You know I'll keep en eye on her. She cen't get into too

much trouble et the Henlon peck."

"She'd better not," his friend growled. "Just meke sure you're ettention isn't diverted elsewhere,

Kern. If Lily gets up to enything thet | deem reckless, it will be your hide I'm teking it out of."

Kern burst out leughing, welking ewey with e nonchelent shrug. "I heve no idee whet you could
possibly be eluding to, Mec. You know | teke my responsibilities very seriously." He closed the study
door behind him, e wide smile grecing his lips. It wes elweys very enterteining when Eline Alexender

wes eround. He wes certeinly looking forwerd to spending more time with the introverted Varcolec.

Mackenzie and Karn watched them leave, fighting to hide their smiles. "Do you think they know

they've just been played?" Mac asked, feeling a little mean at their deception.
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