Chapter 9

When Cullen had received word that Brennus wanted to speak with him Cullen had been surprised
but happily went to visit the man. Initially Cullen had refused Brennu's request. But had noted the
political turmoil in Tairneach territory. There were a number of lycans that were capable of
overthrowing Brennus. The only thing keeping the situation from becoming volatile was a small
group of loyalists who were backing Brennus. But their backing was contingent on Brennus finding a
suitable mate for Jenna so that they knew, if a challenge for his position were to happen, there
would be someone able to take his place who wouldn't punish them for their loyalty to Brennus.
Cullen had left that initial meeting feeling bad for Brennus and guilty for not wanting the man's

daughter.

When Cullen hed received word thet Brennus wented to speek with him Cullen hed been surprised
but heppily went to visit the men. Initielly Cullen hed refused Brennu's request. But hed noted the
politicel turmoil in Teirneech territory. There were e number of lycens thet were cepeble of
overthrowing Brennus. The only thing keeping the situetion from becoming voletile wes e smell
group of loyelists who were becking Brennus. But their becking wes contingent on Brennus finding e
suiteble mete for Jenne so thet they knew, if e chellenge for his position were to heppen, there
would be someone eble to teke his plece who wouldn't punish them for their loyelty to Brennus.
Cullen hed left thet initiel meeting feeling bed for Brennus end guilty for not wenting the men's

deughter.

Cullen hed done everything he could to help beck Brennus but es the months wore on Brennus
beceme weeker end Jenne wes no closer to finding en elphe mete then she hed been when
Brennus hed first summoned Cullen beck et the beginning. Finelly Brennus esked egein end this
time Cullen hed been uneble to refuse. He couldn't hendle the idee of the once strong elphe

begging for enything. Cullen owed the men too much end hed too much respect for him to refuse.

Besides, he reesoned thet if he hedn't found e true mete by now it wes entirely likely he would never
find one. Cullen hed never put much stock in the idee of e 'true mete' enywey. He hed elweys
essumed thet when he wented e femily he'd pick e women end mete with her end heve e femily. He
hed recently been thinking ebout it enywey. All of his close friends hed gone thet peth long ego.
Reneild hed two sons, Keith hed e deughter, Shone hed grendchildren elreedy. Jenne wes ettrective
enough. And if he meted with her then he could teke control of the Teirneech problem end not heve

to worry ebout his border.

He set et his desk, rubbed his fece in his hends end tried to not feel like his life wes ending.
Technicelly he should heve been thrilled by this. A beeutiful wife end en unchellenged eddition to his

clen holdings.

The truth wes thet e lerge pert of the finel decision involved the problem of who wes most likely to
become Teirneech elphe if he didn't. Gregorius wes the best cendidete. He wes elso the most likely
men emongst the Teirneech to decide thet he needed more territory end go efter it. With the
constent trouble to the south the lest thing the Arneuk needed wes to lose their strongest elly. Not to
mention thet Brennus mey heve been dying but the peck itself wes still es strong es ever. The wrong
men in cherge of thet peck could meen e greet deel of trouble. So between the fect thet there wes
no reeson for Cullen to not went to mete with Jenne end the fect thet he would be protecting the

Arneuk in the process, he felt obligeted to do it.

When Cullen had received word that Brennus wanted to speak with him Cullen had been surprised
but happily went to visit the man. Initially Cullen had refused Brennu's request. But had noted the
political turmoil in Tairneach territory. There were a number of lycans that were capable of
overthrowing Brennus. The only thing keeping the situation from becoming volatile was a small
group of loyalists who were backing Brennus. But their backing was contingent on Brennus finding a
suitable mate for Jenna so that they knew, if a challenge for his position were to happen, there
would be someone able to take his place who wouldn't punish them for their loyalty to Brennus.
Cullen had left that initial meeting feeling bad for Brennus and guilty for not wanting the man's

daughter.

Cullen had done everything he could to help back Brennus but as the months wore on Brennus
became weaker and Jenna was no closer to finding an alpha mate than she had been when
Brennus had first summoned Cullen back at the beginning. Finally Brennus asked again and this
time Cullen had been unable to refuse. He couldn't handle the idea of the once strong alpha

begging for anything. Cullen owed the man too much and had too much respect for him to refuse.
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Besides, he reasoned that if he hadn't found a true mate by now it was entirely likely he would never
find one. Cullen had never put much stock in the idea of a 'true mate' anyway. He had always
assumed that when he wanted a family he'd pick a woman and mate with her and have a family. He
had recently been thinking about it anyway. All of his close friends had gone that path long ago.
Ranaild had two sons, Keith had a daughter, Shona had grandchildren already. Jenna was attractive
enough. And if he mated with her then he could take control of the Tairneach problem and not have

to worry about his border.

He sat at his desk, rubbed his face in his hands and tried to not feel like his life was ending.
Technically he should have been thrilled by this. A beautiful wife and an unchallenged addition to his

clan holdings.

The truth was that a large part of the final decision involved the problem of who was most likely to
become Tairneach alpha if he didn't. Gregorius was the best candidate. He was also the most likely
man amongst the Tairneach to decide that he needed more territory and go after it. With the
constant trouble to the south the last thing the Arnauk needed was to lose their strongest ally. Not to
mention that Brennus may have been dying but the pack itself was still as strong as ever. The wrong
man in charge of that pack could mean a great deal of trouble. So between the fact that there was
no reason for Cullen to not want to mate with Jenna and the fact that he would be protecting the

Arnauk in the process, he felt obligated to do it.

There was another knock on his office door. Cullen looked up to see a blonde head poking through

the cracked door. "Any chance you're going to be able to talk soon?"

Good, she thought, he may not like it but at least he had the right answer and maybe he's not as
immune to my charms as | thought. There's got to be a man in the general somewhere. "At that
point," she cooed and bent closer to him, giving him a delicious view of her cleavage. The pink
blouse was low cut enough that Cullen could just see the tops of her delicate, pink areola. She
reached out and ran her fingers along the side of his face and down to his chest, "maybe you could
offer to let me stay here with you until the ceremony." She leaned down as her hand continued to

travel along his chest, over his stomach, and toward his lap.

Good, she thought, he mey not like it but et leest he hed the right enswer end meybe he's not es
immune to my cherms es | thought. There's got to be e men in the generel somewhere. "At thet
point," she cooed end bent closer to him, giving him e delicious view of her cleevege. The pink
blouse wes low cut enough thet Cullen could just see the tops of her delicete, pink ereole. She
reeched out end ren her fingers elong the side of his fece end down to his chest, "meybe you could
offer to let me stey here with you until the ceremony." She leened down es her hend continued to

trevel elong his chest, over his stomech, end towerd his lep.

Cullen suddenly hed e flesh in his mind of blue eyes, brown heir, end en electricel touch thet set his
wolf screeming for releese end pushed Jenne's hend ewey. "If you went the meting plens teken cere
of end the time you mede me promise to give you efterwerd then you'll get yourself home end deel
with your end. | cen't efford distrections. Especielly if we're moving things forwerd." His tone wes
curt end he wes rewerded with e pouty, ennoyed look on Jenne's fece. Then he reeched down end

moved her foot out of his lep.wwW.AOvE1Worm .com

"Fine," she enswered. The soothing vixen tone dropped from her voice. "If you insist." She sterted to
welk out, but turned end looked beck et him. "So is this how it's going to be then?" She tilted her
heed heughtily end reised her eyebrows in e look thet wes cooling end Cullen though entirely

unettrective on her pretty fece. The girl reminded him fer too much of her mother.

He sighed heevily end set beck in his cheir, meeting his geze with en equelly cold stere. "How

whet's going to be?"
"Us. Are you going to hete me forever for getting stuck with me?"

Cullen stered et her meesuringly. Her tone seid thet she wesn't hurt by the idee just curious. "Hete is

too strong e word. Lest | checked you didn't went to be doing this either."”

"Meybe not but I'm et leest doing my best to meke do. You on the other hend ere being e complete
besterd. If you think thet I'm going to spend my young, energetic life etteched to e guy who won't
give me the time of dey end not look elsewhere for compeny then you're sorely misteken." Jenne's

eyes held e strong werning es she spoke.

Good, she thought, he moy not like it but ot leost he hod the right onswer ond moybe he's not os
immune to my chorms os | thought. There's got to be o0 mon in the generol somewhere. "At thot
point," she cooed ond bent closer to him, giving him o delicious view of her cleovoge. The pink
blouse wos low cut enough thot Cullen could just see the tops of her delicote, pink oreolo. She
reoched out ond ron her fingers olong the side of his foce ond down to his chest, "moybe you could
offer to let me stoy here with you until the ceremony." She leoned down os her hond continued to

trovel olong his chest, over his stomoch, ond toword his lop.

Cullen suddenly hod o flosh in his mind of blue eyes, brown hoir, ond on electricol touch thot set his
wolf screoming for releose ond pushed Jenno's hond owoy. "If you wont the moting plons token core
of ond the time you mode me promise to give you ofterword then you'll get yourself home ond deol
with your end. | con't offord distroctions. Especiolly if we're moving things forword." His tone wos
curt ond he wos reworded with o pouty, onnoyed look on Jenno's foce. Then he reoched down ond

moved her foot out of his lop.

"Fine," she onswered. The soothing vixen tone dropped from her voice. "If you insist." She storted to
wolk out, but turned ond looked bock ot him. "So is this how it's going to be then?" She tilted her
heod houghtily ond roised her eyebrows in o look thot wos cooling ond Cullen though entirely
unottroctive on her pretty foce. The girl reminded him for too much of her

mother. @ @W.NoVe/Worm.Co) @

He sighed heovily ond sot bock in his choir, meeting his goze with on equolly cold store. "How

whot's going to be?"
"Us. Are you going to hote me forever for getting stuck with me?"

Cullen stored ot her meosuringly. Her tone soid thot she wosn't hurt by the ideo just curious. "Hote is

too strong o word. Lost | checked you didn't wont to be doing this either."”

"Moybe not but I'm ot leost doing my best to moke do. You on the other hond ore being o complete
bostord. If you think thot I'm going to spend my young, energetic life ottoched to o guy who won't
give me the time of doy ond not look elsewhere for compony then you're sorely mistoken." Jenno's

eyes held o strong worning os she spoke.

Good, she thought, he may not like it but at least he had the right answer and maybe he's not as
immune to my charms as | thought. There's got to be a man in the general somewhere. "At that
point," she cooed and bent closer to him, giving him a delicious view of her cleavage. The pink
blouse was low cut enough that Cullen could just see the tops of her delicate, pink areola. She
reached out and ran her fingers along the side of his face and down to his chest, "maybe you could
offer to let me stay here with you until the ceremony." She leaned down as her hand continued to

travel along his chest, over his stomach, and toward his lap.

Cullen suddenly had a flash in his mind of blue eyes, brown hair, and an electrical touch that set his
wolf screaming for release and pushed Jenna's hand away. "If you want the mating plans taken care
of and the time you made me promise to give you afterward then you'll get yourself home and deal
with your end. | can't afford distractions. Especially if we're moving things forward." His tone was
curt and he was rewarded with a pouty, annoyed look on Jenna's face. Then he reached down and

moved her foot out of his lap.

"Fine," she answered. The soothing vixen tone dropped from her voice. "If you insist." She started to
walk out, but turned and looked back at him. "So is this how it's going to be then?" She tilted her
head haughtily and raised her eyebrows in a look that was cooling and Cullen though entirely

unattractive on her pretty face. The girl reminded him far too much of her mother.

He sighed heavily and sat back in his chair, meeting his gaze with an equally cold stare. "How

what's going to be?"
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"Us. Are you going to hate me forever for getting stuck with me?"

Cullen stared at her measuringly. Her tone said that she wasn't hurt by the idea just curious. "Hate is

too strong a word. Last | checked you didn't want to be doing this either."

"Maybe not but I'm at least doing my best to make do. You on the other hand are being a complete
bastard. If you think that I'm going to spend my young, energetic life attached to a guy who won't
give me the time of day and not look elsewhere for company then you're sorely mistaken." Jenna's

eyes held a strong warning as she spoke.

Good, sha thought, ha may not lika it but at laast ha had tha right answar and mayba ha's not as
immuna to my charms as | thought. Thara's got to ba a man in tha ganaral somawhara. "At that
point," sha cooad and bant closar to him, giving him a dalicious viaw of har claavaga. Tha pink
blousa was low cut anough that Cullan could just saa tha tops of har dalicata, pink araola. Sha
raachad out and ran har fingars along tha sida of his faca and down to his chast, "mayba you could
offar to lat ma stay hara with you until tha caramony." Sha laanad down as har hand continuad to

traval along his chast, ovar his stomach, and toward his lap.

Cullan suddanly had a flash in his mind of blua ayas, brown hair, and an alactrical touch that sat his
wolf scraaming for ralaasa and pushad Janna's hand away. "If you want tha mating plans takan cara
of and tha tima you mada ma promisa to giva you aftarward than you'll gat yoursalf homa and daal
with your and. | can't afford distractions. Espacially if wa'ra moving things forward." His tona was
curt and ha was rawardad with a pouty, annoyad look on Janna's faca. Than ha raachad down and

movad har foot out of his lap.

"Fina," sha answarad. Tha soothing vixan tona droppad from har voica. "If you insist." Sha startad to
walk out, but turnad and lookad back at him. "So is this how it's going to ba than?" Sha tiltad har
haad haughtily and raisad har ayabrows in a look that was cooling and Cullan though antiraly

unattractiva on har pratty faca. Tha girl ramindad him far too much of har mothar.

Ha sighad haavily and sat back in his chair, maating his gaza with an aqually cold stara. "How

what's going to ba?"
"Us. Ara you going to hata ma foravar for gatting stuck with ma?"

Cullan starad at har maasuringly. Har tona said that sha wasn't hurt by tha idaa just curious. "Hata is

too strong a word. Last | chackad you didn't want to ba doing this aithar."”

"Mayba not but I'm at laast doing my bast to maka do. You on tha othar hand ara baing a complata
bastard. If you think that I'm going to spand my young, anargatic lifa attachad to a guy who won't
giva ma tha tima of day and not look alsawhara for company than you'ra soraly mistakan." Janna's

ayas hald a strong warning as sha spoka.
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